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‘Advanced Dancemen Call War Songs 
Too Corny But the Public Buys Them 





By BEN BODEC 


Impression current among the 
“more observing contingent of music 
‘publishers is that the general run of 


sname-band leaders has yet to become 
‘aware of the change in musical tem- 
joer among Americans and that the 
latter won’t get the types of songs 
hey want to hear until the leaders 
snap out of the submersion in their 
own egos and in swing fantasies. It 
is these publishers’ contention that 
the average dance band has no in- 
terest whatever in lending its serv- 
foes to the exploitation of war songs, 
end it is far more concerned with 


» maintaining its old stylistic groove 


ané@ keeping hep to the tastes of the 
more fanatical jump addicts. 

From their contacts of recent 
Weeks these pubs have come to the 
Gonelision that, with the exception 
of a few melody bands, leaders are 
still living in a world of their own 
and are loath to yield themselves to 
playing the music of the times. The 
publishers state that their failure 
to awaken an interest among band 
leaders has discouraged wider 
ceptance and publication by them of 
war songs. The average jumperoo 
band, they hold, feels that such tunes 
ate corny and if they play them their 

(Continued 13) 


on page 


Vice-Crusading Cleric 
Gets Year In Pen On 


Perjury Conviction 





Minneapolis, Feb. 3. 

The Rev. H. J. Soltau, vice 
sader and head of the Law Enforce- 
ment League here, whose raids of 
all-night liquor clubs, gambling 
houses, etc., have made him a local 
storm center, must go to prison Feb 
13 to serve a one-year prison term 
on a perjury conviction. The state 
supreme court has upheld his con- 
Viction 


(Continued on page 55) 


FED. AGENTS NOT YET 


HEP TO TRADE LINGO 





Company managers with touring | 


shows have been advised to use un- 


mistakable language when sending | 


telegraphic messages to home offices 
because of federal scrutiny of com- 
munications. Recently a producer 
queried the man back with a show, 
asking why the usual nightly wires 
anent the gross had not been sent, 
answer being that the messages had 
been sent. 

Inquiry at the telegraph office dis- 
ned that transmission had been 
ao up pending inquiry. It seems 
- several cryptic terms had been 
Sed and an investigator thought the 
words were in code, possibly reveal- 
ing defense information. 


2 





ac- | 


cru- | 


The perjury was in connec- | 


Award for Toledoan Who 


Broadened Fellow Citizens 


Toledo, O., Feb. 3. 
| Fred A. Spranger, the local haber- 
| dasher who organized junkets of To- 
| ledoans to Detroit and Cleveland mu- 


sical and _ entertainment events 
(grand opera in Cleveland, Sonja 
Henie and tennis players in De- 


troit), has been awarded the annual 
Junior Chamber of Commerce dis- 
tinguished service key. 

| Getting people away from Toledo 
| to broaden themselves culturally was 
| deemed ‘outstanding contribution to 
community.’ 





JUKEBOXES AS 


| 


AID 10 WAR 
EFFORT 


Detroit, Feb. 3. 
ary of the Treasury Mor- 
genthau has praised Michigan as the 
| top state per capita on defense bond 
Currently 
the 
area: 


Pearl 








secret 


sales. 
3 tunes on 

| boxes in this 
| l. Remember! 
| Sammy Kaye. 
| 4 ‘At the 

| Glenn Miller. 

| 3. ‘Goodbye Mama, I’m Off to Yo- 
| kohama’—Frankie Masters. 

Also the current rundown of 
(Continued on page 11) 


| 
Arena Mgrs. Now Plan 
Musical Revue on Type 


Of Ice and Roller Shows 


Production plans for a musical re- 
vue to tour arenas, with a view to 
making it an annual show similar to 
ice and roller presentations, comes 
up for further discussion in New 
| York Feb. 16, when a group repre- 
senting 16 arenas throughout the 
/country meets. Arena Managers 
| Assn., which has an interest in ‘Ice- 
Capades’ and books ‘Ice Follies’ and 
‘Roller Follies,’ may finance wholly 
'or in part. 
Several musical producers who 
| have been working out details have 
| made submissions. Unit would call 
|for company of approximately 125 
| people, including line of 48 girls. 
' One of major problems arena men 
| have been faced with is that of get- 
| ting a musical show capable of fol- 
lowing the fast blade and roller spec- 
'tacles. Another factor involved is in 
| producing a revue which can ade- 


(Continued on page 52) 
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‘HOT OFF GLIPPER’ 
GUYS GET BIGSS 


Foresee $6,000,000 Season 
Because of Public Eager- 
ness for Lowdown Which 
the Returning Foreign 
Correspondents Discreetly 
Don’t Provide 


50% COMMISSION 





Although ‘just returned from the 
wars’ foreign correspondents notori- 
ously give almost no real inside stuff 
to their lecture audiences, there is 
a terrific boom market just now for 
this type of speaker. The experts 
who have been back too long and 
can’t be sold as ‘hot off the Clipper’ 
find their fees fall off. 

Precise arithmetic does 
in the lecture business, which is 
specialized and partly secretive, but 
guesses are that this season will see 
a sensational gross of $6,000,000. A 
large chunk of that will go into the 
pockets of the foreign correspondents. 

There are still the lady-poets, the 





not exist 





monologists, the guys with pictures 
| they have taken of birds in the} 
Squeegee desert and the Yogi ex- 


perts. But they’re all playing stage- 
(Continued on page 55) 


| 
| 


METRO MAY 60 


Hollywood, Feb. 3. 





| Metro will branch out into the rec- 
ord busine if Nicl M. Schenck 
yf e 1 i€ I B M ive 
neaaqma a M-G na bee 
maki a4 thorou I yf platter 
making and i aid to be fully con- 
| vinced that such an enterprise would 
be an invaluable adjunct to picture 
production, distribution and exhibi- 
t10n. 

It is believed that Mayer got the 
|idea from Tommy Dorsey, who is 
|now at the studio appearing in ‘Ship 
Ahoy.’ Bandman ends his associa- 


tion with Victor March 31 for a tie- 
(Continued on page 55) 


LIBBY HOLMAN TO MAKE 





COMEBACK IN HUB CAFE 


Libby Holman, after an absence 
of three years, is returning to show 
biz as a nitery singer, opening Feb. 
19 at the Somerset hotel in Boston. 

Agented by the William Morris of- 
fice, she'll specialize in ‘early 
| American blues,’ with Joshua White, 


| Negro guitarist, as her accompanist 





INTO DISC BIZ 


AR LECTURERS’ MINT 


+ 





Joe Cook, 35 Years in Show Biz, 
Announces His Retirement at 52 


ivX 
§ 








By JACK PULASKI 


Joe Cook, at the age of 52, is re- 
tiring from show business because 
of ill-health. Diagnosis indicates a 
debilitating ailment which affects the 
nerve system. 

He has been active theatrically for 


Cafe Earnings as Pianist 
Paid for Ministry Studies 


Philadelphia, Feb. 3. 

Rev. J. Samuel Stephenson, Jr., 
former nitery pianist, on Sunday (1) 
became rector of St. Mary’s Epis- | 35 years, starring during that period 
copal Church, West Philly, ‘campus|i" @ series of Broadway musical 
church’ for the University of Penn- comedies as. 6ne sf the hig: aqney 
sylvania. 

Rev. Stephenson worked his way 
through theological school tinkling 


the keys at Pierre’s, nitery in Upper 
Darby, a Philly suburb. 





Mr. Cook’s formal announce- 
ment of his retirement appears 
on page 51 of this issue in form 
of a full-page advertisement. He 
took the same method, an adver- 
tisement in ‘Variety, to intro- 


duce himself to show business 
; when he entered it in 1907. 
comedians of his generation. Above 








all, Cook was noted for his remark- 
able versatility as a performer, his 
talent running the gamut. 


Cook has been consulting doctors 
for more than a year. Although 
essentially a comedian, Cook was 


also finely trained physically, as dis- 
played in his juggling and acrobatics 








on the stage. 
Washington, Feb. 3 Cook traces his illness back to two 
| Previously just a so-so show town, | successive attacks of influenza. which 
Washington, D. C. is now a ‘Klon-| he suffered about two years ago when 
| dike’ for dance-bands that have re-| at his unique and amazing estate 
| cently played there. Heavy cover | called Sleepless Hollow’ at Lake Ho- 


charges are taken In stride in a} 


; (Continued on page 52) 
town jumping with people eager to i ae 


| spend. Last week (26) Glenn Miller's 
| band opened Mrs. Maria Kramer’s Yy B’ H f | 
new Roosevelt hotel room with a oung way ope u $ 


| cover chage of $5 a couple which, 
with taxes, amounted to about $5.50 
yet almost 1,000 persons jammed the 


Will Try to Raise Coin 


° 
600-700 capacity room, with turn-| F Th t V 50 B I} 
| over. Tony Pastor’s current. or ea re la C a 
Dick Stabile, who opened the} a 
slightly smaller Del Rio Club, also| A dance at Manhattan Centre 
| was protected from a blitz by spend-| nN y_ Feb. 27. has been arranged by 
ers by a $5-pair cover, but still was | the young actors and would-be ac- 
wed inaer Carlton hotel and equent Wal ’ rug- 
Wardman Park hotels, with Jo t t 44th street and Broad\y 
S and Layton Bailey bands also|N y_ to raise coin to rent a little 
run capacity almost constantly. theatre workshop. They hope to ob- 
— tain $2,000 from sale of tickets (50c 
r e program advertising and con- 
Garbo Had Previously cessions. 
Idea of having the theatre is to 
P . keep a continuous series of plays 
cee] uous | f play 
Given $5,000 Donation |fcit.."tc which producers, chitice 


film scouts and the public can come 
(Continued on page 54) 


GROUCHO MARX INSISTS 
‘VARIETY’ PLUG HIS BOOK 


Beverly Hills. 


To Fund, Friends Report 


Since the uproar in the radio and 
film trades last week over Greta | 
Garbo’s non-appearance on a radio 
charity program written and directed 
by Arch Oboler (see Oboler’s letter 
to ‘Variety,’ page 3 of this issue), 
friends of the Swedish star have! Editor, ‘Variety’: 
come forward to reveal that Miss If the financial position of your 
| Garbo has within the last few months| paper has been as precarious as that 
donated a sizeable check to the In-| of most of the other theatrical jour- 
fantile Paralysis Fund. This is said | nals of recent years, you probably 
to amount to $5,000. | have never had any traffic with the 

Friends state further that Miss! Internal Revenue Department. If, 
‘Garbo has been a substantial con-| however, you are one of the for- 
tributor for years to various chari-|tunate few Lindy Hoppers whose 
ties, always without publicity, always| weekly envelopes have been stuffed 
anonymously. (Continued on page 47) 
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After the Ball Was Over 


Reflections On the President’s Ball Festivities — 
Hollywood Turnout Big 


+ 


By ANDY KELLEY 
Washington, Feb. 3. 
Another President’s Ball is over 
With each successive year the af- 
fair seems to draw a greater num- 


ber of Hollywoodians. This year’s | 


Ball was no exception. The film 


stars were playing real-life drama— | 


and happy to take supporting roles 
to a great cause. 
* * *@ 

The coveted seats at the head 
table for the White House lunch- 
eon went to Rosalind Russell and 
Brenda Marshall. ‘Roz’ was at 
the right of President Roosevelt, 
Miss Marshal! at left. Directly 
opposite and flanking Mrs. 
Roosevelt were Edward Arnold 
and Dorothy Lamour. 

* * 7 


The President remained with his 
guests for an hour before leaving 
for a Cabinet meeting. In informal | 
remarks he jokingly reminded his, 
guests that they were not to consider 
themselves ‘Parasites’ (a reference to 
his earlier press releases on the use- 
less in Washington), but actually do- 
ing something useful for the war ej- 
fort. Jean Hersholt, in replying for 
the Motion Picture Relief Fund, pre- 
sented the Chief Executive a china 
replica of Falla, the Presidential dog | 
Flipped the President: ‘I thought you 
were bringing me a new hat.’ (Last 
year he presented his three cam- 
paign fedoras to the Fund, and which | 
were auctioned in Hollywood for 
$3,200.) 


* * * 


Dinah Shore really made a White | 
House entrance. A Friday rehearsal | 


(Continued on page 22) 





Spyros Skouras Thanked 
Belatedly for Generosity; 
Other Plane Travel News 


By GEORGE FROST 


Plans for midget labor on 42-ton 
fiying boats, arriving and departing 
film luminaries, a ‘hangover’ from 
New Year’s Eve, and cameramen 
shooting pieces of a major film pro- 
duction made the pot-pourri at La- 
Guardia Field, New York, during 
the past week. 

Pan American Airways’ trans- 
atlantic division, which continues to 
operate between here and Europe 
despite the indigestion caused by a 
diet of S’s—spagketti, sauerkraut 
and sukiyaki—is making plans to 
hire three midgets, as small as pos- 

(Continued on page 15) 








Hero Lieut. Nininger’s 


Dad Fla. Theatre Mgr. 


Lake Worth, Fla., Feb. 8. 
The father of 2d Lieut. Alexander 
R. Nininger, Jr., first American sol- 
dier to be awarded a Congressional 
Medal of Honor in World War II, 


is the manager of the Lake theatre | 


here. Young Nininger was killed 
in the Philippines.,. Gen. Douglas 


MacArthur cited him for conspic- | 


uous bravery and gallantry. 

His father will receive the medal 
for him posthumously. The elder 
Nininger is a former soldier himself. 


having served in the Spanish-Ameri- | 


can war. Nininger, Sr., was also a 


former Shakespearean actor, some | 


years ago turning to theatre man- 
agement. He came to the Lake four 
months ago from Ft. Lauderdale. 





THOSE NASTY U-BOATS 


Nazis Interrupted Good Will Ex- 
change With South America 








German submarines operating in 
the Atlantic shipping lanes off the 
United States coast have temporarily 
embarrassed the Office of the Co- 
ordinator (Rockefeller) of Inter- 
American Affairs. The exchange of 
actors, singers, students, radio men 
and others is slowed down to zero 


because of the danger of passenger 


vessels being knocked off. 

Preemption of passenger space in 
clippers is so extensive that only 13 
seats per month are said to be avail- 
able between U. S. and South Amer- 
ica, for non-government officials 


|Latouche will share the scripting 


ithe boys may start ‘sneaking’ despite 





ROBT. MONTGOMERY AS M.C. 





New Treasury Series Written by Hal 
Block, John Latouche 





| Lt. Robert Montgomery, U.S.N., 
will m.c. the first three of a series of 
recorded programs that is being pro- 
‘duced by the Defense Savings Staff 
of the U. S. Treasury Department. 


Set with him on these three shows 
are Maurice Evans, Judith Anderson 














Bonds cost as little as $18.75, 
stamps come as low as 10 
cents. Defense bonds and 
stamps can be bought at all 
banks and _ postoffices, and 
stamps can also be purchased 
at retail stores. 











}and Igor Gorin. The programs are 
i being framed as a condensed version 
of the whilom ‘Treasury Hour’ and 
will be distributed among stations at 
ithe rate of three a week. 

| William Bacher will do the di- 
recting, Al Goodman has the baton 
assignment, Hal Block and John 





and William B. Murray will plan 
and supervise the production. The 
initial three disks will be scheduled 
for release during the week of 
Feb. 23. 


Miami Gambling Nix 
Evidently Still Stands; 
Casino May ‘Sneak’ 


Miami, Feb. 3. 


The expected okay for Feb. 1 gam- 
bling wound up as no dice, at least 
temporarily. Word is around that 





the municipal edict. 
Some of the hope that still exists 


SHIRLEY TEMPLE 
LOOKS SET FOR 
P&G 


Procter & Gamble has virtually 
decided on Shirley Temple in ‘Junior 
Miss’ as the show to go into the sec- 
ond half-hour of the 9-10 p.m. spot 
Wednesdays on CBS, when Fred 
Allen goes to Sunday night early in 
March. Product to be plugged on 
the series is still uncertain, though 
Ivory Snow may get the choice. In 
that case Benton & Bowles would be 
the agency. 

Reported price on ‘Junior Miss’ is 
$5,500 a week, with Miss Temple. 
Program would originate from the 
Coast, with Ed Wolf Associates set- 
ting up a unit there to handle pro- 
duction. Doris Gilbert is tentatively 











for the casinos to open arises from 
the fact that several years ago gam-| 
bling wasn’t okay until Feb. 10. The| 
| idea, apparently, is that just a few 
| spots will be okayed for the games, 
and not 20 or 30. 


The Royal Palm, long the No. 1 
spot here, is trying to bolster its 
| show. The Three Nonchalants have 
| been booked to open Feb. 14. Dean 
|Murphy, Eunice Healey, Jane Fro- 
|man open Tuesday (10), with Ger- 
|trude Niesen exiting at that time. 
Abe Lyman’s band and the Jack Cole 
| dancers remain. 

The Ritz Bros, are set to open 
there on Feb. 25, with Joe E. Lewis 
|also being dickered for. The lat- 
ter is presently at Monte Proser’s 
Copacabana, New York. 





| Extension of Patriotism 


Dallas, Feb. 3. 
| Tip ’em with defense stamps! 
| So says R. E. Griffith, new chief 
|barker of Variety Clubs of Texas. 
He has ask the 500 members of 
| the state organization to always have 
|enough defense stamps on their per- 
son to tip with stamps. 


| 
MADELEINE CARROLL EAST! 


set to adapt the series from Sally 
Benson’s New Yorker sketches. 

Ransom Sherman show may be 
moved from its present Friday night 
niche on CBS to occupy the first half 
of the Wednesday time, 9-9:30 p.m. 
Probable that P. & G. will leave its 
Saturday night lineup, ‘Truth or 
Consequences’ and ‘Abie’s Irish 
Rose,’ intact on NBC-Red (WEAF). 
It may or may not retain the Friday 
night time now held by Ransom 
Sherman. 





Set for Radio While on Leave for 
War Participations 





Madeleine Carroll will do a 
guestee on the Philip Morris show 
(CBS) this Friday (6), and Edward 
Arnold has been booked for a spot 
on the following Friday’s (13) Kate 
Smith program (CBS). Hesse & Mc- 
Cayrey agented both dates, 

Miss Carroll will remain in the 
east for some time. She had ob- 
tained a leave of absence from Par- 





amount to do war work. 
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Universal Pictures 





ABBOTT and COSTELLO 
On National Release Feb. 13 
—in— 
“Ride ’Em Cowboy’ 
Chase & Sanborn Hour, NBC-Red 
Under Personal Management of} EDWARD SHERMAN 
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' THE BERLE-ING POINT : 
t By Milton Berle o ; 








Hollywood, Feb. 3, 


Love working on my new picture, ‘Whispering Ghosts.’ I get so much 
respect from everyone, from the janitor—down. 

Willie Best, who plays my valet in the picture, has been giving me plenty 
of laughs on the set. I asked him where he was going one night, and he 
said, ‘Mr. Berle, I’m gonna zoot home, re-rag, and chop up the pavement 
to my chick’s domicile.’ 

The other day on the set I came down with a bad case of strained ear- 
drums. I wish those ‘Whispering Ghosts’ would speak a little louder! 


The whole company gathered in the projection room to witness the day’s 
rushes, and when it came to the sequence where I play an invisible man 
and can’t be seen at all, the director whispered in my ear, ‘Berle, you 
never photographed better!’ 


I was taking pictures in the stil] department and I suggested to the 
cameraman a new way to shoot me—does anybody want to buy a picture 
of a two-headed man? 

Broadway Dept. 

Harold Conrad says he knows a playboy who has been sued so much he 

now hides away in a ‘Balm-Shelter.’ 


Jack (Baldy) Zero has gone very swanky. For all formal occasions, he 
is now wearing a pork-pie toupee. 

There’s a certain a.k. absent-minded agent who is finding this very 
tough. The other day, when he received his social security check,»he un- 
consciously deducted 10%. 


Sherman Billingsley is thinking of opening an annex to his Stork Club 
for yokels who like to glimpse the celebrities and call it the ‘Gawk Club’ 


Holly woodiana 


Phil Silvers, just back from a trip to New York, says it was so cold back 
there, the natives actually welcomed a hot-foot. 

Now that guns and ammunition are getting scarce for use in western 
pictures, it’s going to look awful funny watching a band of thieves hgld- 
ing up a stage-coach with a lasso. 7 

You know you've arrived in Hollywood when they start putting your 
picture on the back of cards that drop out of weighing machines. 

Anthony Quinn knows an enthusiastic actor who wanted to join the 
Navy and be stationed at Veronica Lake. 


Music Department 


Mack Gordon is so pleased over the big sale on records of his song, 
Chattanooga Choo-Choo,’ he now tips red-caps a quarter. 
Kay Kyser knows a fellow with a ‘beer-pocket’ who always takes his 
girls dancing to Lawrence Welk’s ‘Champagne Music.’ 
Radio Dept. 


Bill Goodwinfi talking about a radio comedian whose comedy was from 
hunger, exclaimed, ‘His ad-libs aren’t worth the paper they’re written on!’ 

Jack Benny’s Crossley is so high now, every time Jack even thinks of 
it he gets a nose-bleed. 

Bob Crosby knows a certain radio actress who is so swanky she always 
refers to the mike as ‘Michael.’ 


There’s No Truth to the Rumor 

That when B'ily Gilbert stands near a stack of hay, the hay sneezes.... 
That Cliff Nazarro snores in double-talk....That Walter Pidgeon is presi- 
dent of the Audubon Society....That one of the Great Lakes will be re- 
named Veronica....That the Nazis are crazy about the Russian winter and 
take time out between running for ski contests. 


Hangnail Descriptions 

Actor-Wolf: Hamorous....Caviar: Buckshot gone social....Dope Fiend: 

Hop-Hazard....Hitler: Little Boy Phew. 
Observation Dept. 

The residents of California welcome the shortage of cars. Now they can 
walk across a street—instead of crawling over rooftops as before. 

Everybody in Hollywood is picture minded. Saw a sign in front of a 
delicatessen which said, ‘Twentieth-Century Lox.’ 

Eavesdropped at Trianon: ‘He’s a character.’ ‘He believes in Life, Lib- 
erty and the pursuit of blondes.’ 

Eavesdropped at Palladium: ‘She is so wealthy, the rings under her 
eyes have diamonds on them!’ 

Eavesdropped at Pan-Pacific: ‘He’s a swell guy. He always picks the 
check up—and hands it to you!’ 

My brother (the one with the pleats in his nose) has turned scientist 
again. He has just invented a process that extracts the rubber from bridge 


games. 

Whatever Became of 
Brems, Fitz and The Murphy Bros, 
Odiva and Her Seals 
Ferry, the Frog Man 

Afterpiece 
With Franklin D. Roosevelt as the country’s President, no foreign power 
will EVER become a resident! 





Guy Voyer & Co, 
Ella Shields 
Talent & Merit 














CALL FOR PIC EXTRAS 











Incoming 
Kate Smith. 
Mr. and Mrs. Ted Colins. 
Betty Grable. 
A. M. Botsford. 
Steve Levitz. 
J. W. Parks. 
Oscar Hild. 
Burt Henderson. 
James C, Petrillo. 
Fred Birnbaum. 
Weller Murdoch. 
A. C. Hayden. 
C. L. Bagley. 
C. A. Weaver. 
Harry Brenton. 
Harry Moss. 


Hollywood, Feb. 3. 

Proposal by Central Casting to 
have extras paged by radio came a 
fast cropper when the Federal Com- 
munications Commission gave it the 
boot. 

Main objection was that it would 
violate dictum against broadcast of 
messages to individuals. One CIO 
union tried the call system on one 
of the smaller stations, but got a 
quick ‘get off the air’ order from 
the FCC. 


GENE AUTRY’S RODEO 


Film Star in Houston to Unveil His 
Broncs 











Houston, Feb. 3. 


Jack Lear. Gene Autry who is branching out 
: as impresario of a rodeo, is due to 

Outgoing arrive in Houston this week to ar- 

Abel Green. range for the opening of his Flying 


Jules C. Stein. 
Nick Kenny. 
Dick Fishell. 
Jack Oakie. 
Irving Kahn. 


‘A’ Ranch Rodeo. It will play in the 
Houston Coliseum, Feb. 6-15, in con- 
nection with the South Texas Fat 
Stock Show. 

Autry is to ride in each perform- 


Major Albert Warner. ance. He is to broadcast his two 
J. C. Stein. Melody Ranch programs from sta- 
Harry Kalcheim. tion KTRH. 





Lou Costello. David Whalen, Autry’s press 
Milton Ager. agent, is in charge 
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QNE YANK IN ARGENTINE: 





A Review of the Reviewers 


vr 





By HOBE MORRISON 
Those perennial bad boys, the New York drama critics, are at it 


again. Ben Hecht is making rude 


public—and Samson Raphaelson had the temerity to write a play 
about them. Finally, a Greek actress has appeared as a new Hedda 
Gabler and the lads are in a dither of disagreement. 

Brooks Atkinson, of the Times, and Richard Watts, Jr., of the Herald 
Tribune, differed sharply on two plays in the last few days. Atkinson, 
apparently thinking Raphaelson’s ‘Jason’ character was aimed at him, 
panned the show as if from personal outrage. Watts, however, seemed 
to like the idea of a play about critics and even used his Sunday (1) 


column to repeat his opinion. 


Atkinson and Watts took opposite views of Katina Paxinou’s per- 
formance in the title part of the ‘Hedda Gabler’ revival, too. 
way has since been saying that even allowing for inevitable degrees of 
personal reaction, there must be certain basic standards of playing. 
There must be such a thing as good acting, or bad. Yet to Atkinson, 
Miss Paxinou’s performance has ‘the incandescence of a real actress,’ 
while to Watts it was ‘Hedda the horrible.’ 


can’t be right. One of the critics 


acting from bad. How about it, boys? 

Hecht’s ‘Lily of the Valley’ drew the week’s worst press. 
Anderson, of the N, Y. Journal-American, wrote a witty and discern- 
Richard Lockridge, of the Sun, wrote with his charac- 
teristic modesty and sympathy, yet didn’t hide his dislike of the show. 


ing pan of it. 


Louis Kronenberger, as critic for 


wrote the columns from which the ‘Lily’ material was taken, gave 
the play its worst beating, while Wilella Waldorf, in the Post, was 


stirred by it. Incidentally, it was a 
she liked everything. 


Burns Mantle, of the Daily News, gave his straddle rating (Two 
Stars Plus) to all three openings during the week, but he definitely 


didn’t like ‘Hedda.’ Robert Coleman, 


moving’ cliche about ‘Solitaire,’ thereby giving the John Van Druten 
play an even split of four favorable reviews and four pans from the 


daily critics. 


With John Mason Brown on a lecture tour, Frank Farrell brought a 
city room directness to the World- 


He also revealed a critical crush on 
lead in ‘Solitaire.’ 


Still, it didn’t quite equal Atkinson’s enthusiasm 
for Bobby Clark, in ‘The Rivals,’ or in anything else. 


noises at them—out loud and in 


Broad- 


Obviously, both extremes 
apparently can’t distinguish good 


John 


PM, the paper for which Hecht 


pleasant week for Miss Waldorf— 


in the Mirror, used kis pet ‘deeply 


Telegram’s reviewing assignment, 
12-year-old Pat Hitchcock, femme 








Phila. ‘Unalert? | 
Lets 2 ‘Nazis 
Parade Safely 








Philadelphia, Feb. 3. 

The Philadelphia Record on Sun-| 
day (1) called the American Guild of 
Variety Artists office for a couple of 
actors to help out in a stunt testing 


the alertness of the citizenry—but | 
not an actor would take the job. 
Stunt 


dress as 


have the thespians 
Nazi-U-Boat 
and parade around midtown to see if 
they would be spotted. Not one of 
50 actors who were.the type on 
AGVA lists would take the job for 
fear of getting beaten up by some 
outraged 

The paper finally assigned two of} 
its staff reporters to the sfu.t. They | 
paraded around for three hours in| 
the center of town, talked in German 
dialects to cops, soldiers, citizens and 
bartenders; yet no one apparently 
noticed the swastikas on their hats or 
paid any attention to them. 

The stunt was similar to one pulled 
by the British War office in which 
two of its members paraded through 
London recently togged out as para- 
chutists without being molested. 


was to 


commanders | 


citizen. 


| 


Crawford, in Lombard = 
Pic, Donates $112,500 | 
Salary to Charities 


Hollywood, Feb. 3. 

Joan Crawford takes over the 
Part originally assigned to Carole 
Lombard in ‘He Kissed the Bride’ at 
Columbia, donating her entire sal- 
ary, $112,500, to charity. It will be 
Miss Crawford’s second outside pic- 
ture in all her years on the Metro 
lot. She will be given leave of ab- 
sence from the Culver City studio. 


Of the actress’ salary, $50,000 goes 
to the Red Cross, $25,000 to the In- 
ay Paralysis Fund, $25,000 to the 
scion Picture Relief Fund and 
$12,500 to the Navy Relief Fund. 








shrilling from the tree tops at Metro, 





‘TARZAN’ WASHING UP 
AT M-G AFTER 9 YEARS 


Hollywood, Feb. 38. 


‘Tarzan’ pictures and their chief 
exponent, Johnny Weissmuller, both 
go off the Metro lot with the com- 
pletion of “Tarzan Against the World.’ 
Studio is abandoning tree swingers 
and Weissmuller, after nine years of 











is mulling a deal with Sol Lesser, 

Tarzan’s mate, Maureen O'Sullivan, 
was turned adrift by the studio some 
time ago. 


| 


| created for 


JUNE MARLOWE IS 


UNIQUE FIGURE 


‘Blonde Actress Speaks Per- 


fect Spanish But Always Is 


Cast As Yanqui — Rest of | 


Who’s Who Entirely Na- 
tive 


UNLIKE HOLLYWOOD 





Buenos Aires, Jan. 25. 

At least one American actress, 
June Marlowe, is mistress of the 
Spanish language to the extent of 
being a regular player in motion 
pictures made in Argentina. But be- 
cause she is American and a blonde 
she is invariably ‘type-cast’ as a 
Yanqui. She’s especially in demand 
for comedy scenes and because she 


is also a singer and dancer. 
Marlowe also appears on the Buenos 
Aires stage. , 

Unlike Hollywood where all na- 
tionalities are freely represented 
the film industry here is pretty ex- 
clusively native in stars and direc- 
tors. Missing are the Swedes, the 
Germans, the French and the large 
battalion of British talent which are 
so conspicuous in Hollywood along 


with a scattering of Danes, Russians, | 


Mexicans and others. 

Unknown to US. filmgoers, but as 
familiar as Gable and Garbo to 
Latin film fans, are these outstand- 
ing Latin stars: 

Libertad Lamarque: 
star, specializing 
roles, she’s in her thirties, as are 
many of the big names in Latin 
films, age apparently making no dif- 
ference. Can actually play the 
guitar and sing sad tangos with a 
choke that makes millions of Latins 
weep. 

Nini 


Top Latin 


Marshall: 
she 
radio. Stuff, although 
local, popular beyond Argentine be- 
(Continued on page 55) 





++ 


Miss | 


in melodramatic | 


Top comedienne. | 
| Plays several girl types which 





| 








H wood Counts Its Aliens as U.S. 


| 





Sadistic 


Don Cordray, WJZ, New 
York, all-night record spinner, 
has a penchant for good-natur- 
edly needling guest stars he gets 
on his owl sessions. He allows 
his guests to emcee a quarter or 
half-hour broadcast, adding their 
own comments on_ records 
played, but always using plat- 
ters selected by Cordray him- 
self, which is where he gets in 
his needle work. 

For instance, he recently had 
Sammy Kaye on his show and 
handed him a group of Blue 
Barron platters to turntable 
(Barron’s band is very close in 
style to Kaye's); another tirne 
he had Benny Goodman, who 
was assigned Artie Shaw discs. 
Topper, however, was a bunch 
of Rudy Vallee recordings which 
Will Osborne spun recently. 


DURBIN MAKES 
PEACE WITH U 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 

Differences between Deanna Dur- 
| bin and Universal have been patched 
|up. Treaty of peace was signed by 
|Nate Blumberg, president of the 
| company, and the young actress, who 
|returns to the fold after a tour of 
| Army camps in the east. 
Announcement of the peace pro- 
| tocol was made with expressions of 
| gratification from both sides. Their 
| months’ old spat resulted from Miss 
| Durbin’s resentment of the studio’s 
treatment of young producer 
| Vaughn Paul, whom she had married 
| shortly before. 














a patriotic tour covering camps in 
Massachusetts, New Jersey, Dela- 
}ware and Pennsylvania before 
iturning for picture work in March. 


re- 





Praises Generosity of Hollywood 


Editor, ‘Variety’: 

This letter is written in response 
to your story in last week’s ‘Variety’ 
regarding the failure of Miss Greta 
Garbo to appear on the program of 
Jan, 24 for the President’s Infantile 
Paralysis Fund. First about Garbo: 

The publicity for the celebration 
of the President’s Birthday was be- | 
ing handled in New York by George 
W. Johnstone. in Hol- 
lywood came to me for a tentative | 


His assistant 


list of the artists who were to ap- 
pear on the first broadcast and I 
gave her such a list, which included 
the name of Miss Garbo. Up to that 
time, Miss Garbe had ot agreed ‘o 
appear nor did she refuse such ap- 
pearance. The Hollywood Commit- 
tee was confident that it could se- 
|cure Miss Garbo’s appearance 
Notwithstanding the fact that the 


list furnished Johnstone was a tenta- 
tive one, he released publicity which 
included Miss Garbo’s name. Because | 
of the fact that this was to be Miss | 
Garbo’s first microphone appearance, 
it naturally attracted attention in | 
the press. 

The situation is an unfortunate | 
one, albeit everyone acted in good | 
faith. For my part I placed reliance 
upon the assurances of the Holly- 
wood Committee that Miss Garbo’s 
appearance probably would be ob- 
tained. Undoubtedly, the Hollywood | 
Committee felt that Miss Garbo 
would not refuse for such a worthy | 
cause; and the further complication 
was added by the fact that John- 
stone, upon receiving the tentative 
list, prematurely released publicity 


making mention of Miss Garbo’s 
name. i 

I have no criticism to make of 
Miss Garbo. She has the right tol 


refuse to appear for any charity 
cause if she sees fit to do so, and 
| she should not be assailed for this 
reason. For my part, I reiterate I 


acted in good faith, feeling that the 


Hollywood Committee would be able 


to persuade Miss Garbo to appear. 


Now, about the other matters 
which appear in your story. You 
state ‘She (Garbo) has long had a 


genuine horror of radio and is quoted 
as seeing no reason why she should 


| endure personal agony simply to per- 


mit Arch Oboler to score a ‘scoop’ 
and add her to his gallery of ‘f 
free’ promotions.’ 
Stars’ Generosity 

The go-called ‘for free’ promotion 
have not been promotions for Arch 
Oboler but have been promotions fo! 
what I regard as mighty worthy 
causes. In the Treasury Hour serie 
j; there appeared a long list of out- 
standing stars of screen, stage, and 
radio and in every instance their 
services were donated in the sense 
that they received only the minimum 
AFRA scale. 

It should be of more than passing 
interest to you to know that prac- 


tically the entire list of prominent 


| film stars in Hollywood volunteered 


for this series. These stars were most 
anxious to do their bit for the Gov- 


ernment. In this list should be in- 
|eluded such names as Bette Davis, 
Miriam Hopkins, Henry Fonda, 
Priscilla Lane, Martha Scott, Ray- 


mond Massey and many others, too 
numerous to mention. If it is not 
out of place to so state, I might add 
that these stars were influenced in 
part to go on the show because they 
had some degree of confidence in 
the kind of script that I would write 
for them. And, parenthetically i 


Singing star leaves Friday (6) on! 


should add, that while these star 
| were not paid for their appearances 
neither was I We were all attempt- 
ing to do a job for the Treasury 
Department of the United State 
Goes Back 2 Years 
Going back two years ago when 
NBC put on a series of program 
which I was writing and directing, 
Nazimova, James Cagney tonald 
Colman, Joan Crawford, and many 
others volunteered to give their 
services for the AFRA minimum, 
merely as a contribution to the de- 
e] yp eT of oa ia i art 
Cre re ( I t! pre ! erie 
f P i A Cli 
NBC ¢ é } 1 the ime oO*% 
helr if pport from Hollywood 
d € rs Nholehe eC tney 
€ olunteere é ervice ! 
I € ri au I he ( 
ac i I ¢ peing p d fo } 
ervice, either. 
If all this be ‘high-pressure’, then 
I must plead guilty. Frankly, I 
thought we were. all trying to do} 
a job for the United States Govern- 


than dozens 
from industry and 
rendering service 
to the Government without pay. 
These are trying times. The Amer- 
ican people have been kind to stage 
and most of whom have 
tantial incomes. I see 
no reason why they shouldn’t help to 
the fullest extent of their abilities. 
| But to their credit it should be added 


ment. It is doing no less 
of top executives 


business, who are 


screen stars 


made very subs 


that it has never been necessary to | 


exert pressure on them. Hollywood 
has been generous in offering its 


wholehearted support to the Red 


Cross, March of Dimes and the vari- 
ous shows in which the Governmen’‘ 
is interested Arch Oboler. 


Orders Move-Out From Coast Areas 


+ sesneiiniingsn 


Hollywood, Feb. 3. 

Check-up on the nationality of 
hundreds of film artists and worke 
men is under way in the studios as 
a result of the announcement by At- 
torney General Biddle in Washington 
that all alien enemies must be evac- 
uated frem vital war areas on the 
Pacific Coast. Particular attention is 
being paid to the 7,000 extras regis- 
tered with Central Casting Corp. 
Other departments in the film indus- 
try will make their reports at a sese 
sion presided over by Y. Frank Free- 
man, head of the Producers’ Asso- 
ciation. 

Howard R. Philbrick, general man- 
ager of Central Casting, reported 
only one Japanése on the current 
register. As for alien Germans and 
Italians, there is no record. Phil- 
brick declared the Screen Actors 
Guild prepared figures several 
months ago on foreign-born players, 
but these would have to be checked 
to determine how many had obtained 
citizenship papers, 

Kenneth Thomson, executive secs 
retary of the Screen Actors Guiid, 
expressed the belief that most of the 
first flight actors were either citizens 
or had taken out their first papers. 
He promised to make an immediate 
study of membership. Other guilds 
and unions are checking up to deter- 
mine what percentage, if any. will be 
affected by the evacuation order. 

Proclamation prohibits alien Jap- 
anese, Germans or Italians from an 
area covering practically all the film 
studios. Aliens are given until Feb, 
| 24 to move into other districts. 


LANUCK, BERLIN PALS 
AGAIN; DEAL COOKING 


Hollywood, Feb. 3. 

Chill between Darryl Zanuck and 
Irving Berlin, which dates back to 
‘Tin Pan Alley,” has been thawed out 
by William Goetz, and all's well 
again, with a deal being talked. 

Zanuck is hopeful that some ar- 
rangement can be worked out where- 








| by the songwriter would supervise 


Oboler Has No Criticism of Garbo; 


his own production. 
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Louis B. Mayer's $700,000 Tops M-G 


For 1941. Loew 


Louis B. Mayer made more than 
$700,000 in salary and participation 
in the profits of Loew’s, Inc., during 
1941. Second top earner among dis- 
tribution and production execs of 
the company was producer Hunt 
Stromberg, with about $337,000. He 
Was just $3,000 ahead of president 
Nicholas M. Schenck, who made 
around $334,000. 

Total salaries and percentage par- 
ticipation of 12 top Loew’s-Metro 
execs amounted to about $3,400.000 
for the year. Of that sum approxi- 
mately half was in salaries and the 
other half in profit-sharing setup of 
the company. 

Figures became available as a re- 
sult of the Loew's, Inc., stockholders 
meeting in New York yesterday | 
(Tuesday). One of the stockholders | 
requested that the amounts paid out | 
in the percentage participation plan | 


be read. Salaries had previously 
been made public. Figures on sal- 
aries and percentages, the latter | 
based on Loew's net of approxi-| 
mately $9,000,000 after certain 
charges, are: 
1941 

Louis B. Mayer, v.p., 6.7% of net, 
$548.425; salary, $156,000; total, 
$704,425. 

Hunt Stromberg, production bonus, 
$77,409; salary, $260,000; total, 
$337,500. 


N. M. Schenck, president; 2.5% of 
net, $204,204; salary, $130,000; total, 
$334,204. 

Sam Katz, v.p.; 1.4% of net, $121,- 

79: salary, $156,000; total, $278,000. 

Edgar J. Mainix, v.p.; 1.4% of net, 








$121,979: salary, $156,000; total, 
$278,000. | 

Al Lichtman, v.p.: 1.05% of net. 
$91,484; salary, $156,000; total. 
$247,500. 

Bernard Hyman, prod. exec.; 0.7% 
of net, $60,989; salary, $169.000; 
total, $230,000. 

David Bernstein, v.p. and treas.; 


1.5% of net, $122,522; salary, $104,- | 
000; total, $226,522. 

J. Robert Rubin, v.p. and counsel; | 
1.4% of net, $100,308; salary, 104,000, 
total, $204,308. 

Lawrence Weingarten, producer; 
0.35% of net, $30,494; salary, $169,- 
000; total, $199,500. 

Ben Thau, asst. to Mayer; 0.7% of 


net, $60,989; salary, $91,000; total, 
$152,000. 

Harry Rapf, producer; 0.35% net, 
$30,494: salary, $114,400; total, 
$145,000. 


Radio, Picture Coin 
Donated to Charity 
Ruled Tax Exempt 


Hollywood, Feb. 3. 
Uncle Sam will not collect taxes 


on salaries paid to film stars for 
broadcasts or pictures and turned 
over to the Red Cross or other 


charitable institutions. Norman H. 
Davis, national Red Cross chairman, 
cited a recent ruling by the Depart- 
ment of Treasury, in response to a 
letter from Harry M. Warner, indus- 


try Red Cross chairman. In part, 
Davis said: 
‘Realizing the practical difficulty | 


of obtaining in advance explicit rul- 
ings on each separate instance of do- 
nated services, we have sought to 
summarize the secretary’s letter in 
three simple conditions, which, if 
carefully observed, will, in our judg- 
ment, result in non-taxable income to 
the contributing artist. 

1. The service performed by the 
artist must be plainly for the bene- 
fit of a designated charitable organi- 
gation. 

2. The party responsible for the 
salary payment, that is the producer 
or sponsor, must acknowledge in ad- 
vance of the rendition of the artist's 
services his liability to make pay- 
ment of such salary direct and ex- 
clusively to the designated charity. 

3. The services of the artist would 
not have been rendered except for 
his desire to aid a designated charity. 


Col. Gets a Title From 
Another Company’s Film 


Columbia has taken a line from 
Samuel Goldwyn’s ‘Ball of Fire’ and 
registered it as a title for one of 
its own pictures. 

Line is ‘What’s Buzzin’, Cousin?’ 
Barbara Stanwyck, star of ‘Fire,’ is 

id to have provided the phrase 
herself it being one she recailed 
from her youth .in Brooklyn, - 





+ 


ieach other professionally, but they 





Stockholders Learn 





Reynolds in ‘Blockade’ 


In addition to a cast including a 
flock of British stars, ‘The Big 





of prominent people in other fields 
playing themselves. Among them is 
Quentin Reynolds, Collier’s  cor- 
respondent in Europe. Reynolds is 
currently back in this country on a 
lecture tour. 

‘Blockade’ was made by Ealing 
Studios and will be released by 
United Artists in the U. S. under a 
deal made last year by which the 
company guarantees to distribute a 
minimum of three Ealing pix a year. 
Playing in ‘Blockade,’ are Robert 
Morley, Leslie Banks, Michael Red- 
grave, Will Hay, Basil Sydney, Al- 
fred Drayton, John Stuart, Griffith | 
Jones, Marius Goring and John Mills. | 
Michael Balcon produced. 


HELLINGER DUE 








Blockade,’ recently completed in Lon- | 
don for U. S. release, has a number | 


Disney in D.C. Huddles 
On More Gov't Shorts 


Walt Disney is huddling with 
Navy Department and Treasury of- 
ficials in Washington this week on 
production of another batch of de- 
fense shorts. He is due in New York 
for a quickie visit en route to the 
Coast. 

' Roy Disney shoved off for Holly- 
| wood last Thursday (29). 


' 











Top Indies Form 
Own Group Aloag 
Hays Office Lines 


Hollywood, Feb. 3. 

Eight name picture makers have 
banded together in an organization 
to be known as Society of Inde- 
pendent Motion’ Picture Producers, 
Inc. It will operate independently 
ef but similar to the Hays organi- 
zation. Charter members who paid 
$2,500 entrance fee are Charles 








TO QUIT 20TH 


Hollywood, Feb. 3. 

Clash of two positive minds is the 
motivation for Mark Hellinger’s con- 
templated resignation as a producer 
at 20th-Fox with more than a year 
to run on the present contract. 
Hellinger and Darryll Zanuck are | 
still friends, socially, and respect | 





clash about story material and its 
proper handling. 

There was the same trouble at} 
Warners, where Hellinger and Hal | 
Wallis engaged in many a literary | 
clinch. 

Understood Hellinger will check | 
out after he finishes his current pro- 


duction, ‘Moontide,’ slated for April 





release. Under his contract he is 
permitted to pul! out at his own 
request, 





TAY GARNETT TRYS OUT 
| IN RADIO ON FEB. 15 


Hollywood, Feb. 3. 
Tay Garnett, film producer-direc- 
tor, has formed Tay Garnett Radio 
Productions and will offer his debut 








| Sheets to the Wind,’ first of a series 
Sunday night on NBC-Red. John 
Wayne and Helga Moray, English 

| legit and film actress, will play the 

| leads. Ker Englund has scripted 

| ‘Three Sheets’ and Charles Dant’s 
orchestra will provide the music. 

| James Parks Co., Chicago, is sales 


| representative for Garnett Produc- 


| 


| tions, 


radio program Feb: 15 with ‘Three | 


Chaplin, Walt Disney, Alexander 
Korda, Mary Pickford, David O. 
Selznick, Walter Wanger, Sam Gold- 
wyn and Orson Welles. 

Temporary president of the new 
outfit is Loyd Wright, film biz at- 
torney, who will step aside when a 
new head, who can devote his full 
time to the job, is selected. James 
Allen, formerly with Department of 
Justice in the public relations de- 
partment, is executive secretary. 
Membership fees, similar to per- 
centage arrangement now prevailing 
in the Hays organization, will later 
be exacted. 

Society, which emphasizes that 
none of its producers are affiliated 
with theatre-owning groups, has 
been set up to work out its own 
problems, peculiar to its own group 


| of indies. 





SELZNICK ENDS LONG 
PROD. LULL WITH ‘KEYS’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 3. 

David 0. Selznick moved back 
into production yesterday (Mon.) 
| after two years of inactivity, with 
tests for his high-budget picture, 
‘Keys of the Kingdom,’ an adapta- 
| tion of the controversial novel by 
| A. J. Cronin. 

Robert Stevenson, director, is test- 
ing 26 candidates for the lead roles. 
Picture is for United Artists release. 














Lotsa Blood 


Hollywood, Feb. 3. 
Screen Writers Guild is exceeding 
its quota on donations to the Red 
Cross blood bank. 
Financial contributions from mem- 
bers also good. 








| 
| 





Squelch Attempt to Inject Bioff 
Case in Loew's Stockholder Meeting 





Attempt to bring up for discussion 
at Loew’s annual stockholder meet- 
|ing in New York yesterday (Tues- 
|day) the payments by the company 
'to Willie Bioff and George E. Browne 
were quickly stifled. J. Robert Ru- 
| bin, Loew’s vice-president and gen- 
}eral counsel, who presided at the 
| conclave of the -company’s owners, 
| refused to entertain any talk of the 
payments to the two labor leaders, 
revealed in Federal Court when they 
were convicted of extortion a few 
months ago. 

Rubin explained that inasmuch as 
the matter was still before the courts 
it was an improper subject of dis- 
cussion. There was no objection to 
his ruling. Watson Washburn, an 
attorney, who brought the Bioff pay- 
ments up, said at his office after the 
meeting that he ‘merely wondered 
whether the company had any state- 
ment to make on the matter.’ Wash- 
burn said he was not a stockholder 
himself, but refused to reveal for 
whom he held a proxy. 

Only other reflection of the 
Browne-Bioff payments, over which 
Loew’s faces a number of stockholder 
suits, came after a number of those 
at the meeting got up to ‘express 


} 








appreciation and gratitude for the 
fine way in which the officers have 
run the company.’ 

It was suggested that this expres- 
sion be put in the form of a resolu- 
tion, whereupon a stockholder asked 
an amendment be made to the effect 
that there was ‘appreciation and gra- 
titude except for matters now before 
the court.’ Rubin said he didn’t feel 
the amendment was pertinent, but 
put it to a vote before the group, the 
majority of which favored dropping 
it from the resolution, which was 
later passed, 


Meeting otherwise went off accord- 
ing to schedule, with all 12 directors 
re-elected without an opposing nom- 
ination. Votes cast represented 1,- 
226,263 shares of the 1,801,735 com- 
mon and preferred outstanding. 


Directors re-elected were Rubin, 
George N. Armsby, David Bernstein, 
Leopold Friedman, John R. Hazel, 
Alexander Lichtman, Charles C. 
Moskowitz, William A. Parker, Nich- 
olas M. Schenck, Joseph R. Vogel, 
David Warfield and Henry Rogers 
Winthrop. 


Warfield followed his annual cus- 
‘tom by attending the meeting. 
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Theatres Seeking Boxoffice Solution 
To National Daylight Saving Clip 


Preparing to meet national day- 
light saving, but with no concrete 
counteractives brought forth to date, 
all of the country’s theatres for the 
first time in history and for an in. 
definite period face the possibility 
of boxoffice injury when clocks are 
moved forward one hour on Mon- 
day (9). 

In some quarters it is believed that 
daylight saving due to wartime may 
have greater effect against business 
than in the past, when it was ex. 
istent only over the summer, due to 
the fact that the war has also shift- 
ed the play at the b.o. Matinees have 
gone off, while night business has 
increased. With the new measure 
providing more and more daylight 
as the year progresses, this may cut 
into the night trade also, while ex- 
pected matinee levels will continue 
down. 

Opinions vary as to what horm 
daylight saving time has caused in 
the past, when usually in effect from 
the last Sunday in April to the final 
Sunday in September. Operators in 
towns with large golfing populations 
or close by beaches are believed to 
have been the greatest sufferers, 
while in other territories having day- 
light time it appeared that the sum- 
mer business levels remained about 
the same as before. 

A thought expressed in film cir- 
cles as an offset against daylight sav- 
ing time is the maintenance of a 
lower price scale later in the eve- 
ning than now, when price changes 
occur at 5 or 6 o'clock. This may 
be an inducement to get people in 
before dark. 


5 PIX, PLAY, BOOK, ETC., 
ON BRIT. COMMANDOS 


Exploits of the Commandos, 
Britain’s invasion troops, have ap- 
parently intrigued imaginations in the 
United States to the extent that there 
are at least four pictures on the 
Commandos coming up, plus a 
Broadway play, a book and a mag 








Grainger In N. Y. 





James R. Grainger, president of 
Republic, returned to New York 
Thursday (29) from a swing through 
the eastern territory for brief 
home-office huddles prior to his de- 
parture for the Coast. Grainger is 


going to Los Angeles late this week 
for the first of customary quarterly 
regional sales meets, set for Feb. 12. 
Herbert J. Yates already is on the 
Coast lining up Republic product 
for the fourth quarter. 

Grainger visited Washington, Cin- 
cinnati, Cleveland and Pittsburgh 
on this trip. He reports business for 
the company remarkably strong. 


WON'T CHANGE 
FOX SENTENCE 


Philadelphia, Feb. 3. 

U. S. District Court Judge Guy 
K. Bard last week refused—for the 
third time—to make any change in 
the year-and-a-day sentence and 
$3,000 fine he imposed on William 
Fox, bankrupt ex-film magnate, on 
charges of conspiracy to obstruct 
justice and defraud the Govern- 
ment. 

Fox was convicted after he pleaded 
guilty to the charges, but the Gov- 
ernment failed to convict two other 
men similarly accused: Former Cir- 


cuit Court Judge J .Warren Davis 
and Morgan S. Kaufman, Scranton | 
attorney. The U. S. dropped charges 
against them when two juries failed 
to agree on a verdict. 


Martin Littleton, Jr., Fox’s attor- 

















ney, argued that dismissal of the 

charges against Davis and Kaufman a deGnitely lined up are 
d = ‘ . : ’ J « 
enxeyed the Sesic requirement of Columbia’s ‘The Commandos,’ from 


the law that it takes at least two 
persons to engage in a conspiracy. 
Judge Bard, however, ruled that 
one person may be sentenced on a 
conspiracy charge, even if the other 
defendants are not ‘concurrently or 
precedently convicted’ with him. 


Fox is under $50,000 bail pending 
an appeal to the U. S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals, The case grew out of 
Fox’s alleged loans to Judge Davis 
while his bankruptcy litigation was 
pending in Davis’ court. Kaufman 
was charged with being the go-be- 
tween. 


a story by Elliott Arnold, of the New 
York World-Telegram; Republic’s 
‘Here Come the Commandos,’ which 
the studio is giving an oversized 
budget; Warner Bros.’ ‘Edge of 
Darkness,’ from the bock of that 
| title by William Woods, which the 
company acquired last week for 
$30,000, Paramount’s ‘Channel Port,’ 
which will be filmed in England, 
and one which William Rowland has 
on the fire for indie production. 

Legiter is John Steinbeck’s ‘The 
Moon is Down,’ which Oscar Serlin 
is preparing for Broadway produc- 
| tion in April. It will also be pub- 
lished as a book. Mag story, ‘The 
Commandos Come at Dawn,’ is by 
C. E. Forrester. 


Shumlin Will Direct 
‘Rhine’ for Hal Wallis 


Hal Wallis returned to the Coast 
over the weekend after five days in 
New York huddling with Herman 
Shumlin and Lillian Hellman on 
‘Watch on the Rhine.’ Shumlin pro- 
duced and Miss Hellman wrote the 








L. A. to N. Y. 


Louise Beavers, 
John Boles. 
Richard Collins. 
Dorothy Comingore. 
Jackie Cooper. 
Irving Cummings. 
Dan Danker. 
George Dembow. 
Marta Eggerth. 
Homer Fickett. 
Bonita Granville. 
Ruth Hussey. 
Walter Huston. 
Paul Jarrico. 








Jan Kiepura legiter, which will be the second o1 
Vincent Korda. third film to be made by his new 
Burton Lewis. unit at Warner Bros., Wallis said. 

Kay Mulvey. Shumlin, who has directed many 
Ona Munson. | legiters, will make his debut as a 
Clare Olmstead. | film director with ‘Rhine.’ Dashiell 


Hammett will do the scripting. Paul 
Lukas, who stars in the stage play, 
is virtually certain for the picture, 
Wallis stated. 

Producer declared the screenplay 
will be very similar to the legit 
version, with its reflection of the 
underground movement in Germany. 
‘Desperate Journey,’ with Errol 
Flynn, which went before the cam- 
eras this week, is the initial pro- 
duction by Wallis’ unit. 

Shumlin flew to the Coast Sunday 
(1) for further studio huddles. He's 
due back next week. 


Should Be Quick Study 


Hollywood, Feb. 3. 
Charles Winninger plays the same 
role in the film, ‘Friendly Enemies.’ 
for Edward Small that he did on 
the stage 20 years ago. 
Charles Ruggles is 


Harry Perry. 
William Pine. 

John Reber. 

Maxie Rosenbloom. 
Irving Reis. 

Artie Schwartz. 
Gradwell L. Sears. 
Murray Silverstone, 
A. K. Spencer, 
Frank Walker. 
Alfred Wallenstein. 
Richard Whorf. 





N. Y. to L.A. 


Pat Casey. 

Ava Gardner, 

Paul Henried. 
Michele Morgan. 
Robert Mosher. 
George Raft. 

Mickey Rooney. 
Bernard L. Schubert, 
Herman Shumlin. 
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Sol Lesser, McDonough Quit RKO: 
Studio Prod. Reorg Awaits Schaefer 








Hollywood, Feb. 3. 

Sol Lesser, executive producer, 
and J. R. McDonough, in charge of 
B production at the studio, have 
poth resigned in a producer shakeup 
at RKO which has been expected 
for some time. Lesser’s resignation 
becomes effective when he cleans up 
his duties. Joe Breen asked him to 


hold off action until George 
Schaefer’s arrival this week, but 
Lesser insisted on serving Official 
notice. 


McDonough handed in his resig- 
nation Monday (2), terminating nine 
years with the company. He called 
it quits while Breen was discussing 
reorganization of the B unit on new 
product. McDonough was brought 
into the company by David Sarnoff 
(RCA) in 1933 to conduct a survey 
of RKO theatre and picture proper- 
ties, and the following year was 
sent to the Coast to operate the stu- 
dio, He left the studio two years 
later, when Leo Spitz assumed the 
presidency, then returned in 1938 
when Pandro Berman became ex- 
ecutive producer and operated pro- 
duction units on the lot. 

A year ago McDonough headed 
the B unit as exec producer and 
handled outside independent pro- 
duction deals for the company. An- 
other leaving RKO is Cliff Reid, 
producer at the studio since 1934. 
His contract expires Feb. 20 and will 
not be renewed. Bert Gilroy, who 
has been turning out shorts, Tim 
Holt westerns and small budget fea- 
tures, stays on. Lou Ostrow, pre- 
viously producer at Metro and 20th- 
Fox, joins RKO as assistant to 
Breen. 

Reorg Awaits Schaefer 

Breen says that reorganization of 
the production department awaits ar- 
rival here >of Schaefer within the 
next two weeks. Accompanying 
prexy here for discussion of 1942-'43 
product plans will be Ned Depinet, 
Charles Koerner and several RKO 
theatre operators. 

Lesser, who went with the studio 
six months ago, plans to close out 
his RKO duties b, March 1. He 
will resume his own production and 
has a commitment with United Art- 
ists to deliver ‘Strange Victory,’ 
which he puts into peSaerten after 
lining up a cast. 

Howard Benedict has also checked 
out of RKO, after seven years, for a 
production berth at Universal. A 
former Baltimore newspaperman, he 
was with the Theatre Guild in New 
York when Robert Sisk brought him 
into RKO. 

He served for five years as studio 
publicity director and for the past 
two years was a producer. 


FELLOWS EXITS WB, 
DIFF UN PROD. POLICY 


Hollywood, Feb. 3. 








Robert Fellows checked off the | 


Warners lot after four years as an 
associate producer, Last picture 
was the Errol Flynn starrer. ‘They 
Died with Their Boots On.’ 

Prior to the Flynn film Fellows 
made ‘Knute Rockne, All- American,’ 
‘An Angel from Texas’ and ‘Santa 
Fe Trail.” On his schedule was 
‘Gentleman Jim,’ the life story of 
James J, Corbett, which has been 
Postponed. Understood there had 
been divergent opinions on policy 
between Fellows and Warners for 
S¢veral months. 





Odets at Warners For 
Screenplay On Gershwin 


, Hollywood, Feb. 8. 
enliftora Odets was signed by Warn- 
a to develop ‘Rhapsody In Blue,’ 

e life story of George Gershwin, 
into a screenplay. 


Jerry Wald, producer, has been 








| 
| 





collaborating for months with Ira 


| straight 


Want RKO Meeting 





RKO minority stockholders 
are reported pressuring strongly 
for a shareholders’ meeting, 
which has been several times 
postponed, owing to uneasiness 
over administrative and studio 
production policies, 

Shareholders meeting set for 
June, 1941, was not held and one 
generally expected in December 
was postponed until June, 1942, 
by action of board of directors. 


FREEMAN AGAIN 
TOPS COAST 
PROD. ASSN. 


Hollywood, Feb. 3. 

Third terms were voted last night 
(Monday) to Y. Frank Freeman, 
prexy, and other officers of the 
Assn, of Motion Picture Producers. 
They are E. J. Mannix, first v.p.; 
Cliff Work, second v.p.; Fred Beet- 
son, executive v.p. and secretary- 
treasurer. 

The board of directors was also 
retained by unanimous vote and ap- 
proved the appointment of a Holly- 
wood coordinator to collaborate with 
Francis Harmon on war activities 
they affect the picture industry. 

With the advent of wartime sav- 
ings Feb. 9, studios return to 9 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. workday. Since the war’s 
outbreak, clock-punching started at 
8 a.m. 

Producers announced a 
will be made of _ studio 
shops with a view to their 
tion for defense production, 


HURLEY, CHARTERIS UA 
PROD. DEALS GO COLD 


He wood, Feb. 3. 

Harold Hurley was freed from his 
contract to produce pictures for 
United Artists, following a disagree- 
ment over budget policies. Hurley 
wanted to make low-cost films, 
as he had produced for years at Par- 
amount, but UA owners demanded 
high-bracket product. 
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SPECIAL GROUP 
PLANG REVAMPS 


Realignment of Hays Office 
Activities Immediately Ef- 
fective—Pettijohn Resign- 
ing—Bert New Out 








HAYS ‘AS IS’ 





Revamp of the film industry’s ap- 
proach to public, Governmental and 
intra-industry problems is in pro- 
cess, under guidance of a special 
policy committee which has been 
appointed by director members of 
the two major trade associations, 
the Motion Picture Producers & 
Distributors of America, Inc., in 
New York, and the Assn. of Motion 
Picture Producers, headquartered in 
Hollywood. 


Will H. Hays continues as presi- 
dent of MPPDA fer as long as he 
desires to hold the spot. Realign- 
ment of some of the association's 
activities will become immediately 
effective, however. Resignations of 
Charles C, Pettijohn, who has served 
as counsel and legislative contact for 
the organization, and displacement 
of Bert New, in charge of Washing- 
ton, D. C., contacts, are anticipated. 
Hays and three attorney representa- 
tives of the west coast unit, who 
were in New York for 10 days, left 
for California Sunday (1), 





Their conferences, shrouded in the 
seclusion of quarters high in 
Hotel Pierre tower, explored the en- 
tire field of the industry’s public | 
relations. Discussions included three 
New York film attorneys and execu- 
tives, Austin C, Keough, 
mount; J. Robert Rubin, 


of Metro, 


and Joseph W. Hazen, of Warners. | Harbord's 


Visitors were Mendel Silberberg, of | 
RKO and Columbia studios; Maurice 
Benjamin, of the Coast firm of Loeb, 
& Loeb, and Herbert 
Freston, of Warners. 


Sessions were conducted with such | 
secrecy that officials of at least three | L. P. Yandell. 


| major film companies, 


all members 
of both associations, claim they were 


not apprised of the meetings, nor 
informed of any determinations 
reached. 

New Plan on Legislation 


Drafting of a new plan of handling 


| legislative matters remains to be 
completed within the next few} 
weeks. Both Pettijohn and New are} 


| close personal friends of Hays. 
| former 
| the 
|20 years ago. 
such | 


| 
| 


Same financial attitude caused 
Leslie Charteris, author of ‘The| 
Saint,’ mystery yarns, to call off 


negotiations for a producing setup. 


UA wanted pictures costing $400,000 | 


apiece and Charteris refused to meet 
that figure. ‘Saint’ stories, formerly 
| produced at RKO, are on the open 
market again. 


bias Welles to Rio 





Phil Retenen. RKO foreign sales 
chief associated with the Office of 
Inter-American Affairs, is leaving 


New York for Rio de Janeiro Friday 
(6). 
Brazil to make part of a feature 
production there, will accompany 
Reisman from Miami, They will 
reach Rio Sunday (8). 

Welles’ picture has been tenta- 
tively titled ‘It’s All True.’ It will 
be distributed on RKO’s regular 
schedule via an arrangement where- 
by the Inter-American Affairs of- 
fice will guarantee it against losses. 





Bogart Tied Up 


Hollywood, Feb. 3. 
Bogart drew the first 
contract ever 


Humphrey 
seven-year 


ershwin, brother of the late com- | handed out at Warners, 


Poser, on material for the picture., . | 


He’ll get star billing. 


The 
has occupied a key in | 
since its formation, 

New is less known In 
New York film circles. He formerly 

was active in Indiana and national | 
politics, and has held the Washing- | 
ton post for 12 years. 


post 
Hays office 


That the joint committee, each 
division of which will report back to 
its own board of directors, meant 
business and was disinclined to 
procrastinate, was dramatized at an 
|all-morning session in the Hays of- 
fice Thursday (29), when the six 
members and Hays met with the top 
advertising and publicity men of 
N. Y. home-offices of the film com- 
|panies. The press group was Or- 
| ganized several years ago as an ad- 
| vertising advisory council to admin 
ister the advertising code It was 
| brought out in the discussion that 


| 


Orson Welles, who is going to | 





| have 
| placement, of. Pettijohn 


they had not met as a group to deter- 
mine industry policies for more than 
a year. 

Point also was made by a spokes- | 
man for the west coast producers 


that there was urgent need for closer | year for Columbia. 


cooperation between the eastern} 
group and the Hollywood publicity | 
staffs. 

Constituency of the 
policy committee of the two trade | 
associations is the same that acted as 
steering committee for the industry | 
several months ago in the investiga- | 
tion of film war propaganda con- 
ducted by a sub-committee of the 
U. S. Senate. It was they who en- 
gaged Wendell L. Willkie to act es 
counsel before the Senate probers. | 
Experience gained from the open 
hearings in Washington is said to | 
prompted the move for dis- 
and New. 


the | been recalled by the U. S. Army for 


Agenda of Attys. N. Y. Confabs 
Discloses Wide Variety of Industry 


Problems; Decree, Public Relations 





Milestone Back to WB 


Hollywood, Feb. 3. 

Lewis Milestone returned to War- 
ners under a director contract as 
part of the drive for talent on the 
Burbank lot, where he once worked 
as a gag man and later as a film 
editor, 

Since leaving Warners Milestone 
has turned out a number of success- 
ful pictures, latest of which was 
‘My Life With Caroline’ for RKO. 


HARBORD QUITS 
RKO BD, BACK 
TO ARMY 


Major Gen, James G. Harbord, 
RCA: representative on the board, 
has resigned as a director of RKO 
Corp. Former commander of the 
Service of Supply in Tours, France, 











| during World War I, Harbord has 


duty. 





of Para- | 
|serve during unexpired portion of 





prexy, 


| for 


| Whether permanent representation 
east-west | for the industry will be maintained 


At regular meeting of RKO board 
of directors held Monday (2) DeWitt 
Millhauser was elected director to 


term. No action has yet 
been taken to replace the late W. G. 
Van Schmus. Hugh Robertson, an- 
other RKO director. is ill. 

With Harbord resigned and Rob- 
ertson ill, RCA representation on the 
RKO board is currently limited to 
David Sarnoff will 
reportedly seek stronger board rep- 
resentation for RCA in June, when 
RCA, Floyd Odlum, Rockefeller and 
other interests will maneuver for 





position 

Meantime, George Schaefer, RKO 
is scheduled to leave for the 
Coast this week to take charge of 
the studio, relieving Joe Breen, who 
is ill. Schaefer is slated to stay On 
the Com 9 for a month or longer. 


NS 


GORDON CLOSES SHOP 
AFTER ‘WAY’ AT COL 


Feb. 3. | 


Pictures 





Hollywood, 


Max Gordon Plays and 


Corp., operated by Harry M. Goetz 
as president and Gordon as vice- | 
president, is going out of existence 
with the completion of ‘The Great 
American Way,’ to be produced and 
directed by George Stevens at Co- 
lumbia. Announcement of the dis- 
solution was made by Goetz, in town 


details of the deal by | 


to complete 
‘ acquired screen 


vhich Columbia 
rights to the play. 


Gordon, now a producer at Co- 
lumbia, is preparing his stage piece, 
‘My Sister Eileen,’ as a film starrer 
Rosalind Russell. Goetz is now 
associated with Gregory Ratoff in 
the production of two pictures this 





special counsel 
as 


in Washington, or 
engaged for individual matters, 
they develop, is undetermined. 
No intimation, beyond the usual 
industry rumors, of any contem-| 
plated change in the status of Hays | 
is credited. Those friendly with him } 
declare that Hays is sympathetic a 
the purposes of the committee and | 
its help in arousing the industry’s top 
executives to the necessity of con- 
stant alertness to its public relations 





| problems, 


| have 


Faced with constantly increasing 
problems of public relations, crystal- 
lized by war and its accompanying 
requirements for service, the film 
industry within its own far-flung 
boundaries of intra-mural activities 
is confronted also with a long agenda 
of matters of utmost importance. 

To bring about better understand- 
ing of the prevailing cross-currents 
and trends within the business, meet- 
ings were in progress in New 
York during the past week between 
a group of attorneys representing 
the Assn, of Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers and a similar group spon- 
sored by the Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers & Distributors of America, 
Inc., whose headquarters are in New 
York. Both Y. Frank Freeman, 
president of the producers’ group, 
and Hays are ex-officio members of 
the investigating body. 

Discussions, examinations into 
various matters and numerous in- 
terviews which the committee con- 
ducted with various film officials in 
N. Y. were confined within a series 
of executive meetings. 


Problems Discussed 

Some of the more important in- 
dustry problems which were ex- 
plored in detail include: 

1. U. S. Consent Decree. Indus- 
try’s No. 1 source of trouble, con- 
cern and worry. With its trade 
practice arbitration system in force 
for a year’s period, both the anti- 
trust division of the Dept. of Jus- 
tice and the film industry are dis- 
satisfied with its operation. The 
Government declares that the root 
of all evil lies in the ownership of 
theatre chains by distributors. Di- 
vorcement may be the next move by 
Thurman Arnold, head trust-buster, 
Evidence of added pressure for ob- 
servance of the decree are the new 
Government suits filed within the 
past week against Paramount and 
20th-Fox alleging that these two, of 
the five defendant companies, have 
acquired additional theatre holdings 
during the year contrary to the 
terms of the decree. 

On the side of the industry, the 


| decree is protested by exhibitor or- 


ganizations, particularly as to the 
five-picture.group selling provision, 
which was substituted for the former 


annual blind selling system. Ex- 
hibitors make the claim that the 
decree has increased film rentals 
and are seeking some new dis- 
tributing panacea which will give 
them cancellation privileges. Such a 
Plan is under discussion by the 


United Motion Picture Industry com- 
mittee. Distributors, likewise, de- 
clare the decree an unnecessary 
hardship, asserting that selling costs 
increased $5,000,000 annually, 
and the time period for cost re- 
coupments has been doubled. 


Meanwhile, the five defendant 
companies which include Metro, 
RKO and Warners, in addition to 
Paramount and 20th-Fox, must reach 
some determination before June Il 
whether to apply for revision of the 
Sales clauses in the event that the 
Government by that date has not 


‘persuaded’ Universal, United Art- 


| ists and Columbia to adopt the group 
| of five plan. 


Bioff and Browne 

2. Willie Bioff and George E. 
Browne. These two former exec- 
utives of IATSE, are serving prison 
sentences of 10 and eight years, re- 
spectively, for financial sleight of 
hand, in the course of which, on 
threat of calling labor strikes in 
theatres and studios, they extorted 
$1,000,000 plus from major film com- 
panies over a period of years. 

Testimony at the trial by film 
executives revealed various methods 
by which payments were entered in 
the corporations’ books, to cover up 
the real purpose of the withdraw- 
als. In consequence, the officers 
and directors of the companies are 
being sued by stockholders for ac- 
counting and return of cash. One 
of the companies, Paramount, is 

(Continued on page 16) 
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F-WC Dualing of ‘Valley,’ ‘Purchase 
Stirs Up Hornet's Nest; Oscar Politics 





i 4) 


Los Angeles, Feb. 3. 

Attempt of Fox-West Coast thea- 
tres to dual 20th’s ‘How Green Was 
My Valley’ and Paramount’s ‘Louisi- 
ana Purchase’ at the Fox Village 
and Beverly theatres was machine- 
gunned from so many quarters that 
circuit yanked ‘Purchase’ on opening 
matinee Friday (30) after running 
off two reels. 

Charles Skouras, president of 
Fox-West Coast, stated a mistake 
was made by his booking staff in 
dualing of these particular pictures 
and, as soon as he caught teaming 
on return from his trip to San Fran- 
cisco, he issued orders to yank ‘Pur- 
chase’ immediately at both houses, 
regardless of what had already been 
run off at opening matinees, 

Startling dual booking of the two 
big grossers was the result of efforts 
by 20th-Fox studio executives to 
continue ‘Valley’ rolling through 
local houses, accompanied by adver- 
tising splashes in the dailies, so that 
the picture would get attention from 
Academy Award voters for nomina- 
tion of the film in various classifica- 
tions. 

Early last week 20th execs tried 
to persuade Skouras to hold ‘Valley’ 
for a third week at the United 
Artists and Wilshire theatres, but 
Metro studio execs balked at the 
plan advanced to switch ‘Babes on 
Broadway’ from the first-run State 
and Chinese to the Carthay Circle 
for a continuing run. 

Even inter-family manipulations 
of 20th-Fox ahd Metro executive 
status failed to toss ‘Babes’ into the 
Carthay. When this idea blew up, 
20th agreed on booking the Village 
and Beverly houses, taking total of 
$600 advertising in daily papers for 
a splash, with prominence given 
‘Valley’ in the space and ‘Purchase’ 
listed as a companion feature. 


Par Burnup at Skouras 


Paramount officials burned at 
Skouras, claiming disparagement of 
Paramount product in favor of 20th, 
and ultimatum was handed to F-WC 
demanding that ‘Purchase’ be pulled 
immediately, despite Skouras’ state- 
ment he was unaware of the book- 
ing due to his absence in San Fran- 
cisco. His early negotiations with 
Metro for switching ‘Babes’ and re- 
turn to town 25 hours before the 
sudden yanking of ‘Purchase’ dis- 
count his contention. 

‘Valley’ was soloed first run at 
Loew’s State and Grauman’s Chinese 
for healthy biz, and dropped into the 
downtown United Artists and Fox 
Wilshire for continuance of solo first- 
run for a walloping week. It con- 
tinued a seeond stanza teamed with 
‘Corsican Brothers’ and was then 
moved in for further first running at 
the Fox Village and Beverly. By this 
procedure, the continuing first-run 
policy on the picture still holds back 
clearance of subsequent-run houses 
to regulation time following comple- 
tion of the first-run booking. 

‘Louisiana Purchase’ had run three 
days at the Village and Beverly in 
tandem with ‘Chocolate Soldier,’ and 
booking department dropped the lat- 
ter to make way for ‘Green Was My 
Valley’ moveover. 

Pressure exerted by important fac- 
tors finally culminated in Skouras 
issuing instructions to both houses to 
yank ‘Purchase’ on a moment’s notice. 
This action happened at 4:20 Friday 
afternoon, and found both houses 
starting the third reel of ‘Purchase.’ 
Jamup created svur note among 
members of both theatre audiences, 
and bookers switched ‘Purchase’ 
from the Village to the F-WC Bruin, 
across the street, for a four or five- 
day run. ‘Chocolate Soldier’ was 
hurriedly brought back to add sup- 
port to ‘Valley’ in the two houses. 


Exhibs Squawk 


When ads on the disputed booking 
first hit the local papers, indie exhibs 
lined up at the Paramount and 20th 
exchanges to register vigorous pro- 
tests at what they termed a dis- 
astrous policy. In addition to talk 
of calling a protest meeting to devise 
ways and means of bringing such 
booking tactics to the attention of 
the Government for possible anti- 
trust action, some of the indies were 
outspoken in telling sales represen- 
tatives of the two exchanges involved 
that they were ready to pass up 
product from these offices and con- 
tinue a boycott until the exchanges 
forced the circuit to discontinue such 
a dual booking policy. 

Disclosure of the inside manipula- 
tions to create Academy Award 
nomination attention for ‘Valley’ has 
boomeranged_ and voters are shying 

$i dofifveachewsirt 9 


No Savvy 





Some strange dames have been 
showing up at trade screenings, 
bearing invitations issued to ex- 
hibitors in the Greater New York 
area. 

Branch manager of one of the 
N. Y. exchanges has embarrassed 
’em no end, from accounts, by 
starting to talk deals without any 
delay. 


New Army Camp 
Tees Off Texas 
Theatre-Building 


Bastrop, Texas, Feb. 3. 

With the start of construction near 
here of a $23,000,000 army camp, 
theatre-building is becoming active. 
The J. G. Long circuit will build 
one and possibly two new houses 
here. H. A. Daniels, of the Palace, 
Seguin, Texas, has purchased a lot 
in nearby Elgin on which he plans 
construction of a theatre. Dale Wil- 
son, owner of the new Eltex in El- 
gin, plans to reopen a house he has 
shuttered there. 

When completed, the Army camp 
is expected to be the largest in the 
state of Texas. 

















Hal! Pact Shared 


Hollywood, Feb. 3. 

Jon Hall’s player contract with 
Samuel Goldwyn is being split two 
ways, with Universal taking over a 
share. 

Actor’s first job under the new ar- 
rangement is a co-starring role with 
Diana Barrymore and Robert Stack. 
Arthur Lubin directs. 








| Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, Feb. 3. 


William Ludwig inked new writer 
contract at Metro. 

Marguerite Chapman drew player 
ticket at Columbia. 

Charles Drake's actor option lifted 
by Warners. 

Beverly Jean Saul, moppet, signed 
by Metro. 

Ann Corcoran handed player op- 
tion lift at Warners. 

Fay Emerson's stock player con- 
tract renewed by Warners. 

John Loder penned actor contract 
at Warners. 

Glenn MacWilliams, cameraman, 
signed for one year at 20th-Fox. 

Jimmy Wakely’s Rough Riders, 
musical group, signed for seven 
westerns at Universals. 

Jean Rogers drew player ticket at 
Metro. 

Donivee Lee, nee Lora Lee, drew 
an option lift at Paramount. 

Philip Dorn inked actor pact at 
Metro. \ 

Peter Viertel, writer, renewed for 
another year by David Selznick. 

Phil Silvers signed to a 40-week 
contract by 20th-Fox. 

Metro gave Basil Rathbone a term 
contract. 


M-G MAKES ANOTHER 
START ON ‘YEARLING’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 3. 

Metro is dusting off ‘The Yearling’ 
for another start after a lot of mis- 
adventure at the gate that cost many 
thousand dollars. Picture was tossed 
back into its stall to await further 
developments after Spencer Tracy 
and a kid named Gene Eckman had 
done a lot of scenes in Florida under 
direction of Victor Fleming. 

Story was built on the Marjorie 
Kinnan Rawlings tale about the pal- 
metto country in Florida and failed 
to jell for reasons of weather when 
the company was located in that sec- 
tor. New idea is to salvage the pic- 
ture by shooting most of the re- 
maining sequences on sound stages. 
The only drawback is that Spencer 
Tracy is tied up with ‘Tortilla Fiat’ 
and is due for a vacation thereafter. 

















Will Hold Academy Dinner After All, 
But Nix Finery, Hoofing and Glitter 





Hollywood, Feb. 3. 
The Academy awards banquet will 
be held after all, but it won’t be the 
resplendent affair of former years. 
Black ties and decollette will be 
strictly tabu, with business suits and 

informal femme garb, obligatory. 
Oscars will be passed out at the 
Biltmore hotel, Feb. 26, with Wendell 


main speaker. 
Also under wraps will be the din- 
ner plate tariff, clipped from $25 to 
$10 per person. The dinner was 
first cancelled in December due to 
early war hysteria, but academy of- 
ficials, now assured by government 
and army heads, are not averse to 
holding affair, but sans orchidaceous 
glitter of previous banquets. Uni- 
forms are okay for the event and it 
is expected that film people holding 
reserve cOmmissions will give dinner 
a military touch. 
Rosalind Russell 


heads the ar- 


tion of the Oscars. 
10,000 Votes 
Nominations for the annual 
achievement awards of the Academy 
of Motion Picture 
close this weekend and the nomi- 
nees selected by 10,000 voters will be 


of Price, Waterhouse & Co., to which 
the votes are being mailed for tabu- 
lation. These 10,000, consisting of 
Class A members of the Screen 


other branches of the Academy, to- 





previous estimates. 
current topic of conversation among 
studio groups, with many expres- 
sions that producers are still using 
the Academy Awards system as a 
football for their own purposes and 
that the Academy no longer serves 
the purposes intended at original 
founding. 
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rangements committee, which has de- | 
creed no dancing after the presenta- | 


arts and Sciences | 


announced Monday (9) by the firm' 


Actors Guild, writers, directors and | 


away from the picture, regardless of | 
Situation is the | 


{gether with about 6,000 Class B 
members of SAG, will take part in 
| the final election, ballots for which 
| will be mailed out Feb. 12. 


| Nominating ballots will choose 10 
| pictures, five actors and five actresses 
lin lead roles, five actors and five 
actresses in support roles, five direc- 


|tors and 15 writers. Nominations 


| In cinematography there are 16 
| entries, 10 in* black and white and 
|six in color. Black-and-whiters are 
| ‘The Chocolate Soldier, ‘Dr. Jekyll 
j}and Mr. Hyde,’ ‘Citizen Kane,’ ‘Here 
|Comes Mr. \Jordan,’ ‘Hold Back the 
| Dawn,’ ‘How Green Was My Valley,’ 
|‘Sundown,’ ‘Sergeant York,’ ‘Sun 
Valley Serenade’ and ‘That Hamilton 
Woman.” In color are ‘Aloma of the 
South Seas,’ ‘Billy the Kid,’ ‘Blood 
jand Sand,’ ‘Blossoms in the Dust, 
‘Dive Bomber’ and Louisiana Pur- 
| chase.’ 

Final judging on 20 cartoons and 
|short subjects in three classifications 
will be made tomorrow (Wednesday) 
| by members of the Awards Commit- 
tee and the sealed votes mailed to 
Price, Waterhouse & Co. In 
| Cartoon class are 
|; Busle Row .of Com~»any B. ‘FHia- 
watha’s Rabbit Hunt,’ ‘How War 
Came,’ ‘The Night Before Christmas,’ 
‘Rhapsody in Rivets,’ ‘The Rookie 
Bear,’ ‘Rhythm in the Ranks,’ ‘Super- 
|man No. I’ and two Walt Disney 
cartoons still unnamed. 

| In the one-reel class of 1,000 feet 
,Or less are ‘Army Champions,’ 
‘Beauty and the Beach,’ ‘Forty Boys 


Pups and Puzzles,’ ‘Sagebrush and 
Silver,’ and ‘Down on the Farm.’ 
Nominated for the 1,000-to-3,000 
feet class are ‘Alive in the Deep,’ 
| ‘Forbidden Passage, ‘The Gay 
| Parisian,’ ‘Main Street on the March’ 
and ‘The Tanks are Coming.’ Execu- 
| tive committee of the shorts branch 
consists of Pete Smith, Gordon 





_| Hollingshead and Jules White, 


L. Willkie as the honor guest and| for technical excellence in various| Redhead’ and ‘Lady of Science’ as 


|branches have already been made.| the three pictures he will make this 
' year for United Artists release. 





} 
| 


| 
| 
} 
| 


| 





the | 
‘Boogie Woogie| 


and a Song,’ ‘King of the Turf,’ ‘Of| 





Girl’ about April 1. 





Lefty, Ex-Setup for a Ground Cloth, 
Gets Himself a Hunk of War Effort 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 





Coolacres, Feb. 3, 
Dear Joe: 

Well, the reason I haven't spilt any ink your way for some time is be. 
cause they’re keeping me busier than a cow’s tail in My time. This is a 
small town and there are a few people to do things; everybody wants to 
help, but you know how these small California towns are, most of the 
people have retired with a few dollars and rheumatism and they can't 
stand the gaff. By the time they pitch a few horseshoes and talk about 
the weather they're all tired out. So it’s up to a small bunch of us to do 
all the war work. 

Besides me-selling bonds, doing benefit shows at the camps and helping 
collect aluminum, iron, brass, rags and waste paper, and acting on the 
draft board, they’ve made me an air raid warden. I have to train a lot 
of folks that know as much as I do about it, and I have to take instruc. 
tions from some guys that know less than us. But I know when the right 
time comes, which I hope it never does, we will all do the right thing. I 
got everything organized so that when the war is over we can disorganize 
very easily and wait for the next war. 

Aggie is doing her bit, too. She is in the Motor Corps, canteen work, 
first aid and does knitting with the Girl Scout squad. She practices first 
aid on Junior and she has used enough bandages to make hats for every 
Hindoo in the world. I told her that in case the Red Cross needs blood 
donors, I'd be glad to give ’em my ledgers for last year; they look like 
blood. I also told her she could practice on the pictures they're sending 
me; they’re plenty sick and need more than first aid. 


_ What Happened to Jap Acts? 

Walking along my beat nights as an air raid warden I get to thinking 
about a lot of things. The other night I was thinking of the Japs, and then, 
of course, I got to wondering whatever became of all the Jap acts I played 
with in vaudeville. Then I got to thinking, whatever became of all the 
Illustrated song singers? Dancing mats? Resin Boards? Heavyweight 
jugglers? Magicians in knickerbocker pants? Red-nose comics? Bench 
acts? Doubie Dutch acts? Double Irish acts? Double ‘Vop acts? Double 
English Johnny acts? Tramp comics? Family acts with the clever kid? 
Jugglers with the cigar boxes and lamp? The inverness capes and high 
hats the acrobats used to make their entrances with? Ukelele players? 
Steel guitar players? Hula dancers? Cheere-beerie-bee acts? Pigeon and 
pony acts? Sketches? Twin sister and twin brother acts? Electrical 
Wizards? Hypnotists? Monologists? Diving acts? Hoop rollers? Diabolo 
spinners? Woodchoppers? Whip-Cracking acts? Flash acts? What be- 
came of all the old letterheads? Those analyine drops? Those lots in 
Freeport? The dogs the single women used to carry? The clarinets and 
saxophones nearly every act used to practice on? 

I see by the papers they’re gonna bring flesh back. Well, a lot of old- 
timers lost a lot of flesh waiting for vaudeville to come back, so be pre- 
pared to see a lot of skeletons on the bills. But a good route will fatten 
them up quicker than a pad in a Dutch comic’s stomach. 

F Showfolks Doing Their Bit 

I'm glad to see so many showfolks doing their bit for their country. 
Some of ’em are doing better work than they could in uniform. They are 
raising funds for charitable purposes, selling bonds, and keeping folks 
laughing. Actors always come to the front, no matter what the cause. 
Most of ’em are stage-struck and go on before they even know what the 
cause is. Actors should make the best soldiers; look at all the experience 
they’ve had battling with agents, bookers, stagehands and orchestra lead- 
ers, not forgetting the major engagements in dressing rooms with their 
wives and partners. I get a big laugh reading in ihe papers about some 
picture stars in service that get time off to make a picture. Can you 
imagine an actor in the last war asking his Captain to let him take a week 
off so he could play Youngstown? If I was the Captain I'd say, ‘Soldier, 
you're better off in the war than playing Youngstown.’ Ha, ha! 

Well, that’s about all for now, except I don’t mind them rationing rub- 
ber, autos and sugar. I'm used to rationing! They’ve been rationing good 
pictures to me for years. Best to the gang, sez 

Your pal, 
Lefty. 

P.S.—Kelcey Allen sez: ‘We won’t run away to live, we shall live to run 
away.’ 


Rogers’ Triple for UA | PA. OK’S CUT ‘OUTLAW’, 
Taiswont rer, |BUT ‘GESTURE’ STILL N.G. 


Charles Rogers announced ‘The 
Powers Girl,’ ‘Three Blondes and a 





Philadelphia, Feb. 3. 

Mrs. Edna R. Carroll, chairman of 
the Pennnylvania Board of Motion 
Picture Censors, announced Friday 
(30) that the board had finally 
okayed Howard Hughes’ ‘The Out- 
law,’ after satisfactory deletions had 
been made. No release date nas yet 
been set here. Only some routine 
paper work is necessary before the 
State seal will be issued, said Mrs. 
Carroll. 

The board took another gander at 


Films will be made on the RKO- 
Pathe lot, starting with ‘The Powers 
John Robert 
Powers, models’ agent, is collarobat- 
ing on the yarn. 


MICH. GOING AHEAD 








WITH 37 RENTALS TAX ‘Shanghai Gesture’ but announced 
/ that the film was still ‘unsatisfac- 
— tory,’ although some cuts had been 

made, 


Detroit, Feb. 3. 
Following preliminary testing, the 
State Board of Tax Administration is 
moving ahead on the collection of its 


Publicity Gimmick 

‘The Outlaw,’ which producer 
| Hughes has been holding up for al- 
3% tax on all film rentals. An off- | most a year because of censorial dif- 
shoot of the State’s existing sales | ficulties, is expected to be released 
tax, it was an afterthought to invoke | by 20th-Fox in April. 
the present interpretation, which is| It’s understood Hughes will make 
‘eing fought by the exchanges. cuts to get by censor boards in the 

The Board thus far has started its| Six states which maintain official 
action against only one company, the | gandering bodies, but will continue 
Allied Film Exchange, and has or-| to ‘fight,’ as he figures that means 
dered a formal audit of Allied’s| accruing publicity values. 
books to establish a basis for the tax. 
David Newman, attorney for several 
distributors, has scheduled further 
hearings before State boards. 





‘Earn a Bond,’ New 
Sales Drive Slogan 


Columbia Pictures has initiated a 
Victory Sales Campaign for the first 
six months of 1942, and as a spur to 
the sales organization, $50,000 in de- 
fense bonds is offered as prize money, 
instead of cash. 





UP SHE GOES 


Hollywood, Feb. 3. 
Lynn Bari will be hoisted to star- 
dom at 20th-Fox in ‘The Magnificent 
Jerk,’ a high budget picture which 





co-stars Henry Fonda and Don Abe Montague, sales manager, has 
Ameche. prepared a schedule of prizes em- 

Start slated for Feb. 9, with|bracing regional and _ individual 
William Perlberg producing. quotas. 
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MC's Rodgers and 


Indie Op Lebedoff 


In ‘Kiss and Make Up Routine 








Minneapolis, Feb. 3. 

If the Sol Lebedoff case here is 
any criterion, quarrels and enmities 
in the film industry are quickly 
made up, soon forgotten and don’t 
go deeply under the surface. 

Several months ago Lebedoff, who 
operates two local nabe houses and 
was Northwest Allied Minneapolis 
governor and treasurer, denounced 
w. F. Rodgers, M-G sales manager, 
for an alleged insult. He claimed 
Rodgers refused to grant him an 
‘interview’ in Chicago to discuss 
trade problems and was abusive 
when the request was made. Lebe- 
doff charged Rodgers ‘took it out on 
him’ because he previously had 
scored the Metro sales head for de- 
claring more percentage and higher 
film rentals were essential. 

Rodgers came back after the Lebe- 
doff blow-off with a blast against 
the local exhibitor, charging, among 
other things, that he, Lebedoff, had 
strayed from the truth. Northwest 
Allied gave Lebedoff a vote of con- 
fidence, but didn’t reelect him to 
office. 

The pay-off to the incident came 
several weeks ago, when Metro 
started its 1941-42 selling here. One 
of the first deals it made was with 
Lebedoff. What’s more, Lebedoff 


now says Rodgers is ‘a swell fellow,’ | 


with the M-G executive having 
made known, too, his high regard 


for the local exhibitor. 


U WILL RELEASE 53 





FEATURES IN 194?-’43 willing to show the film, all explain- 


make and release 
50 features in the 1942-43 season 
and, in addition, will distribute 
three pictures to be made by out- 
side producers. This was the report 
made by William A. Scully, general 
Sales manager of the company, on 
his return from confabs at the Coast 
and’ a four-week swing over 
country. ‘Universal’s Victory Pro- 
gram for 1942-43’ will keynote next 
season's selling campaign, he pointed 
out. 

Major portion of the Coast ses- 


Universal will 


sions was devoted to promotional 
plans for U’s remaining releases 
the last half of the current season, | 
Scully said. 

Among these will be ‘Ride 'Em 
Cowboy,’ Abbott-Costello comedy, 
set for Feb. 13 retease: ‘What's 


Cookin’?,’ with Gloria Jean and the 
Andrews Sisters, set for Feb. 20 re- 
lease; ‘Ghost of Frankenstein,’ with 
Lon Chaney, March 6, and ‘The 
Saboteur,’ new Frank Lloyd produc- 


tion, scheduled for March 20 release. 


Company also has an Irene Dunne 
Starrer and ‘The Spoilers,’ with Mar- 
lene Dietrich, Randolph Scott and 
John Wayne, set for April release. 

Other features in production but 
not set on release dates are ‘Broad- 
way,’ with George Raft and 
Crawford; ‘Pardon My Sarong,’ an 
Abbott-Costello starrer; Damon Run- 
yons ‘Butch.Minds the Baby,’ and 
‘The Invisible Spy,’ a Frank Lloyd 
production. 


Estimate ‘Dimes’ Gross 


Well Over $750,000 


Gross from March of Dimes cam- 
Paign in theatres throughout the 
Country is exceeding all expecta- 
tions, Total take of over $750,000 
1S considered likely, with possibility 
of $1,000,000 or more mentioned by 
— showmen as accruing to 
- aralysis Fund Drive. Collections 
” Loew’s circuit houses alone, from 
accounts, run close to $200,000. 
_In most situations ‘Dimes’ collec- 
tions totaled “rom 20% to 30% of 
ee admission receipts, while in 

e 10c and 15¢ houses collections 
ma So 50% ard more of the theatre 
sToss. Nicholas M. Schenck, na- 
tional chairman ‘Dimes’ campaign, 


thanked all participants by wire 
yesterday (3). 


+> 


Schnoz In Caricature 





Los Angeles, Feb. 3. 

Technically, Lou  Clayton’s 
nose was a bulbous type, and 
anything that happened after 
that was an improvement, ac- 
cording to Dr. Josif Ginsburg, 
plastic surgeon, testifying in his 
own behalf in Clayton’s suit 
against him for $79,500. 

Clayton, one-time partner of 
Jimmy Durante, declared the 
contour of his scnozz was ruined 
by Ginsburg’s operation, but the 
surgeon testified that the nose 
was classed in plastic circles as 
a ‘caricature,’ and not a thing of 
beauty. Besides, he asserted, 
Clayton did not follow instruc- 
tions about the care of the beak 
after the operation. 


Memphis Exhibs Say 
Rep’s ‘Lady’ Not Fit 
For Showing There 














the | 


Brod | 


Memphis, Feb. 3. 

Republic’s ‘Lady for a Night,’ 
which has Memphis locale, will‘ not 
be shown on Main street here at all. 
|Instead,’the film will have its first- 
lrun exhibition in the Memphis ter- 
ritory across the Mississippi River at 
ithe Crittenden theatre in West 
| Memphis, Ark. 

Not a single local operator was 
ing that its political and social im- 
| plications reflect unfavorably on the 
town and its inhabitants. Jack 
| Rhodes finally booked the opus, Re- 
;public’s most: expensive production 
for the season, into his West Mem- 
|phis house for Feb. 15-17. He plans 
an advertising campaign in the 
Memphis press on the theme, ‘The 
| picture Memphis dared not show.’ 
| ‘Lady for a Night’ stars John 
| Wayne and Joan Blondell in a story 
about a Memphis political boss of 
ithe 1880's and a gal operator of a 
igambling boat who tries to crash 
ithe high society of Dixie. Wayne's 
|the politico, Blondell the ambitious 
| floozie. 








RKO BUYS ‘HELLZ’ FOR 
| FULL-WEEK BOOKINGS 


Deal on ‘Hellzapoppin,’ not going 
with the Universal product which is 
|split between Loew’s and RKO un- 
der the 1941-42 contracts, has gone 
| to the latter, which agrees to give 
| the picture a full rather than a split- 
| week wherever played. It is being 
|sold under separate contract every- 
where. 

First RKO date in the Greater 
New York area is Albee, Brooklyn 
week of Feb. 11, with others follow- 
ing toward the month 
Picture also goes into the Hawail 
Los Angeles, Wednesday (11) under 
a special deal calling for an indefi- 
'nite run 

Jules Levey productior 
played between 50 and 60 dates, ma- 
jority of which have resulted in hold- 


: 
end of the 


has already 


overs or moveovers 


Blank In and Out of 
N. Y. Par Huddles 


A. H. Blank, Paramount partner 
over a large circuit of theatres in 
| Iowa, Nebraska and Illinois, left 


yesterday (Tues.) for’ Miami follow- | 
at the | 


ing several days of huddles 
Par home office with Leonard H. 
Goldenson and other theatre execs. 
|Mrs. Blank accompanied him _ to 
| Florida. 

Also in for theatre and sales con- 
ferences during the past week were 
IR. J. O'Donnell, of the Interstate 
circuit. who returned to Dallas Fri- 
|day (30), and George Zeppos, West 
Virginia partner, who is still here. 





+ 











| ganization, Skouras relented and an 


S SALES B 





ASI INCLINES ‘Par Richards’ Refusal to Cut-Rate 


CENTURY CIRCUIT 


Film Company Now Selling 
to Opposition of Both 
Indie Chains in Greater 


N.Y. Area—Circuits Balk- 


ed at Percentage Terms 





NO BLUFF 





Breaking completely with the 
eastern Skouras and Century circuits 
foliowing weeks of negotiation, dur- | 
ing which the company’s product has 
been benched in the Greater New 
York area, Paramount has started 
selling away from these two major 
independent chains. 

From all indications the cessation 
of negotiations with the Skouras and 
Century circuits is no bluff on Par’s 
part, since it is wasting no time in 
letting opposition exhibitors sign up 
for its pictures. While in some cases 
in the past selling away has not gone 
beyond the ‘threat’ stage, and was 
used to bring recalcitrant buyers 
around, in this instance Par refuses 
to permit Skouras-Century to dictate 
their own terms and isn’t waiting for 
the two indie circuits to loosen up. 

Involved in the break are 36 
Century houses. located in Brooklyn 
and on Long Island, and 49 Skouras | 
operations in N. Y., Brooklyn, and 
Queens which have received the | 
Par product regularly for several | 
years. | 

Pix to Opposish Operators | 

In consequence of the rift, Par has 
within the past few days closed with 
the Brandt circuit, which is in op- 
position to Skouras or Century, as 
well as independents in scattered 
Long Island towns, Brooklyn and 
N. Y. Additionally, Par has sold the 
4l-theatre Randforce circuit’ in 
Brooklyn, except for a half dozen 
houses that are in conflict with 
RKO; the Julius Joelson Consoli- 
dated chain of around 20 houses in 
N. Y. and the Bronx; Leo Brecher 
and the Harris circuit. 

With the order from headquarters | 
being to immediately close all houses | 
that are in competition with Skouras | 
or Century, Par pictures on subse- 
quent run that have long been held 
up will start rolling at once. Within | 
the space of less than a week inde- | 
pendents playing behind Loew’s 
have quickly grabbed the Par pic- | 
tures as soon as they were made | 
available to them and have already | 
given dates, 

Deals being made by Par cover its | 
first two blocks of 10 pictures, but | 
instead of selling them in two differ- | 
ent groups of five, Par is merchan- | 
dising them in units of two and ob- 
te.ning percentage for the top films. 
It was the demand for certain films 
on percentage over which both} 
Skouras and Century balked. 

Delayed Loew’s Deal 

An instance of Par’s determination 

to get what it feels its 1941-42 prod- 








uct deserves was the long delay in 
closing deal covering all of Loew’ 

houses in the Greater N. Y. area 

Loew’s gets Par following first-run 
downtown engagements, with the re- 
sult that stalling on the part of 
Skouras, Century and some othe 

independents has left Par pictures 
high-and-dry on conclusion of thei 
Loew’s dates. Of course, some| 
scattered subsequent runs behind | 
Skouras and Century have auto- 


matically been held up through no 
fault of their own or Par’s. 

George P. Skouras is the operator | 
of the Skouras chain, made up| 
mostly of the old Fox Metropolitan 
circuit. He is a brother of Spyros 
Skouras, president of National Thea- 
tres, who earlier in the season 
resisted the demands Par made upon 
Fox-West Coast, Fox-Midwest and 
other groups making up the National 
chain. When Par called things off | 
and was preparing to sell away from 
the 500 theatres of the National or- 





agreement was finally reached. In 
that case as well as with Loew’s, Par | 
is said to have finally closed at its 
own terms. 


| contemplated 


| Grant is 
| in ‘The Gentlemen Misbehave.’ 


| tory 


Soldiers Draws 





Film Supplement 





Barnwell, S. C., Feb. 3. 

Patrons who went to Barn- 
well theatre the other night in 
search of screen drama got it—in 
real life. 

Mid-way of the film, ‘You Be- 
long to Me,’ Earl Moore, 24, stood 
up. Silhoutted against the screen, 
he spoke a few words and fired 
a pistol bullet into his brain. 


Abbott-Costello Row 
With Morris Agcy. To 
Be Arbitrated Feb. 17 


Arbitration of the contract dispute 
between Abboit and Costello and 
the William Morris Agency is 
scheduled for Feb. 17 on the Coast. 
Comedy team some months ago noti- 
fied the Morris office that they were 


dismissing it as their agent: both 
sides asked Screen Actors Guild for 
an arbitration. 

I. Robert Broder, eastern attorney 
for A. & C., trains for the Coast to- 











| morrow (Thursday) to participate in 


the presentation of tlhe 


team’s side. 


‘TO BE’ GETS TRIPLE 


comedy 





PREEM IN L.A., FEB. 19 





‘To Be or Not to Be,’ Carole Lom- 
bard’s final picture, will be world- 
preemed in three theatres simultane- 
ously in Los Angeles Feb. 19. It will 
be released nationally by United 
Artists on March 6, 

®ombard-Jack Benny starrer will 
open in L.A. at Loew’s State, Grau- 
man’s Chinese and Carthay 
Circle. Two or more theatres are 
also expected to be used in a num- 
ber of other cities, with UA swamped 
by demands from theatre operators 
for the film 


the 


UA is using full-page ads in Life. 
Look and other large circulation 
mags just preceding national release 
All advertising is in black and white 
and in dignified style. 


It Never Came for Capra, 
But May for Pressburger 


Hollywood, Feb. 3 
War caused Frank Capra to sell hi 


picture, ‘Tomorrow 


Never Comes,’ to Arnold Pressbur 
ger. Inducted into active service ir 
he U. S. Signal Co DS, Cap a fou 
impossible to go on with produc- 
tion of the yarn, pianned originally 
for shooting and release by Warners. 
Written by Hugh Wedlock and} 
Howard Snyder, the tale will be 
made by Pressburger for United | 
Artists release if and when he can 
sign Cary Grant for the star role 


now working at Columbia 


Hempstead’s ‘Challenge’ 





Hollywood, Feb. 3. 
David Hempstead started prepara- 
work the 


Night,’ 


on ‘Challenge to 


Michele Morgan in the 
starring role. 

After the Morgan film, Hempstead 
will produce ‘I’ll Never Tell,’ with 
Ginger Rogers ag the star. Mean- 
while the producer is reading ‘Lady 
of the Alley,’ authored by Frank Me- 
Donald, who will direct film if 
Hempstead okays its purchase. 


the 


second of his productions for | 
|RKO with 


Mobile Council's fre 


+ 


Mobile, Ala., Feb. 3. 
A request by the Mobile County 
Defense Council that servicemen in 
uniform be admitted to film theatres 
at half-price was refused yesterday 
(Monday) by Paramount Richards 


Theatres, Inc., operators of the 
Saenger, Crown, Loop and Empire 
here. The council’s request was 
made at the instigation of Captain 
Oscar Parmer, of Brookley Field, 
and went to the company’s office in 
New Orleans after council’s repre- 
sentatives said they had been in- 
forrned by a member of the thea- 
tres’ local management that it was 
believed such courtesies were being 
extended by the chain to servicemen 
in other cities. 

Operators of all Mobile-owned 
picture houses had agreed either to 
inaugurate a half-price rate, or 
institute a pass system for service- 
men. When the letter from Para- 
mount Richards in answer to the 
council’s request was read at the 
council meeting, a resolution was 
adopted asking the press give the 
letter ‘full publicity.’ The letter was 
also posted on the Brookley Field 
bulletin board. 

The Paramount Richards letter to 
the council was signed by N. L. 
Carter, assistant general manager of 
the chain, and in it Carter declared 
the council was misinformed when 
it understood reductions were being 
given servicemen by the Paramount 
Richards theatres in other cities, 
The letter stated in paii: 
| ‘We are amazed that any organ- 
ization should take upon itself to 
predetermine the operating policy of 
a business. May we ask you to fur- 
nish us with the names of business 
houses or individuals who have re- 
duced the price of eggs, butter, 
bread, milk, drugs, etc., to any indi- 
vidual, soldier or civilian alike, 
Please, furnish us with the names of 
shipbuilding companies which have 
agreed to reduce the cost of building 
ships or reduce the wages of those 
building ships because in doing so 
they would aid defense.’ 


M-G, CAL. CHAIN 
GET TOGETHER 


San Francisco, Feb. 3 

Golden State chain (United Cali- 
fornia Theatres) and Metro finally 
got together on a product buy for 79 
theatres in San Francisco and the 
Northern California area. Metro has 
been selling away from the McNeill- 
Naify circuit since the beginning of 
| the season. 
The deal includes 24 
| the first six groups. 
aiaiedel 


CHICAGO APPLIES 
FOR VARIETY TENT 





pictures in 


| Chicago, Feb. 3 
Application for establishment of a 
Variety tent in Chicago has been 
| made by a group of showmen headed 


| 
| by John Balaban and Jules Reuben. 


| Matter is in hands of John H. Har- 
iris and the national organization, 
| following a visit here last week of 
| Robert J. O’Donnell, assistant chief 
| barker, who met informally with lo- 
| cal film men. 
| Purpose of local Variety clubs is 
to further charitable work among 
children in their respective cities. 
|}Some of the tents had full charge 
lof the recent President's Birthday 
|collection for the infantile paralysis 
| fund. 

Harris, who was one of the found- 
ers of the clubs, is making a coast 
to coast tour to stimulate member- 
ship in existing tents and to encour- 
age new units. Headquarters of the 
new Los Angeles tent will be opened 
at the Ambassador hotel Feb. 12. 
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8 FILM REVIEWS 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, February 4, 1942 





ROXIE HART 


Hollywood, Feb. 2. 

Twentieth Century-Fox release of Nun- 
nally Johnron production. Stars Ginger 
Rogers; features Adolphe Menjou and 
George Montgomery. Direcied by William 
A. Wellman: sereenpiny by Nunnally John- 
gon, based on play, ‘Chicago,’ by Maurine 
Watkins: camera, Leon Shamroy; film edi- 
tor, James B. Clark: dances staged by 


Hermes Pan. Tradeshown in L. A., Feb. 1, 
*42. Running time, 72 MINS. 

I IED a ain Slane ie tpi, 0 8 Ginger Rogers 
Billy Flynn............. ..-Adolphe Menjou 
Homer Howard.........George Montgomery 
Jake Callahan... .cccceesss: Lynne Overman 
FE Clay Benham....cececssss:: Nigel Bruce 
POG abes o's dees btees ....-FPhil Silvers 
i, De, <sssanshneeers Sara Allgood 
O'Malley... scccccccccccese William Frawley 


Mary Sunshine............Spring Byington 


Stuart Chapman...............-.Ted North 
Velma Walk. .ccccccrvovess Helene Reynolds 
eS eae eee George Chondler 
Charles E,. Murdock...... Charles D. Bown 
Martin S. Harrison.........Morris Ankrum 
PB ian ou do eset bore qed bee 5 George Lessey 
Gertle@cecsesvee enneeoe wegehres ces Iris Adrian 
Announcer............---..--Milton Parsons 





Maurine Watkins’ play of a girl 
who basks in the publicity spotlight 
for a brief period when accused of 
murder is, broadly embellished via 
the screenplay by Nunnally Johnson 
and d‘«ection by William Wellman. 
Result is a farce that will catch prof- 
itable attention in the keys. 

Picture aims solely for adult at- 
tention. Ginger Rogers is the girl 
who stands trial for murder com- 
mitted by her husband, after getting 
buildup on publicity values by cyn- 
ical crime reporter Lynne Overman. 
Banner-lined all over town, Roxie 
becomes an enthusiastic stooge for 
the press, court and slick mouthpiece, 
Adolphe Menjou. After setting up 
various factors and personalities in- 
volved, yarn moves to a trial that 
brings in all the details of courtroorn 
travesty. Girl uses unborn child gag 
to ‘sway jury sympathy, and is nat- 
urally acauitted—to thereafter drop 
into quick obscurity and a happy 
marriage. 

Lines and direction smack over a 
continual barrage of punchy episodes 
to maintain audience interest at a 
consistent level. Audiances in the 
hinterlands may figure the tale as a 
synthetic and burlesqued presenta- 
tion of the miscarriage of justice in 
the big city, but metropolitan patrons 
should take to it. 

Ginger Rogers does well as the 
tough girl who is dazzled by the 
sudden attention, but seems to over- 
do her eharacterization at several 


points. Adolphe Menjou is excellent 
as the theatric and wily criminal 
mouthpiece who creftily steers the 


judge and jury to the proper verdict. 
Lynn Overman clicks for attention in 
spot of the resourcefu! reporter bent 
on building a yarn for qjrculation 
purposes. George Montgomery is 
the cub who falls in love with Roxie, 
and walks off with her at the finish. 
William Frawley is prominent as a 
maior supporting player. 

Utilizing the cut-back method of 
through barroom narrative of Mont- 
presentation. story is unfolded 
gomery. Wellman’s direction sup- 
plies many laugh episodes and is 
consistently good in broadly treat- 
in’ the farcical subject. 

Camera end handled by Leon 
Shamroy is above standard. 

Walt. 


Song of the Islands 
(WITH SONGS) 


(Color) 

Hollywood, Feb. 3. 
Twentieth Century-Fox release of William 
Le Baron production. Stars Betty Grable, 


. Victor Mature and Jack Oakie. Directed by 


winds up okay at the finish, after 
several complications have been gen- 
erated to keep the boy and girl apart 
for sufficient footage. 

Liberal potions of surefire comedy 
are supplied by Jack Oakie, who has 
a field day in by-play with buxome 
native maid, Hilo Hattie, recent en- 
tertainer with Harry Owens’ band. 
Oakie finds a perfect teammate in 
Hattie, who displays showmanly tim- 
ing in her various efforts. 

Hilo Hattie scores with a couple 
of comedy hula dances, and Miss 
Grable also delivers grass-skirt gyra- 


tions with an ensemble assisting. 
Five tunes by Mack Gordon and 
Harry Owens are neatly routined, 


with Miss Grable, Hilo Hattie and 
Jack Oakie handling the various 
numbers that range from romance to 
comedy in tempo and delivery. 
Romantic team of Miss Grable and 
Mature carries plenty of physical 
appeal; while the Oakie-Hattie combo 
clicks with effective laugh episodes. 
Strong supvort is proviced by Mitch- 
ell. George Barbier, Billv Gilbert, 


| Lillien Porter and Hal K. Dawson. 


Fast-paced script is enhanced by 
consistently zippy direction by Wal- 
ter Lang. Production guidance by 
William Le Baron aimed for box- 
office values at every point. Techni- 
color mounting adds materially to 
the overall color of the tropical set- 
ting. Walt. 


On the Sunny Side 


Hollywood, Feb. 2. 

Twentieth-Fox production and release, 
Stars Roddy McDowall; features Jane Dar- 
well, Stanley Clements, Katharine Alex- 
ander, Don Douglas, Freddie Mercer, Ann 
Todd, Jill Esmond. Director, Harold Schus- 
ter: screenplay, Lillie Hayward and George 
Templeton; suggested by a story by Mary 
Cc. McCall, Jr.; camera, Lucien Andriot; 
editor, Fred Allen, Tradeshown in L. A. 


Feb. 2, '42. Running time, 69 MINS. 
Hugh Aylesworth......... Roddy McDowall 
PR. . bike ctnteregdsaekes 06300" Jane Darwell 
Tom Sanders............. Stanley Clements 
Mrs. Andrews...... ..-Katharine Alexander 
Mr. Andrews..... an ee ene Don Douglas 
DOR ANETOWS...cccccedececss Freddie Mercer 
ss SO eee er Py CTT TERT ey Ann Todd 
Mrs. Aylesworth....ceec.+++-:> Jill Esmond 
DR aah éensernvuad eeeee. Freddie Walburn 
PUD. oc vsvcceveccveoss ennnncedese Leon Tyler 
PIORSORTOT ooo os siccnoceeececs Billy Benedict 
Broadcast Announcer...... Stcart Robertson 
SER eb6 dkF6 9b es 064686 044R 600 8:82 Whiskers 





This is a narrative of experiences 
of a young English boy who is a 
war orphan in the United States for 
the duration. It’s set up entirely on 
incidental material and is rather slow 
and unexciting over all. Turned out 
on low budget, picture will pass as 
dual filler in secondaries, with mod- 
erate appeal for the kid trade. 

Roddy McDowail, prominent in 
‘How Green Was My Valley,’ takes 
the lead spot satisfactorily. As a 
refugee from Nazi bombings in Eng- 
land, he arrives in a typical Ameri- 
can home in the Cleveland suburbs 
to join one son of family about his 
own age. Yarn is a study in conflict 
of the boys over affection of family, 
dog and nearby kids. besides fast 
acclimatization of Britisher to Amer- 
ican ways and slang. 

Tale jogs along without more than 
passing audience interest, with é@x- 
cevtion of impactful reproduction of 
children-parents’ short wave radio 
reunions across the Atlantic, and a 
rousing rough and tumble battle in 
which two bovs fight to comradeship 
conclusion. Both these came in final 
reels and are only pace step ups. 

Suvporting cast contains kid gang 
which will moderatelv hold interest 





Walter Lang: screenplay by Joseph Schrank, | 


Robert Pirosh and Robert Ellis and Helen 
Logan. Camera, Ernest Palmer; film edi- 
tor, Robert Simpson; dances staged by 
Hermes Pan. Music and lyrics by Mack 
Gordon and Harry Owens, Tradeshown in 
L. A. Feb. 3, '42. Running time, 73 MINS, 
wees © Bsiehs os csc cis vive vers Betty Grable 
Jefferson Harper........ee++5 Vietor Mature 
PEG BaD, 6 ccccvceececscvccs Jack Oakie 
Dennis O’Brien.....e..--. Thomas Mitchell 
ED. «cso 0eatbeheoeee eens George Barbier 
Palola’s Father. .cccccscocseess Billy Gilbert 
Palola....ccccrccccesecoscccsess Hilo Hattie 
Palola’s Cousin. .cccoccccces:s Lillian Porter 
John Rodney........-+>s ...-Hal K. Dawson 


Studded with the type of enter- 
tainment that is 
audience requirements, ‘Song of the 
Islands’ is a spontaneous and breezy 


mixture of comedy, song, dance and | — 
| rady. 


romance—set in Hawaiian atmos- 
phere and photographed in Techni- 
color. It should spin a merry tune 
at the boxoffices, with holdover po- 
tentialities in the key spots. 
Picture displays plenty of eye-and- 
ear assets. Betty Grable, in abbre- 


viated Hawaiian attire, displays a} 


particularly formful figure to hold 
interest of the male section, while 
the athletic Victor Mature will get 
attention of the women customers. 
There’s plenty of color, a load of 
romance, and _ sufficient comedy 
ladled out in generally broad style to 
carry audience interest. Included 
also are some song and dance num- 
bers showmanly displayed in color- 
ful tropical settings. 

Story is only a light and fragile 
framework on which to hang the 
various sequences. Miss Grable is 
the daughter of Thomas Mitchell, 
philosophical Irish beachcomber, 
who owns a portion of a small island 
in the Hawaiian group and treats the 
natives with consideration. Mature 
sails in to visit his father’s cattle 
ranch on the other side of the island, 
and immediately romance gets under 
way. The cattle baron wants access 
to a harbor on Mitchell’s side of the 
island, and finally arrives from Chi- 
cago to manipulate the deal. It all 


tuned to present 


| 
| 
| 


| 


of youngsters. Little Freddie Mercer, 
as the tynical American boy who 
finds the English competition tough 
at home, school and play, does a 
fine job in his assignment. Suitable 
eharacterizations to fill are provided 
bv Jane Darwell. Stanley Clements, 
Katherine Alexander. Don Douglas 
end Ann Todd. Direction by Harold 
Schuster lecks right tempo of spnon- 
taneity necessary to make kid pic- 
tures click, while script fails to gen- 
erate more than yawning. Walt. 








Castle In the Desert 


Hollywood, Feb. 2. 
Twentieth-Fox release of Ralph Dietrich 





production, Features Sidney Toler. Di- 
rector. Harry Lachman; screenplay, John 

| Larkin; based on Earl Derr Biggers char- | 
acter: camera, Virgil Miller; editor, John | 


Tradeshown in L. A., Feb. 2, °42. 


| Running time, 51 MINS. 


Charlie Chan 
Brenda Hartford....... 
Carl Dethridge........ 


pv eaeeeses ewes. Sidney Toler 
--+.-Arlieen Whelan 
....-Richard Derr 


| Manderleyv.......ése- -" ; Douglas Dumbrille 


| Watson King, «0s ccses: 


| 
| 





....Henrv Daniell 
Walter Hartford....... Edmund MacDonald 
EE SNRs 5 5.0-60.0.045.04043 00005 0. Ee 
Lucy Manderley ecoces..--Lenita Lane 
Madame Saturnia...cccce.-- Ethel Griffies 


Pletcher.......0+.scccoooces+- Milton Parsons 
anh: MORES 60464.046404 08 400s Steve Geray 
Tore rr rr ree Lucien Littlefield 





This will probably be the last of 
the Charlie Chan whodunits. A very 
mild murder mystery, without clear- 
cut reasons for action, ‘Castle in 
Desert’ will have to suffice as dual 
filler in the secondary houses. 

Original script by John Larkin is 
unimaginative and seems to have 
been tossed together hurriedly in 
order to get the final ‘Chan’ to the 
barrier. It’s the typical medieval 
castle setting, with walking armor, 
sinister suspects, a torture dungeon 
and all the trappings. Only change 
is locating the castle in the middle of 
the Mojave desert, 35 miles from a 
waterhole town. 

Desert abade is qilarters for multi- 
millionaire Douglas Dumbrille and 
his wife. Casual weekend guests 
wander around in white ties and din- 
ner jackets, while one guest is ap- 


Miniature Reviews 





‘Roxie Hart’ (20th). Bur- 
lesqued farce of a sensational 
murder trial; good b.o, for the 
key runs. 

‘Seng of the Islands’ (20th) 
(Color; Songs). Good filmusical 


comedy; rates hefty b.o. and 
holdovers. 
‘On the Sunny Side’ (20th), 


Roddy McDowall starrer revolv- 
ing about English war orphan 
who makes good in U. S. Mild 
b.o. 

‘Castle in the Desert’ (20th). 
Last of Charlie Chan whodunits 
uninteresting dual filler. 

‘Hurricane Smith’ (Rep). Ro- 
mantic drama clicks modestly in 
the B groove. 








parently poisoned by wine potion. 
Chan carries on to unravel the 
strange happenings and to save the 
millionaire couple from dire peril. 
After Chan walks through suffi- 
cient footage, and segregates the va- 
rious suspicious characters around 
the place, he makes the inevitable 
solution—which to the  onlooker 
seems like a ‘whydunit.’ 
Direction by Harry Lachman, is 
slow in devel-pment, and efforts to 
inject slapstick laughs via antics of 
Jimmy Chan fail to catch on. Cast 
is standard for picture of at oe 
alt. 


HURRICANE SMITH 


Republic release of Robert North produc- 
tion. Features Ray Middleton and Jane 
Wyatt. Directed by Bernard Vorhaus; 
screenplay »y Robert Presnell from orig- 
inal by Charies G. Booth; camera, Ernest 
Miller; editor, Edward Mann, At the New 


York, N. Y., starting Jan. 28, ‘42, Running 
time, 68 MINS, 

Prurricane Gmith.....c.cccers Ray Middleton 
a ee Se eee Jane Wyatt 
Robert Ingersoll Reed..... Harry Davenport 
MEG TROMGES . . occccces J. Edward Bromberg 
See. SOUND: os ve'n00863 00055 Harry Brandon 


Johnny Smith....cccccce 
Mark Harris... 


+.+e.-Casey Johnson 
eeeeesesCharles Trowbridge 


Pop Wessell....... Sebties dubs Frank Darien 
|: Fe Howard Hickman 
Prosecuting Attorney........ Emmett Vogan 





Republic veers somewhat from its 
accustomed path with this semi- 
meller. It’s set in a western back- 
ground and there’s an occasional 
lapse into the usual gunplay and fist- 
swinging, but the emphasis is more 
on romance and story. It provides 
moderately good entertainment. 

Capable cast has been assembled 
by Republic for the chore, with to 
spots handled by Ray Middleton onl 
Jane Wyatt. Aside from roles at 
Rep, Middleton has been better 
known for his vocal work, partic- 
ularly in the stage version of ‘Ro- 
berta.” He makes a believable cow- 
hand, however, easy with his dukes 
and six-shooter. Miss Wyatt’s pleas- 
ant personality and ready handling 
of her lines makes her a neat vis-a- 
vis. 

Bernard Vorhaus’s direction keeps 
the action at a nice clip, with the 
weak point being the story. It’s one 
of those complicated things, with the 
plot just hanging on one coincidence 
after another until the audience is 
guessing developments ahead of the 
author. 

Mistaken for a holdup man and 
sent to jail, Middleton escapes and 
gets the coin away from the real 
bandits. Instead of returning it and 
getting himself cleared, he marries 
Miss Wyatt and they use the money 
to build up a dream city in the desert. 
One of the bandits, J. Edward Brom- 
berg, turns up for a blackmail ses- 


sion. Miss’ Wyatt kills him, but no 
one minds, and everything works 
out happily. Herb. 





STORY BUYS 


: Hollywood, Feb. 3. 
Republic purchased ‘Suicide Squa- 
dron,’ tale of the RAF, by Douglas 
Darrow. 


Tigers,’ tale of American aviators in 
China, by Charles M. Ross. 
Producers Releasing Corp. has 
| purchased ‘Gallant Lady,’ a _ short 
| story by Octavus Roy Cohen which 
| appeared in Collier’s some years 
ago. Studio paid about $500 for it. 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, Feb. 3. 
‘Make Way for the Commandos’ is 
new tag on ‘Commando’ at Republic. 
Metro switched from ‘China Cara- 
van’ to ‘Yanks On the Burma Road.’ 
“Yanks Over Burma’ at Republic 
shifted to ‘Yanks Over Singapore.’ 
‘The Devil Can Wait’ at Columbia 
became ‘Hell Bent for Mr. Jordan.” 
‘Manila Calling’ has been reversed 
to ‘Calling Manila’ at 20th-Fox. 


LIKE A 10-SPOT 


Hollywood, Feb. 3. 

William Holden and Frances Dee 
draw top spots in ‘Something Bor- 
rowed,’ to be produced from Eliza- 
beth Dunn’s magazine yarn at Co- 
lumbia. 

Robert Sparks produces and Al- 
fred E. Green directs. 











Warners bought the William) 
| Woods novel ‘The Edge of Dark- 
ness.’ 

Republic acquired ‘The Flying 





Resume of January Shorts 


— 








The best in January: 
COLUMBIA 


‘Rack "Em Up’ (World of Sports; 
9 mins.)—Snappy indoor sports item, 
with Bill Stern narrating in fine 
fashion. Shows Erwin Rudolph, 
world’s pocket billiards champ, in 
action, with stunt of sinking 14 balis 
in one shot highlighted. 


‘New York’s Finest’ (Panoramic 
series; 104% mins.)—How 19,000 cops 
guard city of 7,500,000 people is 
given superb photographic handling 
through experi cameraing by Charles 
Harten and William Kelly. Depicts 
schoo] for cop rookies, plus various 
ramifications of N. Y. police in han- 
dling a typical burglar alarm, from 
the time message goes to a police 
patrol car until the man goes to jail. 
Commentary lukewarm, while edit- 
ing is only so-so. 

METRO 


‘The Greenie’ (Miniature series; 
directed by H. Alexander; 11 mins.) 
—Here’s a screen brevity—straight 
homey comedy-drama, which gains 
force through its terseness. Relates 
story of school kid, just arrived from 
Europe, who tries to take his place 
with a bunen cr American young- 
sters playing soft ball on N. Y. East 
Side. Scripters defily picture the 
youth’s fright when an airplane 

asses overhead. (it’s revealed that 

is mother was killed at Warsaw by 
Nazi bombers), and his urge to be 
one of gang despite his broken 
English. en he clouts a homerun 





By MIKE WEAR 

Shorts quality definitely hit the upgrade during January after a slight 
spurt in December from the October low. Quality of these two and one- 
reel subjects is tipped by the contributions of several companies, which 
checked in with dramatic or unusual brifies that stack up well with some 
‘B’ features currently being circulated. 

Month represents probably the greatest number of good shorts since the 
spurt in quality early this season. The strong ones were so outstanding 
that they made the weakies look even weaker than usual. 


2 
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Current Short Releases 





(Compiled by BESA SHORT) 
‘A Torrid Toreador’ (20th), 7 
mins. Cartoon. 
‘The Frozen North’ 
mins. 
ture. 
‘Calling All Girls’ 
ins. Song and dance. 
‘Main Street on the March’ 


(20th), 7 
Cartoon travel charica- 


(WB), 19 


(M-G), 20 mins. Topical. 
‘Mickey’s Birthday Party’ 
(Disney-RKO), 7 mins. Car- 
toon. 


‘Jewel of the Pacific’ (20th), 10 
ins. Hawaii travel. 

‘Happy Circus Days’ 
7 mins. Topical. 

‘Men for the Fleet’ (20th), 9 
mins. Training for U.S.N. 

‘Kicking Conga Around’ (Par), 
7 mins. Popeye. 

‘West Point on the Hudson’ 
(M-G), 7 mins, Fitzpatrick. 

‘Wedding Worries’ (M-G), 11 
mins. Our Gang. 


(20th), 








he makes the grade, It’s one of 


those simple yarns, unfolding a 
cleverly concealed message, that 


clicks because so well directed and 
enacted, 


‘Aqua Antics’ (Pete Smith 
Specialty; directed by L. Lewyn; 8 
mins.)—Pete Smith has done it 
again. He’s taken aquaplaning tricks, 
done countless times, added some 
new ones and gagged the whole 
proceedings with such a fine veneer 
of humor that this briefie is surefire 
even in a cold projection room. 
Wealth of dizzy stunts and swift 
pace all help. This can’t miss. 


‘Main Street on the March’ (Metro 
Special; directed by E. Cahn; 20 
mins.)—More or less documentary 
or factual report on the state of 
U. S. war preparations, with final 
chapter bringing it right down to 
the nation’s reaction after Pearl 
Harbor. Traces typical U. S. town 
from early days, when folks were 
saying it was a phoney war, down to 
America’s entrance into the fray. 
President Roosevelt, Raymond Gram 
Swing and H. V. Kaltenborn are 
shown covering latest developments. 
John Nesbitt’s impeccable narration 
makes an already vivid short more 
important. 

‘West Point on the Hudson’ (Fitz- 
patrick Traveltalk; in color; 7 mins.) 
—Most intelligent, entertaining treat- 
ment on the U.S. Military Academy 
at West Point, N. Y., yet done in 
motion pictures. Tips the modern 
type of army tactics now being 
taught, shows drills, plebe life, the 
ramparts at Ft. Putnam, types of 
buildings, etc. Best effort by this 
travel-subject veteran in months. 


‘We Do It Because’ (Passing 
Parade series; directed by B. Wran- 
gell; 7 mins.)—John Nesbitt has re- 
searched for explanations why one 
shakes hands when meeting a friend, 
tips his hat, clinks wine glasses, uses 
finger bowls—also the history of the 
wedding ring, kissing and dinner 
knives. Nesbitt’s concise explanation, 
as illustrated by habits of ancients 





from which most of these practices 








have been handed down, enhances 
the enactment. Done with light 
touch for clicko results. 

‘Fraidy Cat’ (Metro color cartoon: 
7 mins.)—Tom, the cat, and Jerry, 
diminutive mouse, again teamed for 
good laugh returns, Rodent takes 
advantage of tomcat’s fright after 
listening to a radio serial to keep 


feline racing from imaginary ghosts, 


Tricky animation, trim color and 
originality make it above ordinary. 


PARAMOUNT 


‘Jasper and the Watermelons’ 
(Madcap Models; 10 mins. ).—George 
Pal’s puppetoons ringing the bell 
with a fantasy about colored lad who 
loves watermelons not wisely but 
too well. Kid is led into watermelon 
land by a talkative scarcecrow with 
astonishing results. Magnificent 
color, neat gagging and superb choral 
and music backgrounding help great- 
ly. New peak in this variation of 
outright cartoons. 


‘Billion Dollar Limited’ (Superman 
cartoon strip: 84% mins.).—New ven- 
tures of Superman depict him halting 
the robbery of a gold shipment by a 
gang of super bandits. This gives 
the authors a chance for incredulous 
happening on both sides. The car- 
toon-strip character is mightly tough 
to stomach on the screen. but the 
kids doubtlessly will like this one. 

‘Popular Science at Randolph 
Field’ (latest in this series; 11 mins.). 
Typical subject-matter, with Ran- 
dolph Field, where aviators are born 
fo the U. S. Army, outstanding. 
Processing of frosted foods, a ski- 
doodler and Prof. Oakes, the comedy 
dizard, included. Cameraing and di- 
rection stand out, but sound is me- 


diocre. 
RKO 

‘Fighting Fish’ (Sportscope: 9 
mins.).—Exciting yarn about sports- 
men who tackle salt water game fish 
off Chile. Mr. and Mrs. Kip Far- 
rington shown bringing in giant 
swordfish, one e broadbill weighing 
617 pounds. Good photography and 
pungent story by Phil Reisman, Jr., 
make this Frederic Ullman produc- 
tion a worthy entry. 

‘Information Please’ (with John 
Gunther, Guest Exvert: 10 mins.).— 
Barely makes the grade among bet- 
ter shorts, with much subject-matter 
far above heads of average theatre 
audience. Identifying well-known 
illustrations in display ads is possibly 
the silliest of all topics. 

‘The Art of Self-Defense’ (Walt 
Disney cartoon; 8 mins.).—Fanciful, 
kidding cartoon tracing art of self- 
defense from prehistoric age to mod- 


ern times. Phoney-voiced, off-stage 
narrator describes the antics of 
Goofy, the punch-drunk fistic ex- 


pert through the ages. Bright ideas 


and gags inserted into fast-gaited 
story for neat results. 
20TH FOX 


‘Playtime in Hawaii’ (Sports Re- 
view; 10 mins.)—Possibly one of 
slickest black-and-white sports reels 
on aquatics from this company. 
Timely topics because of current in- 
terest in Hawaii. Show experts at 
Honolulu using surf boards and out- 
rigger canoes for thrills. Ed Thor- 
gersen’s suave touch in narrating is 
helpful, with topflight photography 
also of material assistance. 

‘Men for the Fleet’ (Adventures of 
Newsreel Cameramen; 9 mins.).— 
Training of new recruits for navy 
from raw youngster to polished sea- 
man. Fancy camera work of Jack 
Kuhne and Paul Douglas’ word-pic- 
ture puts this over the top. 

‘Evergreen Playland’ (Sports Re- 
view; in color: 9 mins.).—Contrast of 
snow against evergreens and spruce, 
trout fishing in a tiny boat, and ski- 
ing make this sports topic jell. Ray 
Fernstrom’s photography and Cine- 
color work are significant and spar- 
kling. Ed Thorgersen’s slick narra- 
tive job, and Russ Shields’ editing 
contribute greatly. 

‘Happy Circus Days’ (Terry-toon 
cartoon comedy, in color; 7 mins.).— 
A bit whacky in ideas, but one of best 
for this type of color cartoons in 
some time. Human figures are Paul 
Terry’s forte apparently. Depicts 
youngster’s visit to circus, payoff be- 
ing when kid decides a picture show 
is a better bet than the big top. 

UNIVERSAL 

‘Swing Frolic’ (Name-Personality 
series; 16 mins.).—Sprightly entry in 
this series, calculated to cash in on 
the presence of Ted Weems’ band. 
Weems’ entertainers include the 
Perry Como, Elmo Tanner, Parker 
Gibbs and Jeanne Brown. Added 
entries are Peggy Ryan, dancer from 
‘Meet the People’; The Harmonettes, 
seen lately in ‘Babes on Broadway ; 
Margery Daye and the Duffins, vet 
ballroom team. Ryan girl and Dug- 
gins are standout. Weems glee club 
does ‘I Wonder Who’s Kissing Her 


(Continued on page 22) 
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Son of Fury -Vaude $33,000 in Chi: 
C. McCoy Boosts Deb to Forte 186, 
Ball’ Hot 5th Wk, Corsican’ 196 








Chicago, Feb. 3. 


Snow tied up traffic some over the 
weekend and put a crimp into down- 
town boxoffices. Things started off 
at a slower pace than usual anyway. 
Talk of town remains ‘Ball of Fire, 
in its fifth week at the Palace, and 
may go longer. Picture has been 
doing phenomenal biz and will get 
a hotcha $11,000 on fifth session. 
Length of stay has backed up so 
many pictures that the house has 
released ‘Playmates,’ and it will go 
into the indie Essaness Woods. 

‘Babes on Broadway,’ which 
started on New Year’s Day in both 
the Apollo and United Artists but 
subsequently was pulled out of the 
Apollo, now goes back into the 
Apollo for additional loop time. Its 
place at the United Artists has been 
taken over by ‘Corsican Brothers,’ 
which will land a sturdy $19,000 in 
week started last Saturday. 

Oriental has a bright week in the 
offing with the Clyde McCoy band 
plus ‘Small Town Deb.’ Looks like 
a strong $18,000. ; 

‘Son cs Fury’ plus vaudeville will 
do a satisfactory $33,000 at the Chi- 
cago to lead the town. “How Green 
Was My Valley’ at the State-Lake is 
snagging a sock $15,000 on ifs third 
stanza. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—Babes Broadway’ (M-G). This 
makes it the sixth loop week, $5,000 
currently, fine. Last week, ‘Sundown’ 
(UA) and ‘Night Jan. 16’ (Par) fin- 
ished third week in loop at okay 
$5,700. 

Chicago (B&K) (35-55-75)—‘Son 
Fury’ (20th) and stage show, Cross 
and Dunn headlining. Satisfactory 
$33,000. Last week, Les Brown or- 
chestra and ‘Belong to Me’ (Col), 
dynamic $43,900. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75 )— 
‘Boots On’ (WB). This will make 
four weeks in the loop, neat $4,500 
following good $5,900 last week. 

Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200; 28-33- 
44-55)—‘Small Town Deb’ (20th) and 
Clyde McCoy orchestra. 
to the band, plenty strong $18,000. 
Last week, Duke Ellington band 
boosted mild ‘Sing Supper’ (Col) to 
fine $17,700. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66-75) 
—Ball Fire’ (RKO) and ‘Gay Fal- 
con’ (RKO) (5th week). This pic- 
ture just keeps rolling along, being 
sold beautifully in ads and publicity. 
Word of mouth is great, hotcha 
$11,000. Last week, same combo, 
powerful $13,000, and topping expec- 
tations. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500: 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Intl. Squadron’ (WB) and ‘Body 
Disappears’ (WB) (2d wk). Com- 
bination should manage $8.000, all 
right. Last week. nice $11.200. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2.700; 35-55-65- 
75)—'Green Valley’ (20th) (3d wk). 


Holding well to $15,000, following 
good $19,100 last week 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,- 
700: 35-55-65-75)—‘Corsican Bros.’ 


(UA). Started Saturday and looms 
as a winner at $19,000. Last week. 
‘Babes Broadway’ (M-G) finished 
fifth week at excellent $9,600. 





Hawkins-Inkspots Plus 
‘Glamour Boy’ Sock 146 
In K.C.; Bugle’ $11,000 


Kansas City, Feb. 3. 
Newman theatre, with the Ink 
Spots-Erskine Hawkins band combo 
as Magnet, looks set for a solid week. 
Gross of around $14,000 in sight at 





upped scale, excellent figure for this | 


house, with “Glamour Boy’ meaning 
little, 7 

Among straight film houses, the 
Outstanding new entry is ‘Remem- 
er the Day,’ turning in solid biz for 
the Esquire and Uptown day-and- 
date, 4 certain holdover. 
Ss writing new history with ‘Ball of 
sed and “Date With the Falcon’ 
AO a fifth straight week at in- 
creased admissions (55¢ top), previ- 
to unheard of by a first-run house 


Estimates for This Week 

we aatire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 
west) (820 and 2,043; 11-30-44)—‘Re- 
srember_ Day’ (20th), solo in both 
sa = Strong $9,500, and earning a 
U) ‘Oa et week, ‘Hellzapoppin’ 

WK), didn’t hold its ening 
pace, $4,400 in six days. 


Midland (Loew's) (4,101: 11-30-44) | 


—'Bugle Sounds’ (M-G) ' 
; - and ‘Belong 
So (Col). Pert $11,000. Last week, 
(: ~ Eager’ (M-G) and ‘Blondie 
Pe ege (Col), fine $13,500. 

‘ewman (Paramount) (1,900: 11- 
Pott 29)-~Glamour Boy’ (Par) with 
b nk Spots and Erskine Hawkins 


pe a Draw of stage talent is solid 
Nd house can ‘ 
€ roo, Last week, ‘In 


Army’ (WB) 


Strictly up | 


Orpheum | 


reach $14,000, sock- | 


vt 


and ‘Target Tonight’ (WB), light 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,600; 11-40-55) 
—‘Ball Fire’ (RKO) and ‘Date With 
Falcon’ (RKO) (5th wk). Fifth ses- 
sion is setting record run for the 
house and town. More than satisfac- 
tory at $5,200, with $30,000 coming in 
from previous four weeks. 

Tower (Joffee) (2,110; 11-30)— 
‘Lady for Night’ (Rep) with regular 
variety bill on stage. Film getting 
some extra plugging. Mild $5,500. 
Last week, ‘Perfect Snob’ (20th) 
screen with Ted Weems band, fair- 
ish $9,000 at 50c top. 


HELLZ’ $13,000, 
BALTO PIX HIT 


; Baltimore, Feb. 3. 

No letup in steady trade enjoyed 
recently by all downtowners here. 
‘Helizapoppin’, given an extra boost 
by adroit exploitation turned loose 
by Milt Crandall, is faring nicely at 
Keith’s. Combo Hipp is also attract- 
ing better-than-usual- biz for ‘Call 
Out the Marines,’ tied to a pleasing 
vaude layout. 

The New, after a five-week socko 
session of ‘How Green Was My Val- 
ley,” opened ‘Remember the Day’ 
Saturday (31), and drew the usual 
big weekend. 


Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 17- 
28-44)—‘Johnny Eager’ (M-G) (2d 
wk). Holding up nicely at $11,000 
after ringing the bell for a healthy 
$15,800 opening week. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
17-25-28-39-44-55-66)—‘Call Out Ma- 
rines’ (RKO) plus vaude. Off to a 
big start and will get a slick $16,000. 
Last week, ‘Kildare’s Victory’ (M-G), 
owing it mostly all to stage layout 
headed by Three Stooges and Lou 
Breese orch, mopped up at $17,600. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 17- 
28 - 33 - 39 - 44) —‘Hellzapoppin’ (U). 
Smartly sold for big returns at 
$13,000. Last week (2d), ‘Hold Dawn’ 
(Par) added all-right $8,200 to steady 
initial sesh at $11,400. 





Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 20-40)— 
‘Glamour Boy’ (Par). Fairish doings 
at $4000. Last week, ‘Among Liv- 


ing’ (Par) held up to $3,900. 

New (Mechanic) (1.581; 17-28-35- 
44)—‘Remember Day’ (20th). Opened 
Saturday (31). Good $7,000 indicat- 
ed. Last week. final stanza on five- 
week run of ‘How Green My Valley’ 
(20th) brought total for run to sockae 
$37,700, which is plenty of action for 
the limited seating capacity here. 





Roslyn (Levin) (800: 17-25-40-55) 
‘Sot. York’ (WB) (3d wk). Move- 
‘over. Holding up well after a pre- 
| vious three-week stay at the nearby 


| 


Stanltev at a slightly upped scale. 
Should reach $4,000 after a solid $11,- 


| 40M total for nrevious brace. 

| Stanlev (WB) (3.280: 17-28-40-55) 
‘Man to Dinner’ (WB) (3d wk). 
Maintaining fairish pace to $9,000 


after very healthy total of $27,600 for 
pre-eding two rounds. 

| Times (Baker) (740: 17-28-39)— 
| ‘Hitler, Beast Berlin’ (Indie). Striv- 
Last week, 
inched out a 





ing for vossible $2.000. 
|*Honoluly T.u’ (Col), 
| fairish $1.900. 





'Taylor-Turner $9,500 
Indpls.; ‘Bahama’ 8'4G 


Indianapolis, Feb. 3. 
Loew’s is trying out a new idea. 
| They opened Wednesday on current 
|showing of ‘Johnny Eager’ dualed 
| with ‘The Bugle Sounds,’ and _ it 
seems to be working out well with 
extra bucks garnered. Other houses 
|} are moving up one day to Thursday. 
| Formerly many pictures opened Fri- 
and failed to hold up after 
| Sunday. ; 
Estimates for This Week 

| (Katz-Dolle) (2,600: 25-30- 
|40)—‘All Thru Night’ (WB) and 
‘Body Disappears’ (WB). Average 
$7,500. Last week, ‘Confirm, Deny’ 
(20th) and ‘Cadet Girl’ (20th), weak 
$6,500. 
| Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100; 25-30- 
| 40)—‘Bahama Passage’ (Par) and 
| ‘Pacific Blackout’ (U). Mild $8,500. 
| Last week, ‘Man Who Came Dinner’ 
| (WB) and ‘Steel Against Sky’ (WB), 
| good $9,500. 
Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,400; 25-30-40) 
—‘Johnny Eager’ (M-G) and -‘Bugle 
Sounds’ (Col). Good $9,500. Last 
week, ‘Corsican Bros.’ (UA) and 
‘Miss Polly’ (UA), okay $9,000. 
Lyric (Katz-Dolle) (1,900; 25-30- 
40)—‘Man to Dinner’ (WB) and 
‘Steel Against Sky’ (WB) (move- 
'over). Oke $4,500. Last week, 
'‘Swamp Water’ (20th) and ‘Perfect 
Snob’ = (20th) (moveover), ditto 
$4,500 





day, 


Circle 





First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of February 5 


Astor—‘King’s Row’ (WB) (3). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Dec. 24, 1941) 


Broadway—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(5th week), 


(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Now. 13, 1940) 


Capitol—‘Design for Scandal’ 
(M-G). 


(Reviewed in.‘Variety,’ Nov. 12, 1941) 


Criterion—‘Dr. Kildare’s Vic- 
tory’ (M-G) (4). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Dec. 3, 1941) 


Globe—‘Paris Calling’ (U) (4th 
week), 


(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Dec. 10, 1941) 


Musie Hall—‘Woman of the 
Year’ (M-G). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Jan. 14) 

Paramount — ‘Sullivan’s Trav- 
els’ (Par) (2d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Dec. 10, 1941) 
— House Blues’ (U) 

Roxy—‘Son of Fury’ 
Fox) (2d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Jan. 7) 

Strand — ‘Wild Bill Hickok 
Rides’ (WB) (6). 

Week of February 12 

Astor—‘King’s Row’ (M-G) (2d 
week). 

Broadway—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(6th week). 

Capitol—‘Design for Scandal’ 
(M-G) (2d week). 

Music Hall—‘Woman of the 
Year’ (M-G) (2d week). 

Paramount—‘Sullivan’s Trav- 
els’ (Par) (3d week). 

Roxy—‘Son of Fury’ 
Fox) (3d week). 

Strand—‘Captains of the Clouds’ 
(WB). ; 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Jan. 21) 


‘Son of Fury’ a 
Sock $23,000, 
Philly Giant 


Philadelphia, Feb. 3. 


February starts off in big league 
style with plenty of punch at the 
boxoffice all along the rialto. Even 
the test blackout set for tonight 
(Tues.) is not expected to put much 
damper on the flood of coin pouring 
in. Helping to hypo the take was 
the influx of service men from near- 
by Army camps who crowded the 
main stems the past weekend. 


Far and away the best in the cash 
stakes is ‘Son of Fury,’ with the 
combination of ‘Four Jacks and a 
Jill’ and Eddy Duchin’s band a close 
second. Also checking in with plenty 
are ‘The Bugle Sounds’ and the hold- 
cvers of ‘Green Was My Valley,’ 
‘Corsican Brothers’ and ‘All Through 
the Night.’ 

Warners is planning a special pre- 
miere of ‘Captain of the Clouds’ at 
the Earle, Sunday night (15), with 
reserved seat prices for the benefit 
of the Buy-a-Bomber fund of the 
Philadelphia Inquirer. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 35-46-57-68 )— 
‘Green Valley’ (UA) (5th wk). Show- 
ing plenty of stamina with a grand 
$10,000. Last week (4th), healthy 
$10,500. 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-46-57) 
—‘Babes Broadway’ (M-G) (2d run). 
Setting neat pace with $4,200. Last 
week, ‘Pulham’ (M-G) wound up sec- 
ond week of second run with okay 
$3,200. 


(20th- 


(29th- 


























Boyd (WB) (2,568; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Corsican Bros. (UA) (2d 
Dropped down in h.o. to fairish $11,- 
000. Opener a sock $18,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,768; 35-46-57-68-75) 
—‘Four Jacks, Jill’ (RKO) plus Eddy 
Duchin’s orch. Netting a zingy $23,- 
000. Last week, ‘Cadet Girl’ (20th) 
with Louis Prima’s band and person- 


aling of Eddie Bracken, mediocre 
$17,000. 
Fox (WB) (2,425; 35-46-57-68)— 


‘Son of Fury’ (20th). Plenty of power 
in Tyrone’s latest, big $23,000. Last 
week, ‘Johnny Eager’ (M-G) bowed 
out after three good weeks with a 
neat $12,500 for final sesh. 

Karlton (WB) (1,066; 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Suspicion’ (RKO) (2d run). Okay 
$5,000. Last week initial showing of 
‘Prime Minister’ (WB), sour $2,500. 

Keith’s (WB) (2,220; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Man to Dinner’ (WB) (2d run) (2d 
wk). Good for a couple of more help- 
ings with nice $4,500. Last week, 
grand $6,000. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 35-46-57-68) 
—Through Night’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Satisfactory $12,000 for holdover. 
Opener snared neat $19,000. 

Stanton (WB) (1,457; 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Bugle Sounds’ (M-G). Looks like 
winner with sock $8,500 at this small- 


seater. Last week, “Tarzan Treasure’ 
(M-G), held over with satisfactory 
$4,500. 


wk). | 


Sullivan -Glenn Miller Big $75,000 
In N. Y. Upbeat; Fury’ Strong 556, 
‘Men Life’-Hoff-Stooges, $22,000 





Heavy rain in New York Saturday 
(31) marred the take that day, espe- 
cially on the matinee, but Sunday 
(1) was very big and, on the whole, 
there are no kicks. 


Two new pictures, ‘Son of Fury’ 
and ‘Sullivan's Travels,’ latter aided 
importantly by the Glenn Miller 
band, are in the smash column. Hold- 
overs or second-runs make up the 
balance of what’s on display. 


Par brought in ‘Travels’ and Miller 
Wednesday (28) and from the gun 
this show has been socko, with the 
first week through last night (Tues.) 
taking the house to a lofty $75,000. 
The second week begins today 
(Wed.). 


Tyrone Power and Gene Tierney 
in ‘Son of Fury’ are dragging ’em 
into the Roxy in gross lots at an 
indicated $55,000, or close, on the 
first week ending tonight (Wed.), 
and, of course, holds over. 


‘Ball of Fire,’ now in its third and 
final week at the Music Hall, con- 
tinues to attract a lot of coin, with 
the windup stanza looking $80,000 or 
close. Another holdover that is do- 
ing extremely well is the Strand’s 
‘All Through the Night,’ which has 
good boxoffice support in the Bob 
Chester band and Georgie Price. For 
this bill the current (2d) week should 
total neat $38,000, close behind the 
initial seven days’ total of $45,000. 
Can’t go another week, however, due 
to bookings made in advance, with 
result ‘Wild Bill Hickok Rides’ and 
a Masters’ band opens Friday 

‘Men in Her Life,’ on second run, 
the Three Stooges and the Carl Hoff 
orchestra are taking the State to a 
satisfactory $22,000 or better. 

‘Corsican Brothers’ will end its 
third week at the Capitol tonight at 
about $21,000, o.k.; Globe is head- 
ing for a good $8.000 on the third 
round of ‘Paris Calling,’ and ‘A Yank 
on the Burma Road’ wound up suit- 
able seven-day engagement at the 
Criterion at $8,000. 

The Rivoli is slipping with ‘Joan 
of Paris,’ which looks short of $16,- 
000 on its second week, yet remains 
until Feb. 12, when ‘Mr. V’ comes in. 

‘King’s Row’ opened at the Astor 
yesterday (Tues.) following an invi- 
tation premiere Monday night (2). 

Estimates for This Week 


Astor (Loew’s) (1,012; 35-55-85- 
$1.10-$1.25) —‘King’s Row’ (WB). 
Had a special preem Monday night 
(2), with continuous run at pop 
scales starting yesterday (Tues.). 
Final four days on sixth week of 
‘Shanghai Gesture’ (UA), $5,000. The 
fifth week was $7,500, light. 

Broadway (Disney) (1,895; 35-55- 
75)—Fantasia’ (RKO-Disney) (4th 
wk). About $11,000, o.k., indicated 
this week (4th), while last week 
(3d) was $13,800. Remains until 
‘Bambi’ (RKO-Disney> opens here. 

Capitel (Loew's) (4,620; 35-55-85- 
$1.10-$1.25) — ‘Corsican Brothers’ 
(UA) (3d-final wk). Looks $21,000 
on windup, all right. Last week 
(2d) was $28,000, good. ‘Design for 
Scandal’ (M-G) opens tomorrow 
(Thurs.). 

Criterion (Loew’s) (1,062; 35-44- 
55-75) — ‘Kildare’s Victory’ (M-G) 
brought in today (Wed.), following 
week with ‘Yank on Burma Road’ 
(M-G), which got $8,000, fairly good. 


Behind that ‘Mr. and Mrs. North’ 
(M-G) $6,000, disappointing. 
Globe (Brandt) (1,250; 28-35-55) 


—Paris Calling’ (U) (3d wk). Con- 
tinues to get ‘em, this week (3d) 
auguring $8,000. The second lap 
was strong $10,000. Holds fourth 
stanza. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 28-35-44-55- 
65-75) —‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ 
(WB) (2d run) and ‘Body Disap- 
pears’ (WB) (lst run), coupled. This 
| brace will do around $9,000. Last 
week, ‘Remember Day’ (20th) and 
‘Confirm or Deny’ (20th), both 2d 
run, $8,200, fair. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 35-55-85- 
99)—‘Sullivan’s Travels’ (Par) and 
Glenn Miller (2d wk). Goes on hold- 
over today (Wed.) after slamming 
through to sensationa] $75,000 on the 
first seven days. Miller is accounting 
for a lot of coin, but picture also is 
a strong draw. The third-final 
semester for ‘Louisiana Purchase’ 
(Par) and Gene Krupa was $44,000, 
excellent. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5,945; 44-55-85-99-$1.65) — 
‘Ball of Fire’ (RKO) and stageshow 
(3d-final wk). Very steady money- 
getter, with $80,000 seen for the con- 
cluding (3d) round, close behind the 
second week’s $90,000. On the 21- 
day run a big profit is shown for 
both RKO and the Hall. ‘Woman of 


the Year’ (M-G) opens tomorrow 
morning (Thurs.). 
Rialto (Mayer) (594; 28-44-55)-— 


‘Call Out Marines’ (RKO) (2d-final 
wk). Holding up well and should 
get an extra $6,000 following first 
seven days’ $10,000 for plenty of 
black on the run. 

Rivoli (UA) (2,092; 35-55-75-85-99) 
—Joan of Paris’ (RKO) (2d wk). 
i Not showing much pull; less than 





$16,000 this week (2d), mild, but 
stays until ‘Mr. V’ (UA) is ready to 
open Feb. 12. First week for ‘Joan’ 
was short of $20,000, mild profit. 
Roxy (20th) (5,886; 35-55-65-75-85) 
—‘Son of Fury’ (20th) and stageshow. 
In the big money at $55,000, or close, 
on the first week and holds over. 
The final six days on second week 
of ‘I Wake Up Screaming’ (20th) 
was $30,000, lean. 
State (Loew’ss (3,450; 28-44-55-75- 
90-$1.10)—‘Men in Her [ife’ (Col) 
(2d run) and, on _ stage, Three 
Stooges, Carl Hoff orch, others. Good 
enough $22,000, or bit above, looks 
probable. Last week, ‘Birth of Blues’ 
(Par) (2d run) and Dick Powel! in 
person, same. 
Strand (WB) (2,756; 35-55-75-85- 
99)—‘All Through the Night’ (WB), 
Bob Chester band and Georgie Price 
(2d-final week). This show will turn 
a neat profit at $38,000 on the hold- 
over and $45,000 the initial week. 
The Chester orchestra and Price are 
credited with being responsible for a 
considerable portion of the business 
drawn. Third week is prevented by 
previously scheduled opening of 
‘Wild Bill Hickok Rides’ and Frankie 
Masters on Friday (6). 


BUGLE $10,500 
IN HOT CINCY 


Cincinnati, Feb. 3. 

Laurel and Hardy, doing their 
initial personaling here as a team, 
are topping all biz currently. The 
screen comics are supported by Milt 
Britton’s orch and Judy Starr on the 
stage and ‘Weekend for Three.’ 

‘Bugle Sounds’ is the straight film 
topper at the Palace. Next best is 
‘Remember Day’ at the Albee. ‘Ball 
Fire’ is registering a-hot figure for 
the Capitol on the moveover from 
the Albee. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50)— 
‘Remember Day’ (20th). Lukewarm 
$9,500. Last week, ‘Ball Fire’ (RKO), 
great $16,500. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 33-40-50)— 
‘Ball Fire’ (RKO). Moveover for 
second stanza on front line. Big 
$7,500. Last week, ‘Man to Dinner’ 
(WB) (4th wk), swell $5,000, and 
sock $31,000 for the four-week run. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-28)— 
‘Blonde Singapore’ (Col) and ‘Sealed 
Lips’ (U), split with ‘Forbidden 
Trails’ (Mono) and ‘Mr. Celebrity’ 
(PRC). Normal $2,100. Last week, 
‘Flying Cadets’ (U) and ‘Queen Mur- 
der Ring’ (Col), divided with ‘Stage- 
coach Buckaroo’ (U) and ‘Come Ma- 
rines’ (Mono), same. 

Grand (RKO) (1,430: 30-40-50)— 
‘All Money Buy’ (RKO). Slow $4,- 
000. Last week, ‘Sundown’ (UA), 
okay $6,000 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 33-40-50) 

‘Confirm, Deny’ (20th). Sorry $3,- 
000. Last week, ‘Johnny Eager’ 
(M-G) (2d wk), mild $3,500 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 33-40-50)— 
‘Corsican Bros.’ (UA). Switched 
from Palace for second week. Thin 
$2,500. Ditto last week on ‘Died 
Boots On’ (WB) (moveover, third 
week downtown). 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 33-40-50)— 
‘Bugle Sounds’ (M-G). All right 
$10,500. Last week, ‘Corsican Bros.’ 
(UA), fair $9,500. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 33-44-60)— 
‘Weekend Three’ (RKO) and Laurel 
|and Hardy heading show with Milt 
| Britton’s band and Judy Starr. Zippy 
$16,500. It’s the first joint visit of 
the screen comics to Cincy and the 
dailies are splurging type and art on 
them. Last week, ‘Kildare’s Victory’ 
(M-G) and ‘Bowery Follies’ stage 
unit, dandy $12,500. 








‘Unholy’-‘Soldier’ Best 
In Jersey City, $16,000 


Jersey City, Feb. 3. 

Grosses this week are all high, 
with Loew’s ‘Chocolate Soldier’ in 
the lead. Stanley’s ‘All Through the 
Night,’ and ‘Remember the Day’ at 
the State for a second week, con- 
tinue strong. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (3,205; 30-35-55) — 
‘Chocolate Soldier’ (M-G) and ‘Une 
holy Partners’ (M-G). Sturdy $16,- 
000. Last week, ‘Sundown’ (UA) and 
‘Niagara Falls’ (UA), neat $15,500. 

Stanley (WB) (4,500; 30-35-55)— 
‘Through Night’ (WB) and ‘Blondie 
College’ (Col). Good $15,000. Last 
week, ‘Look Laughing’ (RKO) and 
‘All Money Buy’ (RKO), dandy 
$15,000. 

State (Skouras) (2,200; 30-35-55 )— 
‘Remember Day’ (20th) and ‘Murder 
| Ring’ (Col) (2d wk). Neat $9.500 ex- 
‘pected. Last week, slick $15,000. 
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The screen’s dramatic thunderbolt proves the year’s great 
romantic hit as it sweeps the crowds off their feet and 
into theatres from coast to coast! It opens big and stays 
big. A world famous stage play has been transformed 
into an outstanding money attraction! a 









i 6 BIG WEEKS AT THE N’ r- 
i i ASTOR, NEW YORK CITY!~ fa 





{i ii : LOS ANGELES... Day-and-Date in Loew's State and Grauman's Chinese. 
| Onening week-end gross tops U.A. record holders for the past year! 


SYRACUSE... isew's first four days piles up receipts equal to average 
vay i week's gross. “Shanghai Gesture’ is the $.2.0. gesture! 


: MEMPHIS. «eloew's opening day on o Thursday ~~ equals the Christmas 
, ae Day holiday gross. Showmen are really sizzling with “The Shanghai Gesture} 


\! : ‘ AN MIAMI BEACH. . . Day-and-dote ot the Lincoln ond Surf, Opening day a 
hay ee Me teas) cee record. First week in both theatres grosses 212%. of average. Moves over to the 
1’ i ee eee ¥ cS ee Miami and Maytair Theatres! 


‘ARNOLD PRESSBURGER presents 


vane the elebrated pla; Starring 4 
Ay JOHN COLTON 


WALTER HUSTON + VICTOR MATURE - ONA MUNSON 


with PHYLLIS BROOKS - ALBERT. BASSERMAN - MARIA OUSPENSKAYA 
Directed by JOSEF VON’STERNBERG RELEASED THRU 


UNITED ARTISTS 
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Andrews Sis- Spitfire Baby’ Terrif 
$75,000 in Frisco; Boots Trim 126 1.0. 





San Francisco, Feb. 3. 

Andrews Sisters stealing the spot- 
light this week, easily topping their 
business of last visit in June, coupled 
with ‘Spitfire’s Baby.’ First two days 
on the Golden Gate stage were $1,500 
ahead of the corresponding period 
the last time here. Holdouts are the 
rule. Although night prices are 65c 
now against 55c¢ last time trio was 
here, service admissions pull the 
average down—and the Gate has 
been packed with uniforms. — 

But a week of rainy, miserable 
weather hasn't hurt biz to any ex- 


tent. : ; 

Mostly holdovers otherwise, with 
‘Died With Boots On’ at the Fox, 
‘Hellzapoppin’ in the Orpheum and 
‘Remember the Day’ at the Warfielc 
doing best biz. ‘Bahama Passage’ at 
the Paramount is strong despite mild 
reviews. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-55)— 
‘Died With Boots On’ (WB) (2d wk). 
May hold up to $12,000, extremely 
good. Last week, strong $20,000. 


Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 44-55- 
65 )—‘Mexican Spitfire’s Baby’ (RKO) 
and Andrews Sisters on stage. Gals 
get full credit for capacity biz, house 
rolling up a sensational $25,000, Last 
week (4th), ‘Ball Fire’ (RKO) with 
Jan Garber band on stage, swell 
$15,000, being first sesh for band. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,440; 35- 
40-55) — ‘Hellzapoppin’ (U) and 
‘Queen Murder Ring’ (Col) (2d wk). 
Still solid at $10,000. Last week, 
same combo, excellent $15,800. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,470; 35-40- 
55)—‘Bahama Passage’ (Par) and 
‘Night Jan. 16’ (Par). Reviews no 
help, but good trade at most spots is 
helping to sturdy $17,000. Last week 


(2d), ‘Through Night’ (WB) and 
‘Steel Against Sky’ (WB), fair 
$11,000. 


St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475; 35-40- 
55)— ‘Johnny Eager’ (M-G) and 
‘Devil Pays Off’. (Rep) (second 
moveover week). With the new 
night prices should hold up to 
around $5,000, nice. Last week, same 
bill, okay $6,000. 

United Artists (UA-Blumenfeld) 
(1,100; 35-40-55) —‘Men in Life’ (Col) 
and ‘Three Girls’ (Col). Breaking 
away from UA product for a cnange 
which should bring about $9,000, 
fairly satisfactory. Last week (5th), 
‘Corsican Bros. (UA) and ‘Fiesta’ 
(UA), $4,700, nice. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,650; 35-40-55) 
— ‘Remember Day’ (20th) and ‘Right 
to Heart’ (20th) (2d wk). May do 
$11,500, socko for this combo, on 
second stanza. Last week, below 
expectations at $15,000 for same pair. 


Greta Garbo Sockeroo 
$18,000 St. Louis Best: 
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Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 


pO Rr rere $361,000 
(Based on 13 theatres) 


Total Gross Same Week 


eee ere $377,100 
(Based on 138 theatres) 


Tarzan’-Vaude Solid 
$19,000, Pitt. Leader; 
‘Dinner’ Robust 1436 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 3. 

Just when it looked like a big 
weekend here, along came hail, snow 
and ice early Saturday night (31) 
just when the night crowds generally 
set out, and bottom fell out of every- 
thing. There was enough action prior 
to this to insure at least an average 
week. 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ is do- 
ing briskly at Penn although the 
sensation continues to be ‘How Green 
Was My Valley,’ in fifth week at 
Fulton, still going like a house afire. 


Estimates for This Week 


Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 30-50)— 
‘Green Valley’ (20th) (5th wk). Con- 
tinuing to smash every existing run 
and money record here, with end 
still not in sight. May do bit above 
$7,000 this week but still phenomenal. 
Has already passed previous run 
mark, set five years ago by ‘My Man 
Godfrey’ (U). Last week ‘Green’ got 
a swell $9,200. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 30-40-50) 
—Man To Dinner’ (WB). Plenty of 
marquee strength and rave notices. 
Fact that the play got three weeks 
at Nixon last season also helping to 
add up to big profit at around $14,- 
500. Last week, ‘Suspicion’ (RKO), 
about $14,000. 

Ritz (WB) (800; 30-40-50)—‘Johnny 
Eager’ (M-G) (3d wk). Films wind- 
ing up extended first-runs here, on 
customary moveovers from Penn to 
Warner to Ritz, still vary little what- 
ever the attraction. For instance, 
‘Eager’ will get around $2,400. Last 











ing the same route, got $2,500. 
Senator (Harris) (1,750; 30-40-50) 
—‘Confirm, Deny’ (20th). Film gota 
nice campaign and praise from crix. 
Around $6,500, oke. Last week, ‘Bed- 
time Story’ (Col), better than $6,000. 
Stanley (WB) (3,800; 30-44-60-66) 
—‘Tarzan’s Treasure’ (M-G) plus 
George Murphy and Block and Sully 
on stage. First time in months that 
WB deluxer has been without a stage 
name band. Lay-out should account 
for $19,000 anyway, not bad at all. 





é ’ “ 1 (| Last week, Cab Calloway band and 
Son of Fury Big 163 |}‘Design for Scandal’ (M-G), very 





St. Louis, Feb. 3. 
There is plenty of marquee strength 


currently and the controversial ‘Two- | 


Faced Woman’ is off to a fine start. 
Should enable Loew’s to lead the 
pack at the b.o. After a week of 
higher temperatures colder weather 
is helping business. 
Estimates for This Week 

; Loew’s (Loew) (3,172: 30-40-44)- 
Two-Faced Woman’ (M-G) and ‘Sing 
Supper’ (Col). Off to a nice get- 
away for solid $18,000, banner take 
in town. Last week. ‘Corsican 
Bros.’ (UA) and ‘Hay Foot’ (UA) (2d 
wk). Finished with a nice $12,300 
after fine $16,500 last week. 

Ambassador (F&M) (3,000: 30-40- 
50)—‘Man to Dinner’ (WB) plus 
Shorts. Nice $13,500 in offing. 
week, ‘Playmates’ 
Money Buy’ (RKO). 
pectations, neat $12,400. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 30-40-50)—‘Son 
Fury’ (20th) and 
Heart’ (20th). This dualer 
cop a nice $16,500. Last week, ‘Bill 


Bettered ex- 


should 


Hickok Rides’ (WB) and ‘In Army | 


Now’ (WB). 
$12,100. 
Missouri (F&M) (3.570: 30-40-50)— 


Sagged at finish, fair 


‘Playmates’ (RKO) and ‘All Money | 


Buy’ RKO). Moveovers from 
and Ambassador, $5,500, fair. Last 
week. “Hold Dawn’ (Par) and ‘Men 
in Life’ (Col), surprise of week with 
fine $6,100. 


Fox 


St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 30-40)— | 


‘Maltese Falcon’ (WB) and ‘Green 
Valley’ (20th). A new and old one 
may garner $4,500, good. Last week, 
Blue, White, Perfect’ (20th) and 


‘Young A ’ ; : 
+. + pata (20th), disappoint 





Vallee’s Par Musical 


Hollywood, Feb. 3. 

Paramount signed Rudy Vallee for 
one of the top spots with Mary Mar- 
on — Bracken and Betty Hut- 

1 In the musical picture, ‘Ha 
Go Lucky? soy 
; Vallee contract provides options 
‘Or a long-term deal. 


‘Gentleman at | 


good at $21,800 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 30-40-50)— 
| ‘Suspicion’ (RKO) (2d wk). Brought 
here from Penn for fair $5,000. Last 
week, ‘Johnny Eager’ (M-G), also 
from the Penn, verg good at nearly 
$7,000. 


‘Green Valley’ $4,900 
Lincoln; ‘Tarzan’ Oke 3G 


Lincoln, Feb. 3. 
Original plans to hold ‘Louisiana 
Purchase’ two weeks were changed 
Sunday (1) when ‘Green Valley’ 
took off at the Lincoln. ‘Purchase’ 
got big money in 11 days. 
Estimates for This Week 


Colonial (Monroe-Noble-Federer ) 
(750; 10-15-20) — ‘Citadel Crime’ 


(Rep) and ‘Mysterious Rider’ (Par) 
split with ‘Strange Alibi’ (WB) and 
‘Forbidden Trails’ (Mono). Slim 
$800. Last week, ‘Rags Riches’ (Rep) 
and ‘Range War’ (Par) split with 
‘Comes Happiness’ (WB) and ‘Sierra 
Sue’ (Rep), good $900. 

Lincoln (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,503; 
| 10-30-44) — ‘Green 


| 


28)—‘Buy Town’ (Par) and ‘Bride 





week, ‘Corsican Bros’ (UA), follow- 


C.O.D.” (WB). Not too strong at $1.- fe ts takes 

rep Last week, ‘Burma Convoy’ 

|(U) and ‘Unholy Partners’ (M-G), | ¢pge3_s ? 7 

slow $1,100. Midnight -Raye Fine 
State (Noble-Federer) (986: 10-20- 


28)—‘Blondie College’ (Col) and ‘Date 


Falcon’ (RKO). Finished five days 
yesterday (Monday), good $1,500. 
Last week, ‘Go Collegiate’ (Mono) 


and ‘Jacks, Jill’ (RKO), light $900 in 
five days. 

Stuart (JHC-Par) (1,884: 10-28-44) 
—‘Tarzan’s Secret’ (M-G). Only $3,- 
000, if lucky. Last week, ‘Remem- 


Last week, ‘Texas’ (Col), just short 
of $2,400, not bad. 


‘LOVE’ SWEET $6,000, 
MEMPHIS; ‘DAY’ $5,800 





Biz fair-to-middling. ‘Appointment 
for Love’ at Malco and ‘Remember 


Rides’ pulling better than expected, 
but not much. 


000. Last week, “Through 
(WB) (2d wk), $3,200, oke. 
Maleo (Lightman) (2,800; 10-33-44) 


Night’ 


ably adding $1,000 to an otherwise 


‘Remember Day’ (20th). Mild $5,800 
despite favorable comment from crix. 
Last week, ‘Shanghai Gesture’ (UA), 
$4,000, sad. 

Strand (Lightman) (1,000; i0-22- 
33)—Pacific Blackout’ (Par), three 
| days; ‘Sing Supper’ (Col), one day; 





Torrential rains on opening days, | 





Key City Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 
Last Week...........$1,810,400 


Valley’ (20th) (Based on 26 cities, 176 thea- 
Took off Sunday (1), sock $4,900.| tres, chiefly first runs, including 
Last week, ‘La. Purchase’ (Par) ran N. Y.) 
up $9,000 on 11 days, super grosser. Total Gross Same Week 
Nebraska (JHC-Par) (1,236; 10-20- So ee Rage ERS $1,753,000 


(Based on 25 cities, 172 theatres) 














$17,500 in OK Newark; 





Newark, Feb. 3. 
Local first-,un houses are booming 


ber Day’ (20th), n. s. g., $2,900. this week. Proctor’s, holding ‘How 
Varsity (N-F) (1,100; 10-30-44)— |Green Was My Valley’ a second 
Playmates’ (RKO). Okay $2,900.| week. continues to earn the town’s 


Neat grosses are also 
up by the Branford, 


best money. 
being racked 


Loew’s with ‘Chocolate Soldier’ and 
‘Unholy Partners.’ 
Estimates for This Week 


Adams _ (Indie) ie een 
Memphis. Feb. 3. 60) — ‘Tragedy at Midnight’ (Rep 
ompnis, Feb. & and Martha Raye in person. With 


stage bill doing most of pulling, 


the Day’ at Loew’s Palace are doing, Adams will get a fine $17,500. Last 
pretty well, with both ‘Joe Smith,| week, ‘Perfect Snob’ (20th) plus 
American,’ at Loew’s State and the} Eddy Duchin’s band and Stapletons 
Warner theatre’s ‘Wild Bill Hickok | 0M stage, neat $16,500. 


Branford (WB) (2,800; 28-33-44- 
55)—Through Night’ (WB) = and 
‘Blondie College’ (Col). Snappy $15,- 


follgwed by surprise cold snap, didn’t | 000. Last week, ‘Keep ’Em Flying’ 
help any. (WB) and ‘Steel Against Sky’ (WB) 
Estimates for This Week (2d wk), nice $12,000. 
Warner (WB) (2,000; 10-33-44)— teal 90N- -98-39-44) 
‘Wild Bill Hickok’ (WB). Pulling ad-| ,C2Pitel (WB), (1.200; 20-28 30 ar 
venture customers for medium $5,-| 7.5, Treasure’ (M-G). Moderate 


$2,700. Last week, ‘Smilin’ Through’ 
fair $2,600. 


and ‘Honolulu Lu’ (Col). Mild $12,- 


weak take for this type film. May/000. Last week ‘La. Purchase’ (Par) 
pull $4,000. Last week, ‘Johnny | and ‘Among Living’ (Par) (4th wk), 
Eager’ (M-G) (2d wk), $3,200. . loke $8,000. 

Palace (Loew) (2,200; 10-33-44)— 


Proctor’s (RKO) 
—‘Green Valley’ (20th) and ‘Moon 
Over Shoulder’ (20th) (2d wk). This 
dual and a vaude show on Monday 
and Tuesday nights 
hefty $18,000. Last week, socka $25,- 
000, a house record, 


land ‘Secret Wasteland’ (Par). Bull-| State (Loew’s) (2,600; 28-33-44- 
ish $1,900. Last week, ‘Bahama Pas- | 55)—‘Chocolate Soldier’ (M-G) and 
sag’ (Par) (2d run), three days;|‘Unholy Partners’ (M-G), Dandy 


‘Bullets O’Hara’ (WB), one day; and 
| ‘Return James’ (20th) (2d run), three 
' days: $1,800, nice going. 


$15,000. Last week, ‘Sundown’ (UA) 
and ‘Niagara Falls’ (UA), pleasing 





$15,000. 





| 
| 





NATIONAL BOXOFFICE SURVEY 


Valley’ Huge 186 on 2d 


with ‘All Through the Night,’ and} 


(M-G) and ‘New York Town’ (Par), | 


—Appointment Love’ (U). Sulla- . E ~~ 

van-Boyer got good notices, nice Little (Indie) (300; 33-39-55 )—‘40,- 

$6,000. Last week, ‘Little Foxes’|000 Horsemen’ (Indie) (3d _ wk). 

(RKO), $7,500, socko. Good $2,000. Last week, dandy 
State (Loew) (2,600; 10-33-44)—| $2,700. 

| ‘Joe Smith’ (M-G). Strong campaign Paramount (Par-Adams) (2,000; 

and presence of real Joe Smith prob- | 30-35-44-55)—"Men in Life’ (Col)! 


(2,400; 28-44-60) | 


will equal a} 


‘Green Valley’ Leads Big Grossers; ‘Ball of Fire’ Next; 


Last | 
(RKO) and ‘All| 





Ty. Power in ‘Fury’ and Doug. Jr., in ‘Bros.’ Also Strong 


Congested first run booking situation which has Orpheum, Kansas City, and Golden Gate, ’Frisco 
maintained since the turn of the year is easing in ‘Louisiana Purchase’ (Par) has completed most major 
some of the key cities with the result that strong engagements, and is set for strong subsequent business. 
| product, which has been held in reserve, finally is Other koldovers include “Man Who Came to Dinner 
getting its real test at the boxoffice. Meanwhile, two (WB), ‘They Died with Their Boots On’ (WB) and 
new films have had first showings, ‘King’s Row’ (WB), ‘Hellzapoppin’ (U) 
| which preemed Mon. (2) at the Astor, New York, and ‘Johnny Eager’ (M-G), which has yet to show on | 
lTyrone Power in ‘Son of Fury’ (20th), which has Broadway, is in second week in Baltimore, with good 
opened to extended runs in St. Louis, Boston, Phila- reports from Providence, Omaha, Indianapolis and 


delphia and at the Roxy on Broadway. 


These two are Portland. 


Another of the newer releases is ‘All Thru 


being penciled by circuit bookers as ‘big.’ 

After several weeks of staggered first runs, ‘Cor- 
sican Brothers’ (UA) has had its chance to demon- 
strate real strength. It is in upper brackets in Chi- 
cago, Seattle, Boston, Denver, and a creditable hold- 
over in Philadelphia. ‘Remember the Day’ (20th) 
lalso has brightened the calendar in ’Frisco, second 
week: Kansas City, Baltimore, Portland, with a hold- 
over in Jersey City. ‘Suspicion’ (RKO) is another 
that is eclipsing early estimates. It is holding a second 
week in two spots in Los Angeles, holding to extended 
\ first run in Pittsburgh, and doing well elsewhere. 
| Films of the front line show no loss in popularity. 
|These include ‘How Green Was My Valley’ (20th), 
' which continues extraordinary .extended engagements: 
| Chicago, third week; Detroit, fourth week; Pittsburgh, 
i fifth, and remaining, and Philadelphia, fifth. Also in 
this class of giant grossers is ‘Ball of Fire’ (Goldwyn- 
| RKO), which is holding for its sixth week at Keith’s, 
| Boston; Palace, Chicago: Albee, Providence, and 
Keith’ Washington, and in its fifth stanza at the 


the Night’ (WB), made to order for the Strand, on 
Broadway, and solid in Newark, Philadelphia and 
Indianapolis. ‘ 

‘Sullivan’s Travels’ (Par) kas had excellent open- 
ings in Detroit and Boston, aided by strong stage sup- 
port. Too early for accurate classification nationally. 

‘Joan of Paris’ (RKO) is being watched carefully 
by the trade as potential boxoffice, despite public 
unfamiliarity with its stars, Michele Morgan and Paul 
Henreid. Press notices good. 

There seems no limitation to draft of ‘Sergeant 
York.’ ‘Variety’ correspondent in Seattle wires it is 
doing big in second run, following an initial engage- 
ment of nine weeks. 

‘Paris Calling’ (U) finishes off a good week in De- 
troit. In the fair to good classification are ‘Bugle 
Sounds’ (M-G), ‘Joe Smith, American’ (M-G), 
‘Bahama Passage’ (Par). Last named did 
’Frisco and Denver, but only mild in Indianapolis. 
‘Shanghai Gesture’ (UA) touched 27G in two spots in 
Los Angeies. 


well in| 





and | ing 


| 
| 
i 
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‘Dinner’ Stout $31,500 for 2 Spots 
In L. A.; Gesture’ Ditto 276 on Racy 
Ads, ‘Suspicion 226 for Holdover 


Los Angeles, Feb. 3. 

‘The Man Who Came to Dinner’ is 
way out front in happy first-run biz 
for all houses, Warner starrer aime 
ing for a hefty total of $31,500 be- 
tween the Downtown and the Holly- 
wood. Holds at least one week, 
Trade is the same old story, with 
Friday to Sunday weekends present- 
ing the problem of exhibitors finding 
enough seats while only coasting on 
week Gays. 

Paced by racy ads, ‘Shanghai Ges- 
ture’ is catching an exceptionally 
strong play for $27,000 at the State 
and Chinese. ‘Look Who’s Laughing’ 
at the Paramcunt is garnering strong 
matinee and early night attention for 
a rugged $18,500, holding a second 
sesh. Pantages and Hillstreet is exe 
cellent on the second stanza of ‘Suse 
picion,’ with a $22.000 total. and De- 
anna Durbin in ‘It Started With Eve’ 
scheduled to come in for a minimum 
of two weeks. 

Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,516; 33- 
44-55-75)—‘Dumbo’ (RKO) (7th wk), 
Tapering slightly but in black with 
$3,000. Last week (6th), okay $3,- 
500. 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,034; 33- 


44-55-75)—‘Shanghai Gesture’ (UA) 
and ‘Perfect Snob’ (20th). Opening 
big for trim $11,000. Last week, 
‘Babes Broadway’ (M-G), grand 
$14,000. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 33-44-55) 
—Man to Dinner’ (WB). Heavy 


weekend play and aiming for terrifie 
$13,000. Last week, ‘Playmates’ 
(RKO) and ‘Bombay Clipper’ (U), 
$11,500, super’ 

Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900; 33-44- 


55—‘Vanishing Virginian’ ‘(M-G), 
Okay $4,800. Last week, ‘Pulham’ 
(M-G), closed five weeks with a 


light $2,600. 
Hawaii (G&S) (1.100; 33-44-55-75) 


—Kane’ (RKO) (16th wk). Good 
$3,600 and profit here, Last week, 
steady at $3,750. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 33-44-55) 


—Man to Dinner’ (WB). Capacity 
getaway Saturday and can easily hit 
stout $18,500. Last week, ‘Playmates’ 
(RKO) and ‘Bombay Clipper’ (U), 
profitable $10,000. ‘ 

Orpheum (B’way) (2,200; 33-44-55) 
—‘Cowboy Serenade’ (Rep), ‘Body 
Disappears’ (Col), and Henry Busse 


band with stage show. Fair $9,500 
the outlook. Last week, ‘Pardon 
Stripes’ (Rep), “Three Girls’ (Col), 


and vaude, thin $8,500. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 33-44-55)— 
‘Suspicion’ (RKO) (2d wk) and 
‘Never Give Sucker Break’ (U), 
Holding strong at $11,500. Last week, 
coupled with ‘Spitfire’s Baby’ (RKO), 
rousing $16,500. 

Paramount (Par) (3.595; 33-44-55) 
—TLook Laughing’ (RKO) and ‘Tor- 
pedo Boat’ (Par). Hitting socko 
$18,500. Last week, ‘Bahama Passage’ 
(Par) and ‘Pacific Blackout’ (Par), 
Dropped sharply after weekend and 
was yanked after six days of second 
session. Previews final two days 
helped tilt take to $12,000 

RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2,272: 33- 


44-55)—‘Suspicion’ (RKO) (2d wk) 
and ‘Never Give Sucker Break’ (U), 
Second stanza, profitable $10,500, 
First week, with ‘Spitfire’s Baby’ 
(RKO), big $14,000. 

State (Loew-F-WC) (2,204; 33-44- 


55-75) —Shanghai Gesture’ (UA) and 
‘Perfect Snob’ (20th). Heading for 
surprise $16,000. Last week, ‘Babes 
Broadway’ (M-G), smackin* $18,500, 

United Artists (UA-F-WZ) (2.100; 
33-44-55)—‘Babes Broadway’ (M-G), 
Continuing fast stride on moveover 








for hefty $6,600. Last week, ‘Green 
Valley’ (20th) (2d wk), and ‘Cor- 
sican Bros.’ (UA), terrific $9.700 
Vogue (Vogue) (920; 33-44-55)— 
‘Wolf Man’ (U) and ‘Mad Doctor of 
Market St.” (U) (2d wk). New first- 
run policy at this small-seater good 
$4,000. First week finished with sur- 
prising $5,500 for profit all around. 
Wilshire (F-WC) (2.296: 33-44-55) 
—‘Rabes Broadwav’ (M-G) Great 
$7,600. Last week. ‘Green Valley’ 
(20th) (2d wk) and ‘Corsican Bros.’ 
(UA), powerful magnet at $9,500. 
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tunes are, in top spots on the other 
side of listings: 

9. ‘Get Your Gun and Come 
Along’—Carson Robeson, 

14, ‘White Cliffs—Jimmy Dorsey. 

The jukebox operators here were 
singled out previously for praise for 
spotting in the No. 1 place on every 
player in Michigan, ‘Any Bonds Toe 
day,’ which was credited with bring- 
unusually heavy bond sales in 
the state. Treasury officials used 
the Michigan campaign as a pattern 
for setting up similar patriotic proje 
ects throughout the country 
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NEW YORK 


‘SOCKS THROUGH WITH A 
RECORD SATURDAY AND 

2 SUNDAY - AFTER SMASH-, 
ING EVERY WEEK-DAY 
OPENING MARK FOR 3 

YEARS! 


PHUADELPHIA 


SAME 3-YEAR WEEK-DAY 
RECORD SMASHED—SAME 
SENSATIONAL SATURDAY 
AND SUNDAY BUSINESS! 





Sf LOWS 
BIGGEST SUNDAY IN 
YEARS AND HEADED FOR 
THE BIGGEST WEEK IN 
YEARS — AFTER OPENING 
WITH “YANK” ZOOM! 


3] 





} Bosrow 


POWER’S POWER PROVED! 
BIGGEST OPENING SINCE 
“YANK IN THE R. A. F.” 
AND WEEK-END COMPAR- 








4 f  . TOPPING THE BIGGEST — 

AND THREATENING TQ 
TOPPLE THE RECORD. 
HOLDER! 
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BOOK ir ‘NOW « -~- ANP TAKE A / 
3-WEEK WINTER. VACATION; 








Wednesday, February 4, 1942 


Corsican Staunch $36,000 in 2 
Hub Spots; ‘Son of Fury Nice 20G = bya ig at acne 


+ the Denver and Aladdin, and ‘Man 


: Headquarters’ (Mono). Trim $2,200. 
“YORK’ WOWS MONT’L 


RIETY 


Lady’ (RKO) (2d wk), good 


PICTURE GROSSES 13 


‘Scandal’-J. Dorsey $37,000, Big Noise 
In Det.; ‘Paris Calling’-‘Story’ $18,000 


‘Sundown’ Oke $15,000, | 











Young 
8,000. 
Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
‘Wolf Man’ (U) and ‘Hayfoot’ (UA). 
Good $6,000. Last week, ‘Coifirm, 
Deny’ (20th) and ‘Sailors Leave’ | 
(Rep), nice $7,000. 


A 








Boston, Feb. 3. Last week, ‘Bedtime Story’ (Col), Detroit, Feb. 3. 





Another good week in prospect after Denver and Rialto weeks, and Despite cold weather x 
: . ses ing ‘ ’ ; s and automoe- 
here, with three houses running Cooper Starrer Giant $10,000—‘49th | Momolulu Lu’ (Col), good $2,000. P " eer 


B’klyn; ‘Dinner’ 13G in 3d 


bile plant layoffs during their con- 





about even for top honors—‘Corsican | Parallel’ Nice 8G 








Brothers’ at the Orpheum, ‘Son of 


Fury’ at the Met, and ‘All Money Can | 
Buv’ at the RKO-Boston, assisted by | 


a tair stage show. . 
‘Ball of Fire’ is still sock boxoffice 
on its fifth week at the Keith Me- 
morial and stays a sixth session. 
Estimates for This Week 


Boston (RKO) (3,200; 30-44-55-65) 
—‘All Money Can Buy’ (RKO) and 
stage show topped by Ray Kinney 
orchestra. Okay $18,000. Last week, 
‘Call Out Marines’ (RKO) and stage 
show starring Glen Gray orch and 
Connie Boswell, $20,200, good. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,373; 30-40-44-55) 
—'Kathleen’ (M-G) and ‘Kildare’s 
Victory’ (M-G). Flirting with nice 
$6,000. Last week, ‘Look Laughing’ 
(RKO) and ‘Down San Diego’ (M-G), 
okey $5,800. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2.900; 30- 
40-44-55) —‘Ball Fire’ (RKO) and 
‘Obliging Young Lady’ (RKO) (5th 
wk). Will tally sock $15,500 and 
stays a sixth week. Fourth week was 
a dandy %'6,500 for same duo. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 30-40- 
44-55)—‘Son Fury’ (20th) and ‘Right 
to Heart’ (20th). Heading for a 
healthv $20,000. Last week, ‘Sulli- 
van’s Travels’ (Par) and stage show 
topped by Pat O’Brien and Harry 
James’ band, $35,500, smash. 

Orpheum (Luew) (2.900: 30-40-44- 
55)—Corsican Bros.” (UA) = and 
‘Blondie College’ (Col). In_ the 
groove for around $20.000, big. Last 
week, ‘Two-Faced Woman’ (M-G) 
and ‘Co’¢essions Blackie’ (Col), eight 
days, $25.000, nifty. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,800; 30-40-44- 
55)—Kathleen’ (M-G) and ‘Kildare’s 
Victory’ (M-G). Okay $12.500. Last 
week, ‘Look Laughing’ (RKO) and 
‘Down San Diego’ (M-G), $12,000, 
very nice. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 30-40-44-55) 
—‘Corsican Bros.’ (UA) and ‘Blondie 
College’ (Col). Garnering a staunch 
$16,000. Last week, ‘“Two-Faced 
Woman’ (M-G) and ‘Confessions 
Blackie’ (Col), $18,000, socko. 

Translux (Translux) (900; 17-25- 
44)—‘Honolulu Lu’ (Col) and ‘Bor- 
rowed Hero’ (Mono). On the down- 





grade, around $3,000. Last week, 
‘Bombay Clipper’ (U) and ‘D. A. 


Carter Case’ (Rep), $3,800. 


‘Eager’ Strong $15,000 
In Prov.; ‘Hickok’ 106, 





‘Ball Fire’ $7,800 on 5th 


Providence, Feb. 3. 


‘Ball of Fire’ is smashing 


its fifth big week at RKO Albee} 
with big grosses all around currently. 
Loew’s Stete with ‘Johnny Eager, 
and ‘Wild Bill Hickok’ plus ‘In The 
Army Now’ at Majestic are up on 
top. Smaller Strand is doing nicely 
with ‘Sullivan’s Travels.’ 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (2,200: 28-39-50)— 


‘Ball Fire’ (RKO) 
(RKO) (5th wk). 


and 


$7,800 Knocked off standout $9,000 
in fourth session last week 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400: 28-39- 
50)—‘Two-Faced Woman’ (M-G) and 


‘Confessions Blackie’ 
(2d run). 


g00d $3,000. 


Boston 


Fay’s (Indie) (1,400: 
$7,000 
fect’ (20th) and vaude. good $6.500 
Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 28-39-50) 
‘In Armv Now’ (WB) ene ‘Wild Bill 
Hickok Rides’ 
with ‘Hickok’ 
$10,500. Last 
(20th) and 
Zowie $12.000 
_Metropolitan (Indie) 
~%)I—Count Berni 
1942 on stage and 
(Indie). 
SO $5,500. 


film the lure, 


‘We Go Fast’ (20th) 
(3,200: 
Vici’s 
‘Paper 


44-55 
Spices 


, State (Loew) (3,200: 28-39-50)— 
Johnny Eager’ (M-G) and ‘Cadets 
On Parade’ (Col). Fairly solid at| 
$15,000. Last week, ‘Two-Faced 
Woman’ (M-G) and ‘Confessions 
Blackie’ (Col), swell $16,500 in eight-| 
day run. 

Strand (Indie) (2,000; 28-39-50 )— 


‘Sullivan’s Travels’ (Par) and ‘Call 
Last 
P and 
Lady for Night’ (Rep), good $6,400. 


for Queen’ (Col). 


Neat $7,500. 
week, ‘Major 


Barbara’ (UA) 


Harry Ross In Miami 
Miami, Feb. 3. 


Harry Ross, of Ross Federal, is | 
“vere awaiting six district managers. | 


Convention 
week, 


will be held next 





along on| 


‘Date Falcon’ 
In the groove for 


(Col) 
Will finish up with fairly | 
Last week. ‘Green Val-} 
ley’ (20th) and ‘Perfect Snob’ (20th), | 
neat $4.000. on third downtown week. 
28-39-50 )— | 
‘Last Duanes’ (20th) and vaude. Nice! 
Last week, ‘Blue, White. Per- 


(WB). Looking snappy 
nifty 
week, ‘Swamp Water 


of 
Bullets’ 
Weakest in a long time, so- 

Last week, Orrin Tucker 
band plus ‘Miracle Kid’ (PRC), sock | 
$9,000 in three days, as current sesh. 


' $10,000 on this capacity, and holding 








Montreal, Feb. 3. 
Two big pix, ‘49th Parallel’ and 
‘Sergeant York,’ are getting top 
grosses currently, latter being above 
recent biz in town and sure to hold 
over. Only repeat is the Orpheum 
with ‘Corsican Bros.’ in sixth week. 
Estimates for This Week 


Palace (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62)— 
‘49th Parallel’ (Col). Nice $8,000. 
Last week (2d), ‘Keep Flying’ (U), 
gratifying $6,000. 


Capitol (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62)— 
‘Pulham’ (M-G) and ‘Weekend 
Three’ (RKO). Good $6,000. Last 


week, ‘Men in Life’ (Col) and ‘Sing 
Supper’ (Col), nice $6,000. 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 35-53-67)— 
‘Sergeant York’ (WB). Wowing the 
town, smash $10,000. Last week, 
‘Man to Dinner’ (WB) (2d wk), mild 


$5,000. 

Princess (CT) (2,300: 30-40-53)— 
‘Paris Calling’ (U) and ‘Don’t Get 
Personal’ (U). Good $4,500. Last 
week, ‘Swamp Water’ (20th) and 
‘Perfect Snob’ (WB), fair $3.000. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 30-40-60)— 
‘Corsican Bros.’ (UA) (6th wk). 
Fading to $2,000, after $2,500 last 
week. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,500: 30- 
40)—‘Cas de Conscience’ and ‘Avec 
le Sourire.’ Heading for good $4,000. 
Last week, ‘Tradition de Minuit’ and 
‘Prends la Route,’ disappointing 
$3,500. 


‘Remember’ Huge $8,000 
Port.; ‘Playmates’ $7,600 


Portland, Ore. Feb. 3. 
‘Johnny Eager’ and ‘Mr. and Mrs. 
North’ combo is bringing out the 
SRO signs at the United Artists this 
week, but ‘Remember the Day’ 
topping the town at the Paramount 
‘Corsican Brothers’ still holding 
well on its second sesh. Biz strong 
all over town. 
Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (2,000: 











1S 


35-40- 


| 50)—‘Corsican Bros.’ (UA) and ‘Hay 


Foot’ (UA) 
Last week, 
$11.000. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,- 
500: 35-40-50)—‘Two-Faced Woman’ 
(M-G). Moved over from UA for 
four days of a second week, okay 
$3,100. (House legit rest of week.) 
Last week. ‘Hellzapoppin’ (U) (3d 
wk). nice $4,500. 


(2d wk). 
same pair, 


Nice $5,500. 
booming 


Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,800; 35-40-50) —‘Playmates’ (RKO) 
and ‘Queen Murder Ring’ (Col). 
Good $7,600. Last week, ‘Men in| 


Life’ (Col) and ‘Night Jan. 16’ (Par), 
went only six days to fair $5,100. 


Paramount (H-E) (3,000: 35-40-50) 

‘Remember Day’ (20th) and ‘9 
Lives Not Enough’ (WB). Great $8.- 
000 Last week. ‘Suspicion’ (RKO) 
land ‘Perfect Snob’ (20th) (2d wk).| 
|only fair $4,900 on six days of second 
sesh 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 35- 
40-50)—‘Johnny Eager’ (M-G) and 
Mr. and Mrs. North’ (M-G). Strong 
$7,500. Last week ‘Two-Faced 


SNOW SLOWS DENVER | ‘Johnny Eager’ 


; out’ at the Omaha will be standout 


‘Bahama’ Standout at $10,000—‘Wolf 
Man’ and ‘Hayfoot’ 6G 
Denver, Feb. 3. 
clipped grcsses some but 

is overcoming 


Snow 
later influx of crowd: 


losses caused by this. ‘Bahama Pas- 
sage.” ‘Corsican Bros.’ and ‘Design 
for Scandal’ are running neck-’ 
neck with sock returns on each 
Best showing is be made | 
‘Bahama.’ single-featured it the 
smaller Denham, and holds over 
Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1.400; 25-40)—‘Re- 
member Dav’ (20th), after a week 
at Denver. Good $4,000. Last week 
‘Hellzapoppin’ (U), after Denver 


week, good $4,000. 
Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 
-——Ball Fire’ (RKO) and 
Young Lady’ (RKO), after two 
weeks at Orpheum. Nice _ $3,000. 
Last week, ‘One Foot Heaven’ (WB), 
after Paramount week, ditto. 
Denham (Cockrill) (1,750: 
40)—‘Bahama Passage’ (Par). 


25-35-40) 
‘Obliging 


25 


o 


2 
B 


Sie] 


5 
i 
” 


Purchase’ 
Black- 


over. Last week, ‘La. 
(Par) (4th wk) and ‘Pacific 
out’ (2d wk), elegant $8,000 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-40)— 
‘Corsican Bros.” (UA) and ‘Blondie 
College’ (Col): Good $10,000. 
week, ‘Remember Day’ (20th) 
‘Confessions Blackie’ (Col), 


and 
fine 


| $12,000. 


Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 


|_‘Chocolate Soldier’ (M-G) and 
‘Design Scandal’ (M-G). Nearly 
$10,000 satisfactory. Last week, 
‘Ball Fire’ (RKO) and ‘Obligh 1g 


up | 





| 55)—'‘Little 


Last ! 


| Last 


YORK SMASH 


$16,000, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Feb. 3. 
A powerful lineup of attractions, 
and even the return of cold and un- 
favorable weather can’t keep the 
patrons away. ‘Sergeant York,’ at 
slightly advanced prices, has the 
State at the head of the list. How- 
ever, the Orpheum’s combination of 
Les Brown band and acts plus ‘Sul- 
livan’s Travels’ is not far behind. 
Small-seater Century is doing well 
with ‘One Foot in Heaven,’ with a 
big campaign and gala opening. 
Estimates for This Week 


Aster (Par-Singer) (900: 17-28)— 
‘Date Falcon’ (RKO) and ‘South Ta- 





hiti’ (U). In for five days, good $1,- 
400. Last week, ‘Dressed to Kill’ 
(20th) and ‘Jail House Blues’ (U) 


split with ‘Riders Purple Sage’ (20th) 
and ‘Weekend Three’ (RKO), nice 
$1,800 in eight days. 

Century (P-S) (1,600; 28-39-44)— 
‘Foot in Heaven’ (WB). Heavily ad- 
vertised and had a Thursday night 
gala premiere, sending it off fast. 
Fine notices and big $7,500 likely. 
Last week, ‘Died Boots On’ (WB) 
(2d wk downtown), light $2,400 in 
six and half days after good first 
week at State. 

Gopher (P-S) (998; 28)—‘Tarzan’s 
Treasure’ (M-G). Good $3,500. Last 
week, ‘Wild Geese’ (20th), big $3,700. 

Orpheum (P-S) (2,800; 39-44-55)— 
‘Sullivan’s Travels’ (Par) and Les 
Brown orchestra and acts on stage 
Lots of strong entertainment. Man- 
ager Bill Sears for first time endorsed 


a band in newspaper ads. Despite 
tough opposition, will cop a good 


$13,000, especially noteworthy consid- 


ering band is comparatively un- 
known here. Last week, ‘Weekend 
Havana’ (20th) and Clyde McCoy 


band and acts on stage, very strong 
$16,500. 

State (P-S) (2,300; 40-44-55)—‘Sst. 
York’ (WB). Long and. eagerly 
awaited, with public appetite whetted 
by cumulative effects of glowing ad- 


vance reports, terrific $16,000, best 
picture attraction around here in 
months. Last week, ‘Little Foxes’ 


(RKO), disappointing $7,200. 
Uptown (Par) (1,100; 28-39)—‘Pul- 


|ham’ (M-G). First neighborhood 
showing. Good $2,600. Last week, 
‘Sun Valley’ (20th), fine $3,000 in 


first neighborhood showing. 
World (Par-Steffes) (350; 28-39-44- 
Foxes’ (RKO) (move- 


lover). Moved here from State, good 
$2,500 Last week, ‘Yank R.A.F.’ 
(20th) (3d wk), satisfactory $2,200 
after immense $16,500 on first fort- 
night 


“EAGER’ HEFTY $10,000 
- OMAHA; ‘HELLZ’ 736 1.0, 


Woman’ (M-G), disappointing $5,000 


Omaha, Feb. 3 
and ‘Pacific Black- 


in a week socked by President 
Roosevelt’s birthday ball, but gros: 
will be solid. Orpheum, with ‘Re- 
member the Day’ and ‘Body Disap- 
pears’ also is very tisfactory 
‘Hellzapoppin’ on its second week 
at the Paramount is still a smash 
yin-getter 


Estimates for This Week 


Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 10-30-44) 

“Johnny Eager (M-G) and ‘Pacific 
3lackout’ (Par). Big $10,000 L, 
veek ‘Hellzapoppin’ (U) ar 
‘Glamour Boy’ (Par), ell $9,700 

Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1.500; 10 
95-35-40 )—‘Died Boots On’ (WB) (2 


wk). Good $4,000. Last week, neat 


$6,300. 


Paramount (Tristates) (3,000; 10- 
30-44)—‘Hellzapoppin’ (U) (2d wk), 
plus ‘Glamour Boy’ (Par) (list wk). 


Sock $7,500. Last week, ‘Green Val- 
ley’ (20th) (3d wk) and ‘Unfinished 
Business’ (U), very good $8,100. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 11-30- 
44)—‘Remember Day’ (20th) and 
‘Body Disappears’ (WB). Fair 
$9,000 Last week  (20-40-50-65) 
Erskine Hawkins and Ink Spots 
stage with ‘Design Scandal’ (M-QG), 
giant $15,000. 

State (Goldberg) 
‘Skylark’ (Par) and 
ing’ (RKO) split with ‘Our Wives’ 
(Col), ‘Unexpected Uncle’ (RKO), 
‘Cockeyed Sailors’ (UA). Fair $900. 
week, ‘Birth Blues’ (Par) and 
President’ (Par) split with 
Partners’ (M-G) and ‘Night 
(Par), nearly $1,000 


on 


(900: 25-35) 


‘Look Laugh- 


‘Aldrich 
‘Unholy 
Jan. 16’ 





| 40) 


Brooklyn, Feb. 3 
Several holdovers doing nicely 
among deluxers, particularly the 
Fabian Paramount on third stanza 


of ‘Man to Dinner’ and ‘Secrets of | 


Lone Wolf.’ Fabian Fox’s second 

week of ‘Louisiana Purchase’ and 

‘Devil Pays Off’ also is strong. 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,274; 30-40-50-55) 
—Wake Up Screaming’ (20th) and 
‘Swamp Water’ (20th). Satisfactory 
$14,000. Last week, ‘Remember Day’ 
(20th) and ‘Confirm, Deny’ (20th) 
(2d wk), good $15,000. 

Fox (Fabian) (4,023; 30-40-50-55) 
—‘Louisiana Purchase’ (Par) and 
‘Devil Pays Off’ (Rep) (2d wk). Nice 
$13,000. Last week, same pair, 
magnificent $22,000. 

Met (Loew’s) (3,618; 30-40-50-55) 
—Sundown’ (UA) and ‘Kathleen’ 
(M-G). Okay $15,000. Last week, 
‘Pulham’ (M-G) and *‘Tarzan's 
Treasure’ (M-G), attractive $15,000. 

Paramount (Fabian) (4,126: 30-40- 
50-55)—‘Man to Dinner’ (WB) and 
‘Secrets Wolf’ (Col) (3d wk). 
Sturdy $13,000. Last week, same 
combo, hefty $16,500. 


Strand (WB) (2,800; 30-40-50-55) 
—Go West’ (Col) and stage show 
featuring Orrin Tucker’s band. Fair- 
ish $7,000 for four days. Last week, 
‘Public Enemies’ (Rep) and stage 
show with Martha Raye and Frankie 
Masters’ orchestra, booming $13,000 
for same period. 


‘Remember’ Neat $8,000 





L’ville; ‘Scandal’ Same 





Louisville, Feb. 3. 

‘Design for Scandal,’ at Loew's 
State, is at same pace as ‘Remember 
the Day,’ at the Rialto, as top money 
getters. ‘All Through the Night,’ 
singled at the Mary Anderson, 
shaping up nicely, while moveover 
of ‘Ball of Fire,’ at the Brown, is 
bringing in the shekels. 

Biz has been on the upbeat since 
Christmas. Plenty of coin is floating 
around, with big payrolls being dis- 
tributed by the various big defense 
plants. Film houses are important 
beneficiaries of the worker spending 

Estimates for This Week 


Brown (Fourth Avenue - Loew’s) 
(1,400; 15-30-40)—‘Ball Fire’ (RKO) 
and ‘District Attorney Carter 
(Rep). Sweet $4,000 on this move- 
over from Rialto. Last week, ‘Bugle 
Sounds’ (M-G) and ‘Intl. Lady’ (Col), 
slick $3,800 on moveover. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,200: 10-30- 
‘All Money Buy’ (RKO) 
‘Started With Eve’ (U). 


and 


Last week, ‘Look Laughing’ (RKO) 
and ‘Small Town Deb’ (20th), sat 
| factory $1,400 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3.300: 15 
30-40 )—‘Design Scandal’ (M-G) and 
‘Queen Murder Ring’ (Col). Biz at 
this house has been on the upbeat 
ever since Christmas Excellent 
$8,000. Last week, “Tarzan’s Tre 
ure’ (M-G) and ‘Belong to Me’ (Col) 


dandy $9,000. 
Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000: 15 


30-40 )—Through Night’ (WB). Step- 
| ping along at a brisk clip as a single 
ine $4,500. Last week. ‘In Army 


Fr 
Now’ (WB), medium $2,800. 


Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (1.000; 15- 
30-40 )—‘Remember Day’ (20th) and 
‘Right to Heart’ (20th). Claudette 
Colbert’s name making good marquee 
iressing Neat $8.000. Last week 
‘Pall of Fire’ RKO) and ‘Att f 
Carter Case’ (Rep), swell $11,000, ar 

veove 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400 
30-40 ) Pacific Blackout’ (Par) and 
Young America’ (20th) plu Mai } 

Time. Medium $3,000. Last week 
‘Gentleman at Heart’ (20th) 
‘Obliging Young L (RKO), light 

ht $2,500 





“War Songs 


______(Coniinued from pase l= 
i ieee 


| 
| 





followers will drift away from them. 
What encouragement the publishers 
do get is from such melody special- 
ists as Guy Lombardo, Sammy Kaye 
and Blue Barron, 

The older line among these pub- 
lishers recall the advantage that the 
music business enjoyed in the previ- 
ous world war when it came to get 
ting exploitation for a war tune. 
They didn’t have to depend on dance 
bands but rather on _ vaudeville 
singers who as a ciass prided them- 
selves as being close to the temper of 
the time and were quick to respond 


to songs that reflected the current 
thoughts and feelings of the people 


Case’ | 


Okay $1,500. | 


version into munitions factories, this 
city continues to pace along above 
It’s been helped by the 
spotting in of bands. 

The big noise this week is ‘Design 
| for Scandal,’ coupled with the Jimmy 
| Dorsey band, soaring to major fig- 
ures. Last band visit here broke the 
house record, and this is zooming, 
too, for the Michigan. Fox will be 
| above normal with its ‘Paris Calling’ 
| and ‘Bedtime Story,’ with everything 
| else downtown holdover but healthy. 
Estimates for This Week 


Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 40-55-65) 
—‘Green Valley’ (20th) (4th wk) and 
‘Melody Lane’ (U). Former moved 
over after three huge weeks at the 
Fox and still pulling a strong $8,500. 
Last week, ‘40,000 Horsemen’ (Indie) 
(2d wk) and ‘Sealed Lips’ (U), nice 
$6,500. 


Fex (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 40-55- 
65)—‘Paris Calling’ (U) and ‘Bed- 
time Story’ (Col). Trim $18,000. Last 
week, ‘Green Valley’ (20th) and 
‘Gentleman at Heart’ (20th) (3d wk), 
first triple stretch for this house in 
13 years, still sock at $21,000, and 
$77,000 total in three weeks. 


Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
40-55-65 )-—“Design Scandal’ (M-G) 
and Jimmy Dorsey band on stage. 
Shooting high towards a smash $37,- 
000. Last week, ‘Little Foxes’ (RKO) 
and ‘In Army Now’ (WB), satisfac- 
tory $17,000. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) (3,- 
000; 40-55-65 )—‘Little Foxes’ (RKO) 
and ‘In Army Now’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Pair moved over from Michigan, 
choice $10,000. Last week, ‘Sulli- 
van’s Travels’ (Par) (2d wk) and 
‘Babes Broadway’ (M-G) (4th wk), 
nice $8,000. 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2.000; 40-55-65) —“Two Faced Wom- 
an’ (M-G) and ‘Kildare’s Victory’ 
(M-G) (2d wk). Fair $7,500, after 
strong $11,500 last week. 


average. 








*| Seattle Loaded Up With 


—Holdovers: J.aughing’ 


Big $11,000, Pacemaker 


Seattle, Feb. 3. 

Biz must be good, because exhibs 
j}are not letting go of the big ones. 
| So this another week for hold- 
|} overs. ‘Corsican Bros.’ is at Jensen- 
von Herberg’s Liberty for an okay 
fourth stanza. ‘Louisiana Purchase’ 

on its fifth week at the Music Box. 
| ‘They Died With Their Boots On’ is 
till big at Orpheum on its 
‘Look Who’s Laughing’ is town’s 


1 


bet at the Paramount 
Estimates for This Week 





is 


holdover 


best 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(800: 30-40-58 )—‘Remember Day’ 
(20th) and ‘Gentleman at Heart’ 
(20th) (2d wk).. Moveover from 
Fifth. Bie $3,600 Last week. ‘Sus- 
nicion’ (RKO) and ‘Unexpected Une 
cle’ (RKO) (2d wk), nifty $3.500 

Coliseum (H-E) (1.900: 22-40)— 
‘Sundown’ (UA) and ‘Chocalate Sol- 
dier’ (M-G) (2d run). Trim $3500. 
Last week. ‘Started With Eve’ (U) 
and ‘Intl. Squadron’ (WB) (2d run), 
1ice $3,400. 

Fifth Avenue (H-F) (2.349: 30-40- 
58)-——Pulham’ (M-G) and ‘Yank 
Burma Road’ (M-G) Swell $9.200, 
after superb advance campaign. Last 
week. ‘Remember Day’ (20th) and 
Gentleman at Heart’ (20th), big 
$8.400 

Liberty (J-vH) (1.650; 30-40-5 
Corsican Bro (UA) i VIiss 

lv’ (UWA) (th wk). G i $4500 
Last week, this duo got a big $6.600. 

Music Box (H-E) (850: 30-40-58 
I Purchase’ (Par) (5th wk). Big 
$3,300. Last week, same pix, $4.100, 

sll 

Orpheum (H-E) (2.600: 30-40-58 
Died With Boots’ WB) (2d wk). 
Very good $6,500. Last week ne 
yicture, immense $11,700. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1.350: 23-35- 
50-58)—‘Last Duanes’ (20th) and 
‘Steel Against Sky’ (WB), plus 
vaude Neat $7.000. Last week, 
‘Road to Happiness’ (Mono) and 


vaude, slow $5.800. 
Paramount (H-F) 
-‘Look Laughing’ (RKO) and ‘Gay 
Falcon’ (RKO). Wonderful $11,000. 
Last week, ‘Swamp Fever’ (20th) and 


(3.039; 30-40-58) 


‘Glamour Boy’ (Par) (2d wk), fair 
5.100. 
Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 23-40)— 


‘Sergeant York’ (WB) (2d run). After 
nine big weeks at Orpheum, looks 
like $3,800, fine. Last week, ‘Femi- 
nine Touch’ (M-G) and ‘Rise; Shine’ 
(20th), $3,300, excellent. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 20- 
30)—'Unfinished Business’ (U) and 
‘Badlands Dakota’ (U) (2d run). 
Good $2,900. Last week, ‘Honky 
Tonk’ M-G) and ‘Father Takes 
Wife’ (RKO) (2d run), big $3,400. 
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i The Donald Duck U. S. 
Treasury Department pic- 
ture, which every exhibi- 
tor in America wili be 
Hy | proud to play, and which 
i will help gross billions of > 
at dollars for Uncle Sam. — 
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Distributed under the aus- 
pices of the War Activities 
Committee, Motion Picture 
Industry, by National 
Screen Service, Herman 
Robbins, President. 
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London Legit Grossing $250,000 
Weekly, Best Business in Years 





London, Jan. 9. 

Legit biz in London’s West End is 
grossing best figures in years, even 
better that the prosperous pre-war 
days. It is estimated that the 22 
houses are grossing a hefty $250,000 | 
per week. 

In the old days summer was al- 
ways troublesome. But war has 
changed all that, with best time be- 
ing the spring and summer. 

There are many reasons why show 
biz is cleaning up, main ones being 
(1) plentiful supply of money (2) 
Russia’s success and (3) America’s 
entry into the world tussle, the lat- 
ter two, of course, particularly boost- 
ing the spirits of potential theatre- 
goers. 

Busiest is Tom Arnold, mainly 
known for his annual pantomines 
and provincial revues. Has new Ivor 
Novello show and ‘Blossom Time,’ 
operetta starring Richard Tauber. 
Both are packing ’em in on tour, 
with Arnold anxious to bring them 
to the West End. He also has just 
signatured Hermione Baddeley and 
Hermione Gingold for new revue 
destined for West End besides having 
interest in new Jack Hulbert-Cicely 
Courtneidge-Lee Ephraim musical by 
Archie Menzies and Arthur Macrae, 
who wrote their previous success 
‘Under Your Hat.’ 

Charles B. Cochran has been in the 
background for sometime, but he 
looks as if he’ll soon launch out in a 


big way. His lineup is new revue 
starring Bea Lillie, another 
titled ‘Cock-A-Doodle-Do,’ which 


comes from his latest book, and 
‘Cochran’s Cavalcade,’ in conjunction 
with Jack Hylton. Hylton is pretty 
busy, too, for besides having three 
shows in the West End, he is framing 
two more in DuBarry Was A Lady,’ 
and new revue starring Arthur 
Askey. 
Tennent Heads List 


H. M. Tennent, Ltd., heading list 
of West End managers, with five 
shows in a row, has a couple of more. 
One is revival of Shaw’s ‘Doctor’s 
Dilemma,’ which has been turning 
them away in the sticks with Vivien 
Leigh as the star, and ‘Watch on the 
Rhine,’ starring Diana Wynyard and 
Anton Walbrook. Former goes to 
Haymarket theatre, replacing ‘No 
Time For Comedy,’ sometime in 





March, when it will have run a full 
year. 
, Py | 
O’Bryen, Linnet & Dunfee, who 


have three in the West End, are look- 
ing for spot in which to bring Leslie | 
Banks in ‘Good Night Children’ from 
the sticks. Firth Shephard, with two 
musicals and ‘The Man Who Came | 
To Dinner’ all moneymakers, has no 
immediate plans, but is very much 
on the lookout for new plays, and 
his scouts have orders to grab any 
Broadway hit. 

George Black is calling it a day 
with two hit revues, and his next 
venture is likely to be straight play, 


which is adaptation from James 
Hadley Chase’s best-seller, ‘No 
Orchids For Miss Blandish,’ which 


will have its work cut out to get by | 


the Lord Chamberlain. 

Harry Foster is keeping mum, but 
it’s understood he has English rights 
to ‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ which he 
will do probably with Tom Arnold. 

Of the minor happenings are new 
show at the St. Martin’s 
leased by 10%-er Bernard Delfont; 
revival of Anglo-Russian Opera and 
Ballet at the Adelphi by Jay Pom- | 
eroy; new revue sponsored by Jack 
Shenbourne, who has a couple vaude- 
ville spots in the sticks, and adap- 
tation by Ronald Frankau of John 
Paddy Carstairs’ book, ‘Vinegar and 
Brown Paper,’ all about the inside 
on the Dorchester gals, for which 
Eddie Horan is writing the musical 
score, with Diana Ward, American | 
angeling. 

Biggest difficulty is going to be | 
getting theatres and cast, especially 
as they are calling them up to 42’s. 
(Estimated Grosses, at Rate of $4| 

to the £) 

Anglo-Polish Ballet, St .James’s (3d 
week). Revival would be doing 
much better, but for fact that they 
are all old numbers. At $4,000 it is 
still making profit. 

‘Babes In The Woods,’ Stoll, (3d 
week). In the big money, with 
around $20,000. Can stay for quite 
a while at that pace. 

‘Black Vanities,’ Victoria Palace 
(36th week). There has been some 
internal bickering here which has 
not helped show. It has made steady 


| still in the money 


| grade from very 
| tered plenty censorial troubles, which 
| probably 


theatre, | 
| grosses 


; CeSS. 





Profits and could stay if it were not 
for some of the cast. However, it’ ai 
folding in two weeks, being replaced | 


by new ‘Me and My Gal,’ starring 
Lupino Lane, who is also presenting, 
‘Blithe Spirit,’ Piccadilly (26th 
week). Show has been consistent 
moneymaker from the the start. Has 
often touched $8,000, which is capa- 
city. Now around $7,200, and looks 
good for entire summer, Manage- 
ment so confident it will run through 
the year that it is recruiting new 
company for touring show. Had in- 
tended to tour original company. 


‘Fun & Games,’ Prince’s (36th 
week). Definitely in the hit class, 
with grosses often exceeding $12,000. 
Has dropped nearer $9,200. As entire 
cast of principals on percentage, 
show can go along at this rate for 
months. 


‘Gangway,’ Palladium (5th week). 
Has been doing capacity since open- 
ing, though hitting pre-Christmas 
low. Steady $24,000 per week, practi- 
cally capacity, with also hefty ad- 
vance sale. Looks set for year’s 
run, 

‘Jack & The Beanstalk,’ Coliseum 
(3rd week). Packing ’em in at well 
over $20,000, with all concerned very 
happy. Entire cast signed for nine 
weeks’ run, and looks like staying 
‘til Easter. 


‘Jack & Jill’, Palace (3d week). 
Jack Hylton’s first venture into pan- 
tomime is proving very profitable. 
House jammed daily, with very few 
seats left at nights. Doing steady 
$19,000, plenty gravy for English 
maestro as well as Arthur Askey, 
who is on percentage. Will stay ’til 
March, then goes on road. Could 
stay longer, but theatre is wanted 
for either new Cochran revue or 
Hulbert-Courtneidge show. Both of 
latter claim to have theatre. 


‘Get A Load Of This’, Hippodrome 
(8th week). Despite lack of unani- 
mity by newspaper critics, show is 
doing capacity at $20,000 per week, 
and is booked well ahead. Looks 
set for year’s run. 

‘Lady Behave’, His Majesty’s (3lst| 
week). Has grossed as high as 
$16,000, but now nearer $12,000, still 
very good for several more months, 
as most of the leads are on per- 
centage. 

‘Love In A Mist’, 
week), Rather disappointing at 
around $3,600. But as overhead not 
too heavy it’s managing to make 
ends meet. 

‘No Time For Comedy’, 
ket (43rd week). 


St. Martin’s (8th 


Haymar- | 
Has made plenty | 
of money for promoters, and with 
author S. N. Behrman contributing | 
best part of his profits to Red Cross, | 
it's likely that Fund has gained | 
around $25,000. Show has _ often 
struck well over $7,000 per week. 





Now nearer $5,500. Is intended to} 
stay ’til middle of March, which, by | 
then, will have giyen ‘No Time’ a 
years run. | 
‘Quiet Weekend’, Wyndham’s (2lst 
week). Not as successful ‘Quiet 
Wedding’, author’s first of series, but 
at around $5,600. 
Overhead pretty low, and this intake 
is giving a good profit. Show likely 
to stay for several more months. 
‘Rise Above It’, Comedy (28th 
week ). Sophisticated revue made the 
first. Has encoun- 


as 





helped some on publicity. 
Theatre folded six weeks ago to} 
stage new edition, which is just as | 
clickeroo as first. Duplicating earlier 
at over $5,000, plenty siafpcas a- | 
ble; at this gait good for ent 
mer’s run. 

‘Old Acquaintance’, 
week). Opened 
ally building; 
run. At just 
of the red. 

‘Other People’s Houses’, 
sadors’ (10th week). 
business, with every 
Overhead not 
just under $4,000, 
break. 

‘Peter Pan’, Adelphi 
This hearty annual revival still as 
popular as ever. First time this is 
being presented by Jack Hylton, who 
has leased it from Daniel Mayers, 
Ltd., permanent owner. Hylton’s 
lease is for five years. Has been do- 
ing steady $11,000, plenty gravy. Re- 
vival is generally for five to six 
weeks, This one about same, as it’s 
closing end of month, to be replaced 
by Jay Pomeroy’s Russian Opera 
and Ballet revival. 

Sadler’s Wells Ballet, 
week). Despit2 third revival, still 
doing capacity business. Only in} 
for five weeks, and doing over $7,000 | 
}per. Could stay much longer, but} 
provincial commitments a factor. Re- | 


ire sum- 


Apollo (3d 
slowly, but gradu- | 
now looks like lengthy 
under $5,000 is well out 


Ambas- 
Opened to fair | 
chance of suc- 
too big. Doing 
more than even 


(3d week). 


New (3d 





| big way 
|of the Cine Iris, 


turning around Easter for lengthier 
run. 

‘Man Who Came To Dinner’, Savoy 
(6th week). Surprising how Lon- 


londers took to this sophisticated 
Broadway hit. But undoubtedly a 
hit. Touching capacity at over 


$8,000, with extra matinee introduced 
to accommodate demand. Looks good 
for year’s run. 

‘The Morning Star’, Globe (5th 
has rung bell again. Doing steady 
$8,000, good for many months. 

‘Up & Doing’, Saville (2d year). 
Has made barrel of coin for Firth 
Shephard and cast, which is mostly 
on percentage. Now doing around 
$9,000, still good, although nowhere 
near its prime days. 

‘Warn That Man’, Garrick (3d 
week). House doing very badly in 
recent years. But this one looks like 
it’s giving it good break. Chalking 
up $6,400 with very little ovehead. 
With Gordon Harker, Basil Radford 
and Judy Kelly, the three leads, on 
percentage, it looks good for months. 


TRAMP COMIC 
AS TOP B.0. 
IN MEXICO 


‘Cantinflas’ (Mario Moreno), tramp 
comic, acting here but five years, has 
achieved the distinction of being 
Mexico’s top boxoffice player both 
on stage and screen. He is cur- 
rently heading the clicky revue at 
the Follies Bergeres and is under 


long-term contract to Posa Films, S. 
A., head of which is Santiago Reachi. 
Latter is brother of Ramon Reachi, 
producer of Follies show. 
‘Cantinflas’ pic, ‘E] Gendarme Des- 
conocido’ (‘The Befuddled Cop’), was 
the head grosser in first and second 














Buenos Aires Film Critics Select 
Voyage, Kane’ as Best US. Pix 





HUGH McINTOSH, AUSSIE | 


week). Author-actor Emlyn Williams | 


PROMOTER, EXHIB, DIES 


London, Feb. 3. 
Hugh McIntosh, 65, former Aus- 
tralian theatre man and sports pro- 
moter, died here yesterday (2), fol-| 
lowing a major operation. 








McIntosh was known throughout 
the world for his activity in sports, 
newspaper and theatre business. He 
became the first fight promoter in 
Sydney, Australia, and brought many 
big bouts to that country. McIntosh 
constructed a 20,000-seat stadium at 
Sydney. His outstanding fight was 
the Tommy Burns-Jack Johnson 
bout, which gave Johnson the heavy- 
weight title. 

Following years as a promoter, he 
went into theatre business, buying 
the Tivoli circuit in Australia, and 
installing vaudeville. 

He next tried his hand at the 
newspaper business, owning and 
operating the Sydney Times. His 
film critic was Wilson Hicks, now 
an executive editor of Life maga- 
zine. Leaving Australia, McIntosh 
bought the country home of Lord 
Kitchener near London. He success- 
fully launched ‘Milk Bars’ in Eng- 
land. 





Bud Flanagan Defers 
To Allen, Nixes Show 


London, Jan. 9. 
Bud Flanagan, partner of Chesney 
Allen, has turned down an offer from 
Jack Hylton to do the Bert Lahr 
role in ‘DuBarry Was a Lady.’ He 
refused the part because there was 


runs here in 1941. Only exact figures | no spot in the show for Allen. 


on the film—it’s still running and cash | 


Flanagan and Allen have mean- 


data is not yet complete—is that it| time been signed for a three-picture 


broke all boxoffice records during its | 


three-week debut at the select Cine | American Films. 


Teatro Alameda here—150,000 pesos | 
($32,000 U.S.), of which 64,009 pesos 
were garnered in the first week. Fol- 
owing was ‘Cuando los Hijos se Van’ 
(‘When the Children Go’), which did 


fairly well here but was really smash | 


boxoffice 
‘Ay, 


in the provinces. Third 
winner of the year was 
Tiempos, Senor Don Simon’ 
Were the Days, Don Simon’), star- 
ring Mapy Cortes, the Argentinian 
Comedienne, and Arturo de Cordoba, 
now working in Hollywood for RKO. 


These three were the only ones of 
the 40 Mexican pix last year that 
copped important coin. 








‘Mex Film Producers See 


Argentine Reciprocation 
On Distrib a Step Nearer 


Mexico Cit 

Argentina Sono Film and Lumi- 
ton, two of the Argentine’s biggest 
pic producers, started off 1942 in a 
in Mexico with the signing 
frontline local cin- 
ema, as their Mexican show 
Understood that 
firms will, exhibit 


y, Feb. 3. 


both Argentinian 
around 24 pix in 


Mexico this year Iris, named for 
Esperanza Iris, veteran comedienne, 
who owns it, wa a tage tneatre 
before it went cinema in 193: I 
managed by Fernando Garcia, who 
also operates three big nabe 

Both Argentinians have established 
an exchange here, Continental Film 
S.A., managed by Luis Boulinie 
with Guillermo Haza as sales chief. 
This action by the Argentinians has 
encouraged Mexican producers who 
see the way clearer for them to get 
farther ahead in the Argentine. | 
There’s now talk of Mexican pro-} 
ducers consolidating for the estab-| 


lishment of an exchange in Buenos! 
Aires, proposition that is expected | 
to materialize before the end of this 
winter. 

Current annual exhibition ratio of 
pix of these two republics runs 
about 25 Argentinians in Mexico and | 
two Mexicans in the Argentine. Ar- 
gentinians always get first-run in 
Mexico, but Mexicans usually draw | 
only second-run down south. Argen- 
tinian pix now pay only $8 (Mex) 
($2 U.S.) the kilogram (2% pounds) 
duties in Mexico, while the Argen- 


tine nicks Mexican films $50 (Ar- 
gentinian) (about $12.50 U.S.) per 
kilogram j 


Que | 
(‘Those | 


window. | 


with Lou Jackson’s Anglo- 
Production rolls 
|in March umder the direction of John 
|Baxter, who is also writing the 
| script. 


| deal 











~ Spyros Skouras | 


Continued from page 2; 





sible, for laborer-cleaner work on 


the mighty flying ships. 


The ‘hangover’ from New 
Eve came to light Monday (2) when 
United Air Lines sent a thank-you- 
kind-sir note to Spyros Skouras, at 
his West 56th street offices, express- 
ing its thoughts on the theatre mag- 


nate’s generosity. It seems that on 
New Year’s Eve, 20 minutes before 
11941 finally gave up, the UAL Main- 
liner in which Skouras was east- 
bound sat down in Omaha for a 
brief rest. The theatre man prompt- 
ly dashed to a nearby shop and 


bought champagne for his nine 
low passengers so that there wi 
be a little something with which to 


Year’s | 


fel- | 
yuld | 


Buenos Aires, Jan. 27. 
Buenos Aires critics from dailies, 
mags and radio tied in picking best 

S. pict of °41, voting equally for 
he Long Voyage Home’ (UA) and 
Rane Kane’ (RKO), 

Aside from the division, vote was 
| practicall y unanimous, with only one 
| ballot apiece for three others: ‘They 
Knew What They Wanted’ (RKO), 
‘Major Barbara’ (UA) and ‘Kitty 
Foyle’ (RKO). 

Balloting on Argentina-mades was 
far more divided. ‘Los Martes Or- 
quideas’ (‘Tuesday, Orchids’) (Lumi- 
ton) was top with 11 votes. Com- 
edy, which introduced the Lezrand 
twins to Latin audiences, is current- 
ly being readied for U. S. showing 
with English sub-titles, as is one of 
the two second places, ‘Historia 
de Una Noche’ (‘History of a Night’) 
(Sono). Other second placer was 
‘El Cura Gaucho’ (‘Gaucho Priest’) 
(Pampa). One vote each went to 
‘Yo Quiero Morir Contigo’ (‘I Want 
to Die With You’) (Pampa) and ‘El 
Mejor Papa del Mundo’ (‘Best Father 
in the World.). 

Not one totalitarian-made pict re- 
ceived a single vote. 

Poll was conducted by Chas. de 
Cruz, radio commentator and local 
film trade editor. Recently-formed 
Argentine Academy of Motion Pic- 
ture Arts and Sciences, in which 
critics have a leading part, is short- 
ly to make its own selection of the 


a 


ing ‘ombus’ (a miniature of the 
famed Argentine pampa shade tree) 
in place of Oscars. 


1) PIX SEEN BY 
MEXICO FOR °42 








Mexico City, Feb. 3. 
Picture production got off to a big 
| Start in Mexico in 1942 with the 
| completion by local studios of 10 





for any one month in several years. 

Six pix are skedded to be finished 
this month and the program for the 
ns other 10 months of this year calls 
| for six to eight a month. This indi- 
cates that estimates of the producers 
late in 1941 that 50 pix would be 
| produced this year was too conserva- 


s | films in January, the highest output 


tive and that the actual number may | 


go as high as 70, 
Producing end 

more optimistic 

financial aid 


of picture biz 

considering the 
President Manuel 
Avila Camacho has promised it, plus 
bigger distribution in the U.S. and 
leading Latin American countries as 
a result of the all-out, all-American 
get-together at the foreign ministers’ 
meet in Rio de Janeiro. 


Foreign Performers 
Must Now Pay Taxes 
On Their Mex Income 


i 
| 


toast 1942 and victorious American 
armies aboard the plane. Incident 
only came to light, officially, when 
the ship’s stewardess’ report was be- 
ing checked. 
Shots Taken For Raft Film | 
Yesterday (3) -Universal had aj} 
camera crew at the Airport-on-the- 


Parkway under the direction of 


as- 


sistant director Frank Shaw, making 
stuff and such for insert in George 
taft’s new film, ‘Broad 

Jock Whitney was off. on an Amer- 
ican Airliner for Washingt Mon- 
day (2) to do some work on the mo- 
tion picture section of the Rocke- 
feller Committee, of which he a 
member. 

James Melton, just back from the 
Birthday Ball, flew off again Tues- 
day (3) for Jacksonville aboard an 
Eastern Airliner. 

Other ramblings of the week, 


aside from the exodus to Washing 
iton, when practically half of Broad- 


|; way—it seemed to the ticket takers | 


—fiew to the Birthday Ball, included 


the arrival of Phyllis Brooks aboard | 
/an American Airliner from Wash- 


ington on a USO tour of the east; 
Jack Oakie, off on an E. A. L. 
verliner for a Florida rest; 
Fields, in from Los Angeles, looking 
tired, via the American 
route; Jean Hersholt, 

Chico Marx bounded in 
break-in at Elko, Nevada, 
and to say he 
to corral 


band’s 
was ‘okay, kid, okay,’ 
is now sitting up nights 
metropolitan bookings. 


Sil- | 
Betty | 


Airline | 
in from L. A. | 
|the United Air Line way. | 
on aj} 
United ship to report that ris new | 


Mexico City, Feb. 3. 
Show folk who enter Mexico to 
work are now subject to the Mexie- 
can income tax, under recent amend- 
ments to the law Measure demands 
tha E soon ; these entertainers 
complete their Mexican engagements 
they must declare their earnings in 

Mexico to the Ministry of Finance 
Visiting entertainers will not be 
lowed to leave Mexico until the law 


New law holds 
and employers 


s complied with en- 
tertainers’ agents 
strictly responsible. 

Mexican income tax starts with 
monthly incomes of $167 (Mex.) 
($35 U. S.) and has very few exemp- 


Gould’s Trek 


Walter Gould, foreign manager for 
United Artists, expects to leave 
New Yerk around Feb. 15 for a tour 
of South America. He'll travel by 
air, heading direct for Rio and then 
going to Buenos Aires, with a nume- 
ber of other stops also on the itiner- 
ary. 

Gould had been planning to make 
the tour last fall, but it was delayed 
by impending switches in United 
; Artists management. 
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xpected Blackout of Bway Signs, 


As Power Saver, to Cost Millions =: ».: 





+ 


. ; 7 : he > 
Dimming of tungst 1 the Time 


juare sector, 


led to become 


on Film 
Hoffberg have 


Pro and Con 


J. D. Trop and J. H. 


scheau 


the end of 1942 


fect . nefor 

a < or ing plans because organized a company to produce in 

1der power ra.lioning Ppials US * : : , 
wre industry reauirements, will | the east 26 shorts a year covering 
war industry requirements, vi both sides of popular controversial 

t electric light advertising to tne : mi k. ae danaeiey auameel 

, it RS ar illion dollars SUbJeCtS. Trop was formerly genera! 

nme of a coup:e OF milion Oliars 


year. Federal Power Commission 
ficials indicate that New York will 
among first cities to be affected 
7 power rationing, proposed black- 
it of Broadway darkening electric | 
illetin boards, theatre marques and 
1imated hoofing displays would 
rtually eliminate outdoor adver- 
sing along Broadway. 
Among signs which would be af- 
ected under power rationing pro-| 
xsals would be Camel, Maxwell 
ouse Coffee, Chevrolet, Coca-Cola | 
id Wrigley’s, latter the biggest} 


the Harry Sherman unit which 
makes the Hopalong Cassidy west- 
erns for Paramount. Hoffberg is an 
indie distrib. 

New outfit is known as Trop’s Pro 
& Con, Inc. 


Det. Nabe Sets Things 
Right for Blackouts 
As Well as Buggies 





ectric sign in the world, measuring | 
0 by 75 feet, containing around} 


; i troit, Feb. 3. 
000 bulbs, and costing the adver- _ iateitinn rn esi ugar 
ser $180,000 yearly rental. Rentals — oe go tee J 
r electric signs in the Times Square mence Dy Deing the ir vo 
eq from 42nd to 49th street vary theatre manager to take advan- 
na $3.500 to $15,000 monthly. ‘tage of the automobile bans by put- 
evenue derived from this source ting hitching posts in front of his 
; building proprietors is estimated house. Joe LaRose is at it again. 
om $250,000 to $500,000 annually. 


| addition, close to $100,000 an- special radium paint around the 8 by 


: - Paar fr 10 still frames in front of his house. 
lally is paid electricians for servic- The idea is that during blackouts 
g the signs. F he people in the streets will have 
The light blitz will affect theatre , directional guide into the theatre 
‘osses, though no advance estimates lobby. which has been dubbed by 
‘e available. Daylight saving time air raid wardens as a safe shelter. 


counted upon to offset decline tory of his installation of hitch- 
some extent. = ing posts on the theory that the 
Federa] Power Commission of- 


tire and automobile ban would turn 
vials say a power shortage of sev- the public back to the horse and 
al million kilowatts is expected in pugey was picked up widely from 
42. There is no power shortage ‘variety’ by newspapers throughout 
N. Y. but nearby territories where the country. Among the clippings 
ar production is in high, such as ' mailed in to LaRose on the reprints 
ttsburgh, Cleveland, Detroit and | of the item was a front page cartoon 
uffalo, will be getting power from strip from a Boston newspaper based 
ich comparatively less active dis- on the story. It also was aired over 
icts as New York. several stations. 


fe SCHLAIFER TO GOLDWY 
FOR FILM EXPLOITATION 


Chi Uprights on Way Out? 
Chicago, Feb. 3. 

Indications are that the day of the 
wright electricals in front cf the- 
res is over. Not only have they 
come dated, but the war has made 
eir operation impractical, and, in 
me spots, illegal. 
Since they are made of steel and 
irn up a lot of electric juice, there 
a two-fold reason for junking 
em. City officials are readying to 
tt through an order which would 
ep the uprights dark because they 
op up too much power. 
And many showmen are offering 
give them to the Government for 


: nent f Michele Morgan, Henried 
nversion into armament. t is fig- * 
ed that several thousand to 6 Wind Up NY. Press-fests 





lling in show business was last 
eek reported being reduced. On 


e Coast all electric illumination 
billboards has already been dis- 
mtinued. 


San Francisco, Feb. 3. 
Charles Schlaifer, who headed ex- 
ploitation at the United Artists here 
until the house changed hands re- 
cently, left for New York Thursday 


Samuel Goldwyn productions. 

Schlaifer had been summoned 
Hollywood on _ various occasions 
while still with the theatre here to 
work on national campaigns for 
Goldwyn, James Roosevelt, Walter 
Wanger and others. 


to 





nc 
e highest type scrap metal could 
made available by the uprights in 





ticago alone. Michele Morgan and Paul Henried, 
brought east by RKO two weeks ago 
for publicity and exploitation in con- 


nection with ‘Joan of Paris,’ in which 


Reap’ Preem, In LA. or | nection with ‘Joan of Paris, in which 
NY.., Receipts to Charity a (Thursday). Pic was the 


st in this country for the players. 





Miss Morgan. on her return to the 
: } goes into ‘Challenge to the 
Hollywood, Feb. 3 i a i cl i 4 rs David 
Robert Gillham is due in early |j,~ —— woe. wy ; wah 
xt week to huddle on plans for Hempstead. Henried has been loaned 
2 uads ialls Ul ae eed 4 —_— ae 24d 7: 
‘ . a by >-3 rner Bros., wi s 
eem of ‘Reap the Wild Wind” It| 0Y NNO to Wamer Bros. with 
“my officials veto the splash open- assig ! t ind ennite. 
g for Paramount's first pict in < bab eait 


nade-over legiter, | Ceol. 0 Asks 10G in N 
a Bs * x = ws 


arch 19, it may be staged in Ne« fi Suit 

ork. ee . 5 
Wherever the premiere is hela, Claiming Inadequate Bally 
oceeds will go to the Navy War Beatrice D. Mindlin, assignee of E 


lief Fund. R. Conne. producer of the film, ‘A 


ee Family of Nations,’ filed suit Monday 

‘loria Warren P.A.’ yy (2) in the N. Y. supreme court 

a . A.’s W ith against RKO-Radio Pictures charg- 

Heart’ In W ilmington, Del. ing breach of contract. Damages of 
$25.000 are asked. 


Wilmington, Del., Feb. 3. 

Gloria Warren, 15-year-old War- | 
2r Bros. starlet and local girl, made 

personal appearance Friday (30) 
+ ith the premiere of her first pic- 
4ire, ‘Always in My’ Heart,’ at the 
fueen. The 1,500-seat house was | 
‘ummed and another mob gathered | MPPDA PLUGS ‘ANDREW’ 
1 front of the house to greet Wil-| The Motion Picture Producers and 
iington’s most important Hollywood | Distributors Assn. ts 
gure since Estelle Taylor. 
The girl, who was Gloria Weiman markable Andrew, 
hen she attended Warner Junior) angle that it contains a worthwhile 
"igh, took everything, including a | preachment and that it carries patri- 
farade through the main streets to a_ otic significance. 
“iayor’s reception, in stride. Her! Picture was previewed before pub- 
arents, Mr. and Mrs. Herman Wei- lic relations contacts representing 
an, shared the spotlight. Father} some 10,000 different units through- 
wns a jewelry store here. out the U. S. 


She complains the film was given 
to RKO to distribute in the British 
foreign territcries, and it is claimed 
the film company is not using its best 
efforts in promoting the picture. 





, 





His current brainstorm is putting a | 


night (29) to handle promotion for} 


cooperating 
with Paramount in publicizing ‘Re- | 
both from the | 











Agenda of Attys. | 








Continued from page See 








ff and Browne with the 

3. Nick Circella (alias Dean) and 
Louis Kaufman. Names that will 
be better known in the industry be- 
fore the end of this month, when 
Mathias Correa. U. S. district attor- 
ney in New York, starts criminal 
proceedings against them for extor- 
ti not dissimilar from the 
ch on which Bioff and Browne 
were convicted. Circella was per- 
sonal assistant to Browne, national 


president, with headquarters in Chi- 
cago. Kaufn hails from Newark 
Federal! indictments against these 
two alleged illicit dealings with the 
film companies and labor racketeer- 
ing. 


an 


| 4 War priorities. Although the 
\film industry is in good standing 
land its usefulness in war time was 


officially noted by President Reose- 
velt when ke appointed Lowell Mel- 


lett as liaison, the matter of obtain- 
ing steady supply of materid@s for 


production, distribution and theatre 
operation is of ut: t 
Stringent economies in all branches 
of the industry are urged, particu- 
larly in the use of metals and cer- 
tain chemicals. A priority commit- 
tee headed by Joseph Bernhard, of 
Warners, is meeting frequently with 
WPB officials in Washington. 
} Unity Movement 
| 5. United Motion Picture Industry. 
One of the constructive _intra- 
jindustry movements, of which Wil- 
liam F. Rodgers, distribution head of 
Metro is chairman, which on its own 
laccount kas been exploring industry 
problems in a five-day meeting in 
N. Y. just terminated. Adjournment 
'taken for two weeks when exhibitor 
representatives will return with sug- 
gestions to better exhib-distrib re- 
lations, including some basis for set- 
| tlement of disputes other than pro- 
vided under the arbitration provi- 
sions of the consent decree. Effort 
also being made to develop a selling 
plan which will give relief from the 
| group-of-five scheme. 
| 6. New Taxation. Regarded gen- 
‘erally throughout the industry as a 
major issue during the coming year, 
when the Federa} requirements are 
skyrocketing. Disturbance of pres- 
jent 10% tariff on all admissions 
above 10c, in the opinion of many 
circuit operators, may seriously af- 
fect present ceiling of amusement 
spending by the public. Situation 
being carefully observed in Wash- 
ington. 


NOC 


Garbo Incident 
Production 
tion. Recently 
bats from 


7. Code Administra- 
the center of brick- 
thin without the 
industry over “‘Two-Faced Woman,’ 
starring Greta Garbo. Légion of 
Decency turned on the big guns and 
film was barred from exhibition in 
some spots After withdrawal and 

i ban was removed. Inci- 
and 
more 
rules. 


In- 


W ana 


revisions 
dent has sha! 
ears of 
stringent « 

8. War z 
dustry’ 
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Widespread belief that 
entitled to more credit 
cooperation than it is cur- 
receiving. More than 11,000 
theatres have pledged their screens 
to subjects selected by this com- 
mittee. 
9. American 
ion Em 
Decree 


putes, 


stry is 
te 
sts 


rently 


Arbitration Associa- 
ed by the Cor 
e industry 
arbitrators 
personalities 
throughout the 


al 


powel sent 
als- 


c¢( 


to arbitrat 
the panel 
outstanding 
os 


ies 


Certain 


s of n 
in 
coun- 
see in 
opportunity to greatly 
ve public relatio by 
of industry’s and prob- 


Him w ratier 
Him €xXecutives 


this group an 
impro 
it 
lems. 
10. Industry Exploitation. Listed 
as one of the activities of the United 
Motion Picture Industry  confer- 
ence, proposal has been made to in- 
stitute a national research and sur- 
vey of the broader problems of pub- 
lic attitude towards films. Some- 
| thing along these lines to be ini- 
'tiated by exhibitors has been sug- 
|gested. Purpose would be to win 
new friends and increase theatre at- 
tendance. 


n 
iis 


ing ‘me 
ie =) ails 





Horne on ‘Tripoli’ 


Hal Horne’s next special exploita- 
tion job for 20th-Fox will be on ‘To 
| the Shores of Tripoli.’ 
| It will be Horne’s fifth under cur- 
i|rent arrangement to handle eight 
pictures for 20th. 


concern. | 


inform- | 


Schnitzer Latest to Move From WB 


To UA; Theatre-Exchange News 


Continuing their raids on the 
Warner Bros _ sales -rganization, 


Grad Sears and Carl Leserman last | 


week brought Edward Schnitzer into 
the United Artists fold. Se and 
Leserman, former sales chiefs at 
WB. have been gradually reas- 
sembling their erstwhile aides as 
assistants to them in their new posts 
as v.p. and salesmanager, respec- 
tively, at UA. 

It's expected that there will -be 
further replacements at UA by WB 
workers as Sears and Leserman get 
time to become more familiar with 
| the UA staff. Schnitzer, former east- 
jern district manager for WB, as- 
;}sumed the same post with UA. He 
replaced Arthur Silverstone, the 
third and last of three Silverstone 
brothers to depart from UA. Others 
are Murray, who resigned as the 
company’s head last spring, and 
| Emanuel, whose resignation as east- 
fern rep for Alexander Korda was 
announced last week. 


Schnitzer will headquarter in New 
York, handling the metropolitan, 
Philadelphia and Washington terri- 
tori_s. Not confining themselves to 
former WB men exclusively, Sears 
and Leserman also appointed last 
week T. R. Thompson, RKO branch 
| manager in Kansas City, as district 
|manager for the UA territory, in- 
| cluding exchanges in K. C., Omaha, 
'St. Louis and Des Moines. Head- 
quarters will be in K. C. James W. 
|} Lewis, RKO city salesman in K. C., 
| was named to succeed Thompson by 
| Ned Depinet, RKO sales chief. 


| In addition to the other changes in 
the UA sales organization, Leserman 
last week moved the Indianapolis 
exchange from the eastern to the 
western division. That takes it from 
the group of branches under Harry 
Gold and places it under Bert M. 
Stearn. 

Arthur Silverstone, who represent- 
ed UA for 16 years on the continent 
and in England, and was general 

| salesmanager there, may return to 
|London for the company, it is re- 
ported. 


ars 





Bernhard in Denver 
Denver, Feb. 3. 
Joseph Bernhard, executive v.p. 
jand general manager of Warner 
| Bros., was in Denver explaining to 
theatre and exchange men their job 
j}in the war. Stressed that the indus- 


| try must do all in its power to keep | 


|morale at high standard and keep 
patrons informed as to how they can 
best aid the war effort. 

Al Hoffman, recently United Art- 
ists exchange manager here, is now 
| selling for Universal] in the northern 
| territory. Succeeds Reville Kniffen, 
who returns to Frisco as U salesman. 
| Dave Cockril] has been named 
member f the subcommittee for 
field organization of War Activities 
Committee. 

Joseph B. Stone, salesman for Na- 
tional Theatre Supply and reserve 
second lieutenant in the field artil- 
lery, has been called to service at 
Camp Roberts, Cal. He was married 
last year 


Ralph Hamilton, former Santa Fe 


Oo 


manager, recently reported missing 
in the Pearl Harbor attack, has sent 
word to his mother that he is safe 


and in the Philippines. 


Lee Cronk was again installed as 
president of the Film Employees 
nion. Other officers, most of them 
reelected: Ellsworth Hayes, v.p.: 


Elmer Lynch, sec.-treas.: Lynn Fetz 
Dusiness agent; Vera Griffith, re- 
cording secretary; Paul Gundy, read- 
ing clerk, and Wm. Fensky, sergeant- 
at-arms. . 

Motion Picture Operators union, 
by assessing members, has bought 
$5,000 in defense bonds. 

R. B. Kyle, electrical contractor 
has bought the Colonial theatre. 
Pueblo, long closed, and is remocel- 
ing. At one time the house 
operated by Harry Nolan. 

Leonard Gray, ad salesman of 
Chicago, med assistant manager of 
the Federal. George Milton is back 
with the Civic theatres after work- 


was 






> 





ing for a while on film row. He will 
manage the Rex and work on ex- 


Yn 


ploitatio 
} 





| Wechsler Moves Up in Pitt 
Pittsburgh, Feb. 3. 
Jerry Wechsler, WB oS. ts 
; northern block, has been promoted to 
the city sales post, succeeding Joe 
| Minsky, recently recalled by the 
| army. Nat Marcus replaces Wechsler 
in latter’s territory. Marcus comes 
| here from Syracuse, where he was 
| with Columbia for 11 years. Office 
| mManager’s berth at local Warner ex- 
| change, which has been vacant for 
| several weeks, will be filled within 
| the next few days, branch manager 
D. F. (Dinty) Moore said last week. 
Jack Furrer just appointed south- 
ern West Virginia salesman for Lew 
Lefton’s Producers Releasing Corp. 
here. Furrer, veteran film man, who 
| replaces Joe Fleshin, will make his 
| headquarters in Charleston, W. Va. 
| 
i 


newscaster at WSTV in Stubenville. 
. has been added to WB theatre 
ublicity department here. He takes 
ver Sammy Roen’s post, latter hav- 


Mitchell DeGroot, Jr. former 


Pp 
o 


_ing resigned to become press agent 
‘for Baron Elliott’s band. 

Ken Woodward, until recently as- 
sociated with Cary Jakobi in opera- 
| tion of Capitol theatre in Uniontown, 
Pa. has joined Schine circuit in 
| Rochester. Capitol is now under 
| management of Penn State Amus. Co, 

W. R. Stich, long identified with 
| the Artkraft sign and marquee com- 
} pany, has been promoted to the post 
|of sales manager in the theatre divi- 


| sion. He will headquarter at 
Spangler, Pa. 
Jack Graham, veteran Pittsburgh 


film man who was with KRO here as 
a salesman for years until just a few 
months ago, has joined the Universal 
sales force in Philadelphia. 

Dave Rosenfeld, of NSS, has joined 
the air corps and is now in training 
in Mississippi. He's a nephew of 
Dave Rosenfeld, who owned and 
operated old Independent Display 
Co. here for many years. Another 
NNS employee, Al Katz, has also left 
for the army. 

Briefilies: C. C. Kellenberg, of 
20th-Fox. has just been installed as 


|}commander of Variety Post 589, 
}Americau Legion...New Brighton 


home of A. W. McCormick, Beaver 
exhib, recently destroyed by fire... 
Jake Blatt. of circuit bearing his 
name, greatly improved following 
serious operation at Johns Hopkins 
hospital. ..New National Screen Ser- 
vice employees are John Gallo and 
Thelma Riley...Jack Goldhar, new 
district sales manager for UA in this 
territory. in town for conferences 
with new branch chief here, Mort 
Magill, and his staff. 


More Fox-Wisconsin Changes 


Milwaukee, Feb. 3. 

Film Row’s chatter over the re- 
cent shakeup of execs of the Fox- 
Wisconsin Theatres Corp. had barely 
begun to subside when this past 
week brought another swift reor- 
| ganization of personnel—this time 
| the most drastic reshuffling of man- 
agers vet experienced. 

Roy Pierce, former Orpheum Cir- 
cuit and RKO theatre head, who in 
the past 10 years has held various 

important posts in the Fox setup, 
| most recently in whipping affairs of 
ithe Palace into shape, has completed 
his job in that house and was made 
managing director of the chain’s No. 
1 spot, the Wisconsin. 

Joe Rosenfield, who was at the 
| Wisconsin and is regarded as an ace 
goodwill builder by reason of his 
active participation in civic affairs, 
| has been transferred to the Uptown, 
jone of the bigger nabes, while 
Eugene W. Van Norman, one of the 
real veterans in local theatre opera- 
tion, has been shifted from the Up- 





jtown to the Garfield, another de 
|} luxer, nearer downtown. 
Rudy Kutnik, who has most re- 


cently been looking after the Strand, 
the Fox downtown extended run 
house, goes to the Palace to fill the 
spot left vacant by Pierce’s elevation. 

Gene Arnstein, who has been 
credited with many business-getting 
| innovations during his long reign at 
the Garfield, has been placed in 
|charge of the Modjeska, the south 
| Side’s deluxer, and Lowell Parmen- 
tier, who has been managing this 
house, has been made supervisor of 
the -three de luxe nabes—Uptown, 
Garfield and Modjeska. 


Sewer Gas Danger 
Akron, Feb. 3. 

Admissions were refunded to about 
} 1,000 patrons of Loew’s downtown 
house last week (27) because of the 
dangerous concentration of explo- 
sive gases in sewers in the area near 
the theatre. The house was opened 
the next day, when the condition 
abated. 

Sewer explosion in the downtown 
area last Dec. 11 caused three deaths 
|}and injuries to 25 others, and sub- 
| sequent investigation by city officials 
| did not eliminate the source of the 

fumes, believed caused by dumping 
of solvents into the sewer system by 


an undetermined industrial firm. 
K. C. Switches 
Kansas City, Feb. 3. 
James Long, divisional manager 


for Fox Midwest Theatres Corp., an- 
nounced the shift of Morril] Moore 
(Continued on page 55) 


Kamber Deferred 


Bernie Kamber, United Artists ex- 
ploitation man, has been given a de- 
ferment by his draft board and tem- 
porarily reclassified as a worker 
vital to national defense. Kamber is 
out with Sabu, who is touring the 
country for the Treasury Depart- 
ment promoting the sale of Defense 
Bonds, 

UA exploiteer was originally 
skipped by the draft board for phy- 
sical deficiencies, but recently re- 
classified as 1A. His new classifica- 
tion is 2B, which holds until the 
Sabu tour is finished March 8. 
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IA's Houston Confab May Consider 
Drive In Unorganized Trade Fields 


The executive board of the Inter- 
national Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees, which ended a week of 
sessions in Miami Monday (2), will 
hold another powwow March 17 in 
Houston, Tex. At that time expan- 
sion of the IA in unorganized fields 
as well as tightening the lines in 
other directions, will probably come 
up, together with discussion of the 


war situation as it bears on labor, ete. 

Miami meeting of the exec board, 
first to be held since Richard F. 
Walsh became president, elected Car] 
J. Cooper, IA representative from 
Los Angeles, as vice-president to fill 
the vacancy caused by elevation of 
Walsh from v.p. to the presidency. 
Cooper, becoming a member of the 
exec board at the same time, will 
attend the Houston meeting 
month. 


plication of a separate charter for 
the American Society of Cinematog- 
raphers, a request which it is said 
to have turned down, the IA exec 
council at Miami agreed that no over- 
time would be exacted for any of its 
members working on defense film 
production, or in manning of pro- 
jectors on defense film. 

Although the Miami huddles broke 
up Monday (2), Walsh and others at- 
tending from N. Y. are not expected 
back at the home office until the end 
of the week. 


FILM SCRIPTS 
IN MINOR KEY 


With greater than usual dearth of 
script material for films available, in- 
terest of studios is hinging on a 
number of more or less minor items. 


RKO and Metro have been nego- 
tiating for ‘House for a Sparrow’, 
by Julia Truitt Yenni, novel pub- 
lished a couple weeks ago. Price 








next | 


| vision for Federal income taxes tc- 
In addition to considering the ap- | 





MONO’S 6-MONTH NET 
SOARS TO $86,802 


Monogram Pictures Corp. and sub- 
sidiaries’ net profit soared in the 26- 
week period ended last Dec. 27, as 
compared with the previous six- 
month period. Corporation reported 
net profit of $86,802 after all charges 
and provision for Federal income 
taxes in the six months finished last 
December, as compared with only 
$10,897 in the 26-week period ending 
June 28, 1941. 

Showing was even more favorable 
| before writeoffs for Federal taxes. 
Mono net profit before such deduc- 
tions amounted to $142,616 for the six 
months ended last December, as 
against $13,232 in the 26 weeks end- 
ing June 28 last year. Company pro- 








talled $55,814 in the six months just 
finished, 


NEWSREELS, 1A 
NEAR AGREEMT 


New wage and. working agreement 
between the International Photog- 
raphers of the Motion Picture In- 
dustry, IATSE, Local 644, and the 
five newsreel companies, in negotia- 
tion for the last two or three weeks, 








SPG PLANS PICKETING IN 
EVENT THERE’S NO DEAL 


Screen Publicists Guild of N. Y. 
is giving thought to a ‘program of 
economic action,’ meaning pickets, in 
the event successful conclusion is 
/not soon reached to contract deal- 


ings with the major film producers. 
Publicists and producers are now 
awaiting the setting of a date for 
a last go at direct negotiations be- 
fore SPG demands an _ outside 
mediator. 

Should companies refuse outside 
help, the ‘program of economic ac- 
tion’ will be put into force. 


306 PAYS ATTY 
SETTLEMENT 
OF $30,000 


Local 306, Moving Picture Machine 
Operators of New York, have settled 
the legal claim of former Judge Mat- 
thew Levy, its counsel for many 
years, who was dropped the first of 
the year when Herman Gelber, newly 
elected president for 1942, took office. 
While Levy asked for $40,000 in 
settlement of all claims, compromise 
has been agreed upon at $30,000. In 
consequence of the settlement, Levy 
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WEEK OF RELEASE—12/19/41 





C. Barrett-R. Hayden 
B. Steel-T. Tyler 
W. Powell-M. Loy 


Riders of the Badlands (Col) 1/14 w =3s8 
West of Cimarron (Rep) Ww 
Shadow of the Thin Man (M-G) 10/22 CD 9% 


No Hands on the Clock (Par) 12/10 M 76 C, Morris-J. Parker 
The Perfect Snob (20th) 11/12 C 63 CC. Ruggles-C. Greenwood 
Road Agent (U) 12/10 D 69 D.Foran-L. Carrillo 
Melody Lane (U) MU 60 R. Page-A, Gwynne 





WEEK OF RELEASE—12/26/41 





Bed Time Story (Col) 12/10 C 83 L, Young-F. March 
Forbidden Trails (Mono) 12/31 W 55 B.Jones-T,. McCoy 
Louisiana Purchase (Par) 11/26 CD 9% B. Hope-V. Zorina 
Playmates (RKO) 11/26 MU 9% K. Kyser-J. Barrymore 
Remember the Day (20th) 9/24 D 85 C. Colbert-J. Payne 
How Green Was My Valley (20th) 16/29 2 120 W. Pidgeon-M. O’Hara 
Helizapoppin (U) 9/24 82 Olsen and Johnson 

The Gold Rush (UA) (Reissue) oe Cc. Chaplin 

Dudes Are Pretty People (UA) Cc M, Woodworth-J. Rogers 
You’re in the Army Now (WB) 12/3 Cc 79 J. Durante 


Died With Their Boots On (WB) 11/19 D 140 E, Flynn-O. De Havilland 





WEEK OF RELEASE—1/2/42 





Lone Star Vigilantes (Col) 9/24 w 3538 
Freckles Comes Home (Mono) Cc 

Two-Faced Woman (M-G) 10/22 cD 4 
Tarzan’s Secret Treasure (M-G) 11/19 M_ 8&2 
Babes on Broadway (M-G) 12/3 M 121 
Riding the Wind (RKO) 9/10 wi 64 
Don’t Get Personal (U) 12/31 Cc 60 


B. Elliott-T, Ritter 

J. Downs-G., Storn 

G. Garbo-M. Douglas 

J. Weissmuller-M. O'Sullivan 
M. Rooney-J. Garland 

T. Holt-M. Douglas 

H. Herbert-A. Gwynn 





WEEK OF RELEASE—1/9/42 








returns to Local 306 papers which 
he had been withholding, in addition 
to $16,000 in escrow money which 





is nearly completed and likely will 
be ready for signaturing in about 10 


days. Local 644 asked for a 30% | 
wage hike, and is getting a 10% 
tilt. 


assigned to actual battlefront duty 


insurance for other 
still is under discussion. Negotia- 
tions were carried on by officers of 
Local 644 and Pat Casey, chairman 
of the labor committee of major film 
producers. He returned to the Coast 
Monday (2). Casey’s present trip to 
the Coast may take a month, in 





being offered is somewhere between 
$10,000 and $15,000. 

‘Cross-Channel’, by Helen MacIn- 
ness, is also attracting attention. It’s 
for spring publication. It tells of 
the adventures of a British intelli- 
gence officer in France. Miss Mac- 
Inness recently sold ‘Above Suspi- 
cion’, a Nazi spy story, to Holly- 
wood. 

‘Trouble Is My Master’, by Darwin | 
and Hildegarde Tiehlet, ESPost se- 
Tial and ‘Selina,’ by Holmes Alex- 
ander, 
published in the spring, are also 
under studio consideration. 

‘Frenchman’s Creek,’ Daphne Du 
Maurier’s novel for which Para- 
mount paid $125.000 last fall, was 
published on Monday (2) and re- 
ceived top reviews in Sunday’s (1) 
papers. New York Times also car- 
ried a sharp letter from 
Maurier answering allegations print- 
ed in the Times Book Review a 
couple of months 
was plagiarized. 


Studio Props OK Deal 


gave the go-: 
Set by [Ai In New York » Dy Seons wis 


Hollywood, Feb. 3. 
Local 44 


The studio propertymen, 
of the International 
Theatrical Stage Employees, which 
negotiated the basis for a new deal 


with the producers in New York two | 


weeks ago, have ratified the deal in 
spite of protests raised by the swing- 
men and greensmen, who demanded 
a higher level of pay than for other 
classes of workers in Local 44. 

Deals with props is retroactive to 
July 1 last and extends to Dec. 31, 
1942. 





Mason’s Third Term 


Hollywood, Feb. 3. 

For ‘the third successive time, 
Lesley Mason was elected president 
of the Screen Publicists Guild. Teet 
Carle was chosen vice-president, 
David McCoig, secretary, and Ted 
Taylor, treasurer. 

Members voted to await ‘the re- 


turn of Pat Casey and Fred Pelton | 


from the east before resuming ne- 
gotiations with the producers. 


nover about Baltimore to be | 


Miss Du 


ago that ‘Rebecca’ 


Alliance of 


which case final negotiations prob- 
ably will be completed by newsreel 
executives in New York. 

New agreement would run for two 
years and is retwoactive to Dec. 19, 
old wage-hour pact, also for two 
years, expiring last Dec. 18. Among 
other details to be ironed out is the 
matter of apprentice cameramen. 





has been reached, but the matter of 
ge rib 
s ea . 


| the union could not obtain from him 
in lieu of the dispute as to how much 
| money was due him as counsel for 


Agreement on giving war risk in- | the union. 
surance to the newsreel cameramen | 


The operators local had asked the 
courts to appoint a referee, but was 
advised to attempt a settlement in- 


with result Gelber and two 
members of the executive board 
called upon him as a committee of 
three to arrange a compromise. 

Nathan Frankel, former labor sec- 
retary to Mayor F. H. LaGuardia 
and now a member of the arbitration 
committee of the Board of Transpor- 
tation of the City of N. Y., is the new 
attorney for 306, at an annual salary 
of $10,000, which must include all 
disbursements he makes. Argument 
with Levy was largely over disburse- 
ments, which 306 argued were rever 
agreed upon as extra to his yearly 
legal fees. 











NLRB Rules Col’s Fill-In Workers 


Can Vote On Collective Bargaining 





Washington, Feb. 3. 
Even though they can be dropped 
lat any time, persons hired to fill 
gaps left by workers called to mili- 
tary duty can vote in collective bar- 
| gaining elections, the National La- 
| bor Relations Board held last week 
| in ordering balloting among N. Y. 
| homeoffice 
potecehgere 


employees of Columbia 
The Federal agency also 

ahead sign for voting 
collar help 

Be Board overruled the com- 
pany’s contention that replacement 
{workers should be denied the fran- 
chise, since the jobs they fill are 
being kept open for the return of 
draftees, reservists and 
Columbia backed up its argument 
with copies of its signed understand- 
ing with temporary employees, stat- 
ing specifically the company may 
dispense with my services to pro- 
vide a position for any permanent 
employee who may be rehired after 
discharge from military service.’ 
Board, siding with the C.LO.’s 
Screen Office and Professional Em- 
ployees Guild, declared ‘persons who 
have been hired to replace em- 
ployees who are engaged in the 
active military service or training 
'of the United States have a suffi- 
(cient interest in the selection of a 
bargaining representative to entitle 
them to a voice in the election.” No 
figures were given showing the 
number of workers affected by this 
interpretation. 

Ruling applies only to help at the 





N. Y. homeoffice, exchange and 
warehouse. Decision noted the 
C.1.O. crowd claimed 11 out of 279! 


| 
guardsmen. | 


office workers, six of eight in the 
warehouse, and 14 of 21 in the ex- 
change. Balloting will be done 
within 30 days. 

In the Loew’s case, no such issue 
was presented. Only knotty prob- 
lem was the range of workers en- 
titled to participate. The Board ex- 
cluded from the election WHWN sales- 
lmen, engineers, announcers and| 
| commentators, although holding 
imost others on the Marcus 
Booking Agency 





|purposes. Employees eligible for 
membership in other unions will not 
| cast ballots. 

The C.I.O. claims 227 of the ap- 
| proximately 500 workers as mem- 
| bers, though the Board said only 210 
of the cards ‘appeared to bear gen- 
uine signatures’ of persons on the 
payroll, 

RKO, 20th, Par Organizing 

SOPEG has held one informal 
meeting with the NLRB on RKO 
homeoffice workers to determine 
who are eligible to vote there. A 
formal meeting must be held with 
the board and RKO officials before 
an election date can be set. Hear- 
ings are also being held to deter- 
mine eligibility of various employes 
of 20th-Fox. Loew’s and Columbia 
agreed to the elections without hear- 
ings being held. 

SOPEG is still organizing work- 
ess at Paramount and National 
Screen and hasn’t filed petitions yet 
for hearings or elections. 
| Dance for the Guild’s 





War Relief 
Fund will be held Saturday (21) at | 
the N. Y. Newspaper Guild Club. 


Confessions Boston Blackie (Col) 12/10 M 89 C. Morris-H. Hilliard 
Here Come the Marines (Mono) Cc W. Ford-T. Wing 
Arizona Terrors (Rep) Ww D. Barry-L. Merrick 
Ball of Fire (RKO) 12/3 D 110 B,. Stanwyck-G. Cooper 
Lady for a Night (Rep) 12/31 D 68 #«=J. 'Biondell-J. Wayne 
Blue, White and Perfect (20th) 9/24 M 74 L, Nolan-H. Reynolds 
Jail House Blues (U) MU N. Pendleton-A. Gwynn 


All Through the Night (WB) 12/3  M 107 H.Bogart-C. veidt 





WEER OF RELEASE—1/16/42 








Haydon 














West of Tombstone (Col) w C, Starret-R. 

Mr. and Mrs. North (M-G) 12/17 C 68 G. Allen-W. Post 

Snuffy Smith, Yard Bird (Mono) C 67 XE, Kennedy-B. Duncan 

Pardon My Stripes (Rep) [ 67 H. Henry-S. Ryan 

Man From Cheyenne (Rep) 1/28 Ww 60 R. Rogers-B. Hayes 

Date With The Falcon (RKO) 11/12 M 63 G. Sanders-W. Barrie 

Gentleman at Heart (20th) 1/7 D 67 CC. Romero-C, Landis 

Paris Calling (U) 12/10 D 93 .. Scott-E. Bergner 

Shangai Gesture (UA) 12/24 D 97 + ee W. Huston 
WEEK _OF REL E ASE 1/23, 42 

Cadets on Parade (Col). M F. Bartholome w-V. “Lydon 

Man From Headquarters (Mono) D F. Albertson-J. Woodbury 

Design for Scandal (M-G) 11/12 CD 82 R.Russell-W. Pidgeon —~ 

Sullivan’s Travels (Par) 12,10 CD © J. McCrea-V. Lake 

Woman of the Year (M-G) 1/14 C 1212 #§, Tracy-K. Hepburn 

Cowboy Serenade (Rep) Ww G. Autry-S. Burnette 

Four Jacks and a Jill (RKO) 11/12 C 67 R. Rolger-A. Shirley 

Right to the Heart (20th) 1/14 D 71 B. Joyce-C. Wilde © 

North of the Klondike (U) M B. Crawford-L. Chaney 

Man Who Came to Dinner (WB) 1/7 C 112 B. Davis-M. Wooley ~ 








WEEK OF RELEASE—1/30/42 
A Close Call for Ellery Queen (Col) M 
Below The Border (Mono) w 
Yank On the Burma Road (M-G) 1/14 RD 65 
Obliging Young Lady (RKO) 11/5 D 80 
Son of Fury (20th) 1/7 
Treat ’Em Rough (U) 1/14 
Twin Beds (UA) 
Wild Bill Hickock Rides (WB) 


WEEK OR REL LEASE 


W. Gargan-M, Lindsay 
B. Jones-T. McCoy 
L. Day-B. Nelson 
J. Carroll-E. O’Brien 
98 TT, Power-G. Tierney 
74 «OE. Albert 
G. Brent-J. Bennett 
G. Bennett-B. Cabot 


| dace 








The Man Who Returned to = os ol) 


D J. Howard-L. Ford 
Dr. Kildare’s Victory (M-G) D 92 
D 


L, Ayers-L. Barrymore 


Law of the Jungle (Mono) M, Moreland 


Valley of the Sun (RKO) 1/14 


79 =L, Ball-J, Craig 
Young America (20th) 1/7 C 72 J. Withers-W, Tracy 
Bombay Clipper (U) 1/14 M 60 W. Gargan-I. Hervey 
Sons of the Sea (WB) M M. Redgrave-V. Hobson 
The Prime Minister (WB) 9/17 RD % J. Gielgud-D. Wynward 
A Tragedy at Midnight elias M J. Howard-M. Lindsay 





WEEK OF BELEASS 2/12/42 


The Lady Is Willing (Col) 1/28 
Western Male (Monb) 


93 M. Dietrich-F, MacMurray 
Tom Keene 





Loew | 
payroll belong to | 
| the ‘appropriate unit’ for bargaining | 


On the Sunny Side (20th) 
Stagecoach Buckaroo (U) 

Call Out the Marines (RKO) 1/14 
| Riding the Wind (RKO) 
Dangerously They Lived (WB) 


J. Darwell-R. MacDowell 
J. Mack Brown-F., Knight 
66 V.McLaglen-E. Lowe 
60 T. Holt-R. Whitney 
J. Garfield-R. Hussey 


— ET 


Ea ez<c 





Were or Seon LEASE—2 19, 420 











Shut My ‘Big Mouth (Col) c J. E. Brown- re ‘Mara 

| Mr. Wise Guy (Mono) M East Side Kids 

| Joan of Paris (RKO) 1/7 D 93 M. Morgan-P. Henreid 
| Roxy Hart (20th) 2/4 D 72 G. Rogers-A. Menjou 
What’s Cookin’, Soldier? (U) MU G. Jean-Andrews Sis 

Captains of the Clouds (WB 1/21 M 113 J. Cagney-D. Morgan 





WEEK OF RELEASE—2/26/42 








Adventures of Martin Eden (Col) M G. Ford-C, Trevor 
Rock River Renegades (Mono) w Rangebusters) 
Sing Your Worries Away (RKO) MU . Lahr-J. Havoc 
Castle in the Desert (20th-Fox) 2/4 M 61 §. Toler-A. Whelan 
The Mad Dr, of Market St. (U) M U. Merkel-C. Dodd 





TRADESHOWN AND FOR FUTURE RELEASE 


Kathleen (M-G)_ 11/12 88 
Cadet Girl (20th) 11/12 

Vanishing Virginian (M-G) 12/3 
Sealed Lips (U) 12/3 

Mr. Big Goes to dean (Par) 12/10 
Jobnny Eager (M-G) 12/10 





S. Temple-H. Marshall 

69 C. Landis-G. Montgomery 
101 F, Morgan-K. Grayson 

62 W. Gargan-J. Clyde 

81 (Cartoon) 


Seacvuz Zeer 
8 





196 R. Tayor-L. Turner 

Bahama Passage (Par) 12/10 M, Carroll-S. Hayden 
The Bugte Sounds (M-G) 12/17 wl Ww. Beery-M. Main 
Land of the Open Range (RKO) 12/24 60 TT. Holt-R. Whitey 
Thundering Hoofs (RKO) 12/31 60 TT. Holt-k, Whitey 
Come on Danger (RKO) 12/31 58 TT. Holt-F. Neal 
Kings Row (WB) 12/24 D 127 A, Sheridan-R. Cummings 
We Were Dancing (M-G) 1/21 C 93 N, Shearer-N. Coward 
Born to Sing (M-G) 1/21 MU 82 V. Weidler-R. McDonald 
Salute to Courage (M-G) 1/21 M 83 G. Veidt-A. Ayers 
Torpedo Boat (Par) 1/21 M 69 R. Arlen-J. Parker 
a Fleets In (Par) 1/21 MU 90 D. Lamour-W. Holden 

Fly by Night (Par) 1/21 M 74 N. Kelly-R. Carlson 
| The Lady Has Plans (Par) 1/21 M 77 P, Goddard-R. Milland 
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The Gayest Merry-Go-Round Of Love And Le | 







Nae Ra anon 


Laughter That Ever Made Audiences Roar! 
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Introducing 
the screen’s 
most blessed 
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Screen play by James Edward Grant and Albert McCleery - A CHARLES K. FELDMAN GROUP PRODUCTION *®: 
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Par, 20th Will Fight Action By 
Govt to Force Divorcement 
Of Post-Decree Theatre Buys 


+ 





vr 


Both Paramount and 20th-Fox are 
reported preparing io fight the ac- 
tion brought by the Government 
which would require them to get 
rid of certain theatres which have 
been acquired since the signing of 
the consent decree. Hearing at 
which they are expected to defend 
the legality of the acquisitions will 
probably be held Feb. 18, when the 
show cause order is returnable be- 
fore Judge Henry W. Goddard in 
Federal court, New York. 

Probability is that attorneys for 
the film interests will contend that 
the acquisitions against which the 
Government takes issue were made 
as result of demand created for more 
theatres in towns by increased popu- 
lation due to army camps, defense 
production and other factors. Un- 
der the decree the five majors 
signatory to it are not restricted 
from acquisitions of theatres to pro- 
tect their interests or investments, 
including the maintenance of their 
competitive position. This may also 
figure in the defense. 

In the case of Par only a minority 
of the theatres it has acquired either 
through purchase, building or lease 
since the entry of the decree are 
affected, but 20th-Fox is asked to 
divest itself of 20 out of the 40 
houses it has gathered into its Na- 
tional Theatres fold. Nationa] em- 
braces Fox-West Coast, Fox-Mid- 
west, Fox Wisconsin, Fox Inter- 
mountain and Evergreen State 
Theatres. 


16 Par Houses Affected 


Par must show cause why it 
shouldn’t have to turn back or dis- 
pose of only 16 out of the 197 the- 
atres involved in acquisition deals. 
However, 110 of these are embraced 
in the All-Florida (Sparks) circuit 
in Florida, in which Par, formerly 
owning a 50% interest, increased its 
stake to 90% last spring. Govern- 
_ment has no quarrel with the Par- 
Sparks deal. 

The show cause order against Par 
and 20th-Fox accuses these theatre- 
owning majors of violating the terms 
of the decree through acquisitions 
which have had the effect of reduc- 
ing or eliminating competition. A 
permanent injunction against ac- 
quisition of any additional theatres 
by Par and 20th under similar cir- 
cumstances is also asked, 

Action of the Government reveals 
that since the consent decree Par 
has given up its interests in 21 the- 
atres and 20th-Fox in 10. Theatres 
which the Government also wants 
the two companies to give up are al- 
leged to be located in communities 
where they had no prior theatre 
interests, where the new houses 
eliminated competition, where the 
acquisition of more than one house 
is involved as part of a circuit, 
where the acquisition followed com- 
plaints to the Department of Justice 
relative to the local licensing situa- 
tion, or where it followed an arbi- 
tration proceeding. 

New Provinces 

The theatres which the Govern- 
ment complains about are divided 
into several categories. #irst states 
that the following houses were ac- 
quired in town where heretofore 
Par and 20th had not Operated: 

(Par) Foreman’s New Hampton, 
Ia.; Richmond and Little, Rocking- 
ham, N. C.; Oil City and Rivoli, 
Falls City, Neb.; Joy, Dardanelle, 
Ark.; and Plaza, Donna, Texas. 

(20th) Orpheum, Kenosha, Wis.; 
Oshkosh and Strand, Oshkosh, Wis. 

The following theatres are alleged 
to have been acquired to wipe out 
competition against Par and 20th in 
the towns: 

(Par) U-Ark, Fayetteville, Ark.; 
Colonial, Buford, Ga. Gibson, 
Greenville, Mich.; Isis, Preston, 
Idaho; Vogue, Orlando, Fla.; Cam- 
den, Camden, Ark., and the Sibil, 
Owensboro, Ky. 

(20th) Rialto, Marionette, Wis.; 
State, Fort Collins, Cal; Times, 
Jacksonville, Ill.; America, Sterling, 
Cal; Apollo and Jeffris at James- 
ville, Wis.; Longmont at Longmont, 
Cal.; Monrovia, Monrovia, Cal., and 
the Bell, Bell, Cal. 

Par is alleged to have acquired 
three houses after their owners had 
started arbitration proceedings, as- 
sumption being that this was the 
means of settling the arbitration 


cases. They are the Camden, Cam- 
den, Ark.; Lyceum, Duluth, and 
Portage, Chicago. 

Twentieth-Fox is charged with 
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Rabbits ’n’ Things 





Hollywood, Feb. 3. 


Miracle workers of Hollywood 
finally got around to the idea of 
hiring a journeyman in the oc- 
cult art. 

Sol Wurtzel, producing ‘Pit- 
falls of the Big City’ at 20th- 
Fox, has called in Dante the ma- 
gician as technical advisor, to 
jerk laughs out of a Laurel and 
Hardy comedy. 


SCHAD SUIT VS. FOX, WB 
W.&V. OFF UNTIL APR. 6 


Philadelphia, Feb. 3. 
The final hearing in the $750,000 
anti-trust suit filed by Harry J. 
Schad, Reading, Pa., exhibitor, 


against 20th-Fox and two circuits, 
was continued until April 6, follow- 
ing two testimony-taking sessions 
Thursday and Friday (30). 

The case was filed Aug. 20 by 
Schad, owner of the Astor, Reading, 
against 20th, Warner Bros. circuit, 
Wilmer & Vincent and the Berks 
Amus. Co., a W-M subsidiary, ask- 
ing triple damages under the anti- 
trust laws. 

Schad claimed that 20th-Fox had 
taken away its product from the 
Astor, after the house reverted back 
to him from a lease to WB. The 
20th films were given to Wilmer & 
Vincent’s two houses in Reading, 
which already had 50% of Fox prod- 
uct. Warners is then said to have 
leased Wilmer & Vincent’s State and 
rented the WB Arcadia, long dark, 
to W. & V. 

Witnesses at the first two days’ 
hearings were Samuel Gross, branch 
manager for 20th-Fox, and Al Davis, 
salesmanager of the exchange, who 
told of their sales policy in Reading. 
Also heard was Jay Emanuel, who 
operates the Astor for Schad in a 
pooling deal. 


M.0.T. Making 60 Navy 
Aviation Training Shorts; 


Need for speeding up instruction 
for U. S. navy fliers is back of the 
series of aviation training shorts be- 
ing produced by March of Time. 
When the group of some 60 pictures 
is completed, it is predicted that 
sufficient training instruction can be 
disseminated to trainees in two 
months where formerly the same in- 
struction required a year. 

Louis de Rochemont, M. of T. man- 
aging editor, is in charge of produc- 
tion. 


























Justice Holmes’ Biog 
A Screen Possibility 


Lengthening list of screen biogs 
may soon include one on the late 
Supreme Court Justice Oliver Wen- 
dell Holmes. RKO last week regis- 
tered the title, ‘Life of Justice Oliver 
Wendell Holmes.’ 

Studio also laid claim to the title, 
‘Franklin Delano Roosevelt’ for a 
short. Warner Bros., in 1939, regis- 
tered as a feature title ‘Life of 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt.’ 





having acquired the State, Fort Col- 
lins, Cal.; Liberty and Sedalia, Se- 
dalia, Mo.; America, Sterling, Cal., 
and the Longmont, Longmont, Cal., 
as result of unfair licensing terms 
being imposed by distributors. 
Since the decree was entered in 
November, 1940, the five companies 
under it (Par, 20th, RKO, Warner 
Bros., Loew’s) have been required to 
report once monthly to the Gov- 
ernment any change in the status of 
their theatre holdings, including ac- 
quisitions, dispositions, change in in- 
terest held, changes in seating ca- 
pacity, etc. It has been necessary 
to make this report to the Depart- 
ment of Justice on the 10th of every 
month for the preceding month. 
Decree, when signed, did not seek 





.s . . 
Gehrig Pic Working 
Hollywood, Feb. 3. 

‘Pride of the Yankees,’ the life 
story of Lou Gehrig. went into work 
today (Tues.) on location at the Los 
Angeles Coast League ball park, 
Wrigley Field, owned by the Chicago 
Cubs, a National league club which 
never had any luck against the 
Yanks in a World Series. 
Subsequent location sequences 
will be shot at Ontario, Cal., spring 
training grounds for the Pittsburgh 
Pirates. 


Arbitration Clears Up 
Clearance for All 30 


Grand Rapids Theatres 


Detroit, Feb. 3. 
Entire clearance of pictures in the 
city of Grand Rapids was set up here 
in the solution of the arbitration 
cases filed by the Southlawn and 
Galewood theatres. 
The sweeping decision, by far the 
most complete here, sets up the com- 
plete program for the 30 theatres in 
the city of 160,000. Decision was 
reached by mutual agreement of all 
parties after two days of hearings 
before Arbitrator Ferris E. Stone. 
With only one exception, the fourth- 
run Savoy, which chose not to 
intervene, al’ of the Grand Rapids 
houses were represented at the 
arbitration. 
Under the city-wide program, new 
clearances between the first and 
second runs was set at a 45-day 
maximum in place of 60-days, which 
was claimed as the former average. 
Second and third runs were each 
given seven days over the successive 
runs. The fourth-run Savoy, how- 
ever, was given only one day’s clear- 
ance over the two complaining 
houses. The Galewood and South- 
lawn were rated as fifth-runs, and 
in all cases pictures must be made 
available to them within three 
weeks after the first-run. The major 
charge was that the Savoy held up 
pictures as long as a month by not 
playing them when available. 


OLD STAGER, “MEANIE,’ 
FOR BENNY AT 20-FOX 


Hollywood, Feb. 3. 

Jack Benny's next picture under 
his one-film-per-year contract with 
20th-Fox is the old George M. Cohan 
play, “The Meanest Man In the 
World,’ produced on the stage in 
1920. 

Picture will be produced some- 
where between Benny’s two com- 

















From the First Bow 





Los Angeles, Feb. 3. 


Wareham Seaman, accountant, 
filed suit for 15% of the salary 
earned by Frank Wilcox, film 
actor, for 19% years, although 
Wilcox has not been acting that 
long. Seaman claims Wilcox 
agreed to pay percentage for that 
period in return for a loan of 
$1,325, which enabled him to go 
through dramatic school. 

Wilcox admits receiving the 
money, but contends he merely 
borrowed it in a lump sum. 


SCHINE WINS DELAY 
IN GOVERNMENT SUIT 


Gloversville, N. Y., Feb. 3. 

Schine Enterprises, Inc., five-state 
theatre chain which has its head- 
quarters here, won one motion and 
lost another in Federal Court at 
Buffalo. The circuit was granted a 
delay in the Department of Justice 
anti-trust action trial. Its plea that 
the Government’s complaint be dis- 
missed, however, was denied by Fed- 
eral Judge John Knight.. Instead, 
he ruled that the complaint stands 
in full, but moved the trial date 
from March 3 to Apri: 28. 


The course of the Schine case is 
being watched with interest by the 
entire industry, since Seymour 
Simon, assistant to the U. S. attor- 
ney general, at a special hearing in 
New York in December, in the Gov- 
ernment’s suit against the ‘Little 
Three’ (United Artists, Universal 
and Columbia) said he would not 
require them to defenc themselves 
simultaneously in the equity suit 
and the Schine action. One trial 
would not be pressed, he said, until 
the other had been concluded, and 
findings at one would have a bear- 
ing on prosecution of the other. 


In his opinion filed in Buffalo, 
Judge Knight said that ‘since taking 
up consideration of this motion (for 
dismissal) I have been advised that 
Schine is making an application in 
the District Court of Columbia for 
an order authorizing the examina- 
tion of certain representatives of the 
plaintiff concerning matters involved 
in the interrogatories in question 
before me.’ 

Schine had asked dismissal on the 














mitments with Warners. William 
Perlberg is producer. 


ground the Government had failed 
to answer some interrogatories. 





‘No Decision In Majors’ Mpls. Trial 
For 6 Wks.; Exhibs Ducked Grilling 





Minneapolis, Feb. 8. 

Trade circles here anticipate any- 
where from six to eight weeks will 
elapse before Judge Albin Pearson 
returns his decision on the constitu- 
tionality of the Minnesota anti-con- 
sent decree law, based on the trial 
of Paramount, 20th-Fox and RKO 
for its alleged law violation. Follow- 
ing the trial’s conclusion last week 
(27), the judge now is studying and 
analyzing the large amount of ‘esti- 
mony and records which were intro- 
duced. The defense alone submitted 
180 exhibits during the 17 days. 

If the judge upholds the measure’s 
validity, he will find the defendant 
film companies guilty of a criminal 
offense punishable by fine or im- 
prisonment, or both. The film com- 
panies have indicated they'll appeal 
to a higher court from an adverse 
verdict. 

The trial came to an abrupt end 
when the line of cross-examining 
pursued by J. W. Finley and David 
Shearer, counsel for the film com- 
panies, caused Northwest Allied, the 
law’s sponsor, suddenly to change 
its plans to have the state call a 
small army of independent exhibi- 
tors as witnesses. The line of cross- 
examination, which disturbed Allied 
leaders and brought accusations of 
‘attempts to crucify the independ- 
ents, was calculated to bring out 





to impose any interference with 
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which had been started by that time. 


the exhibitor witnesses’ theatre op- 


deals for acquisition or building |erating results under the allegedly 


unfair distributor trade practices. 


On the defense counsel’s motion, 
the court directed three independ- 
ent exhibitor witnesses, who already 
had testified, to produce theatre 
boxoffice records. Witnesses were 
George Granstrom and Howard Dale, 
St. Paul, and Will Glaser, Fairbault, 
Minn. Granstrom has two St. Paul 
nabe theatres; Dale, three houses, 
and Glaser the only two theatres in 
his town. 

It was stipulated that the pictures, 
dates and grosses would not be re- 
vealed publicly in court, but that 
the records would be available for 
the judge’s study and consideration. 
Under such a stipulation the records 
were put into the evidence. Glaser’s 
boxoffice statements covered a one- 
year period, 

Defense counsel stated that the 
testimony was offered in connec- 
tion with exhibitor witnesses’ testi- 
mony that they had received no 
financial benefit from certain speci- 
fied pictures. 

By stipulation of attorneys, the 
civil suits involving the major com- 
pany distributors will not entail the 
expense or time of the court and 
witnesses. Testimony introduced in 
the criminal proceedings is carried 
over by agreement to the civil ac- 
tions, together with additional pre- 
sentations. Court has set Feb. 16 as 
the last day on which briefs in the 
civil suits may be filed. Soon there- 





after a day for argument will be 
set. 





Twin City Indies Defer ‘Drastic 
Action Against Distribs Pending 
Outcome of NY. Peace C Confabs 


— 


Minneapolis, Feb. 3. 

The Twin City independent ex. 
hibitor group of Northwest Allied is 
wating for the outcome of present | 
negotiations in N. Y. before carry- 
ing out their threats to ask federal 
legislation putting a ceiling on film 
prices at the 1940-1941 level and to 
institute anti-trust prosecutions. 

A committee of leading Northwest 
Allied members was appointed by 
the group to go to N. Y. and give 
the distributors ‘a last chance’ to 
moderate selling demands and thus 
bring about peace. This followed 
the suggestion of Harry Brandt, N, 
Y. indie exhibitor, who was fearful 
that the local group’s activity would 
scotch the pending industry unity 
plan. His plea originally had been 
rejected. 

What the committee particularly 
seeks is the elimination by Para- 
mount and Warner Bros. of their 
demands for four and three percent- 
age pictures, respectively, and re- 
vision of the sliding scale plan in 
the Metro contracts already signed. 

A number of 1941-42 Paramount 
pictures, having cleared downtown 
first-runs, would be immediately 
available for Twin Cit¥ independ- 
ents, who need this product in order 
to continue normal theatre opera- 
tions. . However, they aren’t buying 
Paramount and Warners and will 
continue to hold off, they declare, 
unless the two companies will sell 
flat the same as in previous years. 


Committee’s Personnel 


The committee in New York is 
headed by Harold Fields, who re- 
Signed as Northwest Allied Minne- 
apolis governor because he opposed 
drastic action against the distributors 
and favored further efforts at ap- 
peasement such as now are in prog- 
ress. Other members are Ben 
Friedman, Sidney Volk and W. R. 
Frank, Twin City independents; 
Clarence Kaake, Duluth, and Fred 
Strom, Northwest Allied executive 
secretary. 

Pending the outcome of present 
negotiations, the Twin City group 
also is deferring the employment of 
a leading lawyer to lead its fight 
and to bring about a‘ Chicago ‘dis- 
unity’ meeting of independent ex- 
hibitors to map out plans for film 
price-fixing legislation. 

The present Minnesota selling is 
under the state anti-consent decree 
law, which requires distributors to 
sell their entire season’s product sub- 
ject to a minimum 20% cancellation 
sales of 


and without any forced 

shorts, and the independents are 
dissatisfied with the shape it has 
taken. Distributors are believed to 


have stiffened their terms to offset 
the adverse effects which they fear 
from the 20% cancellation. The 
Metro deal calls for six percentage 
pictures—under the contracts it’s 
optional with the company—where- 
as in former years only four were 
demanded. 


JOHNSON SUIT AGAINST 
MAJORS TEES OFF FEB. 10 


Minneapolis, Feb. 3. 

The trial of the suits of Art John- 
son, owner of the Granada theatre, 
Sioux Falls, S. D., against all major 
distributors, Republic and Monogram 
of Minneapolis; the Minnesota Amus. 
Co. (Paramount) and Welworth cir- 
cuit, which have their main offices 
here, for $1,670,500 damages, is 
scheduled to start in federal court 
in Sioux Falls Feb. 10. 

Johnson charges conspiracy and a 
combination to force him out of 
business. In one cause of action he 
asks $303,000 damages and in the 
other $220,500, both subject to triple 
damages under the Clayton act. 

His complaints charge that the de- 
fendants conspired to keep product 
away from his Granada and a the- 
atre in which he was interested at 
Aberdeen, S. D. 


Battle Cry of 20th 


Hollywood, Feb. 3. 
Bryan Foy took over two more 
war yarns as part of his production 
chores at 20th-Fox. 
Pictures are ‘Little Tokio, U. S. A.,’ 
and ‘Red Cross Girl,’ the latter based 
on a novel by Steve Fisher. 
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% Entertainment and morale go hand in 
hand...and advertising... the right kind of 
advertising... will play a more important part 
in tieing these two together than any other 
single factor except the motion picture itself. 


Advertising with a punch and a promise. 
Advertising with a message of confidence. 
Advertising that sells the big idea. 


Advertising that will make all people... 
in every phase of our national life realize 


that this industry is doing its share to keep 
laughter, entertainment and enjoyment 
in the forefront of everyday commodities. 


Yes!—Roll up your sleeves. Get down to 
business. 


Keep the American temperament on an 
even keel. 


Tell them we're still making pictures for 
fun and relaxation. 


Tell them with the most potent American 
modern implement .. . Advertising 


Tell them with 


NATIONAL.SCREEN SERVICE 


Prize Baby of the Industry! 
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Industry War Activities Committee 
Completes Report on Lab Essentials 





Reports by the industry’s War Ac- 
tivities Committee on _ essentials 
needed by film laboratories are about 
ready for submission to the Gov- 
ernment, and now the film business 
is going ahead on its study of other 
trade needs before making further 
recommendations to the Government 
priorities division. 

It is believed that the committee’s 
summary of motion picture studio 
needs will be ready on the return 
of Francis S. Harmon, executive 
vice-chairman, from the Coast, where 
he has been studying studio essen- 
tials. After that the newsreels, then 
the film exchanges, homeoffice main- 
tenance and incidental phases of the 
picture business will be checked. 

This work is under the direction 
of Donald E. Hyndman, in charge of 
Eastman Kodak’s New York office, 
who is devoting the major portion 
of his time to working on industry 
priorities until early in April. War 
Activities Committee will clear the 
data to M. D. Moore, who has charge 
of the Government priorities divi- 
sion for the picture industry. Julian 
Brylawski, with Warner Bros. in 
Washington, is Hyndman’s assistant. 

Report on laboratory requirements 
covers raw film stock, air-condition- 
ing, heating, building and mainten-: 
ance, development equipment, lamps, 
fuses, batteries and other electrical 
appliances. Understood that the re- 
port covers more than 50 typewrit- 
ten pages, with six or seven pages 
devoted to chemicals needed in de- 
veloping and printing films. 

While just now there seems little 
likelihood of any shortage of raw 
film stock, engineers see the prob- 
ability of curtailments. Many of the 
principal ingredients of raw film 
stock are required for the manufac- 
ture of cartridges, smokeless pow- 
der, etc. 


KAO’s Preferred Divvy 


Keith-Albee-Orpheum declared 
$1.75 dividend on its 7% preferred 
stock, covering the quarter ended 
next March 31. This maintains the 
regular $7 annual payment. 

The divvy is payable April 1 to 
stockholders of record on March 16. 
Board of directors ordered the pay- 
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10 ‘This Time 
and ‘Courtship of 
(M-G), in all ex- 


Tues., Feb. 
for Keeps’ 
Andy Hardy’ 
change cities. 


NEWARK DRIVE AGAINST 
THEATRE VIOLATIONS 


Newark, Feb. 3. 
Fines of $200 each for violating a 
city ordinance, which prohibits the- 


atre patrons from standing in the 
aisles and passages, were imposed 
on Adam A. Adams, managing di- 
rector of the local Adams theatre, 
and Benjamin Griefer, manager, by 
Judge Ernest Masini in First Pre- 
cinct Court. 


Crackdown on the Adams follows 
closely in the wake of heightened 
theatre restrictions initiated during 
the past few weeks by Public Safety | 
Director John Keenan. First to feel 
effect of the drive was the Newark 
Opera House, which last week was 
ordered shuttered and its operators 
told to leave town. House had fea- 
tured pix with heavy sex emphasis 
and disported live models on the 
stage. 


Syd Franklin, manager of the 
Little theatre, which had been show- 
ing ‘Sins of Bali’ and ‘She-Devil 
Island,’ was threatened with loss of 
his theatre’ operator’s license unless 
he toned down his film fare and 
also eased up on his newspaper 
advertisements, which Director 
Keenan termed ‘objectionable.’ 


Jess Myers, who operates the Em- 
pire, town’s only burlesque house, 
was told flatly that strip teasers 
henceforth would be ‘out.’ Two 
nabes, the Rialto and the Essex, also 
came in for considerable panning, 
the Essex losing its theatre license 
for five days because of infractions 
of the local lighting and seating reg- 
ulations. The Rialto, scene of a 
New Year’s Day riot, was warned 
to exercise stricter supervision over 
audiences and was cautioned about 














ment out of operating surplus. 
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admitting objectionable characters. 
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OPENS FRI. FEB. 6 
“WILD BILL 
HICKOK RIDES” 


A New Warner Bros. Hit 
—IN PERSON— 


FRANKIE MASTERS 
and His Orchestra 


STRAND B’way & 47th St. 


We McCREA + VERONICA LAKE % 
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**JOAN OF 
PARIS’’ 


UNITED RIVOLI B’way at 


ARTISTS 49th St. 
Doors Open 9:30 A.M. MIDNITE SHOWS 























Tyrone Gene 
POWER e TIERNEY 


“SON OF FURY’ 


Produced by DARRYL F. ZANUCK 
A 20th Century-Fox Picture 


Plus a Big ROXY jth Ave. 


Stage Show & 50th St. 
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CAME TO DINNER’ 


Bette DAVIS @ Ann SHERIDAN 
and ‘BODY DISAPPEARS’ 
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Three-Ply Collar Job 


Hollywood, Feb. 3. 

20th-Fox added John Payne to 
Betty Grable and Victor Mature as a 
three-ply starring combination for 
‘White Coliar Girl.’ 

Picture rolls late in February, with 
John Brahm directing and William 
Perlberg producing. 





Once | Was a Star 


Hollywood, Feb. 3. 

For the record, it must now be 
entered: Jimmy Durante, ex-film 
star. Shortly after it was announced 
by Warners that Schnozz had been 
given star rating he was taken off 
the contract list. 

He was given his release after 
making two pictures. 


USHER’S HIGH LIVING 
TIPS HIS $865 THEFT 


St. Louis, Feb. 3. 

Birney T. Harvey, an usher at the 
Esquire, indie nabe, was nabbed last 
week for copping $865 of the the- 
atre’s coin from a locker room. His 
extravagances led to his downfall 
and pinch. 

Cops working on the case learned 
that Harvey had traded in his old 
auto and purchased a smart sport 


coupe; blew himself to some $5 
shirts, $4 luncheons in smart hotel 
dining rooms and indulged in other 
high living. When accused of the 








kept her in New York until 11: 30 
am. At La Guardia Airport she was 
told there were no seats to Washing- 
ton on the noon plane. When she 
explained she was a White House 
guest the priority was forthcoming. 
She reached the executive mansion 
at 1:35 through the aid of a motor- 
cycle escort. The party was at the 
chicken course when Miss Shore ar- 
rived, but she got a royal reception. 
« 7 . 

Today the watchword is Unity 
and the 1940 campaign is forgot- 
ten. Lieut. Robert Montgomery, 
now a White House naval aide, 
stood beside his Commander-in- 
Chief at the radio broadcast and 
intreduced the celebrities. Meont- 
gomery, in the fall of 1940, was 
the Hollywood leader of the 
Willkie ferces. So was Ed Ar- 
nold. Conrad Thibault, whe 
sang at the ‘Cuff Links’ dinner 
for the Roosevelt intimates, was 
alse a supporter of the Republi- 
can standard bearer. Pat O’Brien 
represented the Democrats. 

7 “ ” 
Rosalind Russell got the ‘hot seat’ 
from Mickey Rooney at the Capitol 





grab Harvey, 20, confessed. 


theatre midnight show. She blamed 

















Now.’ Trimly directed with result- 
ing short, neat amusement for aver- 
age audiences, 


‘Gay Nineties’ (musical short; 15 
mins.).—Highlighting the names of 
Johnny Downs, Susan Miller, Clyde 
Cook and Charles Previns’ music, 
this is smash material wherever they 
like old-time tunes. Sparkling intro 
and different twists are helpful. 
Rhythm Rascals also bolster male 
ballading. ‘Man on Flying Trapeze,’ 
‘Walking in the Park’ and ‘Golden 
Slippers’ are among the oldtime 
faves. While lacking action, should 
register well with audiences. 


‘Hollywood Matador’ (Walt Lantz 
cartoon; in color; 7 mins.).—Woody 
Woodpecker is elevated to stardom 
in this cartoon, pop screwball char- 
acter again cleaning up in a bullfight 
story. Slaphappy woodpecker has 
more than usual number of tricks up 
his sleeves in his bout with a giant 
bull. Geared for pop appeal. 


WARNER BROS. 


‘West of Rockies’ (Broadway Brev- 

ities; directed by Bobby Connolly; 
screenplay by Hal Yates, with 
William Travis, Marguerite Chap- 
man, Rufe Davis, Willie Best, 
Thurston Hall Frank Wilcox: 20 
mins.).— Patterned after feature 
yarns in which cowboy singers 
click on radio program. Here the 
success of the cowhands in winning 
a radio show enables them to raise 
enough coin to save their mortgaged 
cattle ranch. Contains many ingre- 
dients found in an oats opera meller, 
but done largely for laughs, with 
thrills tossed in. It’s directed and 
enacted like a full-length feature, 
with obvious boxoffice results. Short 
is filled with typical cowboy song 
warbling. Looks like a_ virtual 
screentest for Marguerite Chapman 
and Williarn Travis, latter having a 
real voice. Both look like possibili- 
ties for features. 


‘Rhapsody in Rivets’ (Merrie Mel- 
odies series; in color; 7 mins.).— 
Clever reproduction of Second Hun- 
garian Rhapsody with Vitaphone 
Symphony orchestra under Carl W. 
Stalling’s musical direction. Entire 
symphony is fitted into the fable of 
skyscraper’s construction, with Mich- 
ael Maltese’s script not permitting a 
stagnant moment. Starts with the 
building contractor spreading out his 
blue prints, tapping the table with 
his rule (like a maestro) and signal- 
ing work to begin after drawing a 
hand from sidewalk kibitzers. Okay 
for any house. 

‘King Salmon’ (Sports Parade: in 
color; 10 mins.).—Tale about the 
stirring fight for existence waged by 
Columbia river salmon. Not new, 
but much better than previous sub- 


jects. Originally done in 16-milli- 
meter, and later blown up to normal 
35-mm.; hence some of color is not 


as clear as it might be. Has action, 
unusual camera shots, Del Frazier’s 

superb editing and Knox Manning’s 
better-than-customary patter. 


‘Cagey Canary’ (Merrie Melodie 
cartoon comedy; in color; 7 mins.).— 
Fable of the house tabby ‘who knocks 
himself out tryi ng to grab a golden 
canary, household pet. Instance of 
a nice story (by Michael Maltese) 
being put over by Robert McKim- 
son’s shrewd animation. Music also 
is an asset, 


‘Duds’ of the Month 


‘Sweet Spirits of Nighter’ (Comedy, 
Columbia, 16 mins.).—Despite El 
Brendel, Tom Kennedy and "aaneiiie 
cast, this is extremely sad. 

‘Flying Fever’ (Terry-toon cartoon 
comedy, 20th-Fox, 7 mins.).—Gandy, 
the goosé, takes up aviation. Lot of 








Resume of January Shorts 
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action, mostly uninteresting and im- 
piausible, with animation and ideas 
ragged, 

‘Hew to Be a Star’ (Picture People 
novelty, RKO; 8 mins.).—Plugs for 
such players as Lum and Abner, 
Chester Morris and Milton Berle 
don’t show thése folks in favorable 
light. Narration, script and direc- 
tion very poor. . 


‘Better Bowling’ (Sportlight, Par- 
amount; 10 mins.).—Neatly'’ photo- 
graphed plug for bowling, with views 
of streamlined alleys in Los Angeles 
and pros at work plus Colonel] Stoop- 
nagle at his indoor alley in Wilton 
Conn. Stoopnagle misses being 
de Nearly void as general screen 
are. 


‘Some More of Samoa’ (Three 
Stooges, Columbia; 17 mins.).— 
Search for rare persimmon on isle 
of Rhum Boogie, with Stooges cap- 
tured by cannibals, is old-timey 
slapstick, feebly projected. 

‘Village Smithy’ (Walt Disney Don- 
ald Duck cartoon comedy, RKO; 7 
mins.).—Just goes to prove that the 
cartoon maestro can’t always come 
up with a winner. D. Duck as 
smithy is asked to execute too many 
familiar, trite tricks. 

‘Dutch Guiana’ (World Today sub- 
ject, 20th-Fox; 9 mins.)—Routine 
travelog not improved by flabby 
script, which attempts to make some- 
thing of dull topics. 


‘Calling All Girls’ (Broadway 
Brevities, Warner Bros.: 20 mins.).— 
Novel idea gone slightly haywire. 


might have madé it 
passably good. This indicates a two- 
reel entertainment short can’t be 
made from clips taken from old feat- 
ure pictures, no matter how stupen- 
dous the original scenes. Starts out 
to picture how many femmes are 
needed and the pains employed in 
getting them ready for costly musi- 
cal film productions. Then it swerves 
off into clips from such Warner mu- 
sicals as ‘Wonder Bar,’ ‘Golddigger’ 
features and ‘Footlight Parade.’ 

‘Historic Maryland’ (Fitzpatrick 
Traveltalk, Metro; 9 mins.).—Unex- 
citing results from this travelogue 
vet. Possibly would have been okay 
if more Naval Academy shots had 
been used. 

‘At the County Fair’ (Speaking of 
Animals subject, Paramount; 10 
mins.).—Animals are made to talk 
again by novel process, but most re- 

marks are inane. Either the novelty 
is wearing off or original scripting 
plus different voices are needed. 

‘Red Riding Hood Rides Again” 
(Color Rhapsody, Columbia: 7 mins.). 
—Red Riding Hood is a girl on a 


Crisp editing 


scooter. Follows usual fable with 
modern twists, but rather dire re- 
sults. Looms as waste of superb 
color. 


‘Home Work’ (Leon Errol camedy, 
RKO; 19 mins.).—-Thaugh ably assist- 
ed by Tom Kennedy and Vivian 
Tobin, Leon Errol never manages to 
be consistently funny. Old gags and 
slapstick, based on idea that a man 
of the office stays home and substi- 
tutes for his wife, have been done 
before, but seldom with such a heavy 
hand. 

‘Wabbit Trouble’ (Merrie Melodie 
cartoon comedy, Warner Bros.: 7 
mins. ).—Lisping tired biz man, El- 
mer, vacations in Yellowstone Park, 
where Bugs Bunny makes his life 
miserable. In doing this, he also 
annoys the patrons. Too much fa- 
miliar material that just misses. 

‘Kicking the Conga Around’ (Pop- 
eye the Sailor cartoon, Paramount; 
7 mins.).—Conga-loving  Latin- 
American gal, Olivia Oylia, Popeye 
and Bluto, a rival of the spinach-eat- 
ing sailor, fail to make much of this 
insipid yarn. Too much conga and 





too little humor. 


After the Ball Was Over 
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Ensign Wayne Morris, but it was 
actually Rooney who was at the 
switches. ‘Roz’ took it in stride, and 
to show she was not mad sang a 
torch song for the audience. . Mickey 
also funned the First Lady at the 
cake cutting, appearing three times 
in the line for a piece of the birthday 
confectionery until Mrs. Roosevelt 
discovered he was a ringer. 


Plenty of bands at the celebration. 
Johnny Long won the newsree! spot 
for the cake-cutting ceremonies at 
Uline’s Arena, with the First Lady 
and al] stars present. Meyer Davis 
played the swanky $10 per plate Ho- 
tel Willard banquet. Sammy Kaye 
played the midnight shows at the 
Capitol and Earle theatres (doubling 
from the Warner house). Louis 
Armstrong and Claude Hopkins 
played for the colored dance at Lin- 
coln Colonnade. 


Vaudeville entertainers 
squawked in 1941 because all 
they got fer the extra shows was 
a buffet luncheon and a glimpse 
at the stars. This year the vaude- 
villians at the Earle and Capitol 
were presented specially en- 
graved ecards of appreciation 
signed by Jehn J. Payette and 
Carter Barron, co-chairmen. 


. * * 


The entertainment committee had 
the official chore of finding rooms 
for the 26 celebrities who came from 
California. Overcrowded hotels 
solved the problem by ousting Gen- 
eral Motors executives and other 
highranking $1 @ year men from 
their swanky quarters. Johnny 
Long’s dand of 16 had to be content 
with five rooms at the Annapolis. 
Some hotels were without hair 
dressers, so the committee provided 
standby beauty specialists for these 


hostelries. 
+. 2 + 


Eleven autographed programs, 
signed by all the visiting stars, were 
auctioned off and brought $376 for 
the Infantile Paralysis Foundation. 

a * os 


Paul Gerrits cancelled a week’s 
work in order to stay in Wash- 
ington. He shared the emcee 
chore at the official radio recep- 
tion of the District of Columbia 
with Dean Murphy. In the eve- 
ning Gerrits handled the Shore- 
ham’s fioor show and introduc- 
tion. “Just to get my feet under 
the White House luncheon table 
with Mrs. Gerrits was worth the 
layoff,’ he said. 

* . * 

There was a mild ‘feud’ as to 
whether Lucy Monroe or Conrad 
Thibault would sing ‘The Star 
Spangled Banner’ at the $10 banquet. 
The committee had scheduled Thi- 


bault, and so it stood. Miss Monroe 
opened the Uline Arena party, sang 
later at the Shoreham and May- 
flower. e 


+ « * 


Cecil B. deMille wanted to do a 
15-minute radio broadcast directly 
from the White House, before the 
President’s address, and employing 
all the visiting stars. Arch Oboler 
was to write the script, with an 
assist by Robert E. Sherwood, It 
was called off because deMille was 
unable to get his actors for rehear- 
sals, much to the relief of Johnny 
Johnstone, whose program for the 
night had already been arranged. 

> os = 
Vote of the ladies: Michele 

Morgan’s white fur coat with a 

nifty white fur beanie, was 

voted the smartest outfit. They 

also liked Miss Russell’s im- 

mense black millinery, plus the 

evening gowns displayed by 

Dinah Shere, Patricia Morison, 

Brenda Marshall and_ Betty 

Grable, all studio creations. The 

ladies, too, voted Jackie Cooper 

and Bonita Granville (engaged) 
the ‘cutest’ couple that had ever 
come to Washington. Signature 
most in demand, by both women 
and children, was that of Gene 

Autry. The entertainment com- 

mittee reported that more tele- 

phone calls were received about 

Pat O’Brien than any other stars. 

Miss Russell traveled with a 

wardrobe of 22 pieces of luggage. 

* * @ 


Prince ‘Mike Romanoff never made 
any of the official parties. He came 
along on the train as the guest of 
Fred Brisson, Miss Russell’s hus- 
band. But official Washington dis- 
owned him and gave curt notice he 
was not to be listed for any of the 
affairs. 
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Georgian Congressman Declares Fly 
Operates Private Gestapo and Is 
? Rapidly Becoming Dangerous 


Washinyton, Feb. 3. 

A new demand for a Congressional 
probe of the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission—from a potent 
Democrat who in the past has helped 
kill such movements—went into the 
hopper of the House today from 
Rep. E. E. Cox of Georgia, member 
of the influential Rules Committee, 
which must sanction any special in- 
vestigation. 

Cox charged FCC Chairman James 
L. Fly with ‘monstrous abuse of 
power’ and complained he ‘is using 
a good law to a bad end.’ (Appar- 
ently with regard to the antimonop- 
oly reforms.) Fly ‘is rapidly becom- 
ing the most dangerous man in the 
Government,’ Cox asserted, and must 
be curbed by Congressional action. 

‘He maintains an active and am- 
bitious gestapo and is _ putting 
shackles on the freedom of thought, 
press, and speech without restraint,’ 
the irate Georgian declared. ‘In the 
pretended regulation of the broad- 
casters, which needs regulating, he 
is breaking down those freedoms 
which guard all others. He is taking 
advantage of the stress of the mo- 
ment to federalize all means of com- 
munication.’ 


John Driscoll With 
Norman Corwin On 
OFF’s Morale Progra 








John Driscoll, staff writer with B. 
B. D. & O., has been loaned by the 
agency to the U. S. Office of Facts 
& Figures. Effective Monday (2) he 
will work with Norman Corwin on 
the production of the four-network 
morale show to start Feb. 14. 

Besides scripting many of the 
‘Cavalcade of America’ series, Dris- 
coll wrote ‘March of Minnesota’, 
which won the Advertising & Sell- 
ing award in 1938, the first local 
show to do so. He also authored the 
‘Knute Rockne’ script for ‘Caval- 
cade’, from which Warner Bros. used 
excerpts for its picture on the Notre 
Dame coach. 








Kate Smith Arrives 


Miami, Feb. 3. 
Kate Smith’s entourage advent 
here with police escort and em- 
phasis on sirens unwittingly 
scared the Miami Beach cops 
into turning on the air-raid 
alerts. 
Fanfare of sirens certainly 
made town aware of party’s 
arrival. 


WEBS’ REPLIES 
DUE FEB. 24, 25 


—_— — 








Chicago, Feb. 8. 
Both NBC and Columbia have re- 
quested and received extensions of 
time to file answers to the govern- 
ment’s suit against them on charges 
of conspiracy to violate the Sherman 
anti-trust laws. 


Columbia has been granted a con- 
tinuance until Feb. 24 to file an an- 
swer, and NBC has until Feb. 25. 

Originally, slated to be handled 
by two different judges in the U. S. 
District Court, the NBC case has 
been reassigned and now both cases 
will go before Judge John Barnes. 
However, each case will be kept in- 
dividual. 


WCCO Builds Show To 
Explain About Contests, 
Programs and Itself 








Minneapolis, Feb. 8. 
WCCO this week is inaugurating a 
new 30-minute show, ‘The Program 
in Studio Two,’ designed to help 





YOUNGER MEN AT CBS 
CALLED UP FOR ARMY 


Robert Gibson, of the Public Af- 
fairs department of CBS, was in- 
ducted into the army last week, 
making six of the network’s em- | 
ployees who entered the service dur- | 
ing January. 

Others were Robert Weir, page- 
boy, and William Dafne, Walter R. 
Hearon, Grover Sales and Joseph M. 
Pernice, from the mail room. | 








| 


inarrative form. 


| illustrations. 


publicize its advertisers, programs, 
free offers and other commercial 
programs’ special events. Approxi- 


mately 15 publicity announcements 
will be included in the half-hour 
programs. In addition, an index of 
premium offers will be announced. 

Each week, too, the story of one 
of the station’s departments will be 
presented in dramatic or straight 
On the first pro- 


| gram, for example, Hugh McCartney, 


WCCO chief engineer, 
‘The Magic of Radio,’ 


will talk on 
with sound 
‘How to make a noise 
like a brook’ will be explained by 
Jack Nadeau, sound man, who will 
run through his complete sound ef- 
fects repertory the second week. 





Soft Drinks Hold to Schedule 


Nehi and Coca-Cola Both Committed Well Ahead 


on Radio 


Indications are that the national 
brands end of the soft drink field 
will continue through the coming 
spring, and possibly summer, to 
maintain their present pace in spot 
broadcasting. B.B.D.&O. is current- 
ly expanding its spot operations of 
the Nehi account (Royal Crown 
Cola), while the D’Arcy agency 
looks forward to an undisturbed run 
for Coca-Cola’s transcribed ‘Singin’ 
Sam’ series 2n 272 stations as well 
as the account’s programs on CBS 
and Mutual. Neither beverage man- 
ufacturer has made any move to re- 
adjust its advertising outlay as a re- 
sult of the sharp restrictions placed 
on their sugar supplies. 

Coca-Cola is also going right ahead 
with its heavy radio commitments 
in Mexico. The Mexican campaign 
embraces a weekly 45-minute live 
show over 26 stations and three half- 
hour recorded programs on 44 sta- 
tions. The account’s obligations in 
that country are for the full year of 
1942. 


An enviable record: Sun 
6%. years; Penn Tobacco 
years; Hudson Coal Co., 


paper experience. 

Continuously sponsored 
or more stations, 
available for network and tl 
are right.’ 


COL. JIM HEALEY 





COL. JIM HEALEY 


News Commentator 


Fort Orange Chemical Co., 1 year— 
Twenty-three years of major news- 


1933-1941. 


154 W. 46th St., New York 


—— 


Expect Marshall Field to Acquire 
And Improve WHIP, Hammond, Ind. 





Missed the Bounce > 





Hollywood, Feb. 3. 

Eastern agency exec burned 
up the teletype after last week’s 
broadcast to lay out the an- 
nouncer for a messy job. 

‘And what’s more,’ continued 
the scorcher, ‘your first com- 
mercial wasn’t in rhythm with 
the music.’ 


MORE TIME FOR 
TIME PIECES 











Oil Co., 
Co. 
1 year; 


i 





on one 
_He’s| Longine - Wittnauer Watch Co. 
1e ‘rates 


will return its transcribed series of 
symphonic music to the air this 
March. The half-hour programs may 
have this time of 39 weeks without 








Cae Formula Is 





Called Infringement On 
Opera Theatre’s Idea 


The Opera Theatre filed suit Mon- 
day (2) in the N. Y. supreme court 


a layoff for the summer. The ac- 
count’s policy in the past has been 
to buy 13 weeks in the spring to 
reach the graduation trade and an- 
other 13 weeks in the fall for the 
Christmas trade. 


The manufacturer last week tossed 
a buffet-dinner for its advertising 
and sales staff to which were in- 
vited station reps and other out- 
siders concerned with handling the 


v 


against Young & Rubicam, Inc., CBS, 
Celanese Corporation of America, 
Frederick W. Wile, Jr., Charles L. 
Wagner, Edward Snowden, Camille 
Dreyfus, George Sebastian and 
Jean Tennyson claiming plagiarism 
of an idea of producing opera on 
the air. An injunction, accounting 
of profits and damages are asked. 

laintiffs claim that in March, 1941, 
they created an original idea and 
method for presenting operas in 
one half-hour programs while re- 
taining the principal arias and the 
plot. In order to secure a sponsor 
the idea was broadcast over WAAF 
in Chicago in January, 1941, but 
shortly thereafter on Jan. 7, over 
CBS, the defendants allegedly started 
a program which was copied from 
the plaintiffs’ called ‘Great Moments 
in Music.’ Conspiracy and plagia- 
rism are the charges. 








Cincinnati, Feb. 3. 

Sam Balter, ex Don Lee network and 
Mutual sports commentator, signed 
last week with WCPO, Scripps-How- 
ard station, to do the play-by-play 
miking of the Reds’ National League 
games this season. He succeeds 
Harry Hartman, who will continue to 
supply color between innings. 

Hartman rounds out 14 years of 
sportscasting for WCPO on Feb. 20 
and is the nation’s dean of major 
league baseball announcers. He has 
been made sports director of the 
station by Mort Watters, manager, 
and will also have charge of all com- 





boxing and wrestling announcer. 





Spending Balter will compete with WSAI’s 

+ a gl and Pg Bray, and ye 
serait celeb, Waite eat wave on 

| JACK HALEY IN N.Y. , CALL FRITZ BLOCKI 





Jack Haley is siliiianii in 
York to work with his agents, the 
A & S Lyons office, on an audition 
program. 

The formula of the variety setup 
has been completed and the Lyons 
office figures that the program will 
be ready for recording in two weeks. 


Jack Dempsey on WOR 


Jack Dempsey will have his own 
sports show, a quiz with sports 
writers guesting as experts, Satur- 
day nights on WOR, New York, 
starting Feb. 14, for Piel’s beer. 
Stanza will be spotted at 8:30-f p.m. 
Sherman K, Ellis is the agency. 

Mark Goodsin is tentatively set 
as m.c. 











TO BUILD AUDITION’ 





| sistant is Dick Nesbitt, 


former 


~~ 
Mutual affiliate. WKRC 


SAM BALTER JOINS WCPO 
FOR BASEBALL SEASON 


mercial accounts, he having doubled 
as a time salesman through the years. 
Hartman will carry on as WCPO’s 


col- 
| lege and pro grid player and WKRC 


spot placements. 


‘Victory Network’ of 24 
Concerns Itself With 








Seattle, Feb. 3. 

Washington state’s 
work,’ set up through the coopera- 
tion’ of all radio stations in the state 
is proving a definite help in the 
broadcasting of instructive and 
morale-building programs in this, 
the nearest state to the Far-east war 
zone. 

Seven regular Sunday programs 
have already been broadcast over 
the network and a number of special 
programs for the Red Cross War 
fund have also been aired. 

Network consists of 24 stations 
regularly hooked up for the broad- 
| cast of programs okayed by the state 
Civilian Defense Council with 
KVAN, Vancouver, the only one in 
the state not regularly a part of the 


web. KVAN, which is in the Port- 
land primary listening area, how- 
ever, does broadcast some special 
programs. 


Pete Lyman, public relations head 
of KOMO-KJR, Seattle, is devoting 
all his time to the operation of the 


hook up, headquartering in the 
Seattle offices of the Defense 
Council. 


Civilian Defense Help 


‘Victory Net- 








Chicago, Feb. 3. 
Marshall Field is making carefy] 
progress in his long-expected plan 
to take over a local station, and it 
is now pretty certain that the sta. 
tion will be WHIP, Hammond (Ind.), 
Field is understood to have already 


obtained control of 45% of the stock, 
Subject to FCC okay. 


With Field in control of the stae 
tion it is not unlikely that he 
will obtain a considerably improved 
wavelength, more power and bet. 
ter hours of operation. 

Field’s name has been associated 
with nearly all of the lesser stations 
in town, and he could have made 
deals for a number of them, 

It is indicated that Field comes 
into the WHIP picture through 
banking connections, and that come 
plete ownership of the station will 
cost Field considerably under $50,- 
000. ‘ 





Pat Hitchcock, 12, Set 
For Armstrong Saturday; 
Patricia Peardon Also 





Pat Hitchcock, 12-year-old daughe 
ter of film director Alfred Hitche 
cock, who made her Broadway debut 
last week in John Van Druten’s 
‘Solitaire,’ at the Plymouth theatre, 
is tentatively set for an early Sature- 
day morning guest-star date on the 
‘Theatre of Today’ program for Arme 
strong Cork. Definite date depends 
on finding a suitable script. 

Aiso tentatively set for an ape 
pearance on the same series is Pa- 
tricia Peardon, title actress in 
‘Junior Miss,’ at the Lyceum, N. Y. 
Date also depends on a script. Kene 
neth Webb produces the program for 
B. B. D. & O. It’s on CBS at noon 
Saturdays. 


EARL McGILL WEST 
FOR CONVENTION JOB 


Earl McGill, Columbia’s senior die 
rector, flies to the Coast late thig 
month to produce several shows for 
the National Education Assn. cone 
vention in San Francisco. He'll bé 
gone about 10 days or two weeks, ine 
cluding brief visits to Hollywood and 
New Orleans. 

Although McGill was formerly & 
director for both Fox and Columbia 
Pictures, this is his first trip to the 
Coast. All his picture work was 
done in the east. 











John Patt, manager of WGAR, 
Cleveland, is visiting G. A. Richards, 
president of the company, at Palm 
Springs, Cal. 











TO WGN TEMPORARILY] v= Sam,’ a series slanted fot 


New | 


is re- 
‘snaiee airing of Reds’ games this 
year after an absence of several sea- Fritz Blocki, freelance radio pro- 


sons. 


their separate announcers. 





WMCA, New York, is cutti 
criptions 





shows. Under Bob Bach, 
made for 
and after certain shows in 
to personalize them. 





road, 


WCPO and WSAI have been 
carrying the home club’s games with 


‘Personalize’ Wax Shows 
With Waxed Greetings 


of salutation and 
comments of various name _ band- 
leaders for use on its daily record 


of Record Programs, discs are being 
insertion before, 


It’s Bach’s idea. 

As leaders and other record per- 
sonalities hit New York from 
Bach gets them to WMCA to 


ducer who was in New York City 
last week negotiating for a connec- 
tion with one of the advertising 
agencies was called back to Chicago 
for two weeks, He will wind up the 
operetta series of programs at WGN, 
Chicago. This is the series originally 
produced by William Bacher who 
disagreed with WGN. 

Blocki will return to New York in 
a fortnight. 


ing tran- 
short 





Director 
Ron Gamble Passes Test 
Detroit, Feb. 3. 

WJR announcer Ron Gamble, who 
handled the Ford Sunday Evening 
Hour for CBS, has passed his physi- 
cal examination for the Army Air 
Corps and is awaiting call. 


during 
an effort 


the 





cut transcriptions. He already has Gamble, who holds a_ civilian 
\five or six, and expects to begin| pilot’s license, has been flying sev- 
}using them next week. eral years, 





B. A. Rolfe’s All-Girl Orchestra 


Called ‘Daughters of Uncle Sam’ Group to Sell War- 
time Femininity Via Radio 


B. A. Rolfe will direct a new alle 


orchestra in ‘Daughters of 


femme appeal, to go into the 7:30-8 


p.m. Sunday spot on the Blue ne& 
work (WJZ) starting Feb. 22. ‘Cape 
tain Flagg and Sergeant Quirt, fore 
merly occupying the time, has been 
switched to NBC-Red (WEAF), 
Fillers until the Rolfe start are ‘Mare 
tin of the Mist,’ an adventure yarn, 
and ‘Black Archer.’ 

Rolfe orchestra, consisting of 3 
pieces, is already rehearsing. It wi 
have Mary Small as soloist, plus $ 
druny corps and vocal trio. Each 
stanza will present a guest ‘Minute 
Woman, who will represent somé@ 
special branch of the service OF 
Government agency. Music on thé 
series will be patriotic and pop 4n d 
each chapter will be dedicated to 
the army, navy, Red Cross, etc. 

Ed Wolf Associates is producing 
the program, which will have a stus 
dio audience and may ultimately 
tour the service camps and other 
spots, 
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WAR NEED" HINTS 
CONSUMER PRG 


Schenectady, N. Y., Feb. 3. 

Prof. C. E. Warne, of Amherst 
University, president of Consumers’ 
Union of United States and a sharp 
critic of advertising, declared dur- 
ing a discussion on ‘Is Consumer Ra- 
tioning Necessary Now?’ over WGY 
Sunday (1). ‘If newspaper print is 
short, we must have curtailment of 
advertising, to the end that essential 
consumer and war needs be met.’ 
Warne, on a previous appearance 
over WGY, flayed radio advertising. 

He spoke of action already taken 
by the Federal Government, because 
of ‘power shortages,’ to curtail ad- 








} —_——_ - 


White House Praise 








Washington, Feb. 3. 

First instance of the four na- 
tional networks joining hands for 
a series of programs brought 
White House praise for the in- 
dustry Saturday (31). Official 
commendation set the stage for 
the debut of the 52-week sched- 
ule dramatizing the country’s 
wartime resources and activities. 

‘This is welcome evidence of 
the desire of one of this nation’s 
great industries, working in 
complete cooperation with the 
government, to render useful and 
constructive service,’ the White 
House said, noting that never 
before have combined web facili- 
ties been devoted to a regular 
series of broadcasts and that the 
Saturday night feature will be 
aired by 500 outlets. 








— 

vertising. ‘Power for advertising 
purposes,’ Warne declared, ‘must 
give way.” The Consumers’ Union 


head urged organization of consum- 
ers ‘for their own’ protection.’ He 
told of encouragement given to such 
organization by the Office of Price 
Management and of his association’s 
activities in this line. Consumer 
groups should cooperate with their 
local rationing boards, Werne un- 
derlined. 


He detailed the results obtained by 
‘a young woman who inserted a 
two-inch advertisement in a Syra- 
cuse newspaper. The ad, after 
pointing out that milk prices were 
@oing up, asked housewives what 
they proposed to do about it—‘the 
producers and the distributors are 
already organized.’ Literally thou- 
sands of housewives 
Warne said. 

High taxes on those in a position 
best able to pay them, ‘avoidance of 
gales taxes’ and levies falling heavi- 
est on the ‘submerged’ segment of 
the population, a check on the pres- 
ent speculation in commodities and 
@ curb on over-buying by the 
Wealthy were among other sugges- 
tions by the Consumers’ Union 
prexy. 





MORALE SERIES 


BUDGET DOWN 
TO 358,000 


Over-all production cost for the 
U.S. government morale series which 
starts on all the crosscountry net- 
works Feb. 14 will be $58,000. This 
expense will be divided equally 
among them. The estimate which 
had Originally been submitted to 
them by H. L. McClinton, the series’ 
Producer, was $70,000. 

The reduction was worked out at 
, meeting in Washington last week 

etween McClinton and representa- 
tives of the networks. As director of 


@ programs 
down for $250 a week, 








responded, | 





The Cloak of War 





This war, and any war, provides a cloak 
under which the private points of view of bu- 
reaucrats or pressure groups can sometimes be 
jammed through in the guise of war necessity 
but actually with little real war connection. 
This suspicion is certainly justified in the light 
of certain movements already noted. Among 
the latter is the propaganda that in order to 
conserve electrical power, as a war measure, 
radio should be curbed. The question arises 
as to whether the proponents of this measure 
really mean ‘curb radio’ or instead mean 
‘abolish radio advertising.’ There is a con- 
siderable difference. 





Anti-advertising legislation is unlikely to 
pass Congress, but anti-advertising interpreta- 
tions of war requirements by ‘consumer-biased’ 
bureaucrats are entirely plausible. It’s just 
something more for businessmen to worry 
about. 





Force or cunning can in wartime accomplish 
purposes impossible to direct attack under nor- 
mal conditions. It is not easy for the injured 
parties to reply. There is a natural reluctance 
to seem to be putting selfish commercial in- 
terest ahead of winning the war. Hence this 
diffidence can be exploited by bureaucrats or 
idealists or reformers who have little trouble 
rationalizing an identification of their private 
opinions with patriotism. 





Prohibition was jammed down the national 
throat in the last war and we suffered 13 years 
of a confounded nuisance, a deterioration of 
morals and overwhelming temptation to cor- 
ruption. It may be as easy to slide some 
measures through in this conflict that will be 
as difficult to get rid of afterwards as was pro- 
hibition. 


Advertising is under constant attack from 
groups who recognize it as a symbol of ‘the 
old ways’ which they wish undermined on the 
grounds that these were always and uniformly 
and utterly ‘wrong ways.’ Hit advertising and 
the whole present American system of mass 
distribution will start to wobble—that seems 
to be the strategy. 





This is not to argue—and no clear-eyed ad- 
vertising or radio man should make such an 
attempt—that bad taste, unnecessary bombast, | 
foolish endorsement stuff does not find a con- 
genial ‘environment in copy-writing depart- 
ments all too often. 


Radio must also act, and act fast, to remove 
all possibility of widespread criticism of itself 
in the matter of commercials awkwardly im- 
bedded in war newscasts. In these sudden 
switchovers from the normal to the abnormal 
copy-writers often lag. They need to be jolted 
up to date because, as in so many other mat- 
ters, the whole industry often pays for the 
thoughtlessness of a single merchandizer. The 
news spowsorship problem is only one sphere 
of difficulty. Radio happens to be vulnerable 
here more than elsewhere. 





Nor is it desirable ever to impugn the patri- 
otism of anybody. Different types of person- 
alities and viewpoints will react differently 
and perhaps quite sincerely to the appeals of 
the Government. Nonetheless, it can hardly 
be denied that there is a lot of self-draping in 
the Stars and Stripes behind which private- 
ends-called-war-essentials are advanced. 


Business, and radio more than the average 


has a colossal job of public relations on its | 


hands in this war. 
The enemy is prejudice. 





Niles Trammell Rests 


From Sudden Operation; 
Mullen Handles Duties 


Niles Trammell, NBC president, 
was reported yesterday (Tuesday) at 
Roosevelt hospital as coming along 
nicely from the appendix operation 
which was performed last Wednes- 
day night (28) after it first seemed 
he would avoid an operation, Peri- 
tonitis had set in but it was quickly 
brought under control. 





radio 


‘V-Speakers’ 42 
Version of 1917 
War ‘Minute Men’ 


_—_— 


Chicago, Feb. 8, 
Having organized its 
technicians 
WBEM now plans to use its studios 
}and personne] for 


War Regulations End 
Giveaway of Aeroplane, 





Brown & Williamson Tobacco is 


on NBC with the ‘Capt. Flagg-Serst. 
Quirt’ combination Feb. 13. 
niche is Friday, 10-10:30 p.m. Gov- 


civilians eliminated the 
program’s chief giveaway. 

The Blue Network had the week 
before announced that it was going 


school for ‘Destiny’ 


and operators, 


a free school to 








B&W Buys ‘Flagg-Quirt’ 





Norman Corwin is| 


Pin. Tray yyy Sret seegl in & WOOk | t sin ‘Minute Men’ speakers in co-| to carry ‘Capt. Flagg’ as a sustainer. 
. operation with the United States coctpeetctnesapnceenvenssonsespeseennannsstns 
Mullen’s Double Duty Treasury Dept 

Frank Mullen, veepee and general WBBM will give course to special- A WORD OF SYMPATHY 
manager of NBC, is carrying the|ly chosen men and women from 

burden of Trammell’s duties during | some 500 volunteers of the Treasury| For the Dilemmas Confronting 

the latter’s absence. Department’s Speakers’ Bureau. Radio News Editors 

— To be known as V-Speakers, these _ 
people will devote their tonsils to Minneapolis, Feb. 3. 
HOMER FICKETT EAST the promotion of sales of defense Declaring that ‘radio news has had 





Z. Wayne Griffin Directing Western 
‘Cavalcade’ Programs 





Homer Fickett, who has 
bicycling between New 
Hollywood with ‘Cavalcade of Amer- 
ica,’ has returned east to remain in- 
definitely. He'll handle the show 
when it airs from New York. Z. 
Wayne Griffin will direct the Coast 
originations. 

Merle Oberon guests on the show 
Feb. 16 in an adaptation of ‘Dark 
Angel’ and Tyrone Power takes the 
spot the following week (23) in a 
briefie of ‘Arrowsmith. Raymond 
Massey plays the lead this Monday 
night (9) in his third performance 
as Lincoln in the Sherwood-Sand- 
burg ‘The War Years.’ Series is on 
NBC-Red (WEAF) for Du Pont, 
through B. B. D. & O. 





Eldon Hazard Into Army 
Eldon Hazard has resigned from 
the sales staff of Radio Sales, Inc., to 


enter the U. S. Army. 
He was formerly with B.B.D. & O. 





Edward Hoffman, head of WMIN, 
Minneapolis, is taking his mid-win- 
ter vacation in Mexico. Second 
visit there in two years, 


been 
York and |} 





bonds and stamps. These people are 
laymen without any basic knowledge 


of the art of public speaking To | 
assure them this training, WBBM | 
will give them an intensive two- 


week speaking course 
and will be especially instructed in 
the practical use of the microphone 
and the public address system. 

This will be a free school, and will 


train the ‘Minute Men’ in the vari- 
ous phases of speaking, both prac- 
tical and theoretical. 


MAY ‘MOVE IRENE RICH 


CBS Makes Suggestion to Welch’s 
Grape Juice 








CBS has offered Welch’s Grape 
Juice (Irene Rich) the Friday 10- 
10:15 p.m. spot, provided that the | 


former’s Sunday night neighbor on | 
the Blue Network, Bristol-Myers | knows more than he can tell you, | 


(Dinah Shore) moves along with it. 
That would give Miss Shore the! 
Friday 10:15-10:30 period on Colum- 
bia. 

What has caused Welch to think 
about making a change is the fact 
that the Fred Allen show is slated 
to become opposition. Allen 
places the Ford program in Colum- 
bia’s 9 to 10 p.m. span March 8. 


at the station, | 


re- | 
| fice and 





|a tough week,’ George Grim, of Star 
| Journal, declared in his Sunday col- 


BUT WASHINGTON 
GALLO IT olLLy 


Washington, Feb. 3. 
Suggestion that radio listening 
may kave to be curtailed in efforts 
to reduce power consumption drew 
a chiding comment from Neville 








replacing its ‘Wings of Destiny’ show|Harbor and the 
The | 


ernment’s shutdown on airplanes for | 


‘umn that the first application of the | 
| services, and I would like to call to 


radio censorship code here caused 
no end of confusion because there 
was disagreement among the news 
commentators regarding the number 
of names of Minnesota boys who 
landed in Ireland with the A.E.F, 
they could give out over the air. 
Some thought ‘none.’ Others, how- 
lever, read names 

‘The matter of interpreting the 
code is certain to lead to more dif- 
ficulty unless the government broad- 
ens definite ‘musts’ and ‘must nots’,’ 
commented Grim. ‘The poor radio 
|newscaster, who knows you can’t 
broadcast weather or production fig- 
fures or troop movements wonders, 
'for instance, if Minnesota names 
|might be considered part of ‘troop 
| movements.’ 

‘Pity your radio newscaster. 





He 


'but how much he tells is a matter 
that bothers his sleep.’ 





Lucille Norman, WLW, Cincinnati, 


Miller last week. The N. A. B. 
|prexy told Chairman Leland Olds, 
jof the Federal Power Commission, 
that receivers cannot by any con- 
| cept be placed in the ‘luxury’ cate- 
| gory and suggested 
ment anxiety for 
shows clearly other 
agree. 

Miller was irked by Olds’ testi- 
money before the House Appropria- 


the Govern- 
gratis airings 
Federal officials 











Far-Fetched Idea 


Washington, Feb. 3. 

The Government contemplates 
no request for the curtailment of 
radio listening to conserve elec- 
trical energy. 

Edward Falck, assistant chief 
of the power branch of the War 
Production Board, which office 
would issue any power conserva- 
tion order, declared today (Tues- 
day) it was ‘unreasonable and 
far-fetched’ to expect that there 
would be any need for asking 
that radios be used less fre- 
quently. 





— 





tions Committee recently. Discuss« 
ing the threatened shortage of elec- 
tricity for vital war production, the 
F. P. C. boss remarked that listen- 
ing in the home may have to be for- 
bidden because radio is ‘essentially’ 

one of the unnecessary consumers of 





The solution is good will. | juice. 


‘Even if home listening were con- 
fined to entertainment, we feel that 
its description as a ‘luxury’ could be 
challenged in days when main- 
tenance of morale is only one of the 
many functions that the broadcast- 
ing industry is performing to fur- 
ither the country’s war effort,’ the 
|N. A. B. prexy shot back. 

Lively Interest in Newscasts 

Remarking on the audience for the 
President’s fireside chat after Pearl 
lively interest in 
news broadcasts, Miller added: 

‘As you may know, the Army, the 
Navy and the Marine Corps are us- 
ing radio extensively for recruiting 
purposes. The United States Civil 





| Service Commission is using it for 

the purpose of recruiting skilled 

workers for war industries. The 
|Treasury Department relies upon 
|}radio to assist in the sale of bonds 
land s stamps, and radio has accounted 
| for many millions of dollar vyorth 
| of sales of these securities that 


| would not otherwise have been ob- 
tained. The Office of Civilian De- 
fense and other morale agencies 
have turned to radio for assistance 
and it has been willingly given. 
‘The activities mentioned above 
are but a few of the broadcasting 
industry’s many wartime public 





your particular attention to the fact 


| that broadcasters are performing all 


lof the 


above-mentioned services 
without cost to the Government.’ 


WHAT ARE WE 
DOING TO WIN 
THE WAR’ 


Cleveland, Feb. 8. 
Hickok Oil of Toledo will sponsor 
over WHK a series of discussions 
(between two station announcers) 
on the subject ‘What Are We Doing 
te Win the War?’ Reports of prog- 








| 


some radio auditioning in New York | 
last week for the William Morris of- | 


the Young & Rubicam ! 


| 
| contralto, took screen tests and did | 
| 


agency. 


ress in camps, factories, bond sales, 
etc., will be given under the title 
‘March of Victory.’ 


Sponsor will distribute data and 
pictures for use in schoolrooms as 
a tie-up with the program. 
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NBC Strictly Conforms To Censorship, |,..°°"*<""._.| In Praise of the Dream Dinner : 


Neihengen Are Set 


Doesn't Report Irish Incident On | ,,,.....,...°%e 22:2. |Sett Cook Book Via Discs On Which Celebs Smack 


work offices here were named by Their Lips Retrospectively 


J 8 e 
-p. E. R. Borroff, with E. J. Huber ™ = 
Shortwave Until Direct Okay Is Given : =" 2 re) ce punt atesann 


























° — rot} x | y arke 2 ary P . 
| + fice of Batten, Barton, Durstine & restaurant, N. Y., will mc. a half- | Ned Sparks, Rosemary Lane, Ilka 
: Osborne agency to take over as man- | Chase and George Jessel. 


hour transcription show, ‘The Meet) 


Biggest single American propa- |‘ ager of the promotion department. . Miss Carroll will do five or sis 
fe mga os the war—landing «| Youth Makes = Record’ | Gil Berry has been appointed lo- lof Your Life.’ Stunt calls for celebs | platters. Paul Lukas is her first 2% 
Seattle, Feb. 3. | cal sales manager, and Rudi Neu-|to talk about their most memorable | terviewee. Kermit-Raymond Corp 

the AEF in Ireland last week—was KOL has sold a half hour pro-/} bauer has been added to that sales ey is producing, with Stanley Wolf 
muted completely for 24 hours by staff. 'scripting and Ray Green directing, 


ram, based on the device of ama- | - g by Cuneo 
€ Ray Neihengen is sales traffic chief | Show is sponsored 


three an erhaps more the most 
= dp P of teurs listening over the air to their and R. &. Peterson is new office | Press, Chicago, on behalf of a new 


important shortwave outlets in the 
United States. Failure to get the |own recorded voices, to the ieee manager, cook book it is publishing. Jack Foster, announcer, moved up 
og Baws en the o& to Exrope re sen Candy Co. Five disks already cut. Crosby | last week to the new WCKY, Cincin- 
‘sulted from uncertainty as to the| It's tagged ‘Youth Makes a Record’ Seattle—Hal Thomas now an-/Gaige and George Ross, N.Y. World-/ nati, post of night manager, created 
application of the censorship code to | and the disks are given to the mak- | nouncing at KOL, Seattle. Formerly Telegram columnist, m.c.’d_ those.| to handle the station’s growing vol- 
the international stations. _ ers after the broadcast. at KFPY, Spokane. * Guests include Elsa Maxwell, Gert-| ume of war-time activities. 

Trio of transmitters which are 
definitely known to have refused to 
broadcast the landing are NBC's 
WNBI and WRCA, and Westing- 
house’s WBOS, which is permanently 
hitched to and programmed by 
NBC. Although announcement of 
the AEF came from the White House 
and was carried by the news serv- 
ices, NBC didn’t air it because it was 
under the impression that censorial 
code prohibited mentioning troop 
movements unless it was given spe- 
cific permission. 

, This permission would ordinarily 
be contained in one of the half- 

: dozen to a dozen ‘directives’ the 
shortwavers are fed each day by 
the Coordinator of Information and 
the Coordinator of Inter-American 
Affairs. These ‘directives’ instruct 
the stations in what they can men- 
tion, what they can’t mention, what 
should be played up and what 
should be played down. 

Inasmuch as it got no ‘directive,’ 
NBC remained mum. Offices of the 

} two coordinators apparently never 
thought to send one, figuring that 
inasmuch as it was a White House 

announcement and so widely carried 

by the wire services, stations would 

naturally pick it up. Staff member 
of one of the Government agencies 
suddenly discovered in amazement 
the next day that NBC hadn’t aired 
the landing. Point was immediately 
cleared up and the stations then put 
it on the ether. 

Meantime, CBS had waited for no 
instructions and had the AEF story 
on the air in German less than 15 
minutes after the White House an- 
nouncement was made. It came at 
1 p.m., just at the start of a 15- 
minute news broadcast to Germany, 
and before the end of the program 
it had been bulletinned in. It was 
pounded in various languages all 
through the day and night. 

CBS beat BBC to the air with the 
story by an hour. BBC, recognizing 
the full propaganda value of the 
move, sent it out in a continuous 
barrage to Europe, Africa and Asia 
in 24 sig sch a el 


BACK TO NBC 
WITH BETTER 
JOBS 















































ai 
ih 
Ht 








i 
H 
; 























Three former NBC employees, 
dropped by the network in various 
purges in the past, were hired back 
last week. All were given better 
jobs than those they previously held 

al the company. 

Joseph Seiferth, who was dropped 
from the pageboy staff only a few 
months ago because he was rated to 
have no future with the company, 
returned as a member of the sales 
staff of the Blue network.: In the 
interim he was a producer-writer 
with an independent program pro- 
duction firm. ‘ 

Don Witty, formerly an office boy 
in the script department, returned as 
@ continuity writer-producer in NBC 
radio-recording after less than a 

& month’s absence. Robert Myers, 

i dropped from the statistics depart- 
ment in 1939 and recently with the 
National Association of Broadcasters 
in Washington, has been rehired for 
statistical and research work. 


WFENC, Fayetteville, N.C., 
On Mutual As No. 197 


Station WFNC, Fayetteville, N.C., 
— the Mutual network effective 

unday (8), bringing the total num- 
ber of affiliates to 197. 

Outlet operates on 1450 ke. with 
250 watts power. 
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Diana, John Barrymore 
May Share Bard on Wax 


An off-the-line recording was 
made of the ‘Romeo and Juliet’ bal- 
cony scene as enacted on Rudy Val- 
lee (Sealtest) program Thursday 
night (29) by John Barrymore and 
his daughter Diana. 

Deal is under discussion with Vic- 
tor for this new Barrymore combina- 
tion to do a series of Shakespearean 
platters. 





MBS Names Anzac Rep 


W. A. O’Carroll, Chicago Tribune 
correspondent in Sydney, is now 
acting as Mutual correspondent in 
Australia. 

He wil] be heard weekly. 








Des Moines—Duane Peterson, head 
of the auditing department of the 
Iowa Broadcasting Co., has joined 
the navy. Jules Hack, KSO an- 
nouncer, with U. S. Coast Guard. 





FCC’s Air Raid 


Washington, Feb. 3. 

Participants at the press-radio 
hearing and spectators, startled 
by the gong, joined all FCC per- 
sonnel in the agency's first air 
raid drill Wednesday (28). 

Only two minutes were re- 
quired to evacuate the 600 em- 


ployees to designated places of 
refuge in the New Post Office 
Department building. 





Syndicated ‘Jane Arden’ 


On Home Town Station 


Des Moines, Feb. 3. 

KSO has new serial, ‘Jane Arden 
written around the Register and 
Tribune’s syndicated comic, ‘The 4d 
ventures of Jane Arden. It’s heard 
on many other stations throughout 
the country by transcription. 

May Floyd Sinex, Chicago radio 
artist, who is the wife of Gene Shu- 

mate, KSO-KRNT sports commenia 
tor has the title role. 


























The best informed man 


in the world 


ERB CHASON hasn’t been to town for weeks. Passed a couple of 


friends on the road, though 


his neighbors did last week. 


,and got some of the news about what 


But Herb knows what happened today on the Malayan Coast, and he 


could give you a pretty fair picture of the shifting battle between Russia 


and Germany (even saying Kuibyshev so you could understand 


What’s 


s more 


, he’s got a lot of personal admiration for Donald Nelson, 


and he and Mrs. Chason have $60 saved for a Defense Bond. 


Not that men and women in his county look up to Herb especially. 


Most everything he knows, they know. So do the people in Barton, 


twenty miles away, and so do the people in Memphis, where the Chasons 


go once or twice a year. 


Not everybody, of course, gets all his news from radio the way Herb 


Chason does. But millions like Herb on farms, and in small towns, do get 


ail their news from radio most of the time. And millions more who are 


eacer readers of the daily press are still more eager radio listeners. 


The Columbia Network has 89 regularly scheduled news broadcasts 


each week —some from Batavia and Moscow and London, 


going stral ight 


to Herb Chason. And some from CBS news headquarters in New York — 


the famous Studio 9. 


The 


journalism. 


CBS news staff is generally conceded 


And throughout the war, it will devote itself to see! 


to be outs standin 


in radio 


ne to it 


that Herb Chason and his 130,000,000 fellow Americans remain the 


“best informed people in the world.” 


COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 





WAR NEWS, AD COPY CLASH 


‘SALESMANSHIP AT 
AWKWARD POINTS 


Meeting Held in Washington 
Concerning Problem of 
Commercials in Midst of 
World - Shattering Events 
—Webs Already Taking 
Drastic Steps to Conform 





EMBARRASSMENTS 


Office of Facts and Figures at a 
meeting in Washington Saturday 
(31) with representatives of the 
four national networks and Neville 
Miller, president of the National 
Association of Broadcasters, took up 
the matter of eliminating the mid- 
dle commercial from news and com- 
mentator programs and the use of 
news items as a springboard for com- 
mercials. 
presided over by W. B. Lewis, of 
the O.F.F., dealt generally with ways 
and means of handling the news 
more intelligently. 


It was suggested that commen- 
tators and newscasters could ex- 
ercise better direction in drawing 
a line of demarcation between news 
and commercial and in refraining 
from marring the affects of im- 
portant news items on listeners. Note 
was made of the fact that some 
news broadcasters even split their 
review of the Roberts report on 
Pearl Harbor so that the usual com. 
mercial could be interpolated. 

Since the war began the delicacies 
involved in unintentional (and in- 
tentional) juxtapositions of -sales 
copy and _ world-shattering news 
items have multiplied rapidly. Ad- 
men urging purchases to ‘aid the 
war’ have been called offside. More 
generally its a matter of taste and 
judgment, latent aversions to copy 
excesses come to the fore more read- 
ily under crisis conditions. 

It’s noted that many commercial 
newscasts now allow several sec- 
onds to elapse before and after the 
advertising so that no embarrassing 
blendings of what is said before or 
afterwards can be exploited by 
enemies of all ee eevee. 


CBS, NBC MEN 
QUIT SINGAPORE 


NBC and Columbia’s Singapore 
correspondents have quit the island, 
as requested by British military au- 


tnorities, 





Martin Agronsky, NBC’s staff man 
in the Far East, has moved to Aus- 
tralia, while Cecil Brown, the CBS 
eporter, is now in Batavia awaiting 

: portation to the sam« 


IBEW SETTLEMENT WIT 


| 
| 


WABC IS ARBITRATED 


Long-standing dispute be 


tween the 
Broadcast division of the Interna- 
tional Brotherhood of _ Electrical 


Workers (AFL) and WABC, key out- 
let of CBS in New York, has been 
settled by arbitration and a new 
contract has been signed for 
neers at the station. Pact 
4@chnicians wage raises based on 
length of service and averaging 
about 13%. It expires next fall. 
Union’s contracts with WQXR and 


engi- 
gives the 





WEVD, New York, were renewed a3 

of Dec. 31 for one year each. Those 

deals also involved wage boosts. 
Portland, Ore.—Mary Fran Leary 


to KOIN-KALE staff from Oregon 
Journal to be program manager 
Henry (Hank) Swartwood’s aide. 
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XEQ Baits Bashful Mexican 


Housewives With Prizes By 
' Phone Stunt; Dept. Store Sponsors 


Today I Am A Man 





Mexico City, Feb. 3. 

XEQ (50,000 watts) is the first 
one in Mexico City to cop a depart- 
ment store account. That was 
baited through Carlos Riveroll del 
Prado’s ‘Say it by Telephone’ pro- 
gram, weekly 30 minuter. Atoyac 
is the store that sponsors. 

Idea is a shopper’s club, to get 
addresses and phone numbers. Each 
week, 15 to 20 of the members are 
called by phone from XEQ and the 
answers are miked. Every woman 
who answers her call gets a prize. | 
Those who are not too shy to speak | 


up for airing about questions con-| ()’ Keefe’s Beverages Uses 
film stars, love, astrology and other | Elissa Landi As Visiting 
Star to Launch Series 


things that can be made public, re-| 
Toronto, Feb. 3. 


ceives an award that is thrice the} 
value of that for merely answering | 
the calls. | 

Majority of the femmes called are 
willing to answer questions from 
XEQ for broadcasting. O’Keefe’s Beverages Ltd., of To- 

ronto, started sponsorship Sunday 

night (1) of a new variety-dramatic 

show produced by Rai Purdy and 

originating at station CFRB, Toronto. 
It will ballyhoo Canada’s war effort 
and charities. A. McKim is the 
agency. 

Series will have guest names and 
a youth orchestra. Elissa Landi was 
the debut guest, planing in from New 
York for the date. 
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Mexico City, Feb. 3. 


Carlos Amador, 20, local ama- 
tuer program winner made a 
special trip to Buenos Aires to 
wed Margo Lopez, of Argentin- 
ian troupe of juve theatrical en- 
tertainers. 

As wedding present upon re- 
turn here he was hired as a pro- 
fessional announcer for XEW. 

















More Blurbs on CFCF 
Montreal, Feb. 3. 

CFCF has sold following: 

Lever Bros. (Lifebuoy Soap), 260 
spot announcements, 

Standard Brands (Magic Baking 
Powder), 270 spot announcements. 

Standard Brands (Fleischmann’s 
oat), 270 spot announcements. 

















IS AVAILABLE 
For Sponsorship in Your City 


Here’s the easiest “sale” you ever made! FULTON 
LEWIS, JR., is the man of the hour with the news of 
the day. 

Now sponsored on 59 Mutual stations from coast to coast 
and available for sponsorship in your city at @ talent 
charge amounting to your ONE TIME QUARTER HOUR 
RATE PER WEEK! 

Fulton Lewis, Jr.'s popularity is as sensational as the trail 
of sales successes he has created for advertisers from coast 
to coast. From bakeries to banks—coffee to coats—spon- 
sors are selling merchandise and renewing contracts for 
this outstanding news commentator—broadcasting 5 times 


weekly from the studios of Station WOL in the Nation's 
Capital. 






For further information—wire, phone 
or write: WM. B, DOLPH. 


wast 
MUTUAL BROADCASTING SYSTEM 
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SHPO OH 


IN ARGENTINA 


By RAY JOSEPHS 


Buenos Aires, Jan. 29. 

Radio Belgrano (LR3) increases 
network. Primera Cadena de Broad- 
casting, to include Radio Carve 
(CX16) and Voz del Aire (CX24) 
both across the River Plate, in Mon- 
tevidec, Uraguay. Move represents 
first by an Argentine network in this 
direction. Emilio P. Rossi, named as 
representative and plans under way 
for interchange of programs. 


4. + 
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Farmacia Inglesa Mendez, English 
drug chain, inaugurates new series 
on Radio Argentina (LR2) using or- 
chestra of Mauro Villi, Teofilo Ibanez 
and Perlita Mora, Oscar Alonso and 
l.a Cuyaniita. 





Yerba Salus (mate) on Radio 
fundo (LR1) drawing unusual at- 
tention with new kid star ‘Chispita’ 
(Sparklet’ who's already being hailed 
as the Argentine Shirley Temple. 
Script by Jaime Font, Saravia for 
the Wednesday and Sunday noon 
time show. Orchestras of D’Arrienzo 
and Dajos Bela give program a top 
class presentation. 





‘Gente de Cine’ (Film Folks) pro- 
gram on Radio Prieto (LS2) marks 
third anniversary with turnout of 
Argentine stars including Pedro Lo- 
pez Lagar, Angel Magana, Delia 
Garces, June Marlowe, Silvan Roth 
and Francisco Alvarez. Show is a 
two-man affair run by Roland and 
Pinson, daily at 4 p.m. with chit- 
chat, guest stars and o.0.’s of local 
and Hollywood picts. 





Mundo has contracted Mexican 
singer Elvira Rios, just here from 
successful New York season. 





Special web lined up by Radio 
Stentor (LS8) to cover Gran Premio 
del Sur 1942, international auto race, 
which runs through Argentina, Chile, 
Uruguay and Paraguay. Event com- 
parable in interest to the U. S. 
World Series, will have most expen- 
Sive radio coverage ever arranged 
here with 14 short and long-wave 
stations handling both transmission 
and pickups. Show being run by 
Proventas, S. A., who have conces- 
sions for all advertising tieups. 
Palmolive (U1S soap) to increase 
series on Belgrano during ’42. New 
show scripted by Lalo Harbin and 
Luis Angel Iribarren, uses comics 
Buono-Striano who are a kind of 
Argentine Laurel and Hardy, orches- 
tra of Francisco Canaro, singers Er- 
nesto Fama and Francisco Amor. 





Atkinsons (English perfume) 
signed for Mundo's Azul and Blanca 
network for series by Rafael Garcia 
Ibanez, and starring Blanquita del 





Prado and Francisco de Paula. Pro- 
gram will have a Ripley ‘Believe It 
or Not’ touch with curiosities, extra- 
yrdinary events, scientific discoveries, 
etc. dramatized. 


WRITERS GUILD 
TALKS TO NBC 


Radio Writers Guild has opened 
negotiations with NBC for a contract 
covering writers in the news depart- 
ment. Existing contracts cover the 
network’s dramatic and continuity 
scripters. 

Guild also has contracts for dra- 
matie and news writers at CBS. 


"REHEARSALS FOR AIR’ 
SPONSORED IN MEXICO 


Mexico City, Feb. 8. 

‘Rehearsals for the Air,’ broadcasts 
of actual studio preparations for 
shows, weekly 30-minute program at 
local station XEQ has been renewed 
by its sponsor, General Electric 
Mazda—de Lima. 

Tomas Perrin, Jr., film juvenile, 
conducts program. 

















1.Q. As Sustainer 
Mexico City, Feb. 3. 
Dr. I. Q. is being continued as a 
regular weekly feature by radio sta- 
tion XEQ here on a sustaining basis. 
Doc was originally sponsored by 
Canada Dry of Mexico. XEQ has 
built up this quiz program to the ex- 





tent of considerable fan following. 


Canadian Convention Topics 





Montreal, Feb. 3. 


Subjects expected to come up for discussion at next week’s conven- 
tion here of the Canadian Association of Broadcasters are: 

Standardization of station rate structures. 

Yardsticks for measurement of station overage in Canada. 

Policy on free time donations to Government, patriotic, religious and 


non-commercial projects. 
National wartime finance. 


Priority and engineering problems. 
Station-advertising agency relations. 
General feeling is that industry enjoys sympathetic relationship 


with Government at this time. 
at the banquet. . 


Many high officials will be on the dais 


Glenn Bannerman will preside at all meetings as president of the 
association, now a paid job as with the N.A.B. in the States. 











Canadian Broadcasters Assn. to Meet 


Next Monday (9) at Windsor, Montreal 





NBC Adds 4 In Mexico 


NBC has added four more Mexican 
stations to its Pan American Net- 
work, bringing the list to 124 outlets. 

The newcomers are XEBA, Guz- 
man; XEBX, Sabinas; XEDE, Saltillo, 
and XEDF, Los Mochis. 








Mexican Government To 
Assume All Debts Of 
XEFO, Party Mouthpiece 


Mexico City, Feb. 3. 

Creditors of local radio station 
XEFO, mouthpiece of the Party of 
the Mexican Revolution, which has 
for some time run in the red, have 
been given good news by Antonio 
Villalobos, president of the Party. 
He announced that the federal gov- 
ernment has agreed to underwrite 
the liabilities of XEFO and pay all 
its debts in full and pronto. 

President Manuel Avila Camacho, 
Villalobos said, is personally inter- 
ested in keeping this station going 
and in good order for he considers 
it to be a highly valuable vehicle 
for the broadcasting of culture. 

XEFO and the other government 
station here, XEUZ, operated by the 
Ministry of the Interior, have started 
a weekly ‘Youth Hour’ program. 


REPEAT MURROW SPEECH 


Public Hears Lecture Over, KIRO in 
His Home State 
Seattle, Feb. 3. 
KIRO aired a transcription of Ed- 
ward Murrow’s Tuesday night 
speech here on Friday night (30) at 
10:45 so the thousands who tried to 
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Montreal, Feb. 3. 

The Canadian Association of 
Broadcasters holds its annual conven- 
tion here Feb. 9-10-11 at the Wind- 
sor hotel. Neville Miller, paid pres- 
ident of the Naiional Association of 
Broadcasters, will come here from 
Washington to address the Monday 
(9) luncheon meeting. He will re- 
fer to government-incustry relations 
in the United States. 

Canadian broadcasters will have 
a press room and will issue daily 
Statements for what is expected to 
be their biggest convention. Tues- 
day and Wednesday sessions will 
be closed. Frank Ryan, of Canada’s 
Wartime Prices Board, will speak at 
Tuesday’s luncheon, and William L. 
Shirer will be speaker at the formal 
banquet that night. Press will be 
admitted to latter. 





Pirate Stations Whoop It 


Up for ‘Invincible’ Axis 
Mexico City, Feb. 3. 

Radio experts have been rushed by 
the Ministry of Communications and 
Public Works, ruler of Mexico’s air 
affairs, to Guanajuato and Queretaro 
states, to track down pirate stations 
that are getting with much 
Nazi and Japanese propaganda, stuff 


slanted to make it appear that the 
Axis has won or will win the war. 

Stations are also receiving code 
messages which the Ministry has not 
yet been able to decipher. Most 
active of these stations are function- 
ing around Dolores Hidalgo. 

There will be, in addition to 
Neville Miller, representatives from 
each of the four networks in the 


away 


get tickets to the lecture could hear | United States, NBC, CBS, Blue and 


Murrow’s speech. Listeners 
also urged to send in donations to 
the Red Cross, as all proceeds of the 
lecture went to that 
Murrow even waiving his fee. 
Station also carried an interview 


Bellingham. 


were | Mutual. 


| 


organization, | 


| 


Lynne C. Smeby of N.A.B. 
will also be present. 

Herbert Lash, director of infor- 
mation of the Canadian Government 
and Joseph W. G. Clark, director of 


with Murrow and his mother. father | Public relations for the Canadian 
and brother, all of whom live in| Army and Air Force, will also be 


heard by convention. 




















oe 























c 
e 
a 
S 
r 
\ 
€ 
f 
n 
C 
f 


ao 7 


id sl 


a ae SS ee he 


._*% 


an Gat oh Go Ge OS oo oe 


dee ee a a, i 
































Wednesday, February 4, 1942 


VARIETY 


RADIO 29 





RISK LIVES T 


SOME DISPUTE 
VES’ TESTIMONY 


Academic Question Now 
Rages Between Value of 
Constant Repetition of 
News Beamed at Nazi- 
Bossed Lands as Against 
Inclusion of Yankee Music 








LATIN CASE DIFFERENT 





There is an academic controversy 
‘mildly’ raging between New York 
and Washington as to whether more 
or less news should be included in 
the shortwave programs beamed at 
German-dominated countries from 
the United States. The two view- 
points are as follows: 

(1) Europeans risk imprisonment 
to listen to foreign shortwave at 
all, therefore they are probably not 
in a mood for entertainment but for 
outside information. 

(2) Against this it is argued that 
shortwave radio should not forget 
showmanship. Too much slanted 
news may rob U. S. programs of the 
advantage they always’ enjoyed. 
Spanish civil war and other Eu- 
ropean experience testifies that bored 
peoples will risk theii lives for jazz 
as readily as for news. 

On this score it is noted that both 
Britain and Germany give plenty of 
valuable shortwave time to musi- 
cal and entertainment programs and 
that Italy, which has the smallest 
audience of the three countries, uses 
the U. S. system of continuous news 
broadcasts rotated in various lan- 
guages. 

Continuous round of news, of 
course, gets pretty dull because not 
enough happens between sessions in 
any one language to have all fresh 
stuff each time. So it’s pretty much 
rehash, spaced out with the tons of 
verbiage poured into the stations 
via teletype each day by the Gov- 
ernment’s two ‘psychological war- 
fare’ agencies, the Offices of Coordi- 
nator of Information (Donovan) and 
Coordinator of Inter-American Af- 
fairs (Rockefeller). 

Incidentally, in the recently-pub- 
lished ‘Radio Goes to War,’ author 
Charles Rollo contends that Hitler 
and Goebbels have no false impres- 
sions that people believe the lies on 
the Berlin radio. He says there is 
no attempt to make people believe 
them. Whole object, Rollo states, is 
to confuse the issue and have listen- 
ers mistrust everyone else’s broad- 
casts, too, so that they believe the 
truth no more than they do the un- 
truths. 


3,300 SCHOOLS 
TAKE PROGRAM 





Fort Worth, Feb. 8. 

More than 3,500 schools in 218 
Texas counties have reported using 
the ‘Texas School of the Air’ pro- 
gtams, according to a survey made 
recently by that organizatiun. This 
is the only state in the Union with 
& state-supported radio program of 
this character. State Department of 
Education employs John Gunstream 
as its director. 

WBAP, here, has originated the 
greatest number of educational pro- 
grams for the air school per month. 
Other participating stations are 
WFAA, Dallas; WOAI, San Antonio; 


KPRC, Houston, and KGNC. 
Amarillo. 





Edward Battey Promoted 

Edward Battey, Jr., research di- 
of the Compton agency, has 
Cen made a vice-president of the 
company. 

He has been with Compton 15 
years and in charge of the research 
department Since 1931, 
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Danny Kaye on Schaefer 
As Formula Is Changed 


Schaefer Brewing has moved its 
‘Schaefer Revue’ from 7:30-8 p.m. 
Thursdays locally on WJZ, New 
York, to 7:30-8 p.m. Wednesdays on 
WEAF, New York. Guest-name pol- 
icy has also been instituted for the 
series. 

Spotted for the show next week 
(11) is harmonica player Larry Ad- 
ler. Tonight’s (Wednesday) guest is 
Danny Kaye, star of ‘Let’s Face It,’ 
at the Imperial] theatre, N. Y Allan 


' Roth’s orchestra and chorus provides 


music for the stanza. 
is the agency. 


B. B. D. & O. 





Niagara Falls, N. Y.—Edmund 
Little, actor from WEBR, Buffalo, 


has joined spieling staff of WHLD 


It’s ‘War Time’ Feb. 9 





The phrase ‘War Time’ in- 
stead of ‘daylight saving time’ 
will be used in all contracts, 
statements and announcements 
of the Blue Network. 

This conforms to the Presi- 
dent’s suggestion. 











FCC Okays N. C. Outlet 


Charlotte, N. C., Feb. 3. 


The Federal Communications com- 
mission has granted a construction 
permit to the Coastal Broadcasting 
Company, Inc., of New Bern, for a 
new station. 

To cperate on 1450 kilocycles with 
power of 250 watts and unlimited 








Blue Distributes To Affiliates Discs 
Outlining Its Public Benefactions 





The Blue Network has distributed 
among its affiliated stations a series 
of five-minute recordings plugging 
the web’s programs, its public serv- 
ice, its wide range of sustaining in- 
terests and the part that its adver- 
tising plays in the economic life of 
the country. Also relating the de- 
velopment of the Blue as part of 
NBC and its recent establishment as 
a separate entity. The affiliates have 
been asked to broadcast the series 
during the current week. 

One disc, for example, describes 





of the country by dramatized bits 
about a New England couple listen- 
ing to ‘America’s Town Meeting’ and 
a Southern family tuning in on the 
Metropolitan Opera. 





Bob Clark, Jr., WJR, Detroit, 
sound man, has left the station fol- 
lowing his enlistment as an aviation 
cadet assigned to Kelly Field. He 
is the son of the station's staff or- 
ganist and his wife, Shirley Squiers, 
is a member of the WJR dramatic 
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he found out is 
latest book: 


it's mighty interesting reading! 


call one of our sales offices. 


& Television Corp. 


contained 


| here. time. program preferences in various parts | staff. 
=3 
He is one of WLW's field representatives who 


call on retailers every week in the major cities , 
of WLW Land. 


in WLW's 


‘28,037 calls on the Men Who 
Move Your Merchandise.”’ 


If you haven't received your copy write WLW or 
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Chicago-— WLW, 360 N. Michigan Avenue 
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82 Defers Withdrawal of Permission 


Network Broadcasts 


+ 
| 


Covering Delayed 


Officials 
musicians 
their plan 
in their 
originating 


York 
reconsidered 
cancel the 


ef the New 
union 
to 
contract 


have 


with 


stations which permits 


hookup commercial programs. 
understood that the local elected to 
defer any action on the issue until 
it has been discussed by the execu- 
tive board of the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians which is currently 
in session in Miami. The contract 
between Local 802 and the four net- 
work stations in New Yor permit 
* the union to abolish the right of de- 
layed broadcast on 30 days notice. 


Blue and Mutual Networks are 
particularly concerned in this issue. 
At a recent meeting with officials 
of the two webs Local 802 spokesmen 
stated that the delayed broadcast ar- 
rangement was developing too many 
ramifications and that it was deemed 
best as far as the union’s members 
interests were concerned to termi- 
nate the whole thing. What ap- 
parently had been disturbing to the 
union was the isolated practices of 
the networks to permit a New York- 
originated show to be taken off on 
wax at Los Angeles or San Fran- 
cisco so that the program could be 
relayed at a later hour to the sta- 
tions in the westcoast regional. One 
particular case in point cited by the 
union was the rebroadcast from disc 
of the Jack Benny show over the 
Blue’s Pacific Network, whereas the 
program originates over the NBC 
Network. Also cited was an instance 
in which one of these disked de- 
lays was fed back to the network’s 
Mountain Group. 

Aside from the monetary losses 
that the delayed broadcast arrange- 
ment entails for Local 802_members, 
the New York union, it is under- 
stood, is anxious to avoid any re- 
criminations from other AFM 
branches on the question of whether 
regional rebroadcasts infringes on 
the jurisdiction of locals outside of 
New York. 


STROTZ, GILMAN 
RIVAL TEAMS 
ON COAST 





Hollywood, Feb. 38. 

Sidney Strotz and Don Gilman, 
Coast v.p’s of NBC and the Blue 
Network, respectively, chose up 
sides last week and put their lineups 
in the field. Here’s how the batting 
order reads: 

NBC: John Swallow program 
manager; Lewis S., Frost, assistant to 
the v.p.; Harold J. Bock, publicity 
manager; Frank Dellett, auditor; 
A. H. Saxton, chief engineer; Walter 
Bunker, production manager; Robert 
McAndrews, sales promotion man- 
ager; Sydney Dixon, sales manager, 

Blue: Tracy Moore, sales man- 
ager; Leo Tyson, program director; 
Robert Moss, production manager; 
Milton Samuel, publicity manager; 
Sidney Dorais, chief auditor; David 
Lasley, sales promotion. Tyson for- 
merly was with the artists bureau 
and previously manager of KMPC 
in Beverly Hills. 

Operations for both networks con- 
tinue from Radio City here, with 
NBC renting space to the Blue. 





Al Sheehan Revamps 
WCCO Program Dept. 


Minneapolis, Feb. 3. 

Al Sheehan, who recently took 
over WCCO’s program and produc- 
tion department, is giving the de- 
partment an overhauling, having 
switched various assignments. 

‘Red’ Butler, announcer, will take 
over the Morning Sunrisers’ show 
and will bring in guest performers 
and emcee. 

Replacements in the department, 
occasioned by the war, include Dou- 
glas McNamee for ‘Bun’ Dawson as 
assistant production manager. The 
latter departs March 1 to join Naval 
Aviation. McNamee formerly was 
with the Minneapolis office of 
BBD&O and also worked for an east- 
ern radio station for five years. 


(802) | 


provision 
network- | which deals exclusively with radio 
| personalities and topics, is now run- 
the use of delayed broadcasts of ning five times a week and on three 
It is| different local stations. 








KIRO’s Radio Parade 
Seattle, Feb. 3. 
‘Radio Parade,’ with Bob Nichols 


The jump! 
from three to five show became ef- 
fective Sunday (1), with the added 
two going on KIRO, Tuesday and 
Thursday morning. 

Nichols has been doing a Sunday 
night batch of gossip on KJR and two} 
installments, Wednesday and Friday | 
mornings, on KOMO. Bob Hillis is 





the scriptist. 


Studebaker Dealer Now 
Plugs Hand-Me-Downs 


Rochester, N. Y., Feb. 3. 
Studebaker h s renewed thrice-a- 
week sports program over WHAM 


for four months with credits plug- 
ging defense bonds, Red Cross and 


other civic drives as well as second- 
hand cars and service. 
Al Sisson of WHAM staff handles 


sportscast and Roche, Williams & | 
Cunnyngham, Inc., arranged the | 
deal. 





‘Wartime Women’ on KOIN 
Portland, Ore., Feb. 3. 

New on KOIN is ‘Wartime Women, 
five-minute nightly effort to steer 
women into jobs ard duties of war 
work 

Scripted and announced by Clare 
Hays. : 


incompleted Mystery Yarn Clues 
Lead to Department Store Prizes 





Seattle, Feb. 3. 

KOL has replaced weekly tran- 
| scribed half hour mystery stories for 
Franklin’s with a live talent program 
of original mystery stories by Roy 
Grandey, station’s program director. 
First live show aired Friday (30), 
with the ‘Case of the Clutching 
Hand.’ , 

New series uses a tie-in with the 
store’s merchandising as each week's 
mystery is left unsolved, with several 
clues inserted in continuity for lis- 
teners to spot. Only one of the clues 
is needed to cinch the case, and the 
listener picking the clue and writing 














the best reasons why it will convict 
wins a $25 prize. Store has a ‘Catg. 
log of Clues’ which will carry a syn. 
opsis of all mysteries to be broad. 
cast and will also make it easy for 
those getting the books to spot 
needed clues, 


Plays are done before a studio au. 
dience, and time for the program had 
to be moved up to 7 p.m. from 7:39 
so audience could get into the build. 


ing. Present building regulations in 
this city in the ‘theatre of operations’ 
call for closing at 7, with only occu. 
pants, with a pass and business, al- 
lowed to enter after that hour. 
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TRY THE WEST...Then Add the Rest 


The Pacific Coast is the only area where all eight 


essential radio testing factors are combined: 


ISOLATED REGIONAL MARKET 
The Continental Divide sharp- 
ly limits natural sales areas. 


REGULAR SALES REPORTS 
A. C. Nielsen (or subscribers), 
Facts ConsoNdated check sales. 


MONTHLY AUDIENCE REPORTS 
The C. E. Hooper Pacific ratings 
check the listening habits, too. 


"MO CONFLICT PROM OUTSIDE 
Other regional campaigns do 
not penetrate the Far West. 


ALL TYPES OF LISTENERS 
You get city and farm homes, 
class and mass markets, too. 


“BASICS” IN MINIATURE 
Coast regional networks carry 
all coast-to-coast programs. 


HOLLYWOOD PRODUCTION 
You can “add the rest” with 
the same program you test. 


ONE-TENTH THE TIME COST 
Your test in the West will be 
economical as well as positive. 
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— Explorers Under Doug Allan Convo oe te ’ Chief Irritant Of 

Xp ug y Phil Saltman Teaching Piano to veaways le 1 all 

} — o WMCA Listeners és “ 
op elevision In Popularity) ws.» ¥o% i sarines-| American Public; FCC Records 

| ries of sustaining programs Saturday ? 

| (7) geared to teach listeners to play ° 
ot Popularity ratings of the various)Cuff.’ Allan brings to the trans- | *!™ple tunes on piano without pre- OW n y ? 4 Program Com laints 
¢ NBC television shows reveal ‘Thrills, mitter explorers and travelers who | Vious instruction. Shows are tran- 
- hills from Everywhere with Doug have films of their journeys. After | scribed copies of broadcasts by Phil ‘> onmuvenmiitien 
i. Chi : : a idle a a short introduction, films are shown Saltman, who has had them on WEEl 
ir Allan’ as top audience-a ae er for and the guest talks behind them ex- Boston, for about 10 years. They'll PHIL CRANE NOW SINGER Washington, Feb. 3. 
ot the past couple months. Ratings are | plaining what they are, similar to | air weekly, 1:30-1:45 p. m. ; | Only 65 out of 254 program come 

prepared weekly in a report for the |# lecture, Saltman was formerly a piano KOL Announcer Doing Two-Act | plaints received by the FCC during 
- vidio staff by the NBC research de- player for Joe Rines’ band. Latter With His Wife the were sufficiently serious 
d partment. Data is obtained through Hollingberry Reps KQV is now musical directommof WMCA. Seattle. Feb. 3. purl po: Ad — Pe tater pe 
. an elaborate weekly postcard survey } Chicago, Feb. 3. : , Phil Crane, formerly an announcer | disposed of without punitive action. 
° of owners of television receivers. George Hollingberry station rep wilt aa Mass.—Terry Ry oe at KOL, has formed a singing team The regulators had two still on their 
° Close to the Allan show in popu- | itm has added KQV, Pittsburgh, to | 7°. puso anncuncer, gave his no-| ith his wife, Mildred. yr ge 

larity recently have been ‘Gus Van’s | it rep list. 2 j y. Statistics revealed the most nu- 
l- . > *Ad S ts P ’ as ‘ Newcomer to the WMAS staff is Opened at the Cave in Vancouver,| merous yelps were about alleged 7 
l- Minstrels, ‘Adams Sports Parade, This is an exclusive rep deal for |Glenn Saxton, former program direc-|B. C., on Jan. 26 for a four week | false, fraudulent } isleadi 
‘March of Time’ and ‘News by Sam | this Blue Network outlet. and. en a a DS 
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tor at WFTL, Fort Lauderdale. 














| stand. 


statements. Out of 52 complaints of 











——S— this kind, the Commish pigeonholed 
| |40 at the outset and closed the cases 
/ after routine investigation of the re- 
mainder. There were 34 wails abcut 
refusal to broadcast programs, 23 
about contests, and 22 about failure 
to send merchandise or booklets 
promised. 

There were 11 charges of obsceni- 

ty, three squawks about lotteries, and 
two slander complaints. 
\ The largest number of investiga- 
tions was prompted by the listener 
yelps that stations cheated on their 
promised give-aways. Some 20 of 
the 22 complaints of this kind were 
investigated before being retired to 
the closed files. y, 


NOVIK HEADS 
N.Y. CIVILIAN 
GROUP 


Morris 8. Novik, general manager 
of WNYC, New York City’s mue 
nicipal station, is now in active 
charge of all radio activities of local 
civilian defense groups. Named for 
the assignment by Mayor LaGuare 
dia, Novik heads a committee of five 
representatives of leading New York 
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How to sample 
network radio... 


and at “sampling” costs! To learn what network radio ean 














stations. Group consists of Dave 
Driscoll, special events head of 
WOR; Gerald Maulsby, of WABC 


program and production; William 
Burke Miller, NBC director of talks, 
and Leon Goldstein, WMCA pube- 
licity. Committee meets weekly. 

Besides readying plans for ane 
nouncements of blackouts, air raid 
alerts and warnings, the committee 
serves as a clearing house for all 
requests for time or announcements 
by civilian defense groups. Group 
of voluntary writers is kept on hand 
to rewrite all material into suitable 
radio form. Besides passing on the 
requests from the civilian defense 
agencies, the committee also makes 
the writer assignments so as to di- 
vide the work as equitably as pos- 
sible. 

Novik’s work with the committee 
is independent of his regular duties 
at WNYC. In addition, he is work- 
ing with the telephone company on 
tentative plans for a warning system 
via the telephone lines. Meanwhile, 
the WNYC telephone switchboard ig 
being kept open on a 24-hour basis 
to serve as a clearing center for mes- 
sages to local radio stations from the 


do for you, you must try network radio. But there’s no need to 
go coast-to-coast to find out. Columbia Pacific...a basic part of 
Columbia’s coast-to-coast network...will give you all the answers! 


Eight reasons, just to your left, show why in no other area can 





you make a test as thorough, as accurate, or as convincing! 


To find out what network radio can do for you, try it first. But 


Army’s Intercepter Command and 
. P - 7 the Police and Fire Departments. 
try it wisely —with Columbia Pacific. Estimated that with the present fa- 
cilities, that in case of an air raid, 
all local stations could be notified 
by WNYC within two minutes dur- 
ing daylight hours and five minutes 
at night. 


confined to hi 


Novik was to his home 
with a severe cold Monday (2), but 
was carrying on the work from 
bes 


inere., 





i i t Palace Hotel, San Francisco—Columbia " E 
A Division of the Columbia Broadcasting System ¢ Pala 0 n Fran arcieee intimate Maat 


Sponsors a Program 


Walter Otto, head of the W. T. 
Otto Stamp Co., of Brooklyn, is a 
7 former broadcaster, so in starting a 
ballyhou campaign for the firm, he 
: is using radio. Starting Sunday 
night (8) he will bankroll a pro- 
gram of stamp quizzes, stories and 
interviews on WWRL, New York. 
Contract is for 13 weeks and the 
show will be conducted by Walter 
Kaner, of the station staff. 

Otto was program director of 
WEVD, New York, in 1929 and was 
previously announcer at WLTH, New 
York, 


: Square, Los Angeles e Represented by RADIO SALES: New York, Chicago, St. Louis, Charlotte 
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Follow-Up Comment 





Maurice Evans, currently starring 
in his own revival of ‘Macbeth,’ at 
the National theatre, N. Y., again 
demonstrated his talent for comedy 
as guest Thursday midnight (29) on 
the birthday greeting program to 
President Roosevelt over NBC-Red 
(WEAF) and Mutual. This time the 
emotional dramatic star scored by 
giving broadly hoked-up readings of 
Shakespeare’s lines, almost as comic- 
ally overplayed as John Barrymore's 
intentional) hamming on the Rudy 
Vallee program. 

Shakespearean star’s first few lines 
were a crossfire with Eddie Cantor, 
the m.c. with Evans invariably 
whacking the tag line for a bullseye. 
Then Bert Gordon entered the ex- 
pertly written script and the skit 
took the form of a series of situations 
in which Cantor told Gordon what a 
distinguished actor Evans is, with 
Evans giving a_ scenery-chewing 
Shakespeare reading and then Gor- 
don knocking over the bit with a 
goofy topper. 

Show, produced by Vic Knight, di- 
rector of the Fred Allen program, 
was unpretentious but entertaining. 
Put together a smooth, solid, pyra- 
miding variety show. (And every- 
one announced actually appeared! ) 

Opening had Cantor singing the 
first line of ‘Happy Birthday,’ with 
subsequent lines alternately sung by 
aver from Chicago, Nashville and 

oston. Then, in order, Dinah Shore 
sang ‘Blues in the Night,’ Walter 
Winchell appealed for funds for the 
‘March of Dimes,’ Kenny Baker sang 
‘White Cliffs of Dover,’ Danny Kaye 
did his familiar ‘Pavlowa’ comedy 
routine, Katharine Hepburn asked 
for contributions to the infantile 
paralysis drive, followed by the 
Evans sketch and Glenn Miller play- 
ing Irving Berlin’s new ‘President’s 
Birthday Ball’ composition. It was 
at various times a laugable, heart- 
tugging and diverting program. 





Connie Boswell lent plenty of color 
and pleasure to last Saturday’s (31) 
inning of the Lucky Strike Hit 
Parade (CBS). She was described 
as being there ‘by command of our 
men in the armed forces,’ but regard- 
less of whatever methods or rami- 
fications that enter into such guestee 
selections this particular choice 
proved a treat for ctvilians as well. 
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What made it doubly interesting for 
this program was the presence of a 
singer who had the band follow her 
and who didn’t have to follow the 
band. She could have been given 
numbers that had closer identifica- 
tion with her outstanding clicks, but 
the three assigned her sufficed to 
make the repertoire diversified. They 
were ‘Nobody’s Swetheart,’ ‘Martha,’ 
and ‘Elmer’s Tune.’ 

Lucky Millinder makes it a Negro 
anthem in boogie woogie when his 
orchestra trumpets across ‘Joe Louis 
Is a Mighty Man.’ That’s about the 
only line in the song but it’s sung 
with infinite varieties of inflection, 
emphasis and feeling. Coming from 
the Savoy Ballroom. in Harlem it 
takes on the general overtones of 
being Harlem and Dixie’s big mes- 
sage to the nation. Yeah, brethren, 
he sure am. 





Michele Morgan and Paul Henried, 
co-stars of RKO’s ‘Joan of Paris,’ 
guested Sunday night (1) on the 
OEM's ‘Keep ’Em Rolling’ program 
in a briefie from the picture. It was 
a vivid bit, partly through the shrewd 
adaptation, which took merely an 
excerpt from the film, instead of try- 
ing to telescope the whole story. 
Morton Gould’s illustrative musical 
backgrounding was also _ helpful. 
Miss Morgan, making her U. S. radio 
debut, had surprisingly little accent. 
Her readings tended to be on a level, 
but she projected a curious poig- 
nance into the part of the tragic 
Parisicnne. Henried, a radio vet, had 
great vitality as the fugitive flyer, 
though his slight Teutonic accent was 
unrealistic. Other guests on the 
show were Nadine Connor, clicking 
in two songs, and Dorothy Stevens, 
in an absorbingly modest account of 
women air-raid wardens’ work in 
London. 





Bob Emery’s 16 voices (kids) from 
‘Rainbow House’ on WOR, New 
York, sang the ‘Star Spangled 
Banner’ as its part of the Presi- 
dent’s Birthday special broadcast 
last Friday. A nice recognition and 
a nice performance. 





Nanette Fabray, currently in ‘Let’s 
Face It,’ at the Imperial, N. - 
guested Saturday morning (31) on 
‘Theatre of Today,’ on CBS for Arm- 
strong cork. She played a gal who 
wins a collegiate talent contest and 
a chance to audition as singer for 
various Broadway producers. Script 


conventional pulp-mag romance with 
the heroine getting her big chance 
and her heart throb at the close. Miss 
Fabray sang agreeably and gave a 
passable dramatic performance. Al- 
fred Drake was satisfactory as the 
man. Program np longer attempts 
to tie together the story and the 
opening five minutes of news reports. 

at’s an improvement. Even so, 
combination is somewhat mongrel- 
ish. Musical accompaniment was in- 
ferior. Scene cues were obtrusive, 
while no attempt whatever was made 
at mood-creating background. 





Quentin Reynolds touched off a 
laugh over Mutual when in answer 
to a question by Thomas H. Beck, 
his boss, as to the possible length of 
the war, he replied, ‘I couldn’t say, 
I have no idea—lI’ll leave that to the 
radio commentators.’ 





‘Kate Hopkins’ is currently deal- 
ing with an imperfectly drawn char- 
acter, Robert’s wife, Mary. She’s 
too completely and openly villain- 
ous for conviction. Nearly every 
one, no matter what harm he may 





by John Kenneth Cameron was a) 


tion. However, authoress Gertrude 
Berg writes propulsive dialog and 
provocative situations, and her other 
characters are both plausible and 
interesting. What's more, she now 
|appears to be keeping a male ro- 
| mantic lead in the action for femme 
|listener appeal. Serial is on CBS, 





Diana Barrymore, guesting on the 
Rudy Vallee progra... Thursday 
night (29) on NBC-Red (WEAF), 
teamed with her father, John Barry- 
more, in an unintentional] hokum 
burlesque of the balcony scene from 
‘Romeo and Juliet.’ Miss Barry- 
more’s performance of Juliet was 
shallow and commonplace, while her 
| father’s portrayal of Romeo sounded 
like that of a grotesque octogenarian. 
Vallee, as Megcutio, read his handful 
of lines waveringly. Entire sketch 
was mMawkish and embarrassing. 





Alka-Seltzer’s message came in the 
middle, discreetly and cautiously 
placed with a fence of hesitation on 
all sides, when John W. Vandercook 
and NBC gave the news round-up 
last Friday. This may be taken as a 
sample of how circumspect the net- 
works now are in guarding against 
any awkward justapositions of ad- 
vertising copy and war news. 





Ranson Sherman, a performer of 
great natural comic sense, was toss- 
ing off a lot of first-rate nonsense 
last Friday (30) on behalf of Ivory. 
He has funny notions swelling up 
out of a habit of seeing the fanciful 
and exaggerated possibilities of 
events and customs. His ‘Hap 
Hazard’ of Crestfallen Manor packs 
a lot of amusing odds and ends. The 
listener encounters the familiar as 
in an amusement park mirror, and 
grins. Sherman’s been around for 
years, constantly avoiding that run- 
ning dry which could be expected 
from anyone as lavish with original 
stuff. Part of his effectiveness de- 
rives, of course, from the fact that he 
also has acting skills. The right de- 
livery is a further guarantee of the 
material being properly brought out. 
Irene Ryan is a helpful she-foil and 
the program is nicely filled in by 
Gordon Jenkins music. 

‘Woman of Courage’ was unevenly 
acted when heard Thursday morn- 
ing (29) on CBS. Part of Lillian 
was broadly played, while the 
heroine-lead, Martha Jackson, was 
given an expressionless reading. The 
housekeeper, Mrs. Sullivan, was 
given a distinctive performance by 
Doro Merande, legit character 
woman, whose voice was unmis- 
takable to any regular theatregoer. 








‘Maudie’s Diary,’ for Wonder bread 
Thursday nights on CBS, spots its 
two plugs at the half-way mark and 
the close. Apparent idea is that the 
Wonder Bakers’ vocal intro is suffi- 
cient sponsor-identification at the 
opening. It’s one of the few evening 
half-hours that doesn’t open with a 
major commercial. Musical signa- 
ture is a nice variation. Incidentally, 
‘Maudie’ is continuing to improve. 
Last week’s (29) edition dealt en- 
tirely with the show’s juve charac- 
ters—a-smart idea. 

‘Mary Marlin’ was a diffused, yet 
entertaining, show as heard Thurs- 
day morning on NBC-Red (WEAF) 


for P. G. Snow. Episode con- 
tained a number of scenes, each 
with its own set of characters. At 


times it had a fantasy-like quality 
of make-believe, while at others the 
action was realistic and direct. All 
| the characters were definite, some 
|}almost colorful enough to be out of 
{Dickens. Authoress Jane Crusin- 
berry has a unique and curiously 
beguiling writing style. 





| ‘Young Dr. Malone’ made ex: | 


no } | pressive use of background music 
do, justifies his own deeds and |for one brief scene in the Wednes- 
motives in his own eyes. Yet this | day afternoon (28) chapter on CBS. 
Mary is frankly, even boastfully, | Tt was an unobtrusive undertone for 


avaricious, malicious and vengeful. 
That isn’t believable characteriza- 








gs EVEN 
BAT OUNDS! 


The trick is to find someone in Baltimore 


who Does Not Listen to WFBR 


BLOODHO 


The top morning show in Balti- 
more? It’s on WFBR! We'll give 
you the figures to show you. In 
the afternoon? The biggest bunch 
of women are beamed on WFBR 
.. and that, too, is a fact! At night? 
Who else ever heard of three local 
shows a week averaging a 33% 
listening audience — week after 
week? One of them hit 78% of all 
sets turned on! 








ee 


Baltimore people seem to like the 
friendliness of WFBR. Chances 
are you can do yourself some 
good using the station Maryland 
people listen to, 


WFBR 


*x WBOC, Salisbury « WJEJ, Hagerstown *« 
The Maryland Coverage Network within the Mutual Network 
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a confab between two of the show’s 
femme characters. However, the 
following scene was back in the con- 
ventional brand of serial produc- 
tion, flat and uninteresting. 





‘Against the Storm’ is currently in 
a potent and engrossing sequence 
on NBC-Red (WEAF). Since its 
start two years ago the serial has 
dealt with refugees from Europe, 
but until after Dec. 7 the exact 
country was unnamed and only 
identifiable by implication. Now the 
action is frankly laid in Germany. 
Yarn is dealing with the flight of 
Manuel from Gestapo and, without 


dealing in name-calling, illustrates 
the oppression and cruelty in- 


herent in the Nazi system. Situation 
of the chase has a deliberate mount- 
ing terror and the characters are 
believable. It’s strong stuff of the 
kind few authors are permitted to 
touch on the networks. 





Fred Waring’s song for the Uni- 
versity of Arizona sounded swell as 
he played it Friday for Chesterfield 
but raised the thought of what it 
may sound like as and when played 
on the campus. 





Helen Hayes wound up her Lipton 
tea series Sunday night (1) on CBS 
with an ideal choice, an adaptation 
of Sir James Barrie’s ‘What Every 
Woman Knows,’ which she has done 
repeatedly. But while the Maggie 
Wylie role offers Miss Hayes admir- 
able scope for alternately enchant- 
ing and catching the throat of an 
audience, the script in this instance 
gave an inadequate impression of the 








Reports Way Out for Disc Jockeys 





Philadelphia, Feb. 3. 


Mort Lawrence, pilot of WIP’s ‘Dawn Patrol,’ all-night recording 
and news show. has developed a scheme to continue receiving re. 
quests from listeners that he states has recevied the okay of the Office 
of Censorship despite the ban on this type of program. 

Previously Lawrence played requests he received by wire as soon 


as he got them 
the top 32 tunes. 


Now listeners are told to write in for cards listing 
If one is requested, the listener rings the number 


opposite the tune and writes in the time he usually listens to the 


program, 


Lawrence will play the number on any day afterward. 
a week, two weeks, a month, or maybe—if he’s suspicious—never. 


It may be 
In 


this way it’s impossible for anyone to use the request as a means of 


sending a code message. 





Shoppers’ Program Altered 
Wartime censorship rules have altered the grocery store visits of 
WABC, New York. Formerly acetate recordings were made of inter- 


views with actual shoppers 
bia Recording studios. 


Now the shoppers are brought to Colum. 


Simultaneously program becomes a six-a-weeker at 8:30 a.m., stil] 


called ‘The Missus Goes Shopping.’ 


are sponsors, 


Morrell’s ham and Pepsi-Cola 








play. Maybe a half-hour is too brief 
for an adaptation. Whatever the rea- 
son, the program took the story only 
up to John Shand’s election, thus 
missing the real point and Maggie's 
best scenes. Miss Hayes was excei- 
lent as Maggie, and Neil O’Malley 
was acceptable as Shand. 





Bob Hope’s writers seem deter- 
mined to make Edward Arnold's 
girth sunny, It becomes less so on 
each occasion employed. In a broad- 
cast over NBC from the San Diego 
Naval base, the comedian quipped 
about a sailor in his pants looking, 
from the rear, like Arnold in front. 





Robert St. John, author of ‘From 
the Land of the Silent People,’ is 
now broadcasting from London over 
NBC. Handles himself well before 
the mike, using a driving, somewhat 
staccato style. On some transatlantics 
he is predominantly the reporter, 
while on others he is more the close- 
up portrayer of leading figures and 
the analyst. 





Girl vocalist who sang ‘Where or 
When’ with Benny Goodman’s band 
Thursday midnight (29) over Mutual 
dawdled so much she sounded as if 
she were about to drop off to sleep 
between bars. Made a good number 
seem tedious. 





Jack Stevens, heard Saturday night 
(31) on ‘Inside of Sports,’ via Mutual 
for Bayuk cigars, carried out the 
show’s ‘inside’ idea fairly well. After 
talking briefly about boxing, he told 
a feature yarn about how publicity 
may be the making of college foot- 
ball players, then wound up with his 
regular sports question, gave some 
racing results, and finally reported 
Leo Durocher’s signing for another 
season with Brooklyn. Program was 
passably (occasionally ungrammati- 
cal) written. Stevens has a strong 
voice and a direct style of talking. 
Announcer is Fred Weber, same name 
as Mutual’s general manager. 





Vick’s ‘Nichols Family,’ on NBC 
Sunday matinees, seems to reached 
the point where it can be considered 
as having a character and person- 
ity of its own. Last weekend’s (1) 
installment not only had a good as- 
sortment of crisp comedy but the 





~—wemmennenst 


‘MUSICAL CAMERA’ 

With Jay Wesley, Jean Collins, Car. 
leton Dickerman, Lew Sargent, Carl 
Moore, Josef Cherniavsky orches- 
tra, and Frankie Masters, guest 

Music, Songs, Drama 

30 Mins.—Local 

Daily, 4 p.m. 

WEEI, Boston 
Joseph Cherniavsky’s superb music 

welded together with Jean Collin’s 

fine singing and Jay Wesley's ‘Daily 

Spotlight’ interview in dramatic 

form provide an extremely well- 

paced hometown show that keeps 
the listener interested all the way. 

It’s a credit to WEEI and Boston. 
Opening with ‘Holiday,’ Cherni« 

avsky, comparatively new here, dis- 
played colorful music enhanced by 
an arrangement that embellished yet 
preserved the melody, which accom- 
plishment of his continued through- 
out the program. Jean Collins’ ver- 
sicn of ‘Blues in the Night’ was 
pleasing because of her particularly 
good, melodic voice, phrasing and 
smooth sustained tones. 

Jay Wesley kept the show moving 
with his ‘Daily Spotlight’ in which 
guest Frankie Masters’ career was 
sketched interestingly with an in- 
terview on Masters’ composing ef- 
forts along the lines of ‘Scatterbrain,’ 
the leader’s most noteworthy prod- 
uct. Carl Moore and Lew Sargent 
capably assisted in the playlet. 

Wesley has the happy faculty of 
keeping his subjects at ease and is 
therefore able to draw out facts. Al- 
though dramatic spot was scripted, 
interview portion was ad lib and 
Masters held up his end well also. 

Cherniavsky, theatre musician and 
WLW alumnus, ended this socko show 
with variations and elaborations on 
the familiar ‘Chopsticks’ as played 
by a beginner through to the sym- 


phonic. : 
Henry Lundquist credited for 
writing and producing show. Evi- 


dently WEEI is out to attract attene 
tion as a ‘producing station.’ Paul. 





juvenile figments of the script sound- 
ed both credible and ingratiating. 
The situation devolved mostly on a 
parental confusion of Shakespeare's 
Melancholy Dane with a Great Dane 
pooch and the treatment was kept 
within the bounds of infectious farce 
and adolescent behavior. 








NOW 


Presented by lvGry Soap : 99 ** 





By JANE WEST 


RADIO'S MOST POPULAR 
FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE 


[AUGHTER TEARS aso [{EART-THROBS 


6 pure 


B LISTEN TWICE DAILy eas | 


NBC Red Network, 12:15 to 12:30 P.M., 
WABC—45:30-5:46 EST—CBS 
COAST TO COAST 
Dir. COMPTON ADVERTISING AGENCY 
MGT. ED WOLF—RKO BLDG. NEW YORK CITY 


EST 


















“THE 


Featured Mutual—WOR 





Walter 8. Bloom, Room 709 








ERSKINE BUTTERFIELD 


SINGING VAGABOND OF THE KEYS” 


Network Twice Weekly 


TRANSCRIPTIONS FOR PHILCO—DECCA RECORDS 


Personal Representative 


1619 Broadway, N. Y. 


CIRCLE 5-7658 














4 
q 














a 











rl 
i= 


oa >” 


O 

















“ ——E 











* 


Wednesday, February 4, 1942 


VARIETY 


$3 





HUR TRACY 
a and Instrumental 
15 Mins. 
Ex-t8> 
-W-F, 4 p.m. 
MZ.NBC, New York 
(Joseph Katz) 

Arthur Tracy (The Street Singer), 
self-accompanied on accordion, is 
back after a prolonged absence and 
is as potent as ever in his line. He’s 
a probable cinch with the housewife 
trade which the sponsors are osten- 
sibly aiming at with this four o’clock 
stanza. Tracy remains an unusually 
good singing turn, whether for radio 
or other media. Warbled ‘My Song,’ 
‘Everything,’ ‘Berkeley Square,’ 
‘Lover Come Back to Me’ and theme 
song ‘Rambling Rose,’ a holdover 
from his previous radio appearances, 
opening stanza. Can’t miss doing a 
job for sponsor, : 

Commercials are discreet, refer to 
the ‘happy medium,’ and stress kind, 
gentle and flavorsome qualities of 
sponsor’s product. Mori. 


‘THUNDER ROCK’ 

With Lee J. Cobb, Carlton Young, 
William Shelley, Arthur Hughes, 
Helen Coule, Don Morrison, A. P. 
Kaye, Ula Guy, Lili Valenty, Bar- 
rett H. Clark, Joe Stopak orch 

60 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Sunday, 2 p.m. 

W1JZ-Blue, New York 
Robert Ardrey’s drama, “Thunder 

Rock,’ an unsuccessful Broadway 

production of the fall of 1939, now 

proves to have been ahead of its 
time. Presented in London amid the 
emotional excitement following the 
fall of France, it was a smashing 
success and, in a full-hour adapta- 
tion Sunday afternoon (1) in the 


‘Great Plays’ series, it carried a 
powerfully timely message of 
spiritual uplift. Given a more 


effective production than the Group 
Theatre gave it two seasons ago, the 
play might now become a Broadway 
commercia] hit. 

Dealing with the disillusionment 
of a veteran foreign correspondent, 
‘Thunder Rock’ is the story of a 
man’s unsuccessful retreat into the 

ast. Taking the job of lighthouse 
eeper on Thunder Rock, in Lake 
Erie, the newspaper man recreates 
in his own mind the passengers and 
crew of a sailing ship wrecked there 
90 years before. When he finds that 
they, too, faced discouragement and 
disillusionment, he attempts to dis- 
miss them from his mind. But they 
refuse to dissolve until he deter- 
mines to face reality with courage 
again, 

In Charles Newton’s adaptation, 
Ardrey’s original was artfully tele- 
scoped to include every essential 
plot detai] and character. But the 
script was not fully altered to air 
requirements, since the dialog was 
not adjusted to indicate frequently 
enough what character was speak- 
ing. Roy Lockwood's direction had 
pace and mood, but didn’t capitalize 
radio’s scope for clarifying the 
difference between the living and 
the imaginary characters. Also, the 
casting didn’t provide sufficiently 
distinct voices. Ernie Watson’s 
score, with Joe Stopak directing the 
orchestra, bridged the scenes well 
enough, but offered no background 
atmosphere for the action. 

As Charleston, the newspaper 
man, Lee J. Cobb was forceful, but 
unevenly expressive. He tended to 
be flat in the opening scenes and to 
shout too much toward the close. 
William Shelley, as the captain, was 
overemphatic at times, but con- 
vincing at others. Carlton Young 
Was properly red-blooded as the 
fated aviator. Arthur Hughes, in the 
part of the Viennese doctor which 
Cobb played on the stage, was 
quietly impressive. Helen Coule 
gave vibrance to the closing scenes 
of the girl’s part, and Don Morrison 
was insufficiently cranky as the in- 
spector, A. P. Kaye clicked as the 
English father, while Ula Guy and 
Lili Valenty handled bit parts 
capably. 





‘PLAYS FOR AMERICANS’ 
‘Johnny Quinn, U. S. N.’ with Olivia 
de Havilland, Raymond Edward 

Johnson, Frank Black Music 
30 Mins. 

Sunday, 4:30 p.m. 
WEAF-NBC, New York 

Prior to Dec. 7th a radio author 
who sat down at his typewriter to 
compose a patriotic homily could 
sense the spiritual presence of Sen- 
ator Gerald P. Nye looking down 
over his shoulder. The senator was, 
along with some of his contempo- 
raries, anxious to collaborate in ra- 
dio scripts (and films, too), that 
dealt with the works, ideals, ideas, 
and foreign policies of the United 
States. Nye was not so much a lit- 
erary stylist himself as a cramper of 
other people’s styles. But the Japa- 
nese have pretty well exorcised the 
senator and now the boys can, like 
Oboler in this piece, take the wraps 
off their eloquence. 

‘Johnny Quinn, U. S. N.’ is an elo- 
quent statement in story form of the 
notion that the destruction and loot- 
ing of decent people on far conti- 
nents does and must concern Ameri- 
cans, This idea is tightly and mov- 
ingly argued through the interplay 
of a boy and a girl. Oboler has used 
Olivia de Haviland from Hollywood 
to narrate the tale and play one of 
the two principal roles. But more 
he has used her to state the thesis 
that the world cannot thrive or sur- 
vive half decent and half gangster. 

The script had commendable sim- 
plicity. The story unspooled with 
straightaway, mounting interest in 
the romance itseif. The spiritual 
overtones did not immediately gather 
crescendo. Oboler’s sense of the top- 
ical came through in using Pearl 
Harbor itself as the symbol and the 
scene of his climax: And he had a 
literary snapper at the end when it 
was revealed that the whole story 
had been told by the girl on the 
night before her maternity, she ad- 
dressing her yet unborn son about 
his brave, now dead father. 

In using only a few voices, in 
stressing only one or two clear 
thoughts, in aligning personal self- 
engrossment to match the national 
self-engrossment made infamous at 
Munich, Oboler has gotten his mes- 
sage into vivid, easy, live, believ- 
able terms. 

It is already obvious that the theo- 
retical discussions of what should be 
done about ‘morale’ may go on in- 
definitely among the academicians. 
They may or may not make any real 
contributions to this war. Meantime 
NBC is doing something that the ear 
may hear and the mind may register 
Oboler comes back to the fold 
wrapped in his prophet’s robe with 
matching jacket. 

Now, kiddies, there are packages un- 
der the Christmas tree. For the sin- 
cerity of her performance, to Miss 
de Havilland, a certificate reading: 
‘Olivia is a good actress and cute, 
too.” For the just-tough-enough im- 
personation of Raymond Edward 
Johnson a postscript inquiring ‘where 
have you been all our reviewing 


life?’ And for Frank Black, who 
composed and directed the back- 
ground music: ‘when do you find 
tirne to eat?’ Land. 





‘THE SPIRIT’ 

15 Mins.—Local 
PHILADELPHIA RECORD 
Saturdays, 7 p.m. 

WFIL, Phiiadelphia 

The Philly Record has evolved a 
novel method for plugging one of its 
prize Sunday comics by dramatizing 
part of the sequence the night be- 
fore over the air and leaving the 
Spirit, hero of the strip, in dire 
danger at the end of the dramatiza- 
tion. If the listener wants to know 
how Mr. Spirit gets out of this jam 
he has to buy the Sunday Record. 
Simple? 

The dramatization is ably put on 
by the WFIL dramatic department 
and is handled by Enid Hager. radio 
contact gal for the Record. Shal. 
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TED STEELE 

With Rita Grande, Maj. Alexander 
de Seversky, Mrs. de Seversky, 
Five Marshalls, Paul Laval orch 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Saturday, 8:30 p.m. 

WJZ-Blue, New Yc k 


Ted Steele, the one-time NBC 
pageboy who does a Saturday morn- 
ing show with Allen Prescott on 
NBC-Red (WEAF) for International 
Salt, is now also heading his own 
variety series Saturday nights on 
the Blue (WJZ). Paul Laval’s or- 
chestra and the Five Marshalls vocal 
group are regulars and there are 
weekly guests. Jack Meakin di- 
rects and Ranald MacDougall 
writes it. 

As heard last week (31) the show 
was umeven. One of the, guests, 
Rita Grande, a _ burley stripper, 
proved somewhat less expert than 
Gypsy Rose Lee at handling dialog, 
but in her favor it could be said 
that the ‘Romeo and Juliet’ travesty 
given her was on the labored side. 
Other guests on the stanza were 
Maj. Alexander de Seversky and his 
wife, and they provided a punchy 
interlude of anecdotes, climaxed by 
the aviation expert’s accordion solo. 
Both he and Mrs. de Seversky have 
definite air personalities, which the 
scripting capitalized. 

For the balance of the program, 
Steele offered an overlong, over- 
elaborate piano-vocal arrangement 
of ‘How About You?’ and Paul 
Laval’s orchestra and the Five 
Marshalls provided several passable 
musical bits. 

It’s a fair show, but has tough 
competition from ‘Truth or Conse- 
quences’ on NBC-Red and ‘Hobby 
Lobby’ on CBS. Hobe. 





RADIO REVIEWS 


GWENDOLYN HATHAWAY 
15 Mins.—Leocal 
Participating 
Daily, 1:15 p.m. 
WGY, Schenectady 

Gwendolyn Hathaway, home eco- 
nomics gal with some stage experi- 
ence, is the latest in the list of 
women who have used WGY’s nom 
de radio of ‘Betty Lennox.’ Program 
for a long time consisted of recipes, 
style hints, decoration tips, etc., with 
in-between spieling of household 
products. Now it seems to be an 
odds-an-ends affair, an already thin 
continuity being broken by inter- 
ruptions for et. and announced 


commercials. 
Jerkiness is noticeable, at times 
even irritating. Difficult is under- 


stand why Miss Hathaway could not 
tab the transcriptians, fnstead of hav- 
ing a man’s voice break in, once or 
more, before platters spin. 

She handles some household-prod- 
uct advertising, offers a few recipes, 
reads various announcements con- 
cerning volunteer defense work by 
femmes and spots musical selections 
(on wax). 

Miss Hathaway is very mild of 
manner and quiet of voice for this 
type of broadcast. Jaco. 





Madeline Ensign’s Chore 


Washington, Feb. 3. 

Madeline Ensign, program director 
of WOL, local Mutual outlet, will 
represent the network on the Fed- 
eral Radio Educational Council. 

Group meets Monday (9) to con- 
sider the proposed establishment of 
a research and service agency for 
children’s programs. 





‘NOCHA de GALA’ 

With Jorge Velez, Panza Panseco, 
Del Mar Trio, Cuca, Nestor Mesta 
Chaires, Alfredo Gonzalez’s Orch 

Music, Comedy, Songs 

COCA-COLA 

XEQ, Mexico City 
Broadcast over a Mexican hookup 

of 16 stations from the Cine Buca- 

reli, neighborhood film theatre, this 
pretentious radio revue was origi- 
nated by Carlos Riveroll del Prado, 
program director of XEQ who is an 

American-trained Mexican radioite, 

Program runs 45 minutes, being 

punctuated by theatre audience 

laughter and applause and imbued 
with a liveliness that makes for pop- 
ularity with Mexicans. 

This is distinctly a prestige show 
for the station, the sponsor and Mex- 
ican radio. There is some resem- 
blance to the early successes of pro- 
grams in the United States in that 
various mannerisms and _e catch- 
phrases of the performers are being 


parroted now by the man in the 
street. This is especially true of. 
Cuca, who impersonates a lacka- 


daisical Mexican telephone operator, 

Broadcast is part of Coca-Cola’s 
$500,000 (Mex) Mexican publicity 
campaign. Show features Panzo 
Panseco, quarter ton comic; Del Mar 
Trio, girl singers: Cuca, comedienne; 


Nestor Mesta Chaires, tenor, and 
Alfredo Gonzalez’s orchestra. The 
plot, laugh laden, concerns the ex- 


periment of Panseco, supposed mil- 
lionaire, in taking some selected odd 
types for a cruise on his yacht. 
Plenty funny things happen, to the 
accompaniment of pop music and 
song. Talent rates high in Mexico. 
Doug. 





—— J 




















VaRIETY recently bestowed upon WJR 
a plaque for outstanding Showman- 
agement during the past year. 


It is an award to which we look with 
But if someone asked 
us what we thought the judges saw in 


no little pride. 


WE'D RATHER JUST CALL 


Common Sense 


IT 





we may do today are not necessarily 
successful simply because they bring 
down the house. 
greater responsibility. 
America working, 
whistling, to keep chins up, hands at 


Today we have a 
It is to keep 
to keep America 


work and faith increasingly strong. 


our work that entitled us to the plaque, 


we'd have to answer.. .“just common 


sense.” 


There is no magic formula for this. 


But good, old-fashioned common sense 


will help. . 


For, it is our honest belief that good, 


. the kind that we at WJR 


have always tried to apply to our daily 


old-fashioned common sense is the one 


operation, our thought, our words, our 


thing which has helped us most in 


actions. 


solving our problems of Showmanage- 


ment. 
because 
broader problems 


It has been said that we in radio 
must be showmen. True, but the things 





And we are glad this is so, 
it may help us solve some 
that a changing 
world has thrust upon us. 


Winner... 1941 


Variety Showmanagement Award 
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: ~ Bandleaders Reading Radio Dialog 


Jon AFRA; No A.F.M. Objection 








vt 


Hollywood, Feb. 3. 

Question of whether band leaders 
who read lines on the air should join 
the American Federation of Radio 
Artists has been decided affirmative- 
ly. Apparently James C. Petrillo, 
prez of the American Federation of 
Musicians, gave his okay, for maestro 
members of the union who had de- 
clined to sign with AFRA have now 
agreed to do so. As a result, all the 
batoners who double as actors are 
being rounded up by AFRA offi- 
cials. 

Matter has been stewing for a 
couple of years, but came to a head 
recently when the Los Angeles local 
of AFRA threatened to precipitate a 
Strike against programs of band- 
leader-actors refusing to take out 
ecards in the actor union. However, 
the strike order was set aside at the 
suggestion of AFRA’s national head- 
quarters in New York, where it was 
indicated that conferences would be 
held with Petrillo on the matter. 

No such confabs ever took place, 
but the AFM prez must have issued 
the okay for the batoners to join 
AFRA, as they had previously re- 
fused to do so without his sanction. 
Leaders who will immediately take 
out AFRA cards here include Kay 


Kyser, Paul Whiteman and Bob 
Crosby. 
(Petrillo is currently in Miami, 


where the AFM executive board is in 
session.—Ed) 

Meanwhile Kay Kyser is branching 
out as an actor. Last week he signed 
for two straight acting roles, without 
benefit of his band. 

Screen Guild Theatre set him for 
the main guest spot Feb. 22, and 
Silver Theatre is cooking up a com- 
edy piece for the March 8 broadcast. 


WURLITZER SCHOOLS 
TAKE OVER WHK SHOW 


Cleveland, Feb. 3. 

Wurlitzer’s, Inc., through Schwim- 
mer & Scott agency of Chicago, has 
contracted with WHK to sponsor lat- 
ter’s ‘Junicr Showboat’ program 
which has been on station over 10 
years under originator—emcee Duke 
Lidyard. 

Under the sponsor deal the talent 
presented by Lidyard will come from 
six Wurlitzer Schools in greater 
Cleveland zone. 








/ 





Outdoor’s Outlook 





Execs of Outdoor Advertising, 
Inc., state that while there have 
been some cancellations of out- 
door advertising since the be- 
ginning of the year, cancella- 
tions will be far lower than the 
$18,000,000 recently estimated 
by some agency men. Statement 
issued by Kerwin H. Fulton, 
president of Outdoor Advertis- 
ing, Inc., is to effect that out- 
door advertising will retain ‘the 
same percentages’ of total ad- 
vertising dollars in relation to 
other media, during 1942. 


Ratner’s ‘War’ 
Brochure For 


Lord & Thomas 


Lord & Thomas agency is dis- 
tributing among American advertis- 
ers a promotional piece to show that 
the business of advertising in Eng- 
land, now engaged in its third year 
of war, has not been so drastically 
curbed. The book is entitled ‘What 
Is Life Like—-With the Enemy Less 
Than 20 Minutes Away?’ 

Described as ‘a report to Amer- 
ican business men on life in Eng- 
land, the book contains many sam- 
ples of advertising from recent is- 
sues of British newspapers. Also 
charts skowing the variations in 
British newspaper volume during 
1940 and 1941 and the trend of 
spending plus unemployment from 
1930 through 1941. 

The book relates that despite 
bombs and blockades advertising in 
Britain (1) mirrors the commercial 
enterprise which remains in Brit- 
ain, (2) protects the advertisers’ in- 
vestment in trade names, (3) keeps 
contact with the changing kabits of 
the public (particularly women) in 
war, (4) keeps contact with the new 
market growing up during the war, 
(5) fulfills its responsibility of 
maintaining the freedom of the 
press by non-Government support, 
and (6) plays an important part in 
upholding the morale of the people, 














WKRC Sports Quiz Draws 
Award From Magazine 


Cincinnati, Feb. 3. 
WKRC last week received the first | 
award made by the ‘Sporting News’ 
to a radio station for the ‘outstand- 
ing sports quiz show of the year.’ 


Presentation was made by Publisher | 


J. G. Taylor Spink on the station’s 
Wednesday night 30-minute 
Bowl stanza, in the series honored. 
Regulars who answer sports ques- 
tions on the program are Dick Nes- 
bitt, Dan Tehan and Charles ‘Irish’ 


O’Connor, with Syd Cornell as 
quizzer and Dave Ward as an- 
nouncer, Production is by Brad 
Simpson. La Palina cigars sponsors 


the series, now in its 10th month. 


The brochure is first piece by 
Victor Ratner, formerly of CBS, 
since joining Lord & Thomas. 





Edward Cooper Now Is 
FCC Assistant Secretary 


Washington, Feb. 3. 


Edward «Cooper, former news- 
paperman, fills the FCC assistant 
Quiz| secretaryship vacated months ago 


when John B. Reynolds, veteran of 
many years in the government, went 
into commercial broadcasting. 


Cooper has been chief of staff of | 


the Senate Interstate Commerce 
Committee’s telegraph industry 
probers since 1939. Once was man- 
aging editor of Congressional In- 
telligence. 











NBC Hires Sterling Fisher of CBS 


Lyman Bryson Now Head of Columbia’s Educational 
Dept.—H. B. Summers Acts For Blue 


James Rowland Angell, ex- 
president of Yale, will be coun- 
selor on educational matters for 
both the Blue network and NBC. 
The Blue’s director of Public 
service will be Harrison B. Sum- 
mers with Grace M. Johnsen as 
aide. William E. Drips will func- 
tion for the Chicago branch. 

Mark Woods, president of the 
Blue, will designate a west coast 
public service director soon. 





Sterling Fisher, Director of Educa- 
tion at the Columbia Broadcasting 
System, resigned from that network 
and subsequently became assistant 
to James Rowland Angell, educa- 
tional counselor of NBC. The trans- 
fer was completed last week in New 
York and attracted some trade at- 


tention due to the infrequency of the 
rival networks taking each other’s 
manpower. 

At NBC Fisher will establish a so- 
called ‘Inter-American University of 
the Air’ program series. While at 
CBS he carried out the details 
whereby CBS’ 1)-year-old ‘School of 
the Air’ acquired a Spanish language 
translation for distribution to inter- 
ested stations in the 21 republics to 
the south. 

Lyman Bryson from Columbia 
University who has an academic 
background plus much radio experi- 


ence with CBS’ ‘People’s Platform,’ 


is successor to Fisher at CBS. 
Bryson has been with CBS in vari- 
ous connections for years. Lately 
he has been conspicuous in CBS 
wartime radio program  thinking- 





planning operations. 


Joseph Tenenbaum Forms 
Rockhill Radio Prod. 


Rockhill Radio Productions has 
been formed as an _ independent 
package production outfit by Joseph 
Tenenbaum, former business man- 
ager of the Kermit-Raymond pro- 
gram production firm. New company 
will produce both live and recorded 
shows. 

Rockhill has a working agreement 


with Eastern Advertisers Service, 
another indie program outfit, in 
Hollywood. 





ASCAP MULLING 
DEAL WITH WBS 


The World Broadcasting System 
(transcriptions) and the American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers are negotiating a form of 
agreement that will make it possible 


for the recorded program library 
manufacturer to pay the performing 
rights fee at the source for such of 
its station subscribers that do not 
hold ASCAP licenses. ASCAP has 
expressed itself as willing to grant a 
deal of this type to World, so that 
the Society won’t appear to be in the 
position of trying to rush stations 
into taking out ASCAP licenses. 

Meanwhile the NBC Thesaurus and 
the Standard Radio and MacGregor 
& Sollie libraries continue operating 
minus any re-alliance with the 
ASCAP repertoire through either 
mechanical or performing rights. 
NBC’s recording division has, how- 
ever, approached individual ASCAP 
publishers on the idea of making 
separate deals. 

Harry Fox, agent and trustee for 
publishers on mechanical rights li- 
censing, stated last week that he was 
writing station subscribers of record- 
ed libraries that even though a sta- 
tion may have an ASCAP license it 
is still barred from broadcasting 
ASCAP work in a library if the 
manufacturer has not received a 
proper recording license. His letter, 
he added, would point out that the 
consent decree which was issued by 
the Government early last year to 
ASCAP and Broadcast Music, Inc., 
made it mandatory for a copyright 
owner to grant a dual license pro- 
vided the work were ‘lawfully re- 
corded.’ 


WSIX, Nashville, On Short 
Music Deal Pending 











Nashville, Jan. 27. 

Station WSIX has new short-term 
pact with American Federation of 
|Musicians here. Adrian McDowell 
land a_seven-piece orchestra are 
| heard 15 minutes six days per week 
Under new pact, Frank Bobo, staff 
| organist, has also increased time on 
air. 

Pact for 1942 will probably not be 
|signed until after station moves to 
5,000 watts, when it is expected that 
union will expect corresponding 
raise in station’s musical outlay. 

WSIX signed with union last year 
only after bitter fight which resulted 
in cancellation of Mutual’s remotes 
from Nashville, and James C. Pe- 
trillo threatened to pull all musical 
remotes. 

Amount of 1941 pact is reported to 
have been $2,500. 





‘John Hurley Quits CBS 


John Hurley quit the publicity staff 
of the Columbia Broadcasting Sys- 
tem in New York last week to accept 
an offer telephoned him from Chi- 
cago to become assistant to film 
editor-critic Wolfe Kaufman of the 
Sun. His former boss at CBS, Ted 
Weber, is now of the Sun and Hurley 
was with Kaufman originally on 
‘Variety.’ 

Hurley was with CBS about a year 
previously having done a trick with 
the publicity section of New York 
Telephone. 





Fort Wayne.—George O. Cross- 
land, jr., assistant sales manager for 
the Capehart Division of Farns- 
worth, has been called to active duty 
as ensign of U.S. Naval Reserve. 

Pierre Boucheron, general sales 
manager, is now serving as a 
lieutenant commander, 





Jump To 5,000 Watts: 


For Chicago Sun Job! 


Blue-Red Separation Avoids Heartache 





Most Everybody Feels It Was Thoughtfully Done 
—RMilton Samuel to Hollywood 


l. 
v 





Plaintive Note 





Radio theatre ticket ‘scalpers’ 
—kids who peddle free ducats 
for radio shows to unsuspecting 
strollers after begging the tickets 
from others—are noted for their 
nerviness. They carry on a mild 
guerilla warfare with managers 
of the radio theatres, who keep 
shooing them. 

But one of the moppets pulled 
the tops last week when Bernard 
Lopeti, assistant manager of CBS 
Playhouse Three, appeared. 
‘Can't ya leave us alone,’ the 
gamin cajoled, ‘Things are get- 
ting so tough out here I was even 
thinking of asking you for an 
usher’s job inside.’ 


WJW, Akron, On 
$50 With KOA; 
Gets 5,000 Watts 


Akron, O., Feb. 3. 

Increase of power from 250 watts 
to 5,000 watts and permission to 
change its frequency from 1240 to 
850 kilocycles has been given WJW, 
Mutual outlet here. The station, 
operated by William O’Neil, Jr. (son 
of General Tire’s president), is ex- 
pected to get its new setup in opera- 
tion within six months. 

Now seeking new site for trans- 
mitter. Present antenna is atop the 
downtown building where the sta- 
tion is located. 

On 850 kilocycles, WJW wili snare 
the band with WHDH, Boston, and 
KOA, Denver. 














Helps WGAR Ambitions 
Cleveland, Feb. 3. 

WGAR, Cleveland, moved one step 
closer to its drive of operating at 
50,000 watts on 1220 kilocycles when 
the FCC granted WJW of Akron 
permission to switch to 850 kilo- 
cycles, 

The WGAR application for more 
power and a new place on the radio 
dial involved the Akron change and 
one at Canton. WJW has been op- 
erating on 1240 kilocycles. WHBC, 
Canton, operates on 1230. 

WGAR is now attempting to get 
Canton, by means of an FCC sanc- 
tion, to change to 1480, the spot 
where WGAR now operates. 


WSTP’s Signal Course 


Charlotte, N. C., Feb. 3. 
WSTP, Salisbury, will inaugurate 
in mid-February a 20-week course 
in radio communications. It will be 
part of the government’s war emerg- 
ency program, and potential radio 
men will be taught by Chief Engi- 
neer Carl Watson and Station Man- 
ager John Shultz. 
The N. C. State college extension 
| service will supervise the course. 
Students are being registered now. 


| ing 











San Francisco, Feb, 3. 

Splitting of the Red and Blue net. 
works here is costing Frisco its top 
radio public relations expert. Milton 
Samuel, for many years KGO-KPO 
press chief here, has been moved up 
to handle the chore for the Western 
Division of the Blue, with headquar. 
ters in Hollywood under Don Gi}. 
man. His departure has been de. 
ferred a week, as Mrs. Samuel antici. 
pates maternity in a few days, 

No one is yet set to handle Blue 
publicity here but major Frisco ap- 
pointments on the KGO side include: 

Headman: William B. Ryan. 

Salesmanager: Walter Davidson 
(from Hollywood). ’ 

Promotion: J. G. Paltridge. 

Program: Bob Dwan, program 
manager; Forrest Barnes, production 
manager; Fred Hegelund and Helen 
Morgan, producers. 

Announcers: Berton Bennett, W. C. 
Livesay, John Galbraith, Horace 
Gayman, Bill Wood. 

Sales: George Fuerst, Ray Rhodes, 
Gene Grant. ‘ 

On the KPO-Red side, Al Nelson 
tops, and retains his own publicity 
man, Kay Barr, whom he brought 
from the East, to handle press, as- 
sisted by Edwarda Gilmore, formerly 
Samuel’s secretary in press. 

Sales staff includes Harry Buck- 
nell, Frances Young, Walter Tolle- 
son, and Bill Shea. 

Bob Seal draws the program and 
production manager berth with 
Wally Ruggles, Cameron Prod’homme 
and Sam Dixon as producers. Byron 
Mills heads continuity. 

Feeling here is that the division 
has been accomplished as happily as 
possible and most are satisfied with 
their tickets. A couple have been 
dropped, most important severance 
being that of Glen Dollberg, who has 
been KGO-KPO program and pro- 
duction boss for several years and 
formerly served with KFI and KHJ 
in Hollywood. Only one new man 
has been brought in so far, David- 
son, the new Blue salesmanager here 
who hails rom Hollywood. 


KBON, OMAHA, BEGINS 
OPERATIONS ON FEB. 15 


Omaha, Feb. 3. 

Station KBON, owned by the In- 
land Broadcasting Co., begins full- 
time operation here Feb. 15 with 250 
watts power on 1490 ke. Outlét is 
managed by Ernest F. Bader, former 
radio director of the Caples Agency 
and also previously head of the ad- 
vertising agency bearing his name. 

James D. Farris, formerly with the 
Union Pacifiic Railroad advertising 
department and former merchandis- 
manager of KYSM, Mankato, 
Minn., is commercial manager. Paul 
R. Fry, formerly sales promotion and 
publicity head of KOWH, Omaha, 
and the Omaha World-Herald, takes 
over a similar assignment for WBON. 
Marie C. Maher, formerly with 
KOWH, is continuity director and 
Lee Gustafson, formerly with KGFW, 
Kearney, Neb., is chief engineer. 

New studios are in the Central 
Club building. W. G. Rambeau 1s 
national sales representative. 




















‘The Voice of ‘Experience’ Dies at 53 





‘His Friends Defend Sex Lecturer Who Became 


Hollywood, Feb. 3. 
Marion Sayle Taylor, best known 
as ‘The Voice of Experience’ in radio, 
died Sunday (1) following a heart 
attack on the street here. He was 53. 


The son of a Baptist preacher, Tay- 
lor had the gift 8f gab. He did vari- 
ous kinds of spieling before radio, 
notably with sex lectures. At the 
peak of his radio career he had a 
whole floor in a Times Square hotel 
to handle his mail. He had various 
Sponsors, the last being Carnation 
which cancelled him when Time 
Magazine revealed that he was an 
ex-convict. 

Taylor was well liked among many 
show people and was active in recent 
years at the Lambs Club, New York. 
His friends here are inclined to the 








a Radio Counselor 


belief that the deterioration of his 
career broke hi’ spirit. 

Friends also deny that Taylor was 
a calculating exploiter of other peo- 
ple’s confusion. They declare he was 
genuinely charitable and a nice per- 
son. 

Taylor continued on transcriptions 
but the big days of ‘The Voice of 
Experience’ who made film shorts, 
syndicated an advice column and 
wrote books and had a five figure 
income were over. He had about 
eight big years. 

Taylor married three times. 





. 


San Francisco — Jack Williams 
added to KYA announcing staff. 
Comes here from KHBC, KGMB 


| and KGU in Hawaiian Islands. 
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recall his former vibrant tones. 
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Met Opera Reviews 
‘Faust,’ in its first presentation of , rific top ‘G's in the first act and held 


son by the Metropolitan 
a cmeeny. was spotty Friday 
evening (30). Richard Crooks as- 
sumed the title role; it has too high 
a tessitura and too many high notes 
for the short-ranged tenor. He got 
through his first act creditably, but 
the falsetto to ‘B’ in ‘Marguerite 
Je t'aime’ an the white-pinched, 
rough falsetto used for a high ‘C’ in 
‘Salut demeure’ were near-travesties. 
The last aria_ was taken down to 
‘p’ flat, and Crooks still could not 
make it. At times his voice became 
jnaudible, trying apparently to save 
it. He has a good figure, acts well, 
and has a half dozen beautiful tones 
in the middle of his voice, but above 
an ‘F’ he’s inadequate. 

Licia Albanese, costumed to re- 
semble a middle-aged Marguerite, 
was just fair. The ‘Jewel Song’ would 
have been a total failure except for 
the ringing top ‘B,’ held much longer 
than called for by the score. Her 
voice was marred by a bad vibrato, 
and the acting was just adequate. 
Richard Bonelli was fine dramatic- 
ally as Valentine, but some of the 
paritone’s power was gone, a strong 
vibrato marked his work, and the 
‘Avant de quitter,’ while artistically 
phrased and sung, was not likely to 


Fzio Pinza was a magnificent act- 
ing and singing Mephistopheles; he 
poomed and roared over the others. 
The bass took liberties with the score 
and his French diction is_ poor. 
Arthur Kent made much of his bit 
as Wagner, and Lucielle Browning 
was an uninteresting Siebel. Sir 
Thomas Beecham’s best conducting 
was in the national anthem before 
the performance. The chorus had a 
swell time, especially in the second 
act, where several games of catch 
were going on. One girl in partic- 
ular showed excellent form and 
would bear observation by major 
league baseball scouts. 





‘Lohengrin,’ repeated by the Met 
Thursday evening (29), was an aver- 
age performance of the Wagner opera, 
featured by the third appearance of 
Lauritz Melchior in three days. The 
tenor replaced Rene Maison, who 
was indisposed. 

Despite his efforts of preceding 
days, Melchior’s giant physique 
served him in good stead, and his 
wealth of tone was always in evi- 
dence with no sense of strain. Astrid 
Varnay repeated her vivid character- 
ization as Elsa, and Julius Huehn 
made an adequate Telramund physi- 
cally but not vocally. Karin Bran- 
zell, as Ortrud, revealed frayed top 
and bottom tones. Her acting was 
superb, as usual. Other roles were 
in familiar hands. Erich Leinsdorf 
conducted a tired orchestra. 





‘Boheme,’ repeated by the Met Fri- 
day afternoon (30), found two prin- 
cipals ill. Charles Kullman was re- 
placed by Frederick Jagel, and Sal- 
vatore Baccaloni by Gerhard Pech- 
ner, 

Jagel, as usual when he acts as a 
replacement, sang magnificently. His 
top ‘C’s in both the ‘Che gelida ma- 
nina’ and ‘O soava fanciulla’ were 
brilliant, and all afternoon he poured 
forth a wealth of rich melody. Pech- 
ner was adequate in his bit. Grace 
Moore sang an excellent ‘Mi ehia- 
mano Mimi,’ but seemed at times to 
be suffering from a cold. Some tones 
were brassy but seldom interfered 
with the breath control or her lus- 
cious middle and high voice. Anna- 
may Dickey was an inadequate Mu- 
setta vocally and dramatically, John 
Brownlee was passable as Marcello, 
and Norman Cordon so-so as Colline. 

Rae Breisach did a poor Job in the 
pit. 





‘Otello,’ repeated by the Metro- 
Politan Wednesday evening (28), 
would have been a complete fiasco 
had it not been for the presence of 





Giovanni Martinelli in the cast. The 
tenor is singing the title role this | 
year better than ever before, and his | 
lyric handling of his duet with Stella 
Roman, ‘Gia nella notte,’ in the first 
act was a perfect example of fine 
breath control and long-spun phrases. 
The dramatic power was emphasized 
in a powerfully sung ‘Ora per sempre 
addio’ and ‘Si Pel Ciel.’ His acting 
was of the best. 
_ Miss Roman was in bad voice. Hers 
iS such a magnificent voice that it 
seems a shame she misuses it with 
three or four methods of tonal pro- 
duction, none of which adds any- 
thing to her singing. Her acting 
and looks were okay. Alexander 
Sved was not in top form as Iago, 
with the first-act ‘Brindisi’ dull; his 
redo’ was smothered in the orches- 
tration, and the impersonation re- 
mained small-scale. Ettore Panizza 


in the pit and the chorus were in 
top form. 





‘Walkuere,” repeated Wednesday 
afternoon (28) by the Met as the 
Second performance in the Wagner 
Cycle, was a thoroughly adequate, al- 
Hates not great, performance. 
Standout in the east of veterans was 





Lauritz Melchior, who continued to 
improve. His tremendous resonant | 
tones cut sharply through the heavy | 
orchestration, and he took two ter- | 


them interminably to bring down 
the house. Lotte Lehmann, in her 
first appearance of the year as Sieg- 
linde, was the personification of 
loveliness and grace, sfnging with 
full, rich, mellow tones, perfect 
phrasing and diction. Helen Traubel, 
after a disastrous crack on the sec- 
ond high ‘B’ of the ‘Ho Yo To Ho,’ 
recovered to deliver an excellent 
performance. 

Friedrich Schorr’s acting as Wotan 
was superb, but some of his shouts, 
which passed for high tones, were 
not too pleasant to the ear. As 
Fricka, Kerstin Thorborg was a 
properly shrewish Goddess and sang 
with distinction. Alexander Kipnis 
made a foreboding, rich-voiced Hund- 
ing. 

Erich Leinsdorf conducted bril- 
liantly. 





‘Aida’ Monday night (2) saw one 
of the worst performances orches- 
trally of the season. Conductor Paul 
Breisach was mostly at fault, em- 
ploying weird and original tempi, all 
of which were no improvement on 
the Verdian score. There were also 
frequent lapses from pitch and faulty 
ensemble work. 

Norina Greco made her re-entry 
into the company in the title role 
and sang steadily with effective top 
tones. Especially in the Triumphal 
scene, in the second act, and in the 
‘O Patria Mia,’ were her notes above 
the staff, produced with a surety and 
brilliance not heard in the opera be- 
fore this season. Her acting was 
adequate, her costuming not. Karin 
Branzeli wobbled vocally as Am- 
neris, but the veteran made up for 
her faltering powers with the finesse 
and dramatic fervor of her action. 

Arthur Carron made a completely 
unheroic Rhadames, due greatly to 
his absurd costuming. Tenor cut 
loose with some good top tones, but 
his Italian diction was still abomina- 
ble. Richard Bonelli was vocally ex- 
cellent as Amonasro; dramatically he 
was even more so. Nicola Moscona 
and Lansing Hatfield were adequate. 





‘Rigoletto’ Saturday afternoon (31) 
found Robert Weede, in the title role, 
in his best voice of the season. The 
baritone sang with tremendous top 
tones and brilliant resonance. At 
times, although retaining the heavier 
baritone quality, he sounded more 
like a dramatic tenor. His acting was 
equal to his singing. 

Bruno Landi made his first ap- 
pearance as the Duke; he sang with 
complete artistry. His ‘La donna e 
mobile,’ with its artistic dimunendo 
efforts stopped the show. Bruna 
Castagna, in her season’s debut, made 
much of Maddalena, with her rich, 
opulent tones at their best. Hilde 
Reggiani was a misfit as Gilda, fre- 
quently off pitch, unmusical, and 
driving her voice unmercifully. Et- 
tore Panizza conducted excellently. 





‘Phoebus and Pan’ and ‘Le Coq 
d’Or’ were repeated Saturday eve- 
ning (31). The dull, slow music of 
the first opera hampered the singers, 
and the ridiculous costuming and 
English translation affected them 
even more. Best of the artists was 
Arthur Carron, whose powerful tenor 
and clean-cut diction and excellent 
acting were standouts. 

In the Russian opera the illness of 
Ezio Pinza caused Norman Cordon, 
usually the general, to take over the 
role of the King. Cordon did an ex- 
cellent job, one of his finest at the 
Met to date. He is not as gifted vo- 
cally as Pinza, but his acting of the 
role was very funny, even though 
the dance in the second act, with 
which Pinza usually brings down the 
house, was omitted. 

Gerhard Pechner proved an ade- 
quate replacement for Cordon, both 
vocally and dramatically, and was 
costumed to perfection. Josephine 
Antoine took over the role of the 


Queen and revealed still further 


| progress in the makings of a phe- 


/nomenal voice All the frills and 
| ornamentation of the coloratura were 
present, along with the dramatic ut-| 
terances which the role requires. | 


Sir Thomas Beecham conducted. 





DOWNES AMONG SUED 





Fred Hager Charges Illegal Use of | 


‘Wreck of Old 97’ 





Fred W. Hager filed suit Thurs- 
day (29) in the N. Y. federal court 
against Howell, Soskin & Co., Inc., 
Duenwald Printing Corp., H. Wolff 
Manufacturing Co., Inc., Elie Sieg- 
meister and Olin Downes. Action 
charges the unauthorized publication 
of ‘The Wreck of the Old 97.’ 

Song was written in 1924 and as- 
signed by the authors to Brunswick 
Record Co., which in turn assigned 


it to RCA Manufacturing Co., and | 
the latter to the plaintiff, who has) 


been publishing it since 1940. The de- 
fendants are accused of incorporat- 
ing the song in a book called ‘A 
Treasury of American Song’ by Sieg- 
meister and Downes, the latter mu- 
sic editor of the N. Y. Times. 


‘TRAVIATA’ GETS FINE 





Trenton, N. J., Feb. 3. 

Under Michael Kuttner, conductor- 
impresario, the Trenton Opera Assn. 
is now presenting a series with 
Metropolitan stars at $1-2.50 per per- 
formance. An excellent ‘Traviata,’ 
presented Thursday evening (29). 

Vivian Della Chiesa, James Mel- 
ton and Robert Weede appeared in 
the leads. The Met is keeping a 
watchful eye on Miss Della Chiesa— 
and with good reason. Appearing as 
Violetta for the first time on any 
stage, the 25-year-old lyric soprano 
revealed a voice that for size, beauty, 
production and artistic use is unsur- 
passed by ary present-day soprano. 
Obviously nervous at the start, she 
quickly warmed to her task and sang 
a magnificent ‘A fors e Lui’ and 
‘Sempre Libera, reacning tremen- 
dous dramatic heights with the ‘Dite 
alla giovine’ and ‘Addio Del Pas- 
sato.” Her superb acting also brought 
back memories of Lucrezia Bori in 
the same role. 

Weede, singing Germont, a part 
in which he has not been heard in 
N. Y., proved one of the best in the 
role since the days of Giuseppe De 
Luca. The baritone stole the show 
with the ‘Di Provenza,’ his big, reso- 
nant, powerful tones soaring over 
the orchestra, and his artistic phras- 
ing and acting were also excellent. 
Melton was an excellent-looking Al- 
fredo, whose small, tight lyric voice 
was dwarfed besides those of his 
associates. He came into his own 
with an artistically sung ‘Dei miei 
bollenti.’” and reached great heights 
with the duet, ‘Parigi O Cara.’ 
Kuttner did wonders with a local or- 
chestra in the pit, and Earl Wright- 
son, baritone. stood out dramatically 
and vocally in a minor role. Staging 
ws artistic and well done. 

Hundreds were turned away from 
an overflow house of 2,400 ‘ting 
capacity, 2,000). Eddy. 





Ruth Kisch-Arndt, contralto, will 
illustrate Olga Samaroff Stokowski’s 
Layman’s Music Course lecture on 
‘The Art Song’ at.Town Hall, N. Y., 
Feb. 11. 


TRENTON PERFORMANCE 





Douglas MacKinnon Joins 
NBC, Succeeding Abbott 


WQXR, New York, and one of those 
instrumental in launching that sta- 
tion’s policy of serious music pro- 
gramming, has joined the Blue net- 
work staff as assistant to Dr. Walter 
Damrosch, 

He succeeds Lawrence Abbott, who 
resigned to become music editor of 
Time mag. 


MET DROPS 6456 
IN 10TH WEEK 


The Metropolitan Opera Co. con- 
tinued to dive into the red, with a 
$6,500 estimated loss for its 10th 
week ending Monday (2). The take 
was approximately $83,500 out of a 
possible $113,000. 

Estimates of the Week 


Wednesday afternoon (28), ‘Wal- 
keure,’ $6,000, loss, $6,000; Wednes- 
day evening (28), ‘Otello,’ $8,000, 
loss, $4,000; Thursday (29), ‘Lohen- 
grin,’ $7,000, loss, $5,000: Friday aft- 
ernoon (30), ‘Boheme,’ $10,000, profit, 
$1,000 (benefit); Friday evening 
(30), ‘Faust,’ $15,000, profit, $3,000; 
Saturday afternoon (31), ‘Rigoletto,’ 
$14,000, profit, $2,000; Saturday eve- 
ning (31),.‘Phoebus and Pan’ and 
‘Le Coq Dor,’ $9,500, profit, $500 
(at $440 top); Monday (2), ‘Aida,’ 
$14,000, profit, $2,000. 




















N. Y. Concert Reviews 








JAN KIEPURA 
Tenor 
Town Hall, Jan. 31, 1942 

Jan Kiepura’s recitai at Town Hall 
Saturday afternoon (31) showed that 
the Polish tenor has practically no 
peer among tenors. Choosing a pro- 
gram of difficult operatic arias which 
ran from lyric to dramatic Kiepura 
sang innumerable high ‘B’ flats be- 
sides a quantity of ‘B’ naturals and 
high ‘C’s. His powerful tones were 
at their best, his control of dimin- 
uendo efforts excellent, and his infec- 
tious manner had a capacity audience 
with him from the start. 

A Polish song by Nowowiejski won 
most applause of the afternoon and 
had to be repeated. His singing of 


sociated with a coloratura soprano, 
closed the fine display. 

The Metropolitan had him once— 
| and it certainly needs him now. 
Eddy. 





The N. Y. daily critics said: 
Tribune (Perkins): ‘In good voice 
..Ssang with consistent vigor...color 


was. pronounced...forthrfght, often 
forceful emotionalism.’ 
Times (Straus): ‘As fresh and 


| energetic at the close as at the start.’ 


ELIZABETH WYSOR 


Contralto 
Town Hall, N. Y., Feb. 1, 1942 
With a voice of great natural 


beauty Miss Wysor at this recital re- 
v@aled remarkable versatility, as- 
signing herself not the customary 
timid, safety-hugging repertory but 
|}a program that had major vocal re- 
| sponsibilities thrown in as encores. 
After the captious remarks of 
whether she w’s: wise to try so much 





called as a 


around her daring in a matter where 
caution usually rules. For Miss Wysor 
could not have selected a more ex- 
acting program. And, for the most 
part, one which she handled with 
such flexibility, assurance and fine 
high tones that at times were in- 
terpreted by unbelieving ears as 
emanating from a dramatic soprano. 
| This from a full-bodied contralto. 





| Miss Wysor has warmth, grace and | 
How else | 


la trace of impudence. 
| could one interpret her selection— 
and aS an encore, no less—of the 
‘Abscheulicher’ from Beethoven's 
‘Fidelio,’ an aria that one associates 
with a dramatic soprano? 
| hiatus between the contralto and the 
| soprano were bridged without strain 
lor break. 

| Miss Wysor’s voice showed some 
| weariness towards the end of the 
| program, but this was to be ex- 


ithe difficult ‘Laughing Song’ from | 
Auber’s ‘Manon Lescaut,’ usually as- } 


are forgotten it may perhaps be re- | 
heer feat of artistry that 


she was able to do it. It was dis-| 
tinctly a controversial recital. Before 
now she has been recognized as a 
|comer so the voice itself was not in 
dispute. The controversy revolves 


Yet the | 


gram selected. Her poise and man- 
ner and appearance are all big 
league. Lorine Chamberlin played 
excellent accompaniments. Naka. 


The N. Y. Dailies Said: 

Herald Tribune (Boehm): ‘Over- 
ambitious program...naturally fine 
voice...tones insufficiently focused.’ 

Post (Briggs): ‘Miss Wysor’s voice 
is rather an unusual instrument... 
two voices in one...rich contralto.’ 





LILY PONS 
Coloratura Soprano 
Carnegie Hall, N. Y., Jan. 27, 1942 
In excellent form, Lily Pons’ re- 
cital at Carnegie Hall Tuesday (27) 
| night was a decided triumph for the 
vocalist, who refused to stay within 
the pure limits of coloratura but at- 
tempted songs not generally associ- 
arias opened the 
the ‘Variations’ of the same com- 
poser, which she concluded with a 
top ‘E’ that brought down the house. 
A group of old English songs, sung 
| with distinctive artistry and excel- 
| lent diction, followed. The first half 
| was concluded with four Ariettes by 
|Gretry. Six songs of Debussy and 
the ‘Una voce poca Fa’ of Rossini 
made up the balance of a carefully 
chosen program. Singer’s forte lay 
in the top tones since her voice is too 
small to handle big lyric passages 
where the lack of volume hinders 
the dramatic utterances for which 
she tries. Above the staff it is free 
and rings clear. Eddy. 





The N. Y. Daily Critics said: 

Sun (Kolodin): ‘Initial indefinite 
pitch and breathy tone. First class 
singing . .. deftly controlled.’ 

World-Telegram (Biancolli): ‘Suave 
Mozartian style . . glittering line 

. gro-t singing! 

Post: ‘In excellent voice. 
fresh and luscious. Occasional faulty 
intonation and untidy- execution in 
| the florid passages.’ 





VLADIMIR HOROWITZ 
| Pianist 
Carnegie Hall, Jan. 30, 1942 

Obviously nervous at a thunderous 
reception, Vladimir Horowitz pulled 
| himself together and played a con- 
|cert of such brilliance as to beggar 
| description. Thoroughly in the vein, 
| the pianist literally exhausted his 
| audience emotionally and dramatic- 
ally with his playing. 

To describe the delicacy of his 
| Chopin, the haunting melodic line, 
the heat of the fiery passages in the 
| Prokofieff sonata and the sweet 
‘lyricism of the Brahms, plus the 
majesty and dynamic sweep of the 
|entire program is almost impossible. 

The audience was spellbound. 

Eddy. 





The N. Y. daily critics said: 


| Times (Downes): ‘Singing tone, 


Singing | 


Douglas MacKinnon, formerly with | 


ated with her type of voice. Mozart 
program and the | 
singer then really went to town in 








j 


j 
| 
} 
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See Amicable End to Jurisdictional 
Feud of Guild, Musicians Union 


vv 


Negotiations are under way be- 
tween the American Federation of 
Musicians and the American Guild 
of Musical Artists to settle their 
jurisdictional dispute involving con- 
cert instrumentalists. James C. 
Petrillo and Lawrence Tibbett, presi- 
dents of the respective unions, have 
been in communication on the matter 
and are expected to hold a personal 
confab when Petrillo returns from 
his current stay in Miami. Under- 
stood general terms for an agreement 
have been reached. 

Dispute, which has been in the 
courts for about 18 raonths and is 
due for another hearing early next 
month in New York Supreme Court, 
involves Petrilio’s demand that all 
instrumental artists join the AFM. 
Most of the top concert names are 
now members of AGMA. 


Eulogized on Saturday, 
Put On ‘Unfair List’ Next 
Day: That’s Huber’s Tale 


Baltimore, Feb. 3. 


Last Saturday (31), Frederick R. 
Huber, municipal director of music 
here, was eulogized via national 
hook-up from Met Opera House as 
the father of civic-supported musie 
in America. On Sunday afternoon, 
the local Musical Union placed him 
on the unfair list and moved to 
have the same action taken against 
him by the American Federation of 
Musicians. 

Huber, who was appointed to his 
present post some quarter of a cen- 
tury ago, organized the first sym- 
phony orchestra under municipal 
auspices here and sponsored a Negro 
symphony and chorus as well. In 
addition he is in charge of two city 
supported brass bands and acts as 
local representative of the Met 
Opera which stages an annual three- 
day season here. He also manages 
the Lyric, local concert hall and 
scene of all symphonic, operatic and 
recital activities. 


Differences with local union dates 
back some time and came to a new 
flareup last week when Huber made 
public a letter to the local union in 
which he protested increase in rates 
for municipal music. Addressing 
himself to Mayor Howard W. Jacke 
son, he stated that the city was be- 
ing charged more for its musical 
services than private employers. 
Letter and subsequent reply from 
the union received wide publicity 
in local press and did little te smooth 
out differences which involved mat- 
ters of hours as well as wage scales, 





Budget for sponsored music here 
is $69,500, of which $43,000 is desig- 
nated for symphonic musicians and 
$26,500 for bandsmen. MHube: re- 
ceives $2,000 a year from the city. 
Lyric job and Met Opera repre- 
sentation are extras. 


Monte Carlo Ballet Asks 
Court to Nix Hurok Pact 








Universal Art, Inc., producer of 
the Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo, 
filed suit Friday (30) in N. Y. fed- 


eral court against Hurok Attractions, 
Inc., seeking a ruling on its contract 
for management with Hurok. Pact 
allegedly expires Sept. 7. 1942. in- 


| stead of Oct. 21, 1942, as the defend- 


| 





ant asserts. Plaintiff has changed 
management for the 1942-43 season, 
going to the Metropolitan Musical 
Bureau, a subsidiary of Columbia 
Concerts Corp. 

Original contract for management 
was made March 22, 1940, and plain- 
tiff claims the extra month will cut 
into the new booking season if 
Hurok is allowed to manage it past 
the Sept. 7 deadline. 





with subleties of rhythm and nuance 

..penetration to the emotion and 
the psychology of the composer.’ 

Tribune (Boehm): ‘His extraordi- 
nary digital capacities were in con- 
stant evidence.’ 

Sun (Kolodin): ‘Mr. Horowitz 
played the music with furious in- 
tensity, a superb dynamic range, and 
the kind of keyboard control which 
in its own way, the product of 


. ~ : o + > 
} pected considering the arduous pro- | changes of sonorous color, fulfilled | blood and tears. toil and sweat 
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Disk Reviews 





Best Release 


Jimmie Lunceford: ‘Blues In the 

Split onto two separate sides this 
destined to become a ‘standard.’ 
sax solo that’s literally a vocal. 


same name, 





First side is all-instrumental with alto 
Reverse is ensemble chorusing and | | 
more sock band work in same slow tempo. 


Night’ (Two Sides) (Decca 4125). 
cutting is best of all of tune seemed 


Band played it in film of 








Glenn Miller: ‘Fooled’—‘It Hap- 
pened in Hawaii’ (Blue. 
There’s not too much strength 
these. 


in 


solo opening, but its impact will be, 
best on counters. Ray Eberle vocals. | 
‘Hawaii’ isn’t even vaguely con- | 
nected with Pearl Harbor, as title 
might indicate. It’s a ballad done 
fairly well, but outdistanced by past | 
releases, particularly Jimmy Dor- | 
sey’s. Modernaires vocal. 





Vaughn Monroe: ‘Last Night I Said | 
Prayer’—‘Pretty Little Busybody’ 
(Blue. 11422). There’s a lot of senti- 
ment in first tune, one that increases 
in stature each repeat. It may not 
be a solid hit in boxes, but Monroe 
sings simple melody at even tempo, 
with smooth accomp, and counter re- 
action ought to be good. Reverse, 
cute and catchy novelty is also light 
because it’s done too slowly to 
realize its full value. Jack Fay- 
Marilyn Duke vocal. 





Benny Goodman: ‘Blues in Night’— 
*Where or When’ (Okeh_ 6553). 
Finally convinced ‘Blues’ is a hit, 
many leaders are making belated 
versions to lap up some gravy; be- 
sides being a lap behind Goodman’s 
isn’t ‘Blues’ except for Peggy Lee’s 
neat and different vocal. Opening 
and closing bars are original and 
Goodman deserves a rap for mis- 
handling. Reverse, however is some- 
thing else again. Between leader’s 
sub-tone clarinet and Miss Lee’s slow 
vocal, her best to date, side has all | 
it takes to become a standard seller | 








as well as a standout version of a 
Standard. It’s great. 
Louis Armstrong: ‘You Rascal | 


You’—‘Sleepy Time Down South’ 
(Decca 4140). This must be reissue 
of an older master; Armstrong’s 
gravel throat and sizzling trumpet 
haven’t been on many releases lately. 
His work on ‘Rascal,’ a standard with 
him, is full of lively tempo selling 
qualities, counter or machine. Band 








, 








Dick Kuhn 


11416). | ru 
| mental featuring leader's horn, it’s 


geared for boxes in certain areas. 
‘Fooled,’ a new ballad mel- | 
ody, is treated to solid arrangement, | 
particularly in muted brass and sax | 





and His Orchestra 


The Biggest Little Band 
in Kadio 


4th Ye ar Hotel Astor 


‘Bill Bailey Won’t You 
Please Come Home,’ on 


DECCA RECORDS 


MUTUAL NETWORK 
Dir.: M.C.A, 











=— 





| Sammy 





The Most Publicized Record 
Of The Year... 


COUNT BASIE 


And His Orchestra 
WITH 
‘Coming Out Party’ 
AXD 


‘Harvard Blues’ 
On OKEH Records 


Per. Mgt: MILTON EBBINS 

















LOU 
BREESE 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


FLATBUSH, BROOKLYN 
Week Feb. 5 


DECCA "RECORDS 





GENERAL AMUSEMENT CORP. 
Pers. Rep.: SAM LUTZ 





doesn't figure much. Reverse, slower, | 
also totes a punch; straight instru- 


' 





Tommy Dorsey: ‘Winter Weather’— 
‘How About You’ (Victor 27749). 
There have been several good re- 
leases of first, a likely rhythm possi- 
bility for boxes. Good melody, not 
usual in rhythm tunes, gives it a 
headstart. Dorsey wraps it in tasty 
arrangement and tempo and_ it 
should sell, though the Pied Pipers 
have done better work and record- 
ing is too ‘live.’ Coupling, being 
plugged heavily, is fair tune, not too 
strong for boxes. It’s done in an un- 
exciting way by band and Frank 
Sinatra. 


} 


g 
— 





Eddy Howard: ‘Remember Pearl 
Harbor’—‘We Did It Before’ (Col. 
36497). Howard isn’t too well known 
outside midwest, but these sides 
should help get him better acquainted. 
Clean choral work and lifting tempo 
of first, hooked to his ballad intro, 
form saleable followup to Sammy 
Kaye’s version. Coupling is best re- 
lease so far of another flagwaver, 
done in the same style and with 
equal merit. 





Dinah Shore: ‘I Don’t Want to 
Walk Without You’—‘Fooled’ (Blue- 
bird 11423). Miss Shore’s being as- 
signed top tunes; her work on first 
gets full value from the commercial 
melody. It’s a box and counter po- 
tential from any angle. Reverse is a 
better tune under her rhythmic, re- 
laxed vocal and arrangement is good. 
It should help sales. Accompaniment 
on both is neat. 








Kay Kyser: ‘It Happened In Ha- 
waii’—‘Train Song’ (Col. 36495). 
Kyser runs through ‘Hawaii,’ neat 
melody, at an unusually relaxed 
rhythm speed, adding tricky instru- 
mental touches that are refreshing 
since his stuff has been inclined 
lately toward sameness. It won't be | 
a terrific box seller, but it’s good 
stuff. Quartet vocals. Reverse is 
one of the worst he’s used ever. It’s | 
a boring, repetitious bit of nothing | 
vocalled by atrio. 


On the Upbeat | 











Sherman Hayes’ orchestra at the | 


| Crooked Lake Hotel, Troy, N. Y., and 
weekly | 


broadcasting three nights 


lover WTRY. 





Watkins band opens at 

William Penn hotel, Pittsburgh, Feb. 
| 16 for indefinite engagement, replac- 
| ing Baron Elliott, who will be wind- 


| 


| ing up three-month stay. 
| Ken Harrity, pianist with Al Mar- 
sico at Nixon Cafe, Pittsburgh, to 
| the army, with George Annis mov- 
| ing from sax section to keybord and 
Jack Leary added to vacant reed 
berth. 


| 








Don Ostro’s rhumba band opened 
engagement Friday (30) at Yacht 


Club, Pittsburgh, alternating with 
Herman Middleman outfit. 
Eddie Weitz and his Pennsyl- 


vanians opened last night (3) at Co- 
lonial, Pittsburgh, for their sixth en- 
gagement there since last Septem- 
ber. 

Lawrence Welk pencilled into 
Stanley theatre, Pittsburgh, week of 
Feb. 20, with Charlie Spivak fol- 
lowing him on 27th. 

Clyde Lucas and Lang Thompson 
bands signed booking contracts with 
| General Amusement. Lucas was 
| William Moris agency. 





Oggie Davies, Johnny Long gui- 
| tarist, drafted. Bill Nutting, from 
| Dean Hudson, replaces. 





Ronnie Kemper has left Horace 
Heidt orchestra. 





Shep Fields band held over until 








| March 2 at Top Hat, Union City, 
hh N. 


J. 


i 


| 


of the Week: | 





Band Bookings 


Chico Marx, Feb. 9-11, Plymouth 
theatre, Worcester, Mass.; 13-15, 
Metropolitan theatre, Providence; 
16-18, Lyric theatre, Bridgeport; 19, 
Poli theatre, Waterbury, Conn.; 24- 
26. Paramount theatre, Salem, Mass.; 
27-29, State theatre, Hartford, Conn, 

Bunny Berigan, Feb. 5, Alliance 
theatre, Alliance, O.; 6, Coney Isle, 
Cincinnati; 7, Aragon B., Cleveland; 
10, Olean theatre, Olean, N. Y. 

Gene Krupa, Feb. 13, Penn State, 
State College, Pa.; 14, Duquesne U., 











Pittsburgh; 15, Myer’s Lake Park, 
Canton, O.; 20, Rutgers U., New 
Brunswick, N. J. 

Frankie Masters, Feb. 14, Police 


Ball, Rochester, N. Y.; 20-21, Wake 
Forest C., Raleigh, N. C. 

Mitchell Ayres, Feb. 11, Empire 
B., Allentown, Pa.; 13, Blair Acad- 
emy, Blairstown, N. J.; 14, Police 
Ball, Rochester, N. Y.; 16, Elks Club, 
Watertown, N. Y. 


Alvino Rey, Feb. 14, Valencia B., 
York, Pa.; 15, Arena, Trenton, N. J.; 
17, Bardevon theatre, Poughkeepsie. 


Woody Herman, March 13, eight 


weeks, New Yorker hotel, N. Y.; July 


14 or 21, six weeks, Palladium B., 
Hollywood. 

Harry James, May 3, eight weeks, 
Lincoln hotel, New York. : 

Eddy Duchin, March 13, two weeks, 
Beverly Hills C. C., Newport, Ky. 

Isham Jones, Feb. 9, week, Bruns- 
wick hotel, Doston. 

Mills Bros., Feb. 13-16, Strand the- 
atre, Brooklyn; 20-26, Palace theatre, 
Dayton, O. 

Lionel Hampton, 


Feb. 12, week, 


Adams theatre, Newark; 20, week, 


Royal theatre, Baltimore. 

Erskine Hawkins, Feb. 16, Dixie- 
Land Gardens, Lexington, Ky.; 17, 
Junction Park, New Brighton, Pa.: 
18, St. Moritz, Pittsburgh; 19, New 
Albert Hall, Baltimore; 20, Kruger’s 
Aud., Newark; 21-28, Savoy B., New 
York. 

Rose Marie booked for 
weeks into the Casanova, 
Beach nitery, starting Feb. 6. 


eight 
Miami 





Frankie Carlson Stricken, 
Davey Tough Fills In 


Frank Carlson, drummer with the 
Woody Herman band, was operated 
on for appendicitis at Millard Fill- 
more hospital, Buffalo, last Wednes- 
dal (28) night. Stricken just before 
band played one-nighter at Statler 
hotel, for Canisius College. Local- 
ite substituted. 

Next day Davey Tough, recently 
with Benny Goodman, flew to take 
Carlson’s place. 





Band Review 


RED NORVO ORCHESTRA (15) 
With Kay Allen, Jack Thomson 
Blue Gardens, Armonk, N. Y. 

| After several weeks of locations 
and extensive rehearsals Red Norvo’s 
new band sounds like it has the 
goods. It’s an exciting combo that 
totes a hefty wallop in well written 
arrangements cleanly played by a 
group of youngsters charged with 
enthusiasm and ability. This is a 











| band frequently remindful of Claude 
| Thornhill’s; not that it plays ballads 
similarly, but its jump stuff is shot 
|through with 
lent by flutes, oboes, etc. 

With only three rhythm to back 
up three trumpets, three trombones 
|and five reeds, as well as Norvo’s 
|own outstanding xylophone work up 
front, the group sets up nifty dance 
{tempos which kept the floor occu- 
|pied by virtually every person in 
|the room when caught. It’s section 
| work is clean and full in tone, all 
| blending neatly in ensemble, and 
| solos, particularly those by Eddie 
| Bert, trombone, are great. 
| In only one department is Norvo’s 
|new crew deficient. The group 
j|lacks showmanly dressing. His vo. 
calists. or lack of them, hurt. Kay 
Allen, fair, makes little impression, 
/and Jack Thomson, who also ar- 
|ranges, rates similar comment. 
| They’re adequate, that’s all. 
| Beyond those shortcomings, which 
| aren’t too easily corrected these days 
Norvo has chance to become a 
|money-maker. Tasty arrangements 
well played with an enthusiasm that 
flows freely between bandsmen and 
listeners is hard to keep down, and 
Norvo has that in abundance. 

Wood. 





Francis Murphy’s orchestra, local, 
now playing at the Capitol Music 
Hall in Albany. 





10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


(Records below are grabbing most nickels this week in jukeboxes 








throughout the country, as reported by operators to ‘Variety.’ Names 
of more than one band or vocalist after the title indicates, in order of 
popularity, whose recordings are being played. Figures and names in- 
parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the lis 


ti 
'and respective publishers.) ngs 
1. White Cliffs Dover (5) Shapiro......... yond a: sone» Victor 

‘ sserees. DOCCQ 

2. Remember Pearl Harbor (4) Republic... Sammy Kaye.........Victor 
3. Blues in Night (4) Remick............. 4 ge Bay rece ’ on 

c w ° 200s sown e 

4. Rose O’Day (1) Tobias......c..cccsccers oid ag ose ° — 
writ ca 

5. I Said No (1) Paramount............ — = . ‘reas in 
an, sseeeee Decca 

6. Shepherd Serenade (12) Mayfair....... Ponodag rad sees 
ee eens ca 

7. Tis Autumn (6) Witmark..........e00. j Les Brown. ............Okeh 


| Woody Herman...... - Decca 


§{ Tommy Dorsey.......Victor 
“*** ) Tommy Tucker , 


. You Made Me Love You (17) Broadway.. 


. This Love of Mine (16) Embassy.... 


Harry James .....Columbia 
{Glenn Miller.......Bluebird 
‘** ) Andrews Sisters....., Decca 


OTHER FAVORITES 


(These records are directly below first 10 in popularity. 
number of weeks in parenthesis are fading, others gaining.) 


10. Chattanooga Choo-Choo (15) Feist... 


Tunes with 


4 , {Glenn Miller.......Bluebird 
Elmer’s Tune (14) Robbins......... **s**e** ) Andrews Sisters...... Decca 

. Ps Vaughn Monroe... .Bluebird 
Shrine St. Cecilia (7) (Braun)........... ée (ces Sisters...... Decca 


{ Glenn Miller. ......Bluebird 
* ) Jimmy Dorsey........Decca 
{ Charlie Spivak.........Okeh 
{Sammy Kaye.. ...... Victor 


Ev’rything I Love (Chappell)............. 


This No Laughing Matier (Block).......... 


This Time Dream’s On Me (Remick)....... ‘anes —,, Teer 
Madelaine (Santly)........sececseseeeveees Spot Chosen. binenien 
I Got It Bad (Robbins)...... Np (leas... saa 
Deep in Heart Texas (Melodylane)......... } Sawey oo es 
I Don’t Want Walk Without You (Param’nt). Sannin We 
Somebody Else Taking My Place (Shapiro).. { Benny Goodman......Okeh 


) Russ Morgan..........Decca 








{Orchestras 





Inside Stu 


Agitation set in motion last year by Daughters of the American Revo- 








Latter is okay and | 
| should be released this weekend. 


lution, which kept colored singer Marion Anderson off the stage of Con- 
| stitutional Hall, Washington, D. C., didn’t affect Cootie Williams’ working 


| with Benny Goodman there last week. Williams, colored trumpeter and 
|former member of Goodman's orchestra, worked solo and with Goodman 


during the latter’s concert date with National Symphony, conducted by 
Hans Krindler. 

Goodman has been working concert dates booked for him by hopping 
out of New York each Sunday when his band lays off at the New Yorker 
hotel, N.Y. His being held over at the latter spot until March 12 had 


'mixed up a two-week series of concert appearances. 





Personal managers of name bands have been voicing amazement over 
the telephonic barrage to which they have been subject in recent weeks 
from subordinates of Bill Coleman, of the radio branch of the War De- 
partment, who also is the writer of the song, ‘Keep ’Em Flying.’ These 
calls, bidding for plugs on the tune, originate from the War Department 
in Washington on a person to person basis and the pitches to the band 
managers located in New York are of considerable length. One band 
manager last week burned up at such a caller to the point of demanding 
whether this songplugging was part of the latter’s duties, and, if not, 
| whether the caller realized that he was wasting the band manager’s money 
which he had turned over to the Government in the form of taxes. 





Larry Clinton, who broke up his band late last October, will not return 
as a leader until charges against him preferred by N. Y. Local 802 of the 
AFM are ironed out. Clinton was one of the leaders who allegedly paid 
his men below 802 scale for recording dates because of a misunderstanding 
lof rehearsal and actual recording rates as distinguished between classical 
and popular orchestras. His books are being gone over by 802 to de- 
termine what he owes his men. 

Meantime leader is at home in Manhasset, L. I., arranging music for 
future use. It’s possible he will do some recording in the interim, but not 





the distinctive touch | 





for Victor. His contract with latter has expired and new work will 
probably be for Decca. 
Government's Waste Paper Conservation Campaign committee has 


| bought 100 copies of Fats Waller’s recent ‘Cash for Trash’ recoraing for 
| Bluebird and is distributing trem to branch offices in the hope of stimu- 
|lating efforts of underlings in gathering waste materials now valuable to 
| defense, 
| In using Roly Rogers at Totem Pole, Auburndale, Mass., for four days 
| beginning Wednesday (4), Manager Roy Gill points out that this is in line 
|with his policy to give local bands ‘with definite promise’ an opportunity. 
Gill deplores the fact that so many Boston bandleaders and musicians 
| have had to leave home to establish themselves as ‘names.’ 





‘Big head’ attitude of a newly successful bandleader is a topic of conver 
sation among musicians currently. He’s supposed to be dishing out frigid 
stares to many of the men he formerly worked with in other bands, pat 
ticularly while accosted during conversations with fairly important people. 








Hollywood Club, new Toledo, O., 
spot opens Feb. 19 with a band not 
yet set. Delbridge and Gorrell will 
book. Latter put Gloria Parker, at 
head of eight-piece combo, in Grand 
Terrace Cage, Chicago, last week. 


Joe Rines’ ASCAP Show 


Joe Rines, Musical Director at 
WMCA, N. Y., starts a ‘Meet the 
Songwriter’ program on that outlet 
Saturday (7) using only ASCAP 
writers. Gene Buck, president of 
ASCAP, and Nat Burton and Wal- 
ter Kent, co-writers of current hit, 
‘White Cliffs of Dover,’ are initial 
guests. 

Airs 3:03-3:30 p.m. weekly. 





Freddie Cliver, sax player, rejoin- 
ing Cheic Herr’s band at Akron, O., 
replacing Al Kucharski, who goes 
into defense work. 
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RAP BAND ‘PAWNBROKERS: 





”_ 


Low Draft Rating Excuses a Lot 





Leaders Don’t Want Side-Men Whom Uncle Sam 


Has His Military Eye On 








Bandleaders and personal mana~- 
gers of orchestras now beset with 
jnduction worries are being very 
choosey in (their selection of new 
men to replace those lost in draft 
or to other/leaders. Whereas the 
paramount requirement used to be 
how well a musican could play, the 
foremost question currently is draft 
classification. There are an increas- 
ing number of leaders and managers 
who won’t accept a man with higher 
than a 3-A classification no matter 
how expertly he piays, preferring to 
take on someone less proficient but 
with a better chance of remaining 
with the band. 

Changing men frequently works a 
hardship on a band, particularly 
when the men replaced are in key 
positions. An orchestras interpreta- 
tive ability too frequently depends 
on three or four men and when 
they're constantly being shuffled the 
effects are harmful. 

One manager with a sense of humor 
asserted last week that Ozzie Nel- 
son’s tune ‘I’m Looking for An Alto 
Sax Who Doubles Clarinet and Wears 
a Size 37 Suit’ should be changed 
to ‘You’re Married With Two Chil- 
dren—I Hope; What Do You Play?’ 


ARTIE SHAW RETURN 





ve 


Three-Alarm Dance 


Rochester, N. Y., Feb. 3. 

Police Benefit Association, 
shooting at $20,000 take at its an- 
nual Valentine Ball, Feb. 14, has 
engaged three orchestras to play 
on as many floors of the Civic 
Events building. 

Mitchell Ayres will have main 
floor, Frankie Masters upstairs 
and Ken Sparnon’s local radio 
band the basement. 





?- — 








Hamilton College Pays 
Wire Costs for Publicity 





Costs of originating Charlie Bar- 
net’s Coca-Cola ‘Spotlight Bands’ 
program from Hamilton College 
Clinton, N. Y., last Friday (30) night 
was borne by the college itself. to 
publicize the institution on a coast- 
to-coast network (Mutual). School 
posted $550, in addition to what it 
paid Barnet, to underwrite cost of 
wires, production men, etc., who had 
to journey to Hamilton. 
stood that similar Coca-Cola 





| are being arranged for other schools. 
broadcast was 
| velt's Birthday. 


the hop were turned over to March 


Value of Barnet Remote 





ORCHESTRAS GUT 
UP LIKE HERRING 


American Federation of Mu- 
sicians Leaders in Miami 
Meeting Ponder Ways and 
Means to Curb Lawyers, 
Promoters and Others 
Who Finance Dance 
Groups 


SHORTER JUMPS, TOO 


Miami, Feb. 3. 

Executive board of the American 
Federation of Musicians, meeting 
here for its regular winter session, 
has been confronted with the prob- 
lem of exercising more stringent 
curbs on the practices of band fi- 
nanciers and personal managers. The 
problem was tossed into the laps of 
the board through petitions sub- 
mitted by major band booking or- 
ganizations who charged that the 
‘pawnbroker’ element was raising 
havoc with the business. These 
bookers pointed out that unless this 
situation was rectified they would 
be compelled out of self protection 
to engage in similar band financing 





It’s under- | 
shows | 


entirely | 


VIA MORRIS AGENCY | anma en saluting President Roose- | 


All proceeds from| 1. 


When Artie Shaw completes his|o¢ Dimes fund, swelled by a $500 


enforced rest and returns to the 


band business his orchestra will be 
booked by the William Morris 
agency. Latter bought the leader’s 
contract from General Amusement 
Corp. for $15,000 late last week and 
has signed Shaw to a_ two-year 
agreement effective as of March 6. 
Shaw’s remaining time under GAC 
was not definite, but was to run until 
he had earned $17,500 in 
missions for that agency. 
Another condition in the change- 
over is that if Shaw ever plays any 


of the 10 weeks of theatres and two | 


Chi- 


recently, 


weeks at the Sherman hotel, 
cago, which -he cancelled 
the commissions from the dates will 
go to GAC. Latter had made the 
bookings which Shaw cancelled to 
take his rest. For Morris Shaw will 
play only theatre and radio book- 
ings, no one-nighters or locations. 
Morris agency benefits from Shaw 
in another way also. Leader is 
backing his ex-tenor sax player 
Georgie Auld in a new band, now in 


rehearsal in New York, and Morris | 
| Strand, New York 


is to book it. Auld is the musician 
who took over leadership of Shaw’s 
original orchestra, which he walked 
out on about two years ago. It 
broke up soon after, however. An- 
other band led by one of Shaw’s 
ex-musicians is being rehearsed by 
‘Hot Lips’ Page. 
by GAC. 

Shaw’s personal manager, attorney 
Andrew Weinberger, asserts that 
when Shaw resumes his orchestra 
will be of the same instrumentation 
as when 


it recently broke up, in- 
Cluding 14 strings. Shaw’s addition 
to the Morris roster gives. that 


agency a badly needed ‘lead’ band. 


Martin Block’s First 20 


Results of seventh annual band 
_ conducted by Martin Block on 
sie WNEW, New York, Make-Be- 
rele ee room record program were 
ann 4 last night (Tues.) at Block's 
h iversary party at Ambassador 


otell N. Y. His show was broad- 
cast from there, 


First 20 bands were: Glenn Miller, 
oe Dorsey, Harry James, Jimmy 
orsey, Vaughn Monroe, Sammy 
fn Benny Goodman, Artie Shaw, 
Th ny Long, Count Basie, Claude 
ornhill, Charlie Spivak, Gene 
Pa, Woody Herman, Charlie Bar- 














com- | 


It will be booked | 


contribution by Barnet himself. 


GRIER HELD GUILTY 











Los Angeles, Feb. 3. 

Jimmie Grier, band leader, is ap- 
pealing the court decision which de- 
clared him guilty of violating the 
California unemployment insurance 
| law. 
in jail. 

Grier’s contention is that he neg- 


data to the state because he and his 
orchestra were employees of the es- 
tablishments where they performed. 
Court declared Grier an employer, 
not an employee. 


TIES UP BOB CHESTER 








Arthur Michaud Slaps a Plaster at 





Initial skirmish in a legal battle 
| between Bob Chester and his ex- 
personal manager, Arthur Michaud, 
took place last week when Michaud 
attached Chester’s salary at the 
Strand theatre, New York, and any 
funds the leader had at Music Corp 
of America, which books him. Ac- 
cordingly Chester’s first week’s pay, 
amounting to $3,750, is being 
in escrow by Warner Bros. Theatres 





in New York to recover 
over $8,000 he claims is owed him 
by the leader for monies advanced 
during the period the band was get- 
ting started, and back commissions. 
Lee Eastman is attorney for Mi- 
chaud. 

Papers in another suit, agcinst 
Jack Philbin, were served on the 
latter by Eastman. Action alleges 
he (Philbin) induced Chester to 
breach a management contract be- 
tween Chester and Michaud, and 
names Sy Shribman, New England 
band financier and ballroom owner 
as a party. Philbin, who also man- 


handling of Chester. 





David Ballentine left Milton 





George’s band at Boston’s Fox and 


te Alvino Rey, Xavier Cugat, Kay | Hounds Club to join Don Bestor as 
yser, Guy Lombardo, Bob Chester. | vocalist. 
~V¥ 1, « t t 2 


ages Johnny Long, recently assumed | 


IN CAL. TAX MIXUP sie 


He was fined $100 or 10 days | 


methods. 

Aside from the ‘pawnbroker’ and 
personal] manager questions and mat- 
ters of routine the board’s agenda 
included the following subjects: 
Enforcement of social security 
payments upon employers who are 
not so securely situated as theatres 


and hotels. 


| 2. 


Plan to expand band and or- 


chestra entertainment at U. S. serv- 
lice camps. 


3. Change of regulations lowering 
long distance jumps for 
traveling orchestras so as to reduce 
the numbers of highway accidents 
among musicians. 


cupied with 


peals in connection with rulings is- | 


sued against individual members by 
throughout the country, but 
| the topic which perhaps rated tops 


laral 
sVlais 


| in explosive possibilities was the one 


lected to furnish the unemployment | 


held | 


selves and that if nothing else, as | 
soon as a band leader who has been 
! financed gets his head out of wate! 
he usually complains that he’s ‘be- 
ing cut up like a herring by other 
leaders, lawyers, etc.’ All with the 
result that creates a bad intra- 
trade dilemma 


awaiting adjudication of the dispute. | 
Michaud had already begun a suit | 
slightly | 


| 





pertaining to the trade practices of 
| band financiers. The bookers 
did the petitioning charged that the 
| methods of the band 
not unfair competition 


but they 


was 


were disruptive to the business. If | 


| these band-backers, the petitioners 
stated, were permitted to go on pil- 





there should be be nothing to pre- 
vent the booking organizations 
themselves to do likewise. 
As a corollary to this situation, the 
proposition whereby leaders such as 
| Glenn Miller and Tommy Dorsey 
own parts of other bands was also 
brought up. It was noted that this 


arrangement was frowned upon by 
| maestros and musicians among them- 


Proposed Curbs 
On the question of regulating the 
participation of personal managers In 
the band business it has been sug- 
gested that (1) they be licensed by 
the AFM, the same as booking agents, 


| (2) the commission of a manager be 


limited to an equitable percentage, 
say 214%, with the money coming off 
the top of the band’s income and (3) 
the personal manager be restrained 
from doubling as the band’s booker. 
It was also suggested that the board 
enforce the AFM law which bars the 
operators of dance spots from own- 
ing pieces of bands. 

Among those who addressed the 
board on the problem of social se- 
curity collections was J. C. Stein, of 
the Music Corp. of America. It was 
pointed out that whereas there was 
no difficulty in obtaining compliance 
with the union’s social security re- 
quirements from the large hotels and 


(Continued on page 38) 


Invite One-Night Promoters To Lend 





Jive Kids Steal Music 





Detroit, Feb. 3. 

Jitterbugs are going a little too 
far in their enthusiasm. They 
now have taken to collecting ar- 
rangements off the band stands. 
Stunt was pulled during the 
opening day of Jimmy Dorsey’s 
appearance at the Michigan thea- 
tre here. The orch was using the 
regular elevator band pit for its 
turn. The music was being left 
on the stands for the next show. 

During the darkness someone 
slipped down among the music 
racks. 


Manhattan Beach Ballroom 
(It’s Nearby Actually) To 











Coast Guard’s acquisition of Man- 
hattan Beach, N. Y., summer colony 





, 
The executive board was also oc- | 
hearing scores of ap-| 


who | 


money-lenders | 


ing up their control of name bands | 


| he was ending 


| national anthem, and when 


of bungalows to house recruits 
training will not disturb operation of 
| band policy there. While spot that 
| plays band names is usually referred 
|to as in Manhattan Beach, it’s actu- 
|ally in Oriental Beach, close by. Ac- 
| cordingly, latter spot, instead of fold. 
ling, as was rumored Monday (2), 
is to stretch from five to six-day op- 
| eration, extra night being devoted to 
presenting entertainment for recruits 
| Stationed at Manhattan. 

Besides music of outfits brought in 
for weekly stays, guest appearances 
'of singers, etc., will be sought the 
sixth evening. 


‘DORSEY BROS, MAY 





| 
| 
' 
| 
| Madison Square Garden, N. Y., is 
| likely to be the New York stop in 


| 
| the seven “ays of joint appearances 


Benefit From Coast Guard 


PLAY MADISON GARDEN 


in } 


| to whatever 


of Tommy and Jimmy Dorsey’s 
| bands for the benefit of various 
charity organizations. In setting up 
the brothers’ tour to raise approxi- | 
mately $100,000 for USO, Navy re-| 
| lief, etc.. only key cities with ex- 


| ceptionally large auditoriums are be- 
ing considered. 

Dates will probably be played 
around the beginning of May when 
Jimmy exits a stay at the Penn- 
sylvania N. Y., and 
leaves a scheduled booking at 
Paramount theatre, N. Y. 


hotel, 


the 


YOUTH MUSSED UP 





Lou Breese Doesn’t Fancy Nazi 


Salute as Humor 


1 Breese wound up 


which ended in a fist 
Breese 
while leading ‘The Star-Spanglec 


Banner.’ g t 


objected to being heckled 
According to the leader, a 
group of male dancers needled him 
and kept giving a Nazi salute while 
the dance with the 
it was 
| ended he gave one an argument 
Pere Z ‘ 
| which resulted in a flurry of blows 
| With the battle over, his men be- 
gan packing their bus with instru 
|'ments, etc., and soon found them- 
selves surrounded by about 30 men 


| 
} 


waiting for Breese to exit the build- | 


| 


| ing. Cail was put in for police, wh« 
| protected the loading operations 
then escorted Breese and his fistic 


opponent to court, where the leade1 
was reprimanded for taking action 
against the heckler on his own hook 


He then paid $5 to cover damages | 


ito opponent’s clothing. No action 
| . 

wa taken by the police against 
J 

| 


i - 


Tommy | 


Their Counsel In Camp Bookings 


+ 
4 


In an attempt to smooth the path 
of bands playing Army camps under 
the recent ‘for free’ arrangement be- 
tween Camp Shows, Inc., and book- 
ing agencies, operators of regular 
ballroom promotions throughout the 
country are being asked to lend their 
support ‘whenever possible.’ Let- 
ters of explanation, seeking opera- 
tors’ help because of their ‘experi- 
ence in the field’ are to be mailed 
this week by CSI to ballroom owners 
selected from the combined lists of 
various agencies. 

Letters state ‘it would be very 
much appreciated if you could at- 
tend some of these shows played in 
camps in your territory and perhaps 
even arrive before the orchestra to 
check some of the things you know 
a one-nighting band might require.’ 
In addition operators are asked to 
do everything in their power to sup- 
ply local bands in an emergency, 
that is to replace a scheduled name 
outfit which somehow was pre- 
vented from getting to a camp on 
time. 

Idea was fathered by Harry 
Squires, one-night booker for Wil- 
liam. Morris agency, at last week’s 
meeting of agency officials. 


AIR RAID CLOUD 
OVER HOTEL 
ROOF 


Pennsylvania hotel, New York, is 
undecided whether it will use its 
Roof Garden this summer, having in 
|}mind the possibility, however re- 
| mote at the moment, of an air raid 
upon N. Y. with the coming of fairer 
weather. Hotel did not open roof 
room last year, simply redecorating 
Cafe Rouge in summer 
but figured to use it this 











downstairs 
drapes, 
season 

Charlie Spivak’s band will return 


bandstand is decided 


upon, from May 4 to July 11 and 
possibly longer. His selection as a 
summer band followed drawn out 
battle between he and Les Brown, 
with Alvino Rey in background. 


Spivak is current, but is to be re- 
| placed Monday (9) by Jimmy 
| Dorsey. 

Nearby New Yorker hotel changes 
March 12, Woody Herman is to fol- 
low for four weeks, then Johnny 

| Long for 16 weeks, opening May 7. 


| Chatterbox, Mountainside, 


In Unexpected Closing 


The Chatterbox at Mountainside, 
N. J., folded unexpectedly last 
Thursday (29) night. Les Hite’s 
colored band was current. Spot may 
be reorganized and reopened, but 
nothing’s definite 

Hite, caught unawares without 


| bookings because he had been held- 


over until Feb. 25, ts now set for a 
week at Tic-Toc, Boston, Feb. 15, 
and New’ England _ one-nighters 


| thereafter. 





Coo . * e 

tie Williams Debuts 
Colored Wil- 
li.ms’ new band debuts this Friday 
| (6) at the Grand Terrace Cafe, Chi- 
Composed of seven brass. in- 
cluding Williams, five sax, and four 
rhythm, outfit has been rehearsing 


trumpeter Cootie 


cago 





| in New York for several weeks. 
Williams was last with Benny 
| Goodman and before that was a 


mainstay, for years, of Duke Elling- 
| . ; 
| } , band. 
eee aewue ew aeeer 


— 


ences PEN Mi 
Sa. 





| 
‘ 
f 
































VARIETY 


Wednesday, February 4, 1949 





Band Theatre Biz Stilt Improves; 
Miller Smash 756, N. Y.; Hoff Good 


7 the bandstand, 
7 |proving the room. 
2G. N. Y.: Duchin Neat 923,000 Raymond Scott's reorganized band 





Estimates for This Week 

Milt Britton, Cincinnati— (Shubert; 
2,150; 33-44-60). Helped by personal 
appearance of Laurel and Hardy, first 
time here, and Judy Starr on stage. 
*Weedend for Three’ (RKO) also on 
bill. Zippy $16,500. 

Les Brown, Minneapolis—(Or- 
pheum; 2,800; 39-44-55). Band not so 
well-known here, because it’s com- 
paratively new, but it has caught on 
big. Helped by three acts and ‘Sul- 


livan’s Travels’ (Par). Good $13,000 
indicated. 
Henry Busse, Los Angeles—(Or- 


pheum; 2,200; 33-44-55). With ‘Cow- 
boy Serenade’ (Rep) and ‘Body Dis- 
appears’ (Col). Fair $9,500, with 
mild help from films. 

Bob Chester, New York—(Strand; 
2,756; 35-55-85-99). With Georgie 
Price on stage, ‘All Through Night’ 
(WB) (2d-final wk). This show 
could go a third week at indicated 
$38,000, good, for the second, which 
ends tomorrow night (Thurs.), but 
prior commitments prevent a hold- 
over. First week was a strong $45,- 
000. Chester and Price are both 
credited with importantly contribut- 
ing to the business. 

Jimmy Dorsey, Detroit—(Michi- 
gan; 4,000; 40-55-65). And ‘Design 
for Scandal’ (M-G). Big noise this 
week in Detroit, with smash $37,000. 
Band is easily the draw on this one. 

Eddy Duchin, Philadelphia — 
(Earle; 2,768; 35-46-57-68-75). ‘Four 
Jacks and Jill’ (RKO) on same pro- 
gram. Leaning heavily on Duchin’s 
outfit for zingy $23,000. 

Erskine Hawkins, Kansas City— 
(Newman; 1,900; 11-39-44-55). Get- 
ting hefty support from the° Four 
Inkspots, with ‘Glamour Boy’ (Par) 


not figured as helping boxoffice} 
greatly. Sockeroo $14,000, leading | 
grosser in town. 


Cari Hoff, New York—(State: 3,- 
450; 28-44-55-75-90-$1.10). With Three 
Stooges on vaude bill, ‘Men in Her 


| 3,200; 28-33-44-55). Plus ‘Small Town 


Life’ (Col) (2d run) on screen. Rather 
good $22,000, or shade over, is in- 


Glenn Miller, New York—(Para- 
mount; 3,664; 35-55-85-99). With 
‘Sullivan’s Travels’ (Par). The Miller 
band is accounting for a goodly por- 
tion of the big business being done, 
while picture is also potent at the 
b.o.; firsi week through last night 
(Tues.) was a smash $75,000, with 
holdover beginning today (Wed.). 

Ray Kinney, Boston—(RKO-Bos- 
ton; 3,200; 30-35-44-55-65). With 
four vaude acts and ‘All Money Can 
|Buy’ (RKO). Will hit around $18,- 
/000. Band gets ctedit for much of 
draw. 

Clyde McCoy, Chicago—(Oriental; 





Deb’ (20th). Strong $18,000, almost 
entirely on strength of band. 

Orrin Tucker, Brooklyn—(Strand; 
2,800; 30-40-50-55). Coupled with ‘Go 
West’ (Col). Fairish $7,000 in four 
days. 


Buffalo All-Night Jig 
For Union’s Aid Fund! 


Buffalo, Feb. 3. 

Buffalo Musicians Union setting 
March 10 for annual ‘Parade of 
Bands’ in Memorial Aud. 

All-night shindig to benefit union’s 
sick fund will use 30 to 40 bands 
from this area playing in 15-or-so 
minute stretches, plus Johnny Long 
ork and the Andrew Sisters, who 
will be filling a Shea’s Buffalo date. 








Paul Whiteman’s Records 
Paul Whiteman’s orchestra began 
work on a new recording contract 
with RCA-Victor yesterday (Tues.). 
Band made four sides at Victor stu- 
dios in Hollywood for release on 
Victor 50c label. 





|Whiteman’s present band, now at 


It’s first recording work by 


























Lyric by Ralph Freed 
from the M-G-M picture, 


we«ruve-- 








Lyric by Mack Gordon 
from 


Lyric by Jack Yellen 


from Olsen an 
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HOW ABOUT YOU? 


1 KNOW WHY 


(And $o Do You) 


"Sun Valley Serenade” 


HAPPY IN LOVE 


d Johnson's "Sons O" Fun’ 


Words and Musie by Ted Shapiro. 


| 


Music by Burton Lane 
"Babes On Broadway" 


| 


Music by Harry Warren 


Music by Sam E. Fain 


WEATHER 











| than any sort of 


} 
| 





Blue Gardens, Armonk, 


Improves Its Acoustics 


Blue’ Gardens, Armonk, N. -Y., 
roadhouse, long troubled acoustically, 
is being remodelled. Owners are 
linstalling a false ceiling, rebuilding 
and otherwise im- 





opens there March 17 for 15 weeks. 
replaces current 


| Bob Allen crew 
staying until 


'Red Norvo Friday (6), 
'Scott’s debut. 


Masters Hits Slick 
$6,670 In Boston: 
1-Niters Hold Pace 


(Estimates) 


Bob Allen-Van Alexander (Ray- 
mor-Playmor B., Boston, Jan. 30-31). 
Allen, newcomer, and Alexander, 
who's been here before, did big 4,100 
dancers two days for $2,460 at 65c- 
55c. 

Charlie Barnet (Shubert theatre, 
New Haven., Feb. 1). Barnet’s new 
band well received; drew approxi- 
mately 5,300 admissions in five shows 
to gross $2,671 at-50c per. 

Ella Fitzgerald (Armory, Fairmont, 
W. Va., Jan. 30). Last time Miss 
Fitzgerald played here she drew 
more gross but less dancers at $1.13; 
at 90c this stop she grossed $620. 

Woody Herman (Statler hotel, Buf- 
falo, Jan. 27). Playing annual Canisius 
College prom Herman drew capacity 
restricted to 1,000 at $6.60 couple. 

Jimmie Lunceford (Palace theatre, 
Fort Wayne, Ind., Jan. 29-Feb. 1). 
Despite bad weather Lunceford did 
swell $7,235 business with about 20,- 
000 admissions in four days at 45c- 
25c. 

Frankie Masters (Totem Pole B., 
Auburndale, Mass., Jan, 28-31). On 
first Boston stop Masters was solid 
with 9,200 hoofers in four days at 
$1.45 couple for $6,670. 

Jan Savitt (Chermot B., Omaha, 
Neb., Jan. 31}. 
nearly 1,500 produced $1,232 at 88c 
per. 





dicated. 








Ask Bandleaders To Meet 
Physical Fitness Exec 


Bandleaders and music men have 
been invited to a luncheon at the 
Astor hotel, New York, tomorrow 


| (Thursday) by Manie Sacks, head of 


Columbia Records’ N. Y: office. In- 
vitees will meet John B. Keliy, 
director of Division of Physical Fit- 


iness of Office of Civilian Defense, 


who will detail a plan whereby band- 
leaders and other’ entertainment 
talent will be enrolled to influence 


| youngsters to keep fit. 


| It’s figured leaders, just like out- 
| Standing ballplayers, etc., can exert 


more pressure by personal appeal 
other campaign. 
| Sacks will head the efforts of band- 
| leaders taking part. 











‘Pawnbrokers’ 


Continued from page 37 














| theatres, there is still the irrespon- 
| sible one-night-stand and cabaret 
|} Operators and that some way of over- 
| coming this hazard ought to be de- 
| vised so that the booker wouldn’t be 
| held indirectly accountable. 
| was also made of the fact that the 
| AFM’s regulation on social security 
payments does not embrace col- 
legiate dates or social dance book- 
ings, 
300-Mile Jumps? 


As for the problems of cutting 
down traveling distances between 
dance dates, there was the possibility 
that the limitation of 400 miles 
within any 24 hours may be changed 
to 300 miles by the union. Meantime 
the priorities on auto tires is ex- 
pected to act not only as a curb on 











Very good draw of | 


| ceived short shrift from the board. 


Bands at Hotel B.O.. 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels. 
Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give 
room capacity and cover charge, Larger amount designates weekend ang 
holiday price.) 





; Covers Total 

Band Hotel Perea Wan On Den 
Freddy Martin*...Waldorf (400; $1-$1.50)...... seeseese 2 1,900 5,175 
Benny Goodman*..New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)........ 16 2,200 30,925 
Enric Madrigoera..Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50)....... soeeee 1 400 ‘400 
Ray Kinney*..... Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50)........... 41 1,525 58 150 
Charlie Spivak... Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50)....... 3 2,250 7275 
Vaughn Monroe*.. Commodore (400; 75c-$1)...... cooee 16 1,975 23.550 


* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band 


major draw, Ws the 





Chicago 
Del Courtney (Continental Room, 400; $1.50-$2 min.}, 


up excellent stay and will be back in a few months. 
week with 2,600 patrons. 


Johnny ‘Scat’ Davis (Blackhawk; 400; $1.25 min.). Davis in third week 
drew good 2,800 customers. 


Xavier Cugat (Empire Room, Palmer House; 600; $3-$3.50 min.), In 
third week continues at great pace that will carry right through: drew 
4,200 checkgrabbers. : 

‘Fats’ Waller (Downbeat Room, Garrick Stagebar: 200: no min.), I 
first full week in this new jive spot Waller clicked off hot 2.200 patrons 

Boyd Raeburn (Chez Paree; 500; $3-$3.50 min.). Morton Downey and 
Willie Shore continue on the floor show and again a happy session with 
4,400 patrons. 

Jan Savitt (Panther Room, Hotel Sherman; 700; $1.25-$2.50 min.), In 
first five days of stay Savitt orchestra indicates good results for this base. 
ment; brought in 300 customers. 

Art Kassel (Walnut Room, Bismarck Hotel; 300; $1-$2 min.), Kassel 
orchestra making good as always in difficult dance band room and held to 
2,200 diners last week, 


Courtney winding 
Came through last 


n 


Los Angeles 


Ray Noble (Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50). Hitting around 800 covers on 
the two nights (Fri.-Sat.), which is not too bullish. Skinnay Ennis replaces 
Friday (6). 

Phil Harris (Biltmore; 1,500; minimum $1-$1.50). Still pulling strong, 
Aided by Thursday night sellout for high school grads for a smart 6.000. 

Tommy Dorsey (Palladium; 5,000; 65c-$1). In the chips all the way and 
another 16,000 to help him toward the dancery’s high attendance mark for 
the stand, extended another four weeks. Claude Thornhill follows. 

Bob Crosby (Trianon, South Gate; 800: 55c-75c). Building agein for a 
nifty 5,500. 

Horace Heidt (Casa Manana, Culver City; 2,500: 55). 
with a sporting 7,000. Jack Teagarden follows (Feb. 3). 

Paul Whiteman (Florentine Gardens; 1,000; $1-$1.25). 
lovin’ that man’s music and another 7,000 on the books. 


> -_ 


Should wind up 


They can’t stop 











too much travelling but on speeding. 

Proposal advanced by three dele- 
gates from the San Francisco local | 
that all location jobs of travelling | 
bands be restricted to eight months 
out of any year, with the remaining | 
four months going to local bands, re- | 


Your Big Request Novelty 


YOU'RE A SAP: 
MISTER JAP 


Carl Hoff 2 Orrin Tucker 
(Okeh) (Columbia) 
Dick Robertson (Decca) 


A Warm, Beautiful Ballad 
WE'LL ALWAYS 
REMEMBER PEARL HARBOR 


Getting Bigger Every Day 







It was turned down. 

Those attending the meeting were 
President James C. Petrillo, Presi- 
dent Emeritus Joseph N. Weber, who} 
gave the impression of being in good 
physical condition; William J. Kern- 
good, national secretary emeritus; 
Fred Birnbach, international secre- 
tary; Harry E. Brenton, International 




















Note | 





JEALOUS 


Andrew Sisters @ Tony Martin 
(Decca) (Decca) 
Alvino Rey (Bluebird) 


Patriotic Hit of the Last War 
..+A Greater Song Today 


AMERICA, 
| LOVE YOU 


.+».and just recorded by 


KATE SMITH (Columbia) 


MILLS MUSIC, Inc. 
1619 Broadway, New York 
CE ATE RITE REE AOS 


Treasurer, C, L. Bagley, v.p.; Tom 
Gamble, Burt Henderson and Leo 
Cluesman, all of the international of- 
fice; and the following board mem- 
bers, Walter M. Murdoch, A. C. 
Hayden, C. A. Weaver, J. W. Parks 
and Oscar F. Hild. 

Committee named to handle the 
matter of intensified band entertain- 
ment at the training camps consists 
of Harry J. Steeper, Jersey City, A. 
Rex Riccardi, Philadelphia, Jack 
Rosenberg, New York, and Vincent 
Castranovo, Providence. 

The current year’s convention will 
be held in Dallas June 8-12, with 
headquarters at the Adolphus and 
Baker hotels. 





























CANCEL THE FLOWERS | 


By Eddie Seller, Sol Marcus and Bennie Benjemen — Writers of 


| DON’T WANT TO SET THE WORLD ON FIRE 


RECORDED BY 
Tommy Tucker (OKEH) 6466 Tony Martin (DEOCA) 4101 
Guy Lombardo (DEOCA) 4105 Mitchell Ayres (BLUEBIRD) B11309% 
Charioteers (OKEH) 6509 











CHERIO MUSIC PUBLISHERS, INC. 


HOLLYWOOD 
5834 La Mirada Ave. 


CHICAGO 
Woods Theatre Bldgs. 


NEW YORK CITY 
1585 Broadway 
























EVERYBODY’S CALLING FOR —~ 


A STRING OF PEARLS 


MUTUAL MUSIC SOCIETY, Inc. 


(Leo Talent, General Manager), 


1270 Sixth Ave., New York 
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PARTY FALL-OFF ALARMIN 





ALL ASCAPIS 
DIVIDED IN 4 
PARTS 


ASCAP has put the finishing 
touches to the reorganization of its 
branch offices and every zone now 
comes under the direct operation of 
the home office, The executives of 
the four districts and the 20 branch 
offices are as follows: 

F. C. Erdman, eastern district head 
with headquarters in New York, and 
those reporting to him are H. A. 
Brown, Philadelphia; Samuel Berk- 
ett, Boston; William J. O’Brien, 


Pittsburgh; Arthur Rothkrantz, 
Baltimore, and Lawrence B. 
Schlums, Rochester. 


1, T. Cohen, southern district 
supervisor, with headquarters in 
Atlanta, and his aides are Philip O. 
Alexander, Dallas; Stanley Shepard, 
New Orleans; Samuel Feldman, Cin- 
cinnati. 


R. W. Rome, midwest supervisor 
with offices in Chicago, and the 
managers reporting to ,him are 


Dwain M. Ewing, Minneapolis; Frank 
H. Hemby, St. Louis; Edward A. 
Sherwood, Cleveland, and John C. 
Wooden, Des Moines. 

Robert J. Powers, western district 
supervisor with offices in Los An- 
geles and his managerial staff con- 


sists of Harry O. Bergkamp, Den- 
ver; Herman Kenin, Portland, Ore., 
and Harry A. Levinson, San Fran- | 


cisco 





Freddie Rich wrote the music for 
‘I Live on Danger’ 
is conducting the 
scoring job. 





|selves against charges of being ex- 
| orbitant, 


+ 


15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week ending Jan. 31) 





White Cliffs of Dover...Shapiro 
Rose O’Day...........+.+.Tobias 
Blues in the Night....,..Remick 
Shrine of St. Cecilia......Braun 
Remember P. Harbor.. .Republic 
We Did It Before...... Witmark 
Chattanooga Choo Choo....Feist 
’Tis Autumn..,,.........Witmark 
I Got It Bad............Robbins 
Madelaine Weeeivrreerer, cg 
Elmer’s Tune.,.........Robbins 
This No Laughing Matter. . Block 
This Love of Mine...,..Embassy 
Angels of Mercy..........Berlin 
Bells of San Raquel........Peer 


THE LAWYERS 
IN NEBRASKA 
CAN'T LOSE 


Lincoln, Feb. 3. 
Possibility of numerous test cases 
arriving on the federal court docket 
soon was forecast in legal circles 
here as freed ASCAP members, for 
Nebraska, prepared to file their com- 











PHILADELPHI 0 
COMBAT TREND 


—_———— 


patriotic About Parties 
During Wartime and Hope 
Prominent Personages, In- 
cluding Mrs. F.D.R., May 
Endorse This View 





ORGANIZE 





Philadelphia, Feb. 3. 

Alarmed at the faliing off of pri- 
vate parties among the social set 
because of the war, a group of Phila- 
delphia musicians, party arrangers, 
bookers and others interested in the 
situation have formed an organiza- 
tion to combat the trend which has 
made serious inroads in employment 
in the party field. The group is to 
be known as ‘Parties for Patriotism’ 
and plans are bing made to get en- 
dorsements from prominent persons, 
among them, it is hoped Mrs. Frank- 
lin D. Roosevelt, to counteract the 





positions with the Secretary of State 
under terms of the anti-ASCAP law. 
Copyright owners seem to be reason- | 
able enough in their estimate of | 
prices, which won't be as high as 
feared in the preliminary survey. 
They seem to be protecting them- | 


or prohibitive 


Nebraska demands that all prices 


of public performance be listed on 


at Columbia and | the face of the music, 
orchestra on the | ¢ 


san stipulate at the music counter 


(Continued on page 40) 


}in time of war 


| child of Mrs. 


so the buyer | 


impression that somehow it’s bad 


| taste to hold social functions in war- 


time. Idea is to promote counter- 
theory that morale must be kept up 
and parties 
means to that end. 
‘Parties for Patriotism’ 
Edward 


is the brain 
J. MacMullen, 


social director of the Bellevue- 
Stratford hotel. She called the! 
|meeting last week at the Bellevue 


and attending were reps of all fields 
interested including florists, caterers, 


(Continued on page 40) 


Feel Nothing Inherently Un-| 








‘Pubs Curious for Details of Renewal 
Decision by Ft. Worth Federal Court 





copyright lawyers are awaiting with 
much interest the release of a 
written decision covering a ruling 
on renewal rights which Judge 
James C. Wilson made from his 
bench in the Fort Worth, Texas, 


federal court last Friday (30). In 
setting aside a temporary injunction 
which the Jenkins Music Co. had ob- 
tained against Euday L. Bowman, 
writer of ‘Twelfth Street Rag,’ the 
judge held that the composer was not 


law, is a year before the expiration 
date of the original copyright. The 
written decision in the case is ex- 
pected to be filed within the- next 
few days. 

Bowman copyrighted ‘Twelfth 
Street’ on Jan. 31, 1914, and after 
two years of self publication he sold 
all his rights in the song, which in- 
cluded any extension of copyright, 
to the Jenkins firm, of Kansas City. 





about making a deal for the renewal | 
| rights and the publishing house failed | 
to come to terms with him, figur- 
ing that the ‘extension’ provision in 
|its 1916 contract covered these re- 
|newal rights. Bowman later sold 
ithe tune’s renewal rights to Shapiro, 
Bernstein & Co. These rights were 
ito become effective Jan. 31, 1942. 
Jenkins waited until the 
filing date, which was Jan. 31, 1941, 
became due and appealed to the 
| Federal court in Texas, of which 
| state Bowman had become a resi- 
'dent, to stop the writer 


are one} 


lawfully free to dispose of his re-| 


newal rights until such rights ac-| 
tually became available to him, 
which, according to the copyright 


In 1937 Bowman approached Jenkins | 





| 


renewal | 


from going! 


New York music publishers and | through witn his deal with Shapiro- 


Bernstein. Jenkins was granted a 
temporary injunction. 

In vacating this injunction Judge 
Wilson last week declared that in 
his opinion the rights which Jenkins 
claimed were invalid because the 
rights that Bowman had assigned did 
not become his before the date on 
which the copyright law made them 
available to him. The question of 
whether an outright bill of sale con- 
taining a copyright extension clause 
is enforceable has been a moot point 
among music trade lawyers for years. 
Some have voiced the opinion as 
taken by Judge Wilson, while others 
have contended that such an assign- 
ment is binding so long as the writer 
is alive at the time that the renewal 
becomes due. If Judge Wilson's rul- 
ing is upheld by the higher courts 
the status of hundreds of valuable 
tunes held by the older line of pub- 
lishing houses wiil be involved. It 
was quite common years ago for a 
writer to dispose of all his future 
rights for a lump sum after the song 
had gone through its original course 
of popularity. 

While the case was pending in the 
Texas court the Jenkins Co. sold 
‘Twelfth Sireet Rag’ to the Leeds 
Music Co. as part of a catalog. 





Seattle 1007 ASCAP 


Seattle, Feb. 3 
Station KIRO has signed with 
ASCAP as of Feb. 1. For a per pro- 
gram pact on both commercial and 
sustaining. 
This makes it i100 per 
Seattle stations. 


cent for 




















MAESTRO MUSIC COMPANY 


GAVE YOU 


FREDDY MARTIN’S ARRANGEMENT OF 


CONCERTO IN 


Rb 


AND 


. By Tschaikowsky 


TONIGHT WE LOVE 


AND NOW WE PRESENT 


FREDDY MARTIN’S ARRANGEMENT OF 


AND 


WHEN I LOOK AT YOU 


BASED ON GRIEG’S CONCERTO IN A MINOR 





LOOK TO 


MAESTRO MUSIC COMPANY 


FOR 


PACIFIC 


6425 Hollywood 


MUSIC 
MUSIC 
Blvd. 


SOLE SELLING AGENT 


THE WORLD IS SINGING 
SALES 


Cal. 


Hollywood, 
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GRIEG’S CONCERTO IN A MINOR 
| LOOK AT HEAVEN 





Pt ada eae 

















I me ne ree 





r 


i vtech STAPLE EL IRE ON IES Ae oe oe 





en tain evn rang A mest im DY 


2 


cos 


4 
¢ 




















40 MUSIC 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, February 4, 1942 





BMI Overtures Mutual for 1/57, 








ASCAP Still Ponders Mutual Plea for Adjustment 


of Performance Fees 





Broadcast Music, Inc., has 
proached Mutual about signaturing 


a new deal covering the use of BMI’s | 
network programs. 


repertoire on 
The proposition as outlined to Mu- 
tual calls for the payment of 142% 
on commercials, but for no sustaining 
fee. Also a contract that would run 
for eight and three-fourths year, 
starting April 1, 1942. 

Before applying the 142% fee, Mu- 
tual could deduct line charges, fre- 
quency discounts, agency commis- 


sion and a 25% sales commission for | 
the network. NBC and CBS have} 


+ 


ap- 
| 





| 
| 
| 


LOCATE BMI WINNER 





i 


To Arms’ Song 





Dallas, Feb. 3. 


er and radio entertainer, object of a 
|'national search because his song, 
‘Call to Arms,’ won BMI’s national 
contest for a patriotic march, was 
located here last week through a 
newspaper. He gets $1,000 cash as a 
prize and opportunity of making a 
patriotic short for RKO plus such 





already committed themselves to 80) royalties as may accrue henceforth. 
along with BMI for that additional | cate Smith will use his song. 


period, providing the enterprises | 
continue to receive the support of | 
the independent broadcasters. 

ASCAP is still considering the ad- 
justment of terms which Mutual con- 
tends due it under the favored 
nations provision of its contract. 
ASCAP’s counter argument has been 
that if Mutual wants to have its 
commercial fee reduced from 3% to 
234% it will have to abide by the 
higher sustaining scale which pre- | 
vail for NBC and CBS affiliated sta- | 
tions. The latter networks pay a flat 
sustaining fee of $200 for each affili- | 
ated outlet, while Mutual’s fee is $1 
a month for a station which holds a 
local ASCAP license and half the} 
station’s rate card per month in the | 
event it has no local license. 

Mutual contends that the $200 fee | 
could not be absorbed by the net- 
work. In presenting its case recently | 
to ASCAP’s directorate Mutual 
pointed out that if the fee were| 
based on the aggregate power of 
each network’s stations Mutual would 


| 


is 


be paying $19 per kilowatt (1,000 
watts), whereas it is $19 per kilo- 


watt for CBS and $26 per kilowatt! 
for NBC. 


Piantadosi Sues M-G | 
For $1,400,000; Charges 
‘Need You’ Infringed 





Los Angeles, Feb. 3. 
Al Piantadosi, songwriter. filed | 
suit for damages aggregating $1,400,- | 
000 against Loew’s, Inc., Metro-Gold- | 
wyn-Mayer and Leo Feist, Inc., | 
charging infringement of copyright 
on the song. ‘That's How I Need 
You,’ used in the Metro picture, 
‘Barnacle Bill.’ 
Plaintiff, who wrote the number 
in 1912, charges the defendants in- 
fringed the copyright at least 140,000 


times through theatre exhibitions 
He asks separate action on each in- 
fringement under a statute which 
calls for $250 for each of the first 
10 performances and $10 each for 
subsequent performances. 

Piantodosi also asked the court to 
decree that Leo Feist, Inc., is not 
owner. of any interest in ‘That's 
How I Need Yow’ and 104 songs 
listed in the complaint. Action may 
result in a test case to determine 


whether music publishing firms have 
a right to license motion picture re- 
cordings of songs in which the com- 
posers have royalty or copyright in- 
terests, without consent of the song- 
writers. 
Brown Sues for 145G 
Los Angeles. Feb. 3. 

George R. Brown. songwrite 
tweu suits for a total of $145,000 dam- 
ages against Judy Canova, 
Styne. Sol Meyer and Republic Pic- 


filed 


| an 


Jule 


Stuart for several years has been | 


entertainer in Dallas and other 
Texas cities. He has been un the 
road, entertaining at army camps 


ansinmedinemainmeemeiemmaamentt 


Party Fall-Off 


Continued from page 39aemeareee 














a ee 
engravers, as well as those from the 
show biz field. 

No Conflict 

The consensus of the meeting was 
that there is no inherent conflict be- 
tween patriotism and parties, but on 
the contrary, there is an intimate 
connection between relaxation and 
military and civilian morale. 

Mrs. MacMullen referred to the 
plight of the men and women whose 
livelihood depends on parties. She 
suggested that a sealed bucket be 


placed at each party wherein guests | 


may drop coins for some designated 
war charity or agency. 

Among the show folk who attended 
meeting were Meyer Davis, whose 
bands play for the most society af- 
fairs here; Cliff Hall, pianist; Sylvan 


| Herman, bandleader at the Barclay; 


Bob Bennett, accordionist; Chuck 
Gordon, Abe Neff, Alex Haas, band- 
leaders; Jimmy Loughran, president 
of the Entertainment Managers As- 
sociation (bookers) and A. Rex Ric- 
cardi, secretary of Local 77, Musi- 
cians Union. 

All attending pledged contributions 


ito get the organization started. 





Pittsburgh Also Bad 
Pittsburgh, Feb. 3. 

Local musicians, who used to reap 
a nice little extra bundle regularly 
playing for private parties among 
the upper crust, 
that these affairs have dropped 
almost nothing since beginning of 
war. Entertaining on a big scale 
with those who can afford the tariff 
has practically disappeared and deb 
parties, country club dances and 
lavish home shindigs are being can- 
celled all along the line. 


to 


Members of Local 60 who used to | 


pass up cafe and restaurant jobs to 
ride the special events circuit, are 
willing to hook on now with estab- 
lished bands wherever there’s an op- 
portunity, explaining that their in- 
comes from the society entertain- 
ment belt have been nil since Pear] 
Harbor. 

Banquet jobs, usually big around 
here, also scarcer. 


Rex Stuart Gets $1,000 for His ‘Call | 


Rex Stuart, 36, Texas cowboy sing- | 


are complaining | °* 





| tures, Inc., involving 
| ‘Puddin’ Head.’ 
| Plaintiff charges 


the picture, 


he collaborated 


vith Styne and Meyer on tunes that 
were later revamped and used in the 
Canova picture. He seeks damages 
and an accounting of profits on the 
film. 











Lawyers Can't 


_____— (‘ontinued from page 39 





'and pay his fee for whatever use he 
seeks to make of the tune. 

It’s understood most of the firms 
in New York are figuring on a nor- 
mal 35c music sale being jacked to 
50c for an orchestra, 75c for a ball- 
room, and on up to the ceiling, which 
will be about $5 for radio. 

Plans are being formulated by 
some of the dance spots to set up a 
clearing house, which will operate 
for all the places within a given 
area, and serve as a warning serv- 
ice. Office will keep in canstant 
touch with the Secretary of State's 
office, keep all the filings up to date, 
prices for performance of all kinds, 
and get in touch with the subscribers 
|to the service in plenty of time to 
keep them out of trouble on each 
| playdate by making ‘them acquainted 
with restrictions as soon as they've 
been spotted. 

One of the heads of a broadcast- 
ing firm in eastern Nebraska in- 
clined to the ASCAP side when he 
said his station was not playing 
ASCAP members’ music, even 
though it would have been legal to 
'do so ever since the anti-ASCAP law 
was upheld by the supreme court, 


| 





take a man’s property and convert 
it to use of others for personal gain, 
without paying the man who owned 
it for the privilege. 

‘However, this thing works itself 
out,’ he said, ‘I want to see the copy- 
right owner gets what is due him.’ 

Main fight in this scrap, over the 
long haul, was conducted by Johnny 
Gillin, of WOW, Omaha, for the ra- 
dio side, and Joe Malec, another 
Omahan, on the ballroom angle, At- 
torney was William J. Hotz, who 
| handles the Eppley Hotels. 


| Decca, Victor Cited By 
802 for Non-Deduction 








New York local 802 of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians will 
| have representatives of Decca and 


| RCA-Victor recording companies on 
| the carpet before its executive board 


|tomorrow (Thursday) to explain 
!why each has failed to abide by 
| AFM’s. ruling that social security 


| must be deducted from salary checks 


+ paid musicians for recording dates. 

Local 802 recently instituted an 
| order that all payments for record- 
| ing work must be made through 
802, which in turn pays off men 
involved, That’s to check on proper 
for rehearsal and actual re- 
cording. It apparently was in this 
way that failure of Decca and Victor 
to take out social security monies 
came to light. 


, 
scaies 


Ask Charlie Tobias 
‘ — ~™ : ™ a. : . 
To Form Songwriter Unit 
Charlie Tobias has been asked by 
United Service Organization to 
put together a troup of songwriters 
for a tour of the training camps. Unit 


‘ 
the 


plavs 


N. J.. Monday (9). 
Tobias formerly headed one of 
these do-you-remember acts _ in| 


vaudeville. 


WSPR Signs with ASCAP 


Springfield, Mass.. Feb. 3. 
WSPR, Mutual oultet, signed with 


ASCAP this week. according to| 
Wayne Henry Lathan program 
0 ASCAP tunes immediately 
f ( the ai 
& ict was big boon to WSPR 
Rhvihm Society, record program 
which runs a couple of hours daily. 








——_—_== 


Welcome KATE SMITH 
And TED COLLINS 


| 
| 


, We're glad you selected 


its special brand of sunsh 





your other friends. 


WALTER JACOBS 








It’s nice to know you'll be broadcasting from this tropical 
paradise, where you'll meet AL JOLSON, JUDY GAR- 
LAND, BENNY FIELDS, BLOSSOM SEELEY and all 


lle OL 


the LORD TARLETON for 


ine and vacation comforts. 


MIAMI BEACH 





Sid Mills on the Mend 
Sidney Mills, professional manager 
of Mills Music, Inc., and son of Irv- 
ing Mills, is recovering from an ap- 
pendix operation. 


It was performed at Mt. Sinai last 


Wednesday (28). 
Five Star Files In Albany 
Albany, Feb. 3. 

Five Star Publishing Co., Inc., has 
been chartered to conduct a_ busi- 
ness in the printing of musical com- 
positions in New York. Directors 
are: Murray Dorn, Philip F. Seckler 
and Isadore Suchman, New York 
City. 

Max Schaeffer was filing attorney. 








John King cut four sides for Vic- 
tor Bluebird,‘ Deep in the Heart of 
Texas,’ ‘I Hung My Head and Cried.’ 
| ‘Promise to Be True When I’m Away’ 
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land ‘Some Day You'll Know You 


Did Wrong.’ 





because he felt it was not proper to | 


Of Social Tax on Discs: 


its first date at. Fort Monmouth, | 


Separate Cash From House Plugs 


e+. - % 1° *¢ or 

John G. Peatman, who does the plug checking for Broadcast Music 
Inc., has supplemented kis services with what he terms an ‘audience 
coverage index.’ The latter’s purpose is to show the relative size of 
the potential listening audience for each plug. 

By this device Peatman expects to differentiate as to the exploita- 
tion values between songs that have received commercial attention 
and those that have accumulated lots of sustaining performances. 











NBC, CBS, Mutual-Plugs 


Following tabulation of popular music performances embraces all three 
networks—NBC, CBS and Mutual—as represented by WEAF—WJZ, WABC 
and WOR, N. Y, Compilation herewith covers week beginning Monday- 
through Sunday (Jan, 26-Feb. 1), from 5 p.m, to 1 a.m., and is based on data 
provided by Accurate Reporting Service, regular checking source for the 
music publishing industry. 





TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL 
We're Couple in Castle—t‘Mr. Bug Goes to Town’... Famous . 37 
Co Bo ee re er ee Sere URMIIEO a sccccaal 36 
Blues in the Night—?‘Blues in Night’............... Remick .......... 27 
Everything I Love—t‘Let’s Face It’..............06. Chappel] ......... 8 
Eis Ts THe Eimeee MER ge cc dec ceccevaccecces ST Peers 23 
Rees: She SOONG Oe WMS cin seeds con ons brtetsiceeten Melnd: lane ...... 29 
How About You?—?‘Babes on Broadway’............ Feic: 2 
i 666 es de baal o wee OC kee teens CA bbesb Mahe Os eat oo. occa 29 

TT ae i. Se ee eee ere ear rare ere eye ee 21 
Chattanooga Choo Choo—?t'Sun Valley Serenade’...Feist .........,.. 19 
ee ee od bah ois dwg Os 40 One e a bt hp eae Oke DED cicbtecucn 19 
oe Ee eee er ere ee ee Tee er eee Te re eee PTI es ona can te 19 
ERENT abc bse biked SA Neo cc eon beesdbeden ee aiass oa ar ee 19 
PS SC ce LC reas ORS 01 hke ba FERS FOR Sao ORO t ewes J. Campbell...... 18 
NS nib e ik calcd s i aiee She bid ER ATS Oe ees Santly . 18 
Someone’s Rockin’ My Dreamboat.................. Advance ......... 18 
PrOsiGenCs -TITINGaS TRAN. 5 cence i Sec ces tev ie op ewe Ee . 16 
Anniversary Waltz ....... i dk cnd ware ak ae a4 oe Pea a rae i pss | ee a . 
Anchors AW6i8h......0<0scseeees akin teks ie oe cameaits PRODOINS. ...ssabe . 14 
IE, San ogy ck ak 4:49 CARES eh ale WS te owe Ok ee coe 14 
Goodbye Mama, Off to Yokohama............... SaeMODNell ....002 . 
ee Re Er Een ier Oe rrr PEDINS ...0cees ee 
Care PEO NR i's 975: 00 Od 699-8 R Ee ST ek eel RP er ll 
go ORE | re ee ree ee er er eee BEMOOSSY 2c ccis re: | 
We Did It Before—t'Banjo Eyes’ .................06. Witmark ........ 11 
I OO ie es si le sla uy peewee hak bee ere ————— ..... 11 
TE TERE CANUNNO 9. Ok od anal dau’ ghiewacie’ oa side va Ra GaN Embassy ......:. . 10 
I Know Why—+t‘Sun Valley Serenade’ .............. eee 10 
pees Of Be. CHCOlIO .... céa oss cease. Braun 10 


coerce sceere se ces SPLGUTL cose ecevecees 





* Indicates BMI licensing; others are via ASCAP. 
+ Filmusical. 
t Legitimate. 





NAPA DROPPING SUIT Robbins Sues To Bar 
Decketed tor Fev. 17) | ‘We Did It Before’ Song 
From Cantor’s Musical 


| Action 





Philadelphia, Feb. 3. 

The suit of the National Associ- 
ation of Performing Artists against | 
|; WPEN, skedded to be heard Feb. 17 
in U. S. District Court has been 
| dropped, it was announced yesterday 
| by the station. No official of NAPA 
| was available here for comment on 
| the reason for the discontinuance of 
ithe suit. 
NAPA had filed the action Feb. 
115, 1940, to enjoin the station from 
| playing recordings made by NAPA 





Robbins Music Corp. last week 
filed suit in the N. Y. supreme court 
against Warner Bros. Pictures, Ine. 
M. Witmark & Sons and Banjo Eyes, 
Inc 


. in connection with the inclusion 
‘We Did It Before and 
We Can Do It Again,’ in the score of 
‘Banjo Eyes,’ 


of the song 


the Broadway musical 


| members unless the station was | Starring Eddie Cantor Robbins 
llicensed by the organization. charges that the performance of the 

Arthur Simon, general manager |S0"g in the show is in violation of 
of the outlet, said the station had | Robbins’ exclusive contract with 
agreed to the discontinuance of the ‘Banjo Eyes,’ and the incident con- 
suit provided that it was understood | Stitutes a conspiracy between the 


picture company and its two subsid- 
iaries, Witmark and Banjo Eyes, Ine. 
The complaint asks for $275,000 dam- 


that WPEN was making no commit- 
;}ments or agreements of any kind 
with respect to its future conduct. 


cay ages and a restraining order. 
| Hal Kemp Death Is Cause According to the papers in the 
| Maurice Speiser, general counsel] | case. which was filed by Attorney 
for the NAPA, explained yesterday |J. T. Abeles, the legit show's pro- 
(Tuesday) that the reason that the | ducer had agreed that no new num- 
suit had been withdrawn was be-_ ber, unless owned by Robbins, would 
cause it was based on some records be interpolated in the production. 
of Hal Kemp and that since Kemp | Eddie Cantor, however, could sing 


uch old tunes that have been iden- 
tified with him through the years. 


was dead, the NAPA was deprived 
of the plaintiff in the case. 


The discontinuance, added Speiser, ‘We Did It,’ which is published by 
had been obtained without preju- | Witmark, has been a best sheet seller 
dice, and anyway, WPEN had mean-| for several week Warners owns & 
while ceased the use of phonograph | substantial hare of the ock in 


records made by NAPA members. ‘Banjo Eyes.’ 





In 1941 we gave you ‘tNTERMEZZO’ 
now we give you.... 


DARLING, | LOVE YOU 


| from Tschaikowsky concerto, part 2 





LOVE’S RHAPSODY 


a dream melody 


DID YOU DID IT 


(or did you didn’t did it) 
all arranged by KENDALL BURGESS 


* 
EDWARD SCHUBERTH & CO., INC. 


11 EAST 22nd STREET, NEW YORK 
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VAUDE HIT BY 


AGVA Faces New Internal Threat 
In ‘Insurrection By Jack Irving, 
Chi Exec, On Over-Ruling the Nat'l 


% 
vt 








With the national executive lead- 
ership of the American Guild of Va- 
riety Artists under a cloud and thus 
virtually ineffective in coping with 


Thanks For The Test 


Hollywood, Feb. 3. 





i i Brought to the Coast recently 
inner situations, another serious in- , 3 { 
ae ction has reared its head with- by 20th-Fox, Billy DeWolfe, 
“yr First it was the Los An- nitery performer currently at 


in AGVA. 
oles branch; now it’s Chicago, where 


jocal executive secretary Jack Irv- 
ing has taken it upon himself to 
over-rule instructions from the na- | 


Kional office where and when he 
eels the nationctnstances trving nas | WEL0Z-Y olanda Violated 
Jersey Booking Pact, 
Frank McCoy Charges 


the Versailles, New York, took a 
test but failed to land. 

Few days later he was put on 
Paramount’s contract list. 











given a reverse twist to instructions 
from the N. Y. AGVA home office. 
ione situation has put the Callahan 
Sisters (2), currently at the Chez 
paree, Chicago nitery, in the posi- 
tion of being between four fires: (1) 
ey are in the middle of a dispute 
tween the national and Chicago 
GVA offices; (2) they are caught 
tween two niteries which hold 
ntracts for their services, with the 
lub Bali, Miami, now threatening 
1its because the girls did not show 
p for their scheduled opening last 
ight (Tuesday). They remained in- 
tead at the Chez Paree on the in- 
istence of Irving and the advice of 
ational president Morton Downey, 
sso currently at the Chez, and 
Henry Dunn (Cross &), national 






















Frank McCoy, operator of the 
Maplewood Playhouse, Maplewood, 
N. J., is demanding $3,000 from 
dancing team of Veloz and Yolanda 
for their failure to do five out of 
eight scheduled performances at his 
house during the week of Jan. 19. 
Under his pact with the United 
Booking Office, through which V & Y 
were booked at Maplewood, McCoy 
| maintains the team is responsible for 
|losses on rent, personnel, etc., in- 





team was in the house, peeked out 
at the audience and then declared 
it wouldn’t go on. Verbal battle 
with McCoy followed and V & Y 
finally performed. McCoy claims he 
could have grossed about $8,000, but 
took a heavy loss because of all the 
coin he had to refund. 

V & Y cancelled a_ booking 


Silverstone, national counsel of 
AGVA, who advised the Callahan 
Sisters and the Chicago AGVA 
branch that the Club Bali’s contract 
was valid and must be _ fulfiiled. 
Girls signed the Bali deal last Oct. 
10 to open Feb. 3. The Chez Paree 
contract was signed Dec. 10 for the 
Callahan Sisters to open Dec. 24 for 
two weeks, with an option for five | Toronto for 
more. The option naturally carried | California. 
them to Feb. 12 which also puts their | 

N. Y. agent, Miles Ingalls, in the | 
position of setting overlapping deals. 
However, it’s claimed by Ingalls’ of- | 

fice and C. E. Richard, the girls’| Will 





in 


Set Will Harris 
Chicago, Feb. 3. 

J. Harris, veteran Chi pro- 

lgiant rally by the Russian War Re- 

Titi , llief in the Chicago Stadi b. 22. 

Writing, as required in the Chez | lief in the Chicago Stadium m 

ny 9a . 4 i qrric wT cA c 1ess 

Paree’s agreement with AGVA, on| Harri 4d 1 usé i _— 

fhe completion of the first week of |@™es the production. 

he act’s engagement. -_——— ——---— - 


In a letter to Ingalls’ office dated ° 
Chicago 


Paree didn’t pick up the option in 


snow 


in 


an. 9, Richard said: 


‘All we know here is that when 
+ asked: Is our option picked up? 
vam Bramson (of the William Mor- 
I s office, who books the Chez Paree) 
replied, ‘Don’t be silly; stay here 
until we tel] you to leave,’ as 


‘Not Officially Bound’ 
In that letter Richard stated that | 


\merican Guild of 


The 


again 1) dire straits. 








| tive 


S| 
| 
failed 








CFAVICE SHOWS 
FEN AS FACTOR 


List of Top Acts Exhausted | 
20 


RKO Finds, After 
Weeks of Season That Had 


Been Expected to Lead to 


a ‘Revival’ of Stage-Show 
Prominence 





SMALL-TIME BOOKINGS 





Vaude revival being tried this 
year in larger number of situations, 
particularly by RKO, is being jeop- 


lardized by shortage of name acts. 


| Top RKO execs find that bookers 


| 


lare running out of strong acts and 


they’re faced with alternative of re- 


|peat bookings even in such spots as 








treasurer of AGVA now appearing | UBO. 
at the Rhum Boogie in the Windy! Performances were _ allegedly 
City. |missed by the dancers because of | 

Irving, Downey and Dunn counter- | illness. At one session (Friday 
manded instructions from Jonas T. |night), however, McCoy states, the | 


| place 


Boston, where salary considerations 
don’t figure. After approximately 20 
weeks list of turns considered ade- 


quate is reported virtually ex- 
hausted. 
Experience in various situations 


has temporarily cooled RKO execs 


on returning vaude to a number of 


New York theatres for which a live-° 


show policy has been under con- 
sideration. Name players, particu- 
larly from pictures, who have been 
available for p.a. tours, are now con- 


;curred through its non-appearance. | sidered less likely to be open for 
McCoy filed his complaint through | picture house dates due to engage- 


ment for Army-Navy shows. 

Live Talent For Second Features 

Despite current impracticability 
of reconstructing vaude in its orig- 
inal form in the New York area, 
RKO figures on bringing some live 
talent into picture houses to re- 
second features. Policy of 


{running one or two acts may follow 


| Vaudeville Revue,’ 


last week and left for | 


'with small-time vaude substituted in | 
several 


personal manager, that the Chez | ducer, has been named to stage the | 


Variety Artists 
With its national execu- 
secretary, Gerald Griffin, under a cloud 
Iwhich the union’s administration has thus far 


unit billed as ‘B. F. Keith’s Oldtime 
which 
Keith’s, Flushing, Feb. 5, and 
goes into other RKO houses in the 
Metropolitan area. 

Indications are that RKO is figur- 
ing on elimination of dual film bills, 


where such a policy 
would be considered profitable. 


spots 





Rosita and Deno, dance t, and 


Blanca Escalente, Cuban 


ac 


'been booked for Joaquin Garay’s | 
Copacabana Cafe, Frisco, by Sam 
1 Rosey, opening today (Wednesday ) 


1S As for the 


not from the ] 


evidently ripe 


opens at | 
then | 


singer, have | 


Not the Only Odor (oooh "srs 


A a 1 
AGVA branch, 


NAME DEARTH 


+ 





Al Jolson Tells of Inconveniences 
Playing Army Camps, But ‘Loves It’: 
He, Rooney Draw 80,000 In Dixie 





Agent Eats Wolf ? 


Chicago, Feb. 3. 

Agents in the Woods building, 
who have been talking for years 
about the wolf at the door, can 
now actually hear the wolf. 

Woods theatre ballyhoo on 
current ‘Wolf Man’ flicker has 
loudspeaker emitting wolf howls 
every 30 seconds, and the agents 
don’t know whether to run or 
eat it. 


Theatre Authority Asks 
Cut on Infantile Event; 
Creates Fuss in Miami 


Miami, Feb. 3. 
A demand was made last week 
that 15% of the local President’s 
Birthday Ball receipts be turned over 
to the Theatre Authority, organiza- 
tion that siphons off funds for the- 


By AL JOLSON 
Biloxi, Miss., Feb. 3. 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 

I’ve now made several one-nighter 
appearances in the Army and Navy 
camps of our military forces and I 
can’t bring it too strongly to the at- 
tention of our people in the show 
business how much a laugh and gen- 
eral entertainment are needed today. 


To see those boys in these camps 
gives you the greatest bang. I've 
worked in many a town before many 
an audience in my long career in the 
theatre, from Lew  Dockstadter’s 
Minstrels to Shubert musicals, but 
I’ve never had such a thrill as enter- 
taining these boys. 

I'm writing this chiefly to pound 
home to the Bob Hopes, the Fred 
Allens, Cantor, Jessel, Holtz, Berle, 
the Ritz Bros., Sophje (Tucker) and 
Belle (Baker), Ed Wynn and Abbott 
& Costello, names from pictures, the 
radio and the stage, that this is the 
least we of the theatre can do to 
amuse the boys readying to go ‘over 

















atrical charities as a squarer for the | there.’ 
|free appearances of theatrical per- It’s no secret now about our 
|sonages. The demand came from | American Expeditionary Forces. It’s 


Bert Green, local official of Theatre 
} Authority, and created a consider- 
lable fuss as the Infantile funds are 
split up already between national 


a bang to see these boys wait five, 
Six, seven hours in hine for free 
phone calls to their folks back home, 
in all parts of the United States, just 





and local groups. to say ‘Goodbye Mama, I’m Off to 
Matter was settled by a flat $250 | Yokohama,’ or wherever may be 
| to TA. their destination. 
| _—_——_————— ‘Send "Em Away With a Song’ 
‘American Follies’ Set Therefore if we can send them 
away with a song, a smile and a 


By MCA for Theatres | pleasant memory, that’s the least we 

can do. 

; , “pap ‘ : I’m not talking just about the 

American Follies’ unit, currently | straight USO shows which are being 

playing the Lido club here, will tour] pooked out of New York. I want to 
t : a sanee . Mb a vy Vi *. ail 

theatres east, with Buddy Rogers see the big names from Hollywood 

| added, according to Herman Stein ind Radio City take these flyers out 

of the local MCA office. Will work | into the sticks as I’m doing, 42 

its way to the Interstate time. | You don’t appreciate it ‘until you 


San Francisco, Feb. 3. 





} 


. wt ; . C+pj o«= eat y e . 
ie ee Ste in is to a) get up there in front of 4,000 and 
reus li init ‘eplace le/ & ; 

——e Follie 7 to replace 9,000 young men and officers and do 
Lido show Already set are Lou 12 to 20 cond ryi: ke writh t} e pags 
} ‘ ale Mente” rhs Pes . < to a ngs, make \ 1 the gags, 

Ashe, Spiller’s Seals (just back from etc. Then you realize how hungry 
the Jap war zone), Bud Hughes and) ine, are for a laugh . 
t a , a ia rh. 
als (dog act), plus a couvle of = : ‘ , 

shee COE _ Ms . pl . 7 R ‘ , Furthermore, you can’t give the 
clowns anc ine rrnie ayburn} po, . oe 

* IOVS in ervice a bad show Boy 
producing. Set to go in later is Texas| ... , , hep! ‘ li 
Tom end his Wonder Pony. 5 the 
Ton ana n l Po . y he 


ru » ple of ¢ and ves 
( dea l hey vant 
¥ ry? ¢ y y 4 . | 
P : ° 1 4 bs é r f } ne! a 1 dive e- 
administration of the Chicago 
e 
her 9a ] (PD 9 Tre wino aroma ‘ 17 , . 
tneres peen a QToO See, GS SEEM 5O Tar 1M all Camps In these below 


Mason-Dixon line 
had to do two show 
the latter tak 


ter 
vel 


It has now | the 


where Jack 


cake, for some time. 


to 


ritories I’ve 
7 and at 9, 


ng care of the overflow 


ned the point , at 























president, and Henry Dunn, national treas- 
urer, which leads to the presumption that the 
party is getting pretty rough and complicated. 


etting 
Ces, 
ivi] a 


between the two AGVA of- 
He served notice that if any 
ction was brought against the 
(Continued on page 42) 





APOLLON QUITS BURKE 
FOR GEN’L AMUSEMENT 


Dav 

ith 'b Apollon, after many years 
Manag ‘nny Burke, has switched his 
— to the General Amus. 


Downey and Dunn are constantly working 
night clubs, so it’s a guess that politics in con- 
nection with their jobs is the primary reason 
for their ‘interference.’ If they can’t honestl) 
help administer their union and also do their 
performing jobs, without one interfering with 
the other, then it would seem they should re- 
'sign their official positions. Otherwise they 
| are a personification of a vaudeville magnate’s 
‘axiom: “here’s no actor trouble I can’t cure 
'with 10 weeks work.’ 


~s eee “een eeer ee ee eee 








= 





Since bot h 
ften 


ls 


Ae are dialecticians, it was 
sald that Apollon sharpened 
:.*SSociation with Burke. 


“ “~~ 
“ss 2 ~~ — 


«sews 


+} . . — siinen™ a rvino a¢ niv lace himself 1 » posi a sepa 

ie girls were not officially bound to dissipate, the periormers union Irving has openly pla d him Poe the I and usually attended by the officers 
. ; ‘ ° . fe ° _ 6 - e? : necict: ce fr } . : : as 

to the full term of the option, inas- | now also being wracked by the insurrection tion of being ‘sole boss,’ with assistance 1roM | anq their wives, the nurses, et al. 
uC . 4 =| a! oe ‘ ’ , “ . ‘ ' 

much a it had not been exercised af a ae locals certain 1n siders’ Ww ho should have long ago | Our shows are clean even though an 

th nediately after the first week of _ disengaged themselves from AGVA aftairs. | occasional gag about army discipline 

~ date. The girls’ manager added rr , a gnt be a temptation. 

na wante; 1: ‘ or 4 ‘t , 

oo he wanted nothing done to jeop- Los Angeles bi anch of AGVA , € . 2 Houses Nightly 

rdize > Floria- : : owe . ee ; . er ] } , ] nit Ww { to s \ 
Whe om Florida contract. V0 ) ed resolution \ irtually ( O Chicago Ce . . pis the nite We , e¢ ry 

a aes the Chez Paree, backed up ago pe phone unt ae ; the ' and vaude uni rel to ea Act pla d e do ¢ ( ) 
oe refused to release the act | the national administration. Lat y the ‘ here h;: hee ‘lipped f OMMISSIONS a e play to o houses night nd 
In tir ‘ bea : . ae ; ol aminaiate carte. lia there have peen clippers or comm ms as a ba Ar e ~ a 

cote it to make the Bali date, cago lo specin¢ ally local « XECt tive ecre z vay ihe ett Santtitn ind ‘pres ey aver 4.900 sie pel v. 
tor a consulted his personal at-| tary Jack Irving, has been disregarding, or Fe En ee . : hd Each camp S own fine military 
vey: Paul O'Donnell, in Chicago. | . ‘7 ait he sure, its not surprising that A‘ \ lates for the erts, playing the 
Who alsc . eo" se. the national office. As detailed in the . 

the B So advised the manager that | “°'°“ eis ited ) he Chicago insur mess was incubated there. Nor it surprising | Operatics as well as more familiar 
. Bali's contract was valid and | ews columns of this issue, the Chicago insu that Downey and Dunn entered into the spirit | U&hter pieces. They make for a nice 
t ‘ : } . : : the owney and nn entered into tne spil 4 
ery be fulfilled. Richard then! rection has been at least partially aided anc 1. ; hile in Chi ; ; break as one audience gives way to 
] ilver * ‘ | “17 A? : . ings while 1n cavo. | another 

rotestee cr stone in N. Y., bitterly | abetted by Morton Downey, AGVA’s national 0! ting u another. . 

‘Sting the buffeting the act was | . ; —_—— | Sure I have to catch a 2 a.m. milk 


Most certain of all is that AGVA’s national 
administration is completely inept in handling - 
the disaffection within the union’s ranks. Un- 
able to maintain discipline among the 


DICK POWELL ON STAGE 
branches, the present sé ) a farce. It} 
niga dg ae itselt tes edit, ay 11 the | AND MRS. ON SCREEN 


national office issues an order to one of the | 


(Continued on page 44) 








is 





locals it must do so with its fingers crossed.| Dick Powell, on p.a. tour, has re- 
There’s no telling whether it will be obeyed, | quested that wife Joan Blondell’s 
4 Republic film, ‘Lady for a 


or, as lately indicated, | 


. .: ° ; new 
ow completely it will! yi, 
be repudiated. 


ht,’ be shown in theatres in con- 
ewe with his appearance. 
Request has been granted by three 


>a ey | 


e . ° , “x7 } Weec ¢ P State +f e 
All of which indicates that AGVA sorely | 2° geen far, State, Hartford, Stan 
' + a , P 7 1 ~ |ley, Utica, and Oriental. Chicago, 
needs a ctrone o nn ] nN : } P 
leeds a strong guid g hand. if not that, w \\ | with indications that similar ar- 
Af °A7 A at ati? 1] } 
AGVA at, ail ’ ; | ras cments. will be meade elsewhere 
“@#ee”se eer Peewee eetnerewraene se ee te we ws “teen eeereenevwn eee re ee eer 
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Tom Kelly in Philly 
Says Acts Were 





Philadelphia, Feb. 3. 
Tom Kelly, ex-leader of the local 
American Guild of Variety Artists, 
who recently came back to the fold 
as ‘legislative adviser’ for the union, 


had his wings clipped at a stormy | 


meeting at the Hotel Commodore 
last week. 


Kelly arose at the meeting and | 


charged he had been excluded from 
a board of directors meeting: He 
alleged that his disbarment was at 
the instigation of ‘one man,’ ap- 
parently referring to Joe Campo, 
president of the local. Richard 
Mayo, business agent, heatedly de- 
nied there was anything personal in 
barring Kelly. He said the latter 
had no business in a board meeting 
unless he was specifically invited for 
advice on legislative matters. Kelly 
arose and began another harangue, 
charging that the board had ‘sold out’ 
the actors in its recent deal with the 
Entertainment Managers Association 
(bookers ). 

Mayo declared that the record of 
the administration needed no de- 
fense, and cited the achievements of 
the present regime as compared with 
the ‘squabbling and nothing accom- 
plished’ record under Kelly. At this 
point Chick Muller, local m.c., asked 
that the Kelly discussion be ended. 

Kelly again tried to get the floor, 
claiming that his administration had 
been attacked and it was his right to 
defend it. Mayo declared that the 
action barring Kelly from the board 
meeting was taken by the vote of all 
board members. 

The membership was told of the 
new price scales, and an announce- 
ment was made that the local was 
sending Mayo to investigate condi- 
tions in Washington and Baltimore 


AGVA Wrangling, 


Sold Out to Bookers 


+ 





Expo May Bow to U.S. 


Springfield, Mass., Feb. 3. 

Possibility that Eastern States 
Exposition may be closed or sev- 
erely restricted for the duration ap- 
peared this week in first press con- 
ference of Col. Ulysses G. Jones, 
new Westover field commandant. 
Jones admitted -that Exposition 
grounds have been surveyed, pre- 
paring for possible billeting of troops 
there. 

Troops were lodged there last Sep- 
tember at 25th annual exposition, 


BEAR DOWN ON 
PENN BOOKERS 


Philadelphia, Feb. 3. 

The Pennsylvania Department of 
Labor and Industry last week held a 
hearing of charges of unethical con- 
‘duct leveled against Jolly Joyce who 
was accused by the State of having 
obtained $40 in ‘beoking fees’ from 
William Hopkins, operator of Hop- 
kins Rathskeller, North Philly nitery. 
Under the State law the sole fee a 
booker may get is from commissions 
from actors. 

Joyce was let off with a warning 
that another infraction of the rules 
would mean revocation of his license. 

Anthony Sharkey, enforcement 
agent, revealed that next week the 














with a view to establishing AGVA 
locals in those cities if the need was 
found. Dewey Barto, here with the} 
‘Hellzapoppin’ company and a na-| 
tional AGVA board member, at-| 
tended the meeting. | 

Earlier in the week (Monday) | 
three agents were hauled on the car- | 
pet before a joint AGVA-EMA board | 
on charges 


and assessed the costs of the hearing. 
He was warned that another infrac- 
tion of union rules would result in 
the cancellation of his AGVA fran- 
echise. The other two agents, Eddie 
Sax and Harry Ritter, got away with 
only reprimands. 

The board members who heard the 
case were Joe Campo, who acted as 
chairman, and Sid Raymond, Al Rea 
and Bill Jones, representing AGVA, 


and Roy Cross, Paul Mohr and Jim- | 


my Loughran, representing EMA. 
Loughran is president of the bookers 
group. 
Signs of the Times 
Toledo, Feb. 3. 





Signs of the times: The Oasis 
Club, suburban night spot, has} 
changed its name to the Victory 
Club. 


of unethical practices. | 
Fred Sieglee, charged with forcing | 


° | 
actors to walk through a muscians | 


union picket line, was reprimanded | 


State would bring up a dance pro- 
moter on charges of ‘aiding and 
abetting a violation,’ the first time 
such a charge has been pressed. The 
promoter is accused of buying his 
bands through a New York agency 
which is not licensed to do business 
in Pennsylvania. The promoter is 
also said to be booking bands on his 
own without a license. 


Price Offered Cafe 





Bookings In Boston 





Georgie Price, owner of a seat On 


| the New York Stock Exchange, but | 


|now on a stage comeback, has re- 
| ceived offers for repeat engagements 
| from LaConga, N. Y. nitery, and the 
| Rio Casino, Boston. He may take 
| the latter after closing his present 
date at the N. Y. Strand theatre. 
Also has offers from the Mayfair and 


Latin Quarter, other Boston cafes. 
| Price recently played LaConga for 
10 weeks, the Boston nitery for 
three. 


At the Strand, Price is appearing 
with the Bob Chester band, Chester 
and Jimmy Dorsey will record the 
song he wrote for his Strand book- 
ing, ‘At the Early Bird Matinee.’ 











AGVA T hreat | 
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act for obeying instructions from the 
Chicago AGVA office a counter ac- 
tion would be brought by the act 
against AGVA. He added that the 
act stood ready to fulfill its obliga- 
tions and demanded ‘an agreement 
among your Officers as to what 
course we shall pursue.’ Irving al- 
legedly told Richard that he (Irving) 
would ‘protect’ the act in the event 
of a suit. 

Downey and Dunn entered the 
picture as ‘advisors’ of the Callahan 
Sisters, thus overriding the instruc- 
tions of AGVA'’s national Office al- 
though they themselves are national 
officers. That AGVA's action is 
possibly forcing the Callahan Sis- 
ters to withdraw from the Chez 
Paree might have had an adverse 
effect on Downey’s own engagement 
in the same spot is under considera- 
tion in N. Y. 

Plus the contract tangle, Irving 
stated that ‘I will not permit’ the 
Callahan Sisters to play the Club 
Bali unless that night club first 
post a cash bond for salaries and 
two-way transportation, When asked 
if he knew of any instance where 
the Bali had failed to pay off, Irving 
skipped a specific answer. 

The Contract 

Actually, the Callahan Sisters’ con- 
tract with the Bali called for two- 
way transportation plus their salary 
if they played the spot only two 
weeks, or less than four. If play- 
ing four or more weeks, they were 
to have been paid one-way trans- 
portation. Neither Richard, the Sis- 
ters nor Ingalls mentioned anything 
about a bond when first setting the 
deal with the Bali’s booker, Sam 
Collins, who, incidentally, is an 
AGVA-franchised agent. The Bali 
hasn’t an agreement with AGVA, 
which was also seized upOn by Irv- 
ing as reason why he’s not letting 
the Callahan Sisters play the Miami 
nitery. 

Another ‘insurrection’ by Irving 
involved the Sans Souci Dancers 
(6), current at Colosimo’s, Chicago, 
and their N. Y. agent, Eugene Dou- 
van, Irving has been grabbing the 
10% commissions supposedly due 
from the act to Douvan on the claim 
that the act, in also paying 5% to 
the spot’s booker, Tommy Sacco, was 
exceeding AGVA’s limit of 10%. 
Thus far Irving is holding $180, 
which -represente 10% cf the act’s 
salary for six weeks, and refuses to 
relinquish the money to AGVA’s na- 
tional office despite a national board 
ruling to that effect. 

For some obscure reason, Irving 
evidently has taken it upon himself 
and AGVA’s Chicago local to do 
some policing for the Artists Repre- 
sentatives Assn., of New York, which, 
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incidentally, has never been able to 
| set a working agreement with the 
Chicago agents. Irving says he 
| grabbed Douvan’s commissions be- 
| cause the latter, though 
iby AGVA, is not an ARA member. 
AGVA’s national office is completely 


| mystified by this stance, as there is | 
nothing in its basic agreement with 


ARA to substantiate such action. 

In the Douvan matter, AGVA in 
|N. Y. had worked out an agreement 
whereby Douvan would collect only 
5% commission, with the balance be- 
ing returned to the performers. 

Saturday (31) Douvan mailed a 
complaint to the State’s Attorney in 
Chicago against the local AGVA 
Branch, claiming Irving was with- 
holding money legally due him. He 
suggested an investigation by that 
official. 





Detroit Mulling Fate 
Of Old Burley House 


Detroit, Feb. 3. 

City here are mulling 
whether to foreclose a tax lien on 
the Empress theatres or let the old 
burlesque house go under the ham- 
mer at the State scavenger sale. 

John G, Dunn, assistant corpora- 
tion counsel, said he couldn’t decide 
whether to foreclose on the theatret 
and pay over $3,100 in county taxes 
to acquire the title for the city as 
Satisfaction for $12,300 due in taxes 
since 1932, or to take a chance on 
getting the city’s full share of the 
taxes from the State sale. 

The former course indicated, he 
admitted, since it wasn’t likely, with 
many of the town’s burlesque houses 
dark, that there would be any heavy 
bidder on the Empress. However, he 
wasn’t able to tell whether the pur- 
chase by the city would put Detroit 
in the burlesque business or not, 


officials 





franchised | 


Tire Shortage Serious Problem To 
Units’ Auto Jumps, Kemp Deplores 





Housing Problem 


Bridgeport, Feb. 3. 

Finding rooms for vaude talent 
playing Glebe and Lyric stages is 
getting to be increasingly difficult 
for Harry Rose and Nat Rubin, man- 
agers of the main-stemmers. 

Accommodations in warboom area 
are so limited that actors are stop- 


ping at Post Road cabins miles away 
from Bridgeport. 


CAROLINAS G0 
BIG FOR UNITS 


Charlotte, N. C., Feb. 3. 
Vaude units are doing well at the 
boxoffices of Carolina picture houses; 
so well, in fact, that they are getting 
increased bookings. 


Currently in this territory are: 
‘Dancing Around’ with Del Breeze, 
Irish and Leslie, Harvey Pepper, 
Baker Twins, Theo Pennington, Erma 
Mae Woodbury, line and Walter 
Johnson’s band; Dan Fitch’s ‘Victory 
Jamboree’ with Eee Ho Gray & Co., 
Keynoters, Bronlee Brothers, Mason 
and Hutchinson, Senorita Cubanola, 
line and Jamboleers band; ‘Revue 
Glorified’ with Billy Farrel, Weber 
Brothers and Chatita, Noble Trio, 
Curtis and Leroy, Pat Sheridan, Gor- 
don Ray, line and orch; ‘Continental 
Hit Parade’ with Wells Brothers, Hi 
Sing and Sue Ling, Lenore de Gam- 
ma, Homer Mechum, O’Hara Sisters, 
Seror Twins, Rita Dawn, Dean Ed- 














Charlotte, N. C.. Feb. 3 

Units playing the Southern Ate 
tractions circuit in eight southeastern 
states already are feeling the war 
pinch, according to T. D. Kemp, Jr 
manager of SA. os 

Although since Jan. 1 business has 
been better than before the war, the 
tire shortage is presenting a serious 
problem to units, which have been 
making jumps almost exclusively by 
private motor cars, Kemp estimated 
that at least 40 cars are required to 
move the 10 shows now playing the 
circuit. and many of these already 
have run into tire difficulties. One 
unit had to abandon a car, following 
a blowout, because of the ban on sale 
of tubes. 

Kemp said that plans are to have 
all shows routed by rail by early 
fall. 

Cut Out Smaller Towns 

‘This means that we will cut out 
several smaller towns off main rail. 
road lines, and will probably result 
in the booking offered by Southern 
Attractions being sliced from 12 
weeks, as at present, to seven weeks,’ 
seven weeks.’ 

This change also will result in 
cutting out towns that play units 
spasmodically and will force all 
houses that wish to play vaude to 
adopt a set stage policy. Kemp feels 
that the switch to rail will prove a 
boon rather than a drawback to pro- 
ducers, as it will cut out many head. 
aches that go with jumping shows 
by motor car. Several producers 
that play this area already have ex- 
pressed themselves as prefering rail 
travel. 


Switched to Bus 
‘Some of our shows already have 
switched to traveling by bus,’ Kemp 
said. ‘The buses can get tires; so it 
looks as if we'll be able to make out 
by using them until we can get lined 
up on trains, In consideration of 





wards, Jackson Sisters, Angela, line 
and band; ‘Artists and Models Revue’ | 
with Claire Hays, Clem Belling and} 
company, Paula Ruparr, Don Camp, 
Ned Haverly, Pat Sheridan line and 
band. 





| 


| 





Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac, N. Y., Feb. 3. 
Patients of the Will Rogers have | 
flocked 100% into the knitting school 





of ‘Sweaters and Mittens for the | 
Army and Navy Boys.’ Boys are out- | 
knitting the girls of the san, with 
Harry Martin, Max Smallens, Bob | 


Cosgrove and Jack Altree carrying 
top honors. 





Edna Ball, petite ozoner of the 
| Rogers, who is steadily climbing to 
| the O.K. side, now taking piano les- 
sons. Victor (Radio City) Rockiter 


is the lodge’s piano tutor. 

Richard ‘Dickie’ Moore, who left 
the Rogers to continue the ozoning 
routine downtown, is faring well, 
though still a bed patient, with an 
O.K. to get up for one meal a day. 
Friends can reach him at 33 Bloom- 
ingdale avenue. 

Eddie Burke, ex-minstrel tenor 
who took a spill on icy pavement, is 
nursing a broken collarbone. 

Toody Emerson, of the Rogers, 
licked the ‘rib’ operation. After a 
short siege of hospitalization she is 
back in bed at the lodge. 

Ben Schultz, who made the grade | 
here and left for the Big Town to 
resume work, sends greetings to the 
colony. 

Mrs. Roy Nunnley shot in from 
Portsmouth, O., to bedside her hus- 
band, who is staging a comeback. 
It’s Nunnley’s second trip as a col- 
ony ozoner. 

Gladys Pebbler, connected with 
dining room staff of the Rogers, now 
assigned as operator of the lodge’s 
Switchboard. 

Write to those who are ill. 





ione fatal 


| fenbach 


units still using private vehicles, we 
are tightening uur routes by elimin- 
ating long jumps, and making units 
lay over a day rather than take a big 
jump just to fill in a day.’ 

Kemp pointed out that although in 
the last seven years the units playing 
the circuit had traveled almost ex- 
clusively by car, there had been only 
accident. 


Circus Equestrienne 
Suffers Critical Burns 


Louisville, Feb. 3. 
Betty Alvera, member of the Rief- 
equestrian family, now in 
winter quarters at the State Fair 
grounds here, is in a critical condi- 


| tion at a local hospital after suffers 


ing burns Wednesday (28) in a gaso- 
line stove explosion in her brothers 


| house trailer, parked on a downtown 
| lot. 
{found her rolling on the lawn, and 


Members of her family troupe 
attempted to extinguish flames that 


burned off her clothes. 


The company was scheduled to ap- 
pear in a Shrine circus in Cleveland 
on Friday (30). The Rieffenbach 


troup performed with the Ringling 
circus for 19 years before joining 
Cole Brothers a year and a half ago. 
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“One of the best dog acts in the 
business, Cortello himself is a 
crack showman and contributes 
considerably to socko proportions 
of hig turn. Works with about 
five mutts, most of whom have 
‘acquired the mannerisms and are 
even garbed to resemble well- 
known film = astars, Mob. here 
(Nixon Cafe, Pittsburgh) couldn't 
get enough of Cortello’s men- 
agerie.”’ Cohen, 

















GEORGE CORTELLO 


and His 
HOLLYWOOD CANINES 
* 


Second Engagement in 4 Weeks 
at Nixon Cafe, Pittsburgh 


Thanks to Joe Hiller 
and Tony Confortt 


Management: ROGER MURREL 
©, 
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Chiseling Show Promotions Broken Up 
In M'wkee By Agent Group and State 





Milwaukee, Feb. 3. 
Working quickly sans ballyhoo, a 
group of booking agents headquar- 
tering in Milwaukee, and with ac- 
tivities covering the entire state, 
have cleaned up a mess involving 
chiseling, fly-by-night show pro- 
moters. The latter had been giving 
a black eye to all show business 
throughout Wisconsin, to say noth- 
ing of the misery their unscrupulous 
dealings caused a lot of gullible per- 
formers. Latter were frequently 
left broke and stranded in strange 
towns, with no recourse but to ap- 
peal to local authorities for food, 

lodging and transportation home. 


Under conditions that have pre- 
vailed the last few years, it has been 
comparatively easy for nefarious 
promoters to round up talent, fre- 
quently including names who were 
temporarily down, in Milwaukee 
and nearby Chicago, collect fees in 
advance where possible for prospec- 
tive bookings, then take the group 
tu a distant town to perform. The 
promoters then collected the coin 
and frequently skipped with the en- 
tire take. Often there were kick- 
backs to local promoters with whom 
the agent worked. Often, too, the 
pickup shows were billed locally un- 
der misleading and deceptive names, 
leading the yokels to believe they 
were paying a fat price to see 
‘Hellzapoppin,’ the original ‘WLS 
Barn Dance’ or some other attrac- 
tion with whose name or fame they 
were familiar. 

Raised Cain 

Naturally, this sort of thing raised 
cain with the legitimate bookers, so 
they got together--Dick Pritchard, 
Cliff and Fred Burmek, Rusty 
Hagen, Bill Hunter, Len Holt, Lou 
Holz and Curt Berger—and organ- 


ized the Milwaukee Entertainment | 


Bookers’ Assn. Then, officially 
titled, they went into a huddle with 
the Wisconsin Industrial Commis- 
sion, which in this state is the court 
of appeal for people who work and 
don’t get paid. 

They worked out some regulations 
that have now become law. To 


+ 





‘Ice Follies’ 756, Mont’ 


Montreal, Feb. 3. 
‘Ice Follies of 1942,’ at the 9,600- 
seat Forum, did wow biz Thursday 
through yesterday (29-2). 
Gross was $75,000 at $3 top. 


36 CAFES HELD 
OFF LIMITS 


Columbus, O., Feb. 3. 

Thirty-six night clubs in the U. S. 
Army’s Fifth Corps area have been 
declared as ‘off limits’ for military 
personnel. The list, including 24 
spots in Cleveland, Dayton, Akron 
and Cincinnati, has been forwarded 
to police authorities throughout the 
area, Adjutant General E. W. Dennis 
of Fort Hayes, Columbus, announced. 
Other spots were in Fort Wayne, 
Ind., and Covington, Ky. 

At Cleveland, where four places 
were listed—Hot Spot, Cow Shed, 
Red Raven, and Vim Restaurant—it 
had been reported that the places 
operated ‘under conditions that were 
not to the advantage of the person- 
nel of the army of the United States.’ 
It was charged that some places hadi 
exorbitant prices; in another a sol- 
dier was ‘rolled’ after he had im- 
bibed, and in another prostitutes 
plied their trade. 

The Akron spots on the verboten 
list were the Hollywood Cafe, Rich’s 
Tavern, Lennox Cafe and New Tav- 














| ern Cafe. 





operate in Wisconsin, a booking 
| agent now must post a $1,000 bond. 
He must also pay a $50 license fee. 
| His application to do business must 
| be investigated and fully approved. 
| Thus the chiselers are licked before 
i they start. 





Power of a Name 





San Francisco, Feb. 3. 

President, burley house here, 
is playing the Ann Corio film, 
‘Swamp Woman.’ Ads, however, 
don’t bother to mention the 
name of the pic or, in fact, even 
state that the peeler isn’t ap- 
pearing in person. 

Opening copy merely an- 
nouncing: ‘Starts today. Ann 
Corio, Nationally Famous Queen 
of Strip-Teasers.’ 








SGT. FRANKLIN AGAIN 
TRIFLES WITH RIFLES’ 


Camp Upton, N. Y., Feb. 3. 

‘Trifles With Rifles in Class and 
Speed,’ the billing vaudevillian Ben- 
jamin Franklin used to give his 
sharpshooting turn, is going to be 
put to practical use. Franklin, a 
veteran of the last war, as a sergeant 
in the army, has reinlisted at the 
age of 50. 

Franklin’s act played everything 
from the Palace, N. Y., down and 
was variously billed as ‘Sergeant 
Bennie Franklin’ and ‘Franklin and 
Royce,’ the latter when he worked 
with a femme. 

Franklin spent nine years in the 
cavalry, serving in France and later 
in Hawaii. 


60% Payoff Okayed 


On Ciro’s in H’wood 

















Hollywood, Feb. 3. 

First attempt by operators of Ciro’s 
to settle with the creditors for 30c on 
the dollar was turned down and 
followed by an offer of 60c. 

Some of the creditors agreed to a 
60c payoff with a week’s grace to 
raise the coin. Night spot will have 
to work on a c.o.d. basis if it opens 
again, it was decreed. 





Roscoe Ates, stuttering film come- 
dian, has been booked for one of the 
floor show acts at Silver Spur, March 
13 to 22 inclusively, at the South- 
western Exposition and Stock Show, 





Fort Worth, Texas. 


Coordinating Committee Set to Pass 
On Free Talent for Service Shows 





‘Country Store’ to Tour 
Areas Served by WSIX 


Nashville, Feb. 3. 

Roadshowing of WSIX ‘Old Coun- 
try Store’ will take outfit on tour 
through Tennessee, Alabama and 
Kentucky areas served by station. 

Date of start of tour has not been 
set. Joe Calloway, in charge of sta- 
tion’s hillbillies, will m.c. and co- 
manage. When station goes to 5,000 
watts then unit will play dates in ad- 
ditional territory served by increased 
power. 

‘Store’ toured for a few weeks last 
year and met with fair success until 
taxes threatened to eat up all profits. 
Show then folded. 


AGVA EXEC JOBS 
DISSOLVED IN 
FRISCO 


By order of the national board of 
the American Guild of Variety Art- 
ists, the board and official positions 


of AGVA’s Frisco branch have been 
vacated. Local has been rent by 
strong factionalism that has resulted 
in several fistic brawls. 

Until there’s a local election, a 
special committee of three has been 
set up to administer the local with 
the help of Vince Silk, retained as 
executive secretary. On the special 
committee are the leaders of the two 
opposing factions, Chief Copaulican 
and Paul 
Hale, local Equity attorney, as chair- 
man. 

Under the present arrangements a 
Frisco election must be -called not 
later than six months from last 
week’s change, nor in less than 90 
days. 








Speegle with Theodore | 


| The Talent Coordinating Commit- 


,tee of the Associated Actors and 
Artistes of America is the new set- 
up named to pass upon free talent 
|for the U. S. army and navy. Com- 
|mittee will in no way interfere with 
|the functions of Theatre Authority 
|but when gratis entertainment is 
obtained by those outside the recog- 
|nized organizations designed to ob- 
tain talent for the services, the tal- 
ent committee is to ‘clear’ such 
shows, 


Affiliates within the Four A’s must 
be credited when their members 
volunteer for such shows, instead of 
‘private persons and committees, 
Talent is heing sought for army and 
navy relief funds, defense bond 
drives, etc., and while there is no 
objection to participation, the Four 
A’s announces to all members that 
‘exploiters who might seek to take 
advantage of the war situation for 
personal gain or glorification, be 
prevented from upsetting the enter- 
tainment program for the armed 
forces already set up with the co- 
operation of your union and at the 
request of the government.’ 

Members of Equity, radio, screen, 
vaudeville and classical music af- 
filiates of the Four A’s have there- 
fore been told: ‘Under instructions 
from your union, you may not do- 
nate your services except through 
the Talent Coordinating Committee.’ 
Individuals, therefore, are ordered 
to notify Mrs. Blanche Witherspoon, 
2 West 45th street, N. Y., when ap- 
proached by any individual or or- 
ganization to donate their services. 
Mrs. Witherspoon is secretary of the 
American Guild of Musical Artists, 
the concert-opera union. In Chicago 
| the contact is to be made with Vir- 
|ginia Payne, while talent on the 
Coast is to report to Fred Beetson. 

Latest activity of the American 
| Theatre Wing is to establish cabaret 
| canteens, designed to entertain serv- 
lice men rather than supply meals or 
|refreshments. Such canteens would 
be open to men from one in the 
afterncon until one a.m., and gratis 
talent will be sought. 




















Fresh From Hollywood 


(BY REQUEST) 


Fresh Laughs 


ULLY RICHARDS” 


Fresh Songs 
Fresh Agent 








CURRENT AT 


SACK LYNCH'S 


WALTON ROOF, Philadelphia 


(Courtesy Gerry Society ) 


OPENING 


* * * 


MARCH 2, 


TIC TOC CLUB. Montreal 


(if I Can Secure a Visa on a Due Bill) 











Personal Direction 


PAUL SMALL MANAGEMENT CORP. 
Ambassador Hotel, New York 


[**Notice to All Prospective Employers: If the Army Gets Me, You’re Very Lucky] 
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Elimination of Admish Price Seen 
At USO-Camp Shows as Result of 
Squawks from Soldiers’ Kinfolk 


Squawks from friends and rela- 
tives of soldiers on the 15c and 20c 
being charged the boys for USO- 
Camp Shows, Inc., entertainment is 
expected to bring a slice or elim- 
ination of the admish price. Letters 
of protest have just begun to trickle 
into the War Department. Its Bu- 
reau of Public Relations is admit- 
tedly disturbed by them. 

Beefs, from the folks back home 
have only started now because it 
has taken the 10 weeks since the 
shows debuted for the news to get 
back to mother and her friends that 
the tap is being made. What has 
the folks riled is that they made 
contributions to USO in expectation 
that at least part of the money 
would be used for entertainment 
and they think the admish amounts 
to a double levy. 

‘Something’s rotten somewhere 
along the line’ is the consensus, and 
that’s what kas the War Department 
worried. It also is bothering the 
USO. It’s fearful of Ma and Pa 
America thinking someone is mak- 
ing money on their boys. Actually, 
few people realize that under the 
present policy of attempting to give 
every boy the opportunity to see a 
show twice a month the nut is run- 
ning around $50,000 a week. 

Many execs of USO-CSI foresaw 
and feared the present reaction from 
parents and friends of servicemen 
and were against any admission. 
Another group persisted in it, how- 
ever, and the Army's Morale Branch: 
sided with the former, at least for 
a trial period. USO-CSI in the past 
month has made several overtures 
to the Morale Branch to discuss 
cutting or eliminating the door. levy, | 
but Brig. General Frederick Osborn, | 
morale chief, has repeated that he | 
favors giving the present admish a | 
further trial. With the squawks now 
coming in, however, the Bureau of 
Public Relations may force a quick | 
change. 

How the Soldiers Feel 

How much soldiers themselves are 
objecting to the admission charge | 
isn’t quite clear. Their beefing, if | 
any, has not been loud, although | 
at least part of how they feel about | 
it must be reflected in the fact that | 





| 


attendance averages only 57% of ca- | pure 
pacity of camp theatres played. And | isthatarep of the VRTA 


hasn’t | 


soldier 
vocal, 


even if 
been 


squawking 


there seems to be a 


good bit of quiet resentment, judg- | 


ing from the following letter to ‘Va- 
riety’ from a private (formerly in 
show business) at Camp 
Augusta, Ga. 


‘Nearly everyone I spoke to was 
against the idea of paying to see a 
USO show. It was a matter of prin- 
ciple. The soldiers have noted that 
the USO furnishes them with sta- 
tionery, dances, refreshments and | 
Summer shows, all gratis. They | 
know that the USO fund has resulted 
from volunteer contributions, and 
they see no reason why they should 


not have to pay 
sored show, 

‘I tried to explain that for this 20c 
hey would be able to shows 
more frequently and that the small 


to see a USO-spon- 


see 


theatrical budget of USO would pay | 
I received the | 


for only a few units. 
reply that someone must be making 
money somewhere. It wasn’t. kosher, 
way of thinking All they 
that the USO had eollected 
a large sum of money, and no facts 


to their 
knew wa 


could erase the idea that this dough 


wasn't 
SOnOWS, 

‘About 10° of those I spoke to 
were so principled they didn’t bother 
to see the show, although they ad- 
mitted it was undoubtedly worth the 
price. The others paid to see it, as 
there was nothing else to do. No one 
thought the show wasn’t worth 20c.’ 

Another letter, this one fram a 
private at Fort Bragg, N. C., com- 
ments on a CSI unit: 

‘The show we had here tonight 
(31) was much better than the last 
one (a semi-highbrow concert unit, 
‘Music in the Air’). This one was a 
Latin-American revue by Rimac and 
his orchestra and five gals who sang 
Carmen Miranda stuff, danced the 
conga and the samba and, in one 
case, played the xylophone,. . . It 
was interesting to note. . . that at- 
tendance was very poor—the theatre 
being less than half-filed at two 
performances. I suspect that the 
evil reputation built up by ‘Music in 
the Air’ will take some time to live 
down. .ee 


sufficient to provide free 


——+ 


(the theatres) 


Gordon, | have a $1,500 bond posted with the 





CHI CAFES CHARITABLE 


Increase $7,500 Pledge By $2,500 in| 


Actual Returns 





Chicago, Feb. 3. 
Among some 25 key local cafes 
there was a pledge totaling $7,500 
for the Red Cross. 
But when the money was all in 
the bag, the total was actually 
$10,000. 





N.Y. SHUTTERS 


2 TIMES SQ. 
BURLEYS 


New York License Commissioner 
Paul Moss clamped down suddenly 
Saturday (31) around 7 p.m. on two 
Times Square-iocaled burlesque 
theatres, the Republic and Eltinge, 
now known as ‘follies’ theatres, and 
forced their shuttering by refusing 
to renew their licenses. Although 
Com. Moss claimed licenses were 
not renewed because ‘producers had 
not lived up to the requirements of 
decency in accordance with the 
policy of Mayor LaGuardia and the 
License Department’ and that ‘they 
have had repeated 
warnings,’ the burlesque managers 
state they had received no previous 
warnings. 

House operators further claim 
they had received no protest from 
the Mayor’s own censorship commit- 
tee, organized over four and one- 
half years ago, to oversee ‘follies’ 





production. 


‘Follies’ theatre productions, ac- 
cording to burley operators, have 
been kept under close super- 
vision of the Variety Revue 
Theatres Assn. of New York, a 


| committee appointed by the Mayor 


in July, 1937, to keep burlesque 
Contention by the 
has ogled 
each burlesque show every week and 
that any changes asked for have 
been properly made since the in- 
ception of the committee. 
burlesque houses in New York each 


VRTA, which is liable to forfeit in ; 

event of any infraction of the rules, | purpose. The train that brought 
but as far as can be ascertained no | Rooney brought $3.000,000 to meet 
action on the bonds has yet been | the post payroll. The M.P.'s were 
taken. | there to convoy the cargo of pocket | 
| Switch to Pix | lettuce to the post. 

n ¢é itio he Eltinge and| re 

cc the ‘cage ting ‘follies’ | Rooney-Jolson Draw 80,000 
houses in New York are the City,| Mickey Rooney, in three tumultu- 
on 14th street, and the Gaiety in | ous days at Fort Bragg, N. C., topped 
Times Square. City switched sud-| the guest talent on tour of Army | 
|denly from a ‘follies’ policy to | POSts last week under sponsorship 


| straight pictures on Sunday 
trading in its previous 
cense. Gaiety has a 
under current license. 

In statement 


: ~ + as . unity Chest benefit in Boston and 
| tion, Commissioner Moss said that | = “ts p e ‘ ° ‘ Birthd B il in 
‘ 1) at the President’s Birthday Ball i 
The Mayor has repeatedly stated | *. the 7 : 
Sind a. eg nie . | Washington. 
that war conditions will not be per- " : : 
_ a . - ' Runner-up to Rooney in size of 
mitted to lower the standard of “3 “ 
ls and of a . ' city audiences played to was Al Jolson, 
morals 1a Of -cency in tnis city, : , 
, sas : +} : ‘ io. +... | Who performed for 30,000 soldiers 
whether on the stage, in literature | ; : ; 
: ase |during the first week of a tour of 
or commercial vice. | southern camps At least an equal 
. . ° i> « >. f e c 
Whether this statement indicates “jee os : 
number of soldiers were’ turned 


an imminent move for a 


being discussed. 
‘follies’ theatres 


is a question now 
The four 


paid $10,000 monthly 


cellaneous taxes annually. 


requisites forbid the words 


Rev. 





the ‘follies’ shows as ‘dirty.’ 


managers | 


The four | 


(1),| of USO-Camp Shows, Inc. 
‘follies’ li- 
month to go 


explaining his ac- 


‘cleanup | 
drive’ in all phases of entertainment | 


em- 
ployed over 200 people, reportedly 
in admission 
taxes, and $24,000 to the city in mis- 


When Mayor LaGuardia and Com- 
missioner Moss made their cleanup 
of burlesque a few years ago, the 
‘bur- 
lesque’ and ‘Minsky’ in theatre bill- 
ings. Nudes on the stage were okay, 
but only if they remained stationary. 

Mayor LaGuardia, in a talk over 
WNYC, N. Y., Sunday (1) said that 
the ‘follies’ theatres were closed due 
to complaints from high churchmen, 
including, among others, the Most 
Francis J. Spellman, Roman 
Catholic Archbishop of New York, 
and the Right Rev. William T. Man- 
ning, Protestant Episcopal Bishop of 
New York. The Mayor characterized 























| 
as Continued from page 4) ——— 
train, or thereabouts, to make my 


| next one-night stand, but I'll do this 

as long as Uncle Sam will have me. 
They've offered me an Officer's 

uniform to use only while perform- 
| ing, but I think so >; sort of stand- 
| ard uniform, for usage by all talent, 
might come as the authorities realize 
that this would cut down carrying a 
lot of luggage, changes of shirts, 
suits, etc. 

The treatment of the Morale Of- 
ficers and the general authorities, 
plus the great reception from the 
boys themselves, makes it worth- 
while for the stars. So again I argue 
that if there’s any doubt about doing 
your bit—besides Defense Bonds, the 
Red Cross, the USO and things like 
that, of course—boys and girls, here 
it is! 





Keeping Carolina Camps Busy 
Spartanburg, S. C., Feb. 3. 

Bigtime talent was thick as con- 
tempt for the ratzis and japs in Caro- 
linas and nearby army camps last 
weekend, 

Camp Croft here drew Al Jolson 
for two 45-minute shows, as he came 
through town, Alabama-bound for 
Maxwell Field, Montgomery. Fort 
Bragg, N. C., had Mickey Rooney and 
Maxwell Field celebrated with Lieut. 
Jimmy Stewart, appearing in the 
dual role of soldier-actor a couple 
of days ahead of Jolson. 


Jolson arrived here smiling and 
eager to ‘get on with the show,’ de- 
spite the trip from Fort Jackson, 
where the night before he worked 
two shows and had only a few hours 
sleep. Booked for one show here, 
he was on stage at Croft's No. 1 the- 
atre for 45 minutes, then did another 
45-minute ‘encore’ when informed 
that a lot of the fellows had missed 
a gander at him, since the theatre 
couldn’t hold them all at one sitting. 


At Fayetteville, near Fort Bragg, 
|N. C., Rooney was met at the train 
| by 15,000 civilians. Whole squads of 
| local and military police barely res- 





}cued him from the enthusiastic 
crowds. He managed to get out of 
nearby Fayetteville and landed at 


the post considerably disheveled and 
out of breath to greet Col. John B. 
Kennedy, the commander. 


Disappointment was keen when 
the thousands of civilians and the 
soldiers learned that he had come 
| without his bride, Ava Gardner 
| Rooney, a North Carolina girl. 

Schools took a holiday. Fayette- 
ville stores closed. The throngs 
waited 52 minutes at Fayetteville 
| station. Local police had planned to 
|handle the situation—brave lads! 
| Anticipating no such turnout, mili- 
ltary authorities had not providec 
|military police. The station was 
|off limits for them normally, any- 
Fortunately, a detachment of 
M.P.’s was on hand—but for another 








how. 


Metro star performed for more than 
50,000 soldiers in the short stretch 
he was able to squeeze in for USO- 
CSI between appearances at a Com- 


however, with audiences lim- 
| ited by size of the auditoriums avail- 
able. Jolson did two shows a night. 


laway, 


turnaway crowds were Joe E. Brown 


days with the ‘Thumbs Up’ and 
‘Razzle-Dazzle’ units; Ann Miller and 
Mitzi Green. 


or two additional weeks. Miss Gar- 
land and Miss Green have finished 
their chores, while Miss Miller only 


of appearances. 


pair off as the next stars out, open- 
ing a two-week tour with the Ada 
Leonard unit at Camp Livingston, 
Alexandria, La., tomorrow (Thurs- 
day). Deanna Durbin initiates two 
weeks with the ‘Razzle-Dazzle’ unit 





Young | 


Also out last week and attracting | 
and Linda Darnell, guesting with the 


‘Sunshine Revue’; Judy Garland, who 
played eight different camps in 10 


Brown and Miss Darnell started on 
Jan. 26 and were to do two weeks, 
but Miss Darnell has asked to do one 


started on Friday (29) on two weeks 


Jackie Cooper and Phyllis Brooks 








The Good Old Days; 


Herewith appears a ‘Variety’ review of a N. Y. Palace bill of 20 years 
ago. The intention is to reprint these weekly using the relative week of 1922 
with the current date of issue. No special reason in reviving these reviews 
other than the interest they may have in recalling the acts which were 
playing at that time, the manner of putting together a big time show (book. 
ing), which radio stations may find pertinent, and as a resume of the style 
of vaudeville reviewing of that day 





(Reprinted from ‘Variety’ of Feb. 3, 1922) 


PALACE, N. Y. 





The Palace this week is a place to invite the soul to the dazed con- 
templation of a pageantry of draperies, but you have to wait long, oh, so 
long! for the laughs. The stage decorations pass in bewildering array of 
opalescent orgies and amethystine splendors, running thence through the 
entire spectrum, including the pastel variations and the spring color chart 
of the National Aniline Trust; there are wonderful gowns done in tints 
and fabrics for which there probably isn’t a name, and the men make a 
procession of claw-hammer coats and Beau Nash trimmings. Lord-ie! 
What a grand lady vaudeville has grown up to be. 

Polite entertainment had it all its ,»wn way right up to the last number 
on the program. The crowd liked it all. It was so smart. But at exactly 
11:10, when vaudeville audiences usually begin to think of the 11:58 ae. 
commodation, one Johnny Burke walked on done up in a blowsy copy of 
the A. E. F, doughboy uniform and handed them an earful of the grand 
old hokum and they rolled over and over. If you were seated anywhere 
midway between the aisles after he finished at 11:30, you had to wait until 
they stopped trying to get him to come back and make ’em laugh some 
more. This was at 11:30, mind you. And they still go on making vaude- 
ville more and more polite and ‘classy... When the Monday night audience 
forced Burke to three bows at 11:30 they said a mouthful to the variety 
impresarios, and what they said was substantially ‘the pretty-pretty is all 
right in its way, but please make us laugh.’ 


It was a record bill for length. They must have started the overture 
late in the afternoon, for the early comers just got a glimpse of Carradini's 
Animals going off at 8:10. The bulk of the visitors came in the middle of 
Jed Dooley’s talking and lariat throwing turn. It bothered Jed, but he 
made the most of it by turning it into funny cracks and got his reward in 
a friendly reception from a half-settied audience. Most comedians would 
have been broken up and stranded. 

Harriet and Marie McConnell were the first act to address a composed 
theatre. The sisters’. billing tells the story. ‘Trills and Frills’ they call 
their song cycle. They have the pipes to deliver the semi-classical num- 
bers in a way that impresses and back of them they have the most gorgeous 
collection of cloth of gold and satin drops that has ever been concentrated 
in ‘two,’ not to speak of the sartorial splash that goes with the heavy back- 
ground. 

The show is now nearly an hour ld, and except for the mild amuse- 
ment of Dooley’s quiet funniments nothing has happened to raise a ripple. 
John Cumberland, record holder in the bedroom farce nonstop endurance 
run, delivered more of the polished comedy in the playlet ‘The Fall of 
Eve,’ which was credited to Arthur Eckersley and Gordon Bostock, but 
got its inspiration from Avery Hopwood. One line will be sufficient to fix 
and classify the sketch. The young woman who has fainted in the bache- 
lor’s apartment and falls victim to aphasia, wakes up in his bedroom off- 
stage in a suit of crepe de chine pajamas. She emerges into the living 
room and then goes back to the bedroom for more rest, turning at the 
door to coo, ‘Don’t be long, darling.’ And they won't let them say ‘hot 
dog’ on the polite vaudeville stage! Perhaps it’s all in the you you look 
at it. 

Sylvia Clark stirred things up somewhat by the sheer energy with which 
she worked. She has a capital robust comedy method and does particu- 
larly well with those story lyrics with a character twist. The number 
dealing with the despondent cabaret girl, who found it hard to shimmy 
when there was murder in her heart, was an amusing bit of song recital. 
She calls her offering ‘artistic buffoonery,’ but she had the least self-con 
scious effort toward the ‘artistic’ and the most genuineness of that portion 
of the evening. 

De Lyle Alda and company brought another half hour or more of refined 
comedy, in which the laughter was almost nil, but the singing, dancing 
and production display was ample compensation for the lack of fun. The 
; sketch structure of ‘Sadie’ doesn’t ge. anywhere except to furnish a scaf- 
fold upon which to hang the sublimated dancing of two young men named 
Edward Tierney and James Donnelly, who are stepping marvels in a great 
variety of talent, and the very agreeable singing of Miss Alda. The rest is 
eye-commanding stage pictures. Miss Alda’s frock for the last scene of 
the three-act piece is a baffling confection of sparkle and froth. In a show 
that was not already over-burdened with ‘production flash,’ Miss Alda’s 
| offering would have created talk, but in this week’s Palace outlay it only 

gave one a sense of oppression. 





| Ella Retford was unhappily placed opening intermission by reason of 
the retirement of Carl Randall, out through illness. It was difficult for a 
single singing woman to work against the uproar of the returning lobby 
cigarette hounds, but her powerful voice, that clearness of diction that 
| seems to be the special gift of English players and her robust style of 
| handling a song brought her in a victor against the handicap of a shifting 
| audience. By the time she got to Ler new scene from the first act of 
| ‘Kiki’ the house was attentive, and with Belle Baker for the finish 
was ‘in.’ 

Billy Rock with his new aids, Nancy Welford and Helyen Eby, was next 
| to closing. More costume and scenic eruptions in gold and navy blue this 
time, instead of gold and Alice blue, and frocks to Zo with it in point of 


she 


elaborate display. And in addition, as a special production feature, the 
headdress of Miss Eby, which makes her look like an impressionist sketch 
of a Paris mannequin done for Vogue. The idea is to plaster down the 
| thatch of a bobbed head until it looks as though the hair were only painted 
on, and the effect is a combination of Joan of Are and Arthur Prince, the 


English ventriloquist, who visited here some years ago, and who had the 
slickest patent leather head in all civilization. The girl is tall, with finely 
chiseled features, and she makes a great picture with the fad, foolish as 
it sounds. The Rock act is built on the lines made familiar by that veteran 
in general outline, but with some details changed. One of the best inci- 
dents is a tough pair in a fast and laughable quarrel scene, followed by 
one of Rock’s characteristic dances. a splendid bit. The a.k. bit remains, 
also the Chinese number and dance. The Palace welcomed Rock back 
with open arms and made him and his girls clown around ad lib in ‘one’ 
after the act was over for an additional 15 minutes. When they ask this 
at the Palace as the clock is getting around to 11, the act belongs to the 
elect, although Rock long has been a charter member around the 47th 
street location. 

Johnny Burke used up 20 minutes with his talk and the piano and or- 
chestra bit, taking three bows at the finish at 11:30. Which rare recital is 
sufficient comment. Rush. 











at Camp Edwards, Falmouth, Mass.,| USO-CSI chief, is making plans for 
next Monday (9). Rosalind Russell| lesser name talent to appear with 
and Reginald Gardiner open the|shows on the minor camp circuit. 
same day with the ‘Funzafire’ unit at| Constance Moore, Suzanna Fostet 
Camp Bowie, Brownwood, Tex. 'and Donna Drake have aiready of- 
| With a great many of the majorj;fered their services and probably 
camps now having seen at least one| will be set as soon as War Depart- 


}of the guest Abe Lastfogel,! ment confirmations are forthcom'ns. 





stars, 
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% Night Club Reviews 


CARROUSEL 


(MIAMI BEACH) 





Miami Beach, Jan. 31. 
Benny Fields, Al Bernie, Margaret 
Faber Dancers (6), Patty Ortell, 


* peMar & Denise, Danny Yates Orch 


(7), Juan Pineda Rumberos (5); 


$1.50 minimum. 





Benny Fields has put Ben Brooks’ 
Carrousel on the map again. This 
Miami Beach spot, after its novelty 
of sitting in carrousel-style seats be- 
came a passing fancy, _has had a 
checkered careeer. Basically a bad 
room, from the talent and customers’ 
perspectives alike, it only proves the 
ola Mae West adage anew—give ‘em 
an attraction and even Daly’s 63d 
St. becomes a ‘hit theatre.’ 


Similarly the Carrousel, almost 
next door to the Vanderbilt hotel, a 
Ben Gaines operation, with an inter- 
locking management embracing Ben 
Brooks, Bob Feinstein and Lew 
Tendler. Fields’ advent with his 
socko crooning proves again that the 
hoopla about Fields ‘comeback’ is so 
much hooey; he’s never been away. 
But, like so many another pioneer, 
he was just a bit ahead of his times 
with his insinuating and crooning 
style of songaloging. He whams ’em 
per usual with ‘Melancholy Baby,’ 
‘You’re a Lucky Fellow Mr. Smith,’ 
*Hi Neighbor,’ etc. A particularly ef- 
fective interpretation is Fields’ treat- 
ment of ‘The World Is Waiting to 
Waltz Again,’ one of those ‘Last Time 
I Saw Paris’ numbers, a peach Mack 
Gordon lyric to Harry Warren’s tune 
which somehow never got anywhere 
in a picture. Fields intersperses his 
songs with showmanly patter. His 
talk buildup and treatment of ‘Papa 
Nicolini,” and ‘Weekend in Havana’ 
are nifties; the saga of Tin Pan Alley 
is a highlight; and when he gets 
down to “Wonder Who’s Kissing Her 
Now’ and kindred gag-singing, he’s 
really in the groove. 

Al Bernie is a much improved and 
polished mimic. The mimicry racket 
has been worn pretty thin of late 
but not as young Bernie does it. His 
seasoning and schooling under the 
Vallee banner has been most effec- 
tive. His takeoff on Richman is a 
comedy gem. 


The rest is also-ran save for Danny 
Yates’ crack septet which plays a 
difficult show well. Yates is a vet 
yiolinist-conductor, long with Vincent 
Lopez until stepping out on his own. 
The Margaret Faber Girls are ex- 
traneous, but somehow the credo in 
Miami is to give ’em lots of quantity. 
Patty Ortell is sportswriter Frank 
Ortell’s daughter who warbles ade- 
uately; ditto DeMar & Denise with 
their terping, and the Juan Pineda 
rumba band, an extra noisy combo. 
Abel. 


SKY-HY ROOF, K.C. 


: aac Kansas City, Jan. 31. 

Adrift in New York’ with A. M. 
Augler, Marie McDonald, Ellen 
Douglas, Jack Irvin. Thayer Roberts, 
Verda Gordinier, Paul Swanson and 
Mary Brandt; cover 50c.. no mini- 
mum. 








_ Sky-Hy Roof, Hotel Continental, 
in a policy switch, is presenting 
hokey legit meller, ‘Adrift in New 
York,’ which is getting fair biz. The 
Roof has heretofore catered to the 
dine-and-dance supper crowd with 
semi-name bands and similar attrac- 
tions. Although the spot atop 
Continental is figured ideal for a 
Club, it has never had outstanding 
Success in recent years and closed 
last fall after a try for 
trade brought only 
turns. : 


, Reopening with the semi-legit pol- 
icy last week 
better results and continuation of 
Present biz level will keep spot in 
action for several weeks. Presenta- 
tion by the Harrison brothers and 


Ad Augler is in the old time meller 
fashion 


mediocre re- 


the } 


|okay as an ice-breaker. 





|is up to standard for this $1.50 room, 


| 





| 


. “ } 
is showing somewhat | 


summer | Berro Madero 





while before folks get the nitery 
mood so early. 

Gale Sextette, mixed ensemble, | 
opens. With gals in flowered frocks | 
and boys sporting black capes plus | 
crosses on bare chests, revue kicks | 
off with a Spanish Fiesta turn. Some- 
what confusing on a small floor, but} 
Lewis Sis- | 
ters, couple of pert blondes in black | 
net, deuce with vocals. Manage to} 
collect an encore after warbling | 
‘Month of Sundays,’ ‘You’re in Love,’ | 
an okay novelty and ‘Cuba.’ Bowed} 
off with Swingy version of ‘Rancho | 
Grande.’ 

Royal Whirlwinds, dress skating! 
act following, go for fast spins and | 
puts oomph into the show. Finale} 
wherein gal is whirled by 
ankie is smash, 

Paul Regan, in next to closing, 
does okay. Handles imitations of 
Fred Allen, Rochester, Abbott and 
Costello, Boyer, etc. 

For an encore impersonates Presi- 
dent Roosevelt offering to share the 
Pacific with the Japs (‘we'll take the 
top half’). Had to beg off. 

Gale troupe on for the close with| 
a smart version of ‘Dance of the} 
Hours,’ climaxing with a spectacu-| 
lar, applause-pulling spin, boys whirl- | 
ing gals in a three-blade fan effect. 

Wern., 


one 





PADDOCK CLUB 


(MIAMI BEACH) 





Miami Beach, Jan. 31. 
Jackie Miles, Arthur Blake, Donna 
Lawrence (since replaced by Bee 
Kalmus), Patricia Ogden, Rica Mar- 
tine, Noel Sherman Dancers (8), 
Paddock Band (8); $2 minimum. 





Jackie Miles is making this barn- 
like room a great windup spot. Miles 
is coming along fast with his stac- 
cate comedy, much improved since 
his Leon & Eddie’s and kindred 52d 


street days, and now headed for class 
picture houses, the Chez Paree in 
Chi, etc. Long known for his facility 
as a comedy writer, having scripted 
for Joe E. Lewis, et al., he’s now 
selling it himself in an _ original, 
puinchy manner. 

With Miles is Arthur Blake, good 
mimic who is best with the femme 
routines, such as Bette Davis, Hep- 
burn, Mrs. Roosevelt, and the like. 
Blake could make himself somewhat 
unique by confining himself to the 
women .exclusively, since others are 
mixing them up in kindred style, and 
the result would sway from the ordi- 
nary. 

When this was caught Rica Mar- 
tine, Cuban. songstress in the 
‘Chichicastenengo’ style, who was at 
the Chez Paree, Chi, and foiled for 
Lou Holtz, clicked; also Donna Law- 
rence, personality songstress. Latter 
is a looker with nice voice of much 
promise. Bee Kalmus, swing singer, 
has since replaced her. Patricia} 
Ogden, tapster, was also caught with 
standard stepping. 

The Noel Sherman line of 


eight 





which since Miles’ click has become} 
a $2 minimum charge joint. It’s a 
great windruppery for the per-| 
formers looking for laffs; same ap-| 
plies to Benny Fields’ crooning at the | 
Carrousel which also draws the} 
profesh. Abel. 


Fantasio, Buenos Aires 





Buenos Aires, Jan. 15. 
Anne Lee, Guy Montana, Hamilton- 
Varela Jazz Orch. (10); Horacio 
(8); Nico Carabello, 
Central American unit (8); Kardos, 
Hungarian Orchestra (7). 








Newest, largest and most elaborate 
nite spot in the Buenos Aires area, 
Fantasio is something different for 


these parts, a suburban dine and 
dance establishment, ultra modern | 
{in decor, which is trying for both| 
| middle class and carriage trade. Lo-| 


a with accentuated gestures, | 
xplanatory asides, curtain speeches, 
and other : 


k obvious theatrics. It’s 
okum but new to the town 

a] 

Company of nine 15-role 


Stages 


cated about half an hour from town, 


overlooking the Port of Olivos on 
the Rio de la Plata, this nitery is 
|/reminiscent of spots in Westchester, 
New York, and along the Lake Shore 


ow of . A 
show with a near unit-type musical | 


aoe tation in second of the three 

0 no Company is one of two now 

Perated by the Augler Brothers. 
Quin, 


365 CLUB, S.F. 


San Francisco, Jan. 29. 
paul Regan, Lewis Sisters (2), 
oyal Whirlwinds (2), Gale Sex- 


tette (6), Joe M ino’ . 
minimur, $0, arcellino’s Orch (5); 











This third-floor s i 
; spot is the first to 
on direct action to offset damper 
" Sioned by blackouts and the 2 
first curtew. Opens at 6 p.m. with 
wind, Ow going on at 7:30 p.m. With 
any ao blacked out, it might be 
Alth Our once customers are: inside. 
Ough idea is catching on, audi- 





e Bayt ; 
nee reaction indicates it may be a! 


in Chicago. Place is spectacular, a 
vast building with huge glass walls, 
two levels, gardens and terraces, and 


an entertainment policy likely to 
start new trends here. 
Operated by Arturo Kutscher, | 


boniface of the No. 1 in-town nite 
spot, the Embassy, service was stilla 
little slow when caught, but seemed 
to be trying to improve. Building 
itself is vastly different from any- 
thing here. Because it’s located on 
the waterfront, where floods are not 
infrequent, main floor has been set 
above the water level. Room extends 
in the style of an airplane, with the 
main portions as the wings and the 
nose containing a monumental stair- 
way connecting the two levels, Plane 
resemblance is getting word-of-| 
mouth since the glass-wall effect | 
makes it look like a Martin bomber. | 
Upper room has unusual cone- 
shaped beams illuminated from in- 
side, excellent indirect lighting flat- 


' 


tering to the average femme, and a 
pink, red and white color scheme. 


Dance floor, on which shows are 
presented, rises and falls and can 
also be converted into an ice rink 
the first nitery rink in B. A. Back of 
this is an unusual bandstand. 


Avoiding the usual back of the 
house effect, there is an extensive 
bar along the rear set at a higher 
level than the rest of the room, so 
as to give the brass railers a chance 
to look over the house. On the side 
away from the river windows face 
directly on a series of giant-sized 
bird cages with tropical birds. 

Lower level is mainly open to the 
breeze, but there are glass-walled 
terraces, special bars, and an exten- 
sive dance floor. Prices here are 
lower than in the main room. Entire 
area has been beautifully land- 
scaped with fountains, tables on the 
lawn, etc. In case of high water, 
which comes during spring off- 
season, entire lower level could be 
inundated without causing much 
harm. Kitchen, all glass brick, has 
been set midway between the two 
levels, with ramps leading in both 
directions, so as to make service 
easier, 


Show seemg almost lost in the 
maze of the spectacular. Featured 
orch is the Hamilton-Varela jive unit, 
one of the best in these parts. Note- 
worthy are the unusual arrangement 
of the crew headed by Dante Varela, 
who also handles sax, and Bernardo 
Moriega (Hamilton), billed as the 
‘Argentine Eddy Duchin.’ They han- 
dle most of the solos, but trumpeter 
Rossini and drummer Luis Varela 
(no relation) are also good. Singers, 
both of whom work only with the 
jazz outfit, are Guy Montana and 
Anne Lee, who in private life is 
Senora M. Both have nice style, 
and, despite fact that their English 
is comparatively elementary, their 
thrushing is very much in the Yanqui 
idiom. 

Nico Caraballo’s Central American 
unit handles Cuban, Mexican and 
Brazilian material, beating it out 
with plenty of oomph. Caraballo 
does the lyrics himself, and his nov- 
elty numbers, which really set te 
conga line going, are exceptional. 
Horacio Berro Madero is mainly for 
the tango set. Packed house night 
caught, Ray. 


EMPIRE ROOM, CHI. 


(PALMER HOUSE) 
Chicago, Jan. 17. 
Ambassadors (2), Di Gitanos (2), 
Cardini, Merriel Abbott Dancers, 
(12), Xavier Cugat Orch (17). 





Xavier Cugat orchestra continues 
to impress as outstanding in the 
tropical rhythm field. Band at pres- 
ent appears to ge at a peak, with 
Cugat a fine personality in front and 
displaying a neat style in working 
for audience values. 

Three good acts make up the floor 
show. Ambassadors are a couple of 
English-style acrobats, with some 
good lifts and hand-to-hand work. 
Work precisely, with the accent on 
the British. What little talk they 
have gets by on the accent, appeal 
being mainly in 
acrobatics. 

Di Gitanos are a splendid-looking 
ballroom dance team. They are top- 


notch in appearance and showman- | 
ship and sell from the start with 
some nifty terping. Lifts the man 
does are outstanding, with the} 


woman handling herself gracefuliy. 
Choice of music is also commendable, 
unique for a ballroom act, Shape up 
as an asset for this room. 

Cardini remains the suave presti- 
digitator and clicked with his sleight- 
of-hand card and cigaret tricks. While 
tougher to work on a floor where 
there is a distinct side view 
the audience, Cardini managed to 
overcome that difficulty cleverly. 

Merriel Abbott girls continue to be 
a bright feature of this room. They 
are young and nifty lookers. Gold. 


ALPINE VILLAGE 
(CLEVELAND) 
Cleveland, Jan. 29. 
Three Ross Sisters, Burns & White, 








Orpha Towl, Del Kay, Willie Mat- 
thias’ Orch; $1-$1.50 minimum. 

By installing hydraulic jacks un- 
der its large dance floor, turning it 


into an elevating 
Cleveland since the Ohio Villa 
folded, the Alpine Village has be- 
come one of the town’s leading nite 
spots. Entire stage, in middle of 
room, rises about four feet, giving 
customers even in the back seats 
unobstructed view of the floor.-- It 
also provides spot’s boniface, Aus- 
trian-born Herman Pirchner, with 
better production opportunities. 
Since the war he has wisely thrown 


'out all German songs and Teutonic 
|atmosphere, Americanizing the bis- 


tro completely. New stage was in- 
augurated with a benefit show last 
Wednesday (28) for the ‘Miles 0’ 
Dimes Fund.’ 

Ross Sisters, trio of amazingly 
’teen age kids, scored repeatedly. 
Reminiscent of the June and Cherry 
Preisser team, they galvanize a 
song-acrobatic routine with youth- 
ful sparkle and looks. Acro stunts 
from a high 


quality of their | 


from | 


stage, only one in | 


stand are topnotch. ! cuing and for dansapation. 





Aets 








| New 


| GEORGE MURPHY 
Songs, Dances, Talk 
Stanley, Pittsburgh 


George Murphy has nothing to 
worry about on his current p.a. tour. 
Although he’s been in Hollywood ex- 
clusively since his last Broadway 
show, ‘Roberta,’ several seasons ago, 
legit background in musical comedy 
| is still strongly evident. Film player 
was nervous at first show here, con- 
| f€ssing as much, but shakiness should 
disappear quickly. 

Murphy’s an extremely personable 
guy whom audiencés take to at the 
outset. In addition he knows how to 
tell a story, has a pleasant singing 
voice and is a standout hoofer. Cur- 
rently Murphy’s mistake is keeping 
his dancing at a minimum, Does one 
number midway and then a few more 
steps after he’s called back at the 
finish—not enough for a guy who’s 
known to movie audiences for his 
sock terping. 

Murphy’s act otherwise is an agree- 
able concoction of vaude standbys. 
Gets a how! at the beginning when 
stagehands bring on four broken- 
down tires and Murphy says, ‘You 
can’t be too careful these days,’ 
swings easily into a couple of gags, 
and then into song, ‘I’ll Get By.’ His 
other two vocal numbers demonstrate 
allegiance to his home studio, M-G. 
They’re ‘How About You?’ from 
‘Babes On Broadway,’ and the ‘Don’t 
Pick On Uncle Sam,’ marcheroo from 
‘Panama Hattie.” His open-style of 
dancing needs slightly bigger stage 
than Stanley has to offer, but even so 
hoofing is smart and slick. Should 
be more of it. Cohen. 


WEST and LEXING 
Comedy 
Palace, Buffalo 

This is the first burlesque team 
here so far this season to approach 
legitimate comedy rating. Combo of 
well-groomed, oversized straight and 
small feckless comic has been to- 
gether now for a couple of seasons 
and now warrants attention. 

West, despite his height, is an ef- 
fective feeder with poise, while the 
slight Lexing is a funny foil. They 
turn in a businesslike job, without 
too much emphasis on disparity of 
physiques, with material which, 
while blue and needing improve- 
ment. is still off the beaten burley 
routine of rubber-hose plop and 
patter. 

Considering straight’s smooth, seri- 
ous style, comic could use more ani- 
mated delivery and more highly 
stylized dressing and props. 

Burton. 





SAMMY WALSH 
Comedian 
Casanova Club, Miami Beach 


Sammy Walsh, alumnus of bur- 
lesque and tabs, is going places, de- 
veloping nicely and strengthening 
his impression constantly with in- 
creasingly good material. He has 
a streamlined ‘I Am Breaking My 
Back for  Beck’s’ routine’ that 
satirizes a shoeclerk’s career; his 
wheezing comedy vocalizing of ‘Old 
Man River’ is original; the hokum 
| takeoffs on Laughton (‘Come Here 
| Mr. Christian’), Lionel Barrymore 
(‘Dr. Kildare’), Beyer and Richman 
| get more from their brushoff satire 
i when others work at it legit. 

Walsh also gives Benny Goodman 
| and the Fred Waring choir, with the 








laid of a stooge, a deft touch. In 
| between he smartly paces the Casa- 
inova floor show, headed by Emile 
| Boreo with a number of strong acts 


in support. 

| Walsh works steadily in_ the 
| mediumgrade niteries and will hit 
(important company with a little 


| more attention to subtleties and de- 
tail. He has the makings of a fine 
funster and an engaging personality 
which may catapult him to big 
league attention. Abel. 


—— 


PAT FLOWERS 
Piano 

4 Mins.; One 
Apollo, N. Y. 





Pat Flowers is colored boy with a 
flair for distinctive piano jive. He 
registered moderately well on this | 
Harlem date with two numbers, ‘A 
Little Jive’ and ‘Jive With a Band,’ 


Vocal, though brief, 
should be elimi- 


| second his best. 
lis ineffective and 
| nated. 

With additional polish he should 
|get by in the less important situa- 
tions. Mori. 





| Open with pleasant vocal harmoniz- 
ing, have excellent sense of timing, 
|and with some polish are destined 
|for important bookings. 

Burns and White come through 
| with brisk tapping, bright repartee 
land a novel version of the farmer’s 
|daughter who became a_ burlesk 
stripper. Led by Orpha Towl and 
Del Kay, Pirchner’s permanent light 
operetta company gives out with a 
lusty-voiced, condensed version of 
| ‘Showboat.’ Willie Maithias’ or- 
|chestra does a competent job both 
Pullen. 


MUSICAL MADCAPS (7) 

Singing, Dancing and Instrumental 
11 Mins.; Full 

Apolio, N. ¥. 

| This is a sort of familiar hillbilly 
| colored turn with unorthodox, unin- 
‘teresting orchestrations. Consists of 
one bass fiddle, drums, guitar, ba- 
| zooka, piano; in all a hybrid combi- 
| nation of discordant music plus ins 
| different vocals, terping and tepid 
comedy. 

Essay numbers such as ‘Too Old’ 
and ‘Old Man Mose’ with indifferent 
appeal. Vocals are noisy and un- 
palatable while comic hoofer flashes 
familiar style. Boys are dressed in 
black cutaways with shoe-string ties, 
shortened trousers and derbies. Oce 
casionally one of the boys doubles 
on a second piano. 

Strictly for the hinterland. Mori, 





LORRAINE Be WOOD 
Songs 

7 Mins. 

Casanova Club, Miami Beach 

Lorraine De Wood is a songstresg 
of promise. A looker of fine voice, 
she handles pops with eclat and nice 
pacing, 

After ‘Tonight We Love’ for ine 
stance, she goes into a ballad like 
‘Make Believe’ with an announced 
impression of the late Helen More 
gan. She has style and class, make 
ing nice change of pace to conferene 
cier Emile Boreo, comedian Sammy 
Walsh, dancers Diane and De] Camp, 
backed by the Jack Kerr and Ralp 
Rotgers bands, Miss De Wood wa 
go places, Abel. 





CARL and HARRIET 
Singing and Dancing 
7 Mins.; Full 

Apollo, N. Y,-. 

Mixed colored song and dance 
team are adequate as early fill-ing 
for usual vaude bills. Nicely cos 
tumed in cream-colored outfits, gir 
wearing shorts, combo does a couple 
of fast routineg to fairly good ree 
sponse. 

Boy’s solo terping is best and vase 
cals should be improved or left he ¢ 

Mori. 





Unit Review 








KEEP SMILING | 


(BROADWAY, CHARLOTTE, N. ©.) 





Charlotte, N. C., Jan. 30. 


Ned Haverly, Gasca Trio, Elmer 
Cleve & Marilyn Keller, Carl, Wale 
lace & Carl, Rex Griffith, Olivia 
Bradford, Peggy Storm, Eight Glamp 
orettes, Milt Hankins Orch, (5)g 
‘Don’t Get Personal (U). 





Harry Clark’s ‘Keep Smiling’ rings 
the bell with strong acts from staft 
to finish. Although show carries twé 
acrobatie acts, popularity of muscle 
teams here keeps this from proving 
a liability. 

Gasca trio gets off to a fast start 
with a snappy acro turn in lye 
they balance themselves on balls an 
| work up to a sock close with one 
member walking upside down on 
crutches on the balls. 

Rex Griffith, tenor, on next, pipes 
‘White Cliffs of Dover’ in pleasin 
fashion. This is followed by a pon 
parade, featuring Olivia Bradforc 
billed as ‘American Glamor Girl Ne 
2’ and Peggy Storm, billed as ‘Girl 
With the Million Dollar Figure, 
Latter was presented in a semi-nude 
tableau, which was not as effective 





as it could have been had she 
paraded across the stage. 
Ned Haverly, is on next in an 


above-average blackface turn. Hi 
| best bit is a shuffle dance on oan 
|giving train effects. Although h 
| didn’t try monolog, Haverly prove 
| himself adept with his musical pate 
ter on song-and-dance numbers. 

Elmer Cleve and Marilyn Keller 
drew heavy plaudits with their musi+ 
cal novelty number. Miss Keller 
;came on first with an energetic ren- 
dition of ‘Elmer’s Tune.’ This brought 
ion Cleve with a prop xlyophone, 
| which exploded and fell apart when 
he began playing it, After clearing 
away debris, he settled down for 
amusing gagging with Miss Keller 
and then gave out with some solid 
pounding of ‘Glow Worm’ and the 
William Tell Overture. Cleve, vet 
showman, handled act pleasingly 
while Miss Keller scored nicely ag 
stooge as well as singer. 

Carl, Wallace and Car! closed with 
solid teeter board act, hilighted by 
double somersault where Carl land 
in barrel held by his wife. Ac 
moves at fast clip. 

Line, with plenty of iookers, { 
okay. Standard fast opener oiewell 
with parade number, then a ‘Rhap- 
sody in Blue’ number featuring the 
Weisman sisters from line in a musi 
cal melange of ballet, tap, jitterbug, 
and acrobatics for novel effect. 
Closed with a standard Conga num» 





ber. Milt Hankin’s band backs unft 
up nicely. House one-third full at 
show caught. Just 


ee es 


an 
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PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


Glenn Miller Orch (17), with Ray 
Eberle, Marion Hutton, Modernaires 
(4); Trixie; Lorraine & Rognan; ‘Sul- 
livan’s Travels’ (Par), reviewed in 
‘Variety’ Dec. 10, °41. 











Lineup, running approximately 40 
minutes, is fast, well-balanced and | 
packs sock entertainment values as | 
well as marquee strength. Glenn | 
Miller orch, intrinsically the main- | 
stay as pop draw, is backed by nifty | 
band specialists such as vocalists | 
Marion Hutton and Ray Eberle, plus | 
the Modernaires, vocal quartet fea- | 
turing Tex Beneke, saxist, who | 
doubles on the vocals. There’s also | 
an outstanding comedy act in Lor- | 
raine and Rognan, who were booked 
independently of the band. 

Miller orch, striking an appealing | 
medium between swing and sweet, 
serves as topnotch support for the 
various turns in addition to making 
a distinctive musical contribution 
on its own, including a couple of 
tuneful, moderate jive sessions. } 

Miss Hutton, blonde looker at- 
tractively gowned, is on first of the 
band’s specialties, with the Modern- 
aires and Beneke in ‘Blues in 
Night,’ returning with same group 
for ‘Chattanooga Choo-Choo.’ She | 
should do mole vocally; she merits 
the extra work. Eberle rings the 
bell with ‘White Cliffs of Dover’ and } 
‘Dear Mom,’ latter in conjunction | 
with the Modernaires. Beneke does | 
fairly well on his singing. 

Lorraine and Rognan, comedy, 
dancing and singing team in Para- 
mount flicker ‘Fleet’s In,’ hang up a 
terrific Jaugh score, registering from 
the opening gong when Miss Lor- 
raine comes on with a ‘fur’ neck- 
piece which turns out to be a live 
dog. Girl is a femme Ray Bolger, 
with a collapsible frame. She, too, 
as does Bolger, handles a terrific 
terping comedy fight in panto. 

Trixie, dancing and juggling solo, 
uncorks a few clever balancing rou- 
tines. She’s unusually clever with 
large rubber spheres, juggling five 
at a time for a climaxer, also going 
over big with balancing and plate 
manipulation. 

Biz very 
(Wednesday). 


ADAMS, NEWARK 


Newark, Jan. 30. 





night 


strong opening 
Movi. 





Martha Raye, McFarland Twins 
Orch Orch (12), with Don Cornell, 
Norton Sisters (3); Lewis & Van, 


Wally Ward (2); ‘Tragedy at Mid- 
night’ (Col). 





Topping vaude bill this week are! 
Martha Raye, with dynamic songs 
and comedy patter, and the McFar- 
land Twins’ nifty sax performance, 
The remainder of the show is aver- 
a 





ge. 

McFarland brothers’ band has oc- 
casional speed and competency. Or-| 
chestra gets off with a stimulating | 
arrangement of ‘St. Cecilia,’ follow- | 
ing with a snappy arrangement of| 
‘B-I-BI’ and ‘Piano Concerto. 

Martha Raye’s entrance was greet- | 
ed by unusual audience interest and | 
applause. Her ad libbing with the) 
people out front and extended ver- 
sions of ‘There’s a Great Day Com- 
in’’ and ‘Mr. Paganini’ brought heavy 
response, winding up with an ova- 
tion. 

Lewis and Van, tuxedoed and for- 
mal, are good tapsters. They do | 
straight floor dancing, get over nice- 
ly coordinated steps on two sets of 
stairs, and present routine solos. 


Don Cornell, baritone, vocals ‘You 
Made Me Love You’ and ‘B-I-Br 
effectively. Norton Sisters, also with 


McFarland band, present a smooth, | 


ver- 
t 


if not particularly impressive, 
son of ‘Row That Rowboat,’ a smar 
number. 

Wally Ward, assisted by a little gal 
called Miss Mitzi, contributes a comic 
song and gags. His companion sings, 
then plays straight in contrast to 
Ward’s dizzy routine. Act is too long 
and too dull. 

Show, 


Jaff. 


APOLLO, N. Y. 


Maxine Sullivan, Christopher Co- 
lumbus Orch (11), Pat Flowers, Taps 
Miller, Musical Madcapas (7), Carl 
& Hariet. Willie Bryant, John Mason, 
Johnny Vigal, Vivan Harris; ‘Ellery 
Queen, Murder Ring’ (Col). 








Crude, uneven, tedious presenta- 
tion here this week. Made up for 
the most part of mediocre talent, 
colored production has been badly 
routined, with Maxine Sullivan com- 
ing on for approximately 10 minutes, 
following 80 minutes of dismal 
combo colored stock vaude, to sing 
to a half-empty house when caught. 
She’s the only attraction this stanza 
_ gives the most unfavorable spot- 


g. 

Christopher Columbus orchestra, 
Joud and brassy, works first in the 
pit and later on stage. It’s an in- 


| 


playing to packed house | 
Friday (30) evening, runs 70 minutes. | 


other saxes and drummer, play loud- 
ly but not well. 

Willie Bryant, m.c., has pleasant 
stage presence, handles his assign- 
ment deftly and would be topnotch 
with suitable material. 

Opening number, fullstage, is a 
western bar skit with Johnny Vigal, 


as the western baddie, John Mason | 


as the stooge, and Vivian Harris as 
the prop femme. Mason is a first- 
rate comedian with strong poten- 
tialities, but he’s wasted here in con- 
ventional comedy. Line of four 
girls and the seven Musical Madcaps 
(New Acts) vocalists, dancers and 
instrumentalists are also on stage in 
this number, which is highlighted 
by Vigal’s raucous warbling. 

Miss Sullivan does her usual soc 
renditions of ‘Blues In Night,’ ‘Rose 
O’Day’ and ‘Loch Lomond’ for sock 
encore. 

For the rest, lineup consists of 
Carl and Harriet (New Acts), song 
and dance team; Pat Flowers (New 
Acts), pianist and Taps Miller, song 
and dance man who also pianos. 
Latter is not overly strong in any 
department. Mori. 


GOLDEN GATE, S. F. 


San Francisco, Jan. 28. 
Andrews Sisters (3), Sam Hearn 
(Schlepperman), Hibbert, Byrd &! 
Larue, Frank Paris, Four Step- 
Brothers, Peggy O’Neill Line (12); 
Charles Kaley Orch (13); ‘Mexican 
Spitfires Baby’ (RKO), 








Attendance is topping that chalked 
up on the Andrews Sisters’ last ap- 
pearance in June, ’41. Gals occupy a 
20-minute closing spot and do virtu- 
ally the same routine as on last trip; 
obviously just what mob here wants. 
Open with ‘Any Bonds Today,’ dedi- 
cated to the San Francisco Exam- 
iner’s ‘Buy a Bomber’ fund, then go 
into ‘Sleepy Serenade’ and ‘Choo- 
Choo,’ latter with a plug for the 
Decca recording. Applause was big 
every number. 

With Patty in the center doing 
most of the selling, trio gets requests 
from the customers by the time girls 
reach ‘Apple Blossom Time’ and 
‘Bugle Boy.’ Warblers are even 
hotter now than they were on their 
previous tour. 


Show opens with elaborate patriotic 
presentation involving house line 
and choral work by the band, full- 
stage marionet revue by Frank Paris 
following. Latter successively works 
Miranda, Fantasia ostrich, jitterbug, 
Sonja Henie and flourescent skeleton 
dolls for smash returns. 


Four Step-Brothers, sepia team, in 
deuce spot, uncork sock rhythm 
stepping which tied the show in a 
knot. They display furious footwork, 
unique trick breaks, impeccable 
rhythm and “novelties such as 
machine-gun taps to waltz back- 
ground. Applause-meter rating for 
this turn probably equals that of the 
Andrews. 

Schlepperman, following, gets 
over rather well with his patter and 


violin novelties, particularly im- | 
mitation of three violins and bag- 
pipes. House band then takes over 


for a hot version of the Rigoletto 
quartet which is solid. 


Above-average bill has another 
strong spot in Hibbert, Byrd and 
Larue. Starts as ordinary ballroom 
team, Larue wandering from audi- 
ence as a drunk with an usher try- 
ing to keep him off stage. Then goes 
into the act for comedy knockabout. 

Andrews then wind up. Biz big. 

Wern. 


| ORIENTAL, CHI 





Chicago, Jan. 31. 

Clyde McCoy Orch with Bennett 
Sisters (4), Freddie Stewart, Sylvia 
| & Clemence, Steve Evans, Smoothies 
(3); ‘Small Town Deb (20th). 





| 
| McCoy is a Chicago product, hav- 
|ing clicked and made start to name 
ivalue in this town following the 


| ‘Sugar Blues’ recording many years | 


For a band which never got 
into important radio time, McCoy is 
unusual for 
value. Never : 
tion from critics and editors, he has 
remained a strong draw. 

Curremtly he is again doing a fine 
job here that will show excellent 
profits for this theatre. 

McCoy orchestra works hard 
throughout and comes through with 
several numbers on its own, all solid. 
It is a pleasant orchestra at all times, 
not over-arranged and with a good 
respect for the melody. 

Bennett Sisters, quartet, are a trifie 
weak vocalizing and still weaker 
with attempt at taps. Freddie 
Stewart made good with his solo 
vocals. Straight-forward _ singer, 
Stewart indicates possibilities. 

Sylvia and Clemence, standard 
two-girl dance and comedy team, 
went over well with their usual 
novelty dance stuff. Steve Evans 
and his comedy impersonations, 
registered powerfully throughout. 
Has a new finish, giving impressions 
of how different people laugh in a 
theatre, which rates attention. 

; Smoothies were a cinch with his 


|} ago. 





different aggregation with but one | audience from start to finish. Their 


ood orchestration, ‘Chant of the 


vocal style remains highly effective 


roover.’ which comes at the close. | and distinctive. 


Jimmy Powell, featured alto sax, is | 
fair. The spotlighted trumpet, two} 


Business 
Saturday 


big at the first show 
(31). Gold. 


his consistent boxoffice | 
getting much atten- | 





STATE, N. Y. 
| Carl Hoff Orch. with Murphy Sis- 
iters & Al Noble, Three Stooges, 


| Dorothy Keller, Virginia Austin, Ray 


|English; ‘The Men in Her Life’ 
(Col). 





| There’s a fairly good hour of en- 
'tentainment in this combination of 
\five acts. Most of the wallop is 
| divided between the Carl Hoff en- 
|tourage and the Three Stooges, who 
|haven’t been on Broadway in some 
‘time. Band gets off its best licks in 
the fore part, the Stooges’ rough- 
house tactics take care of the fadeout 
linning and in between three singles 
'lend a more or less mild tone to the 
proceedings. 

| Carl Hoff’s aggregation is not quite 
|six months old but it’s showing stuff 
‘at this stand that’s within the bounds 
lof high promise. In the Murphy Sis- 
| ters Hoff has one of the best trios 
|of jump vocalists in the business. 
‘The girls pack style, verve and diver- 
sity and as long as they hew to their 
present pattern of interpretations 
wide recognition is inevitable. On 
the basis of their delivery of ‘B-I-Bi,’ 
‘Hand Me Dawn My Walking Cane’ 
and ‘Sleep, Kentucky Babe’ the por- 
tent for these comparative new- 
comers shouldn’t be obscure. The 
threesome may need polishing in 


|more than one way but they are well 


endowed with the fundamentals, 2) 
keen sense of rhythmic values a 
flair for doing equally well in either 
the comic or the sentimental mood 
and clear diction. 


Smooth balancing pervades Hoff’s 
instrumental comportment and the 
same applies to his repertoire. His 
brassy orchestration of ‘Blue Danube’ 
proves the only weak link, but this 
opening item is quickly forgiven 
once his band dissolves into the soft 
chanting of ‘White Cliffs of Dover.’ 
Another darb of an arrangement is 
his ‘Sleep, Kentucky Babe’ and 
there’s much to commend in his 
treatment of ‘When Johnny Comes 
Marching Home.’ Al Noble imparts 
a pleasant baritone to the vocals. 


The Three Stooges, at the per- 
formance caught, had to beg off. 
Masters of the unkempt getup as 
well as the explosive bluish gagline 
make their stay on the stage a howl 
from start to finish. They have de- 
veloped a routine to the point where 
the climactic laugh springs more 
from the verbal topper than from 
a bit of slapsy business. High point 
of the trio’s current act is a song- 
writing idea which at times dips 
pretty low with indigo, but is none- 
theless a consistent cause for high 
voltage laughter. 


Of the three singles Ray English, 
clad in evening garb, spends most 
of his time on the floor. He mixes 
the prattfalls with tapdancing and 
butterfly acrobatics, but it’s the 
clowning, which he bills as imper- 
sonations, that makes him entertain- 
ing. Virginia Austin, as usual, gains 
favor and applause with the diversi- 
ified antics of her dancing, fun- 
spreading puppets. Her’s is a nov- 
elty that can’t miss with both chil- 
idren and grownups. Dorothy Keller, 
\first of the singles to appear, is a 
cute youngster with lots of rhythm 
in her toes, which makes her tap 
dancing routine pleasant. Odec. 





STRAND, B’KLYN 








| Orrin Tucker’s Band with Body- 
|guards (4), Jack Bartell, Sally, Dar- 
jlene & Mary, Bob Haymes, Bonnie 

Baker; The Ambassadorettes (3), 
| Walter Dare Wahl Co. (2). 





_ This was a moderately entertain- 
ing bill. Nothing to indicate Orrin 
| Tucker’s sock entertainment and 
| boxoffice values of a couple of years 
|ago, but enough to satisfy casual 
| tastes. The big fault seemed to be a 
| too-groovey method of presentation 
|and perhaps it’s just as well that the 
| Tucker outfit is undergoing some 
changes presently wherein such 
standbys as The Bodyguards, Sally, 
;Darlene and Mary—and _ Bonnie 
Baker—are leaving. 

At this catching Tucker came up 


with a new personality in Bob 
Haymes, younger brother of band| 
vocalist Dick Haymes, and the 


| former bids fair to achieve consider- 
able success as a baritone balladist. 
His rating will be measured in terms 
|Of how the femmes will accept him. 
|And they will. 

Haymes was inclined to shyness on 
the rostrum, his inexperience being 
manifested by his approach to the 
mike from the wings. He’s « tall, 
good-looking youngster who can 
ballad with the best of ’em, par- 
ticularly such tunes as ‘White Cliffs 
of Dover.’ 


Subordinate band specialists were 
the Bodyguards, mate vocal quartet, 
featuring Jack Bartell, who combine 
with Sally Darlene and Mary, school- 
girlish-type harmonizers, on a jive 
number. A couple of the musicians 
also got spots. All so-so. Tucker 
paces the proceedings fairly well and 
splices his emceeing with some 
warbling that’s pleasant enough ex- 
cept for attempts at comedy song- 
making. 

Miss Baker got the headline spot in 
| this, her last theatre engagement 





Fpanist, 





|with the band. She got by mod- 
lerately with several tunes in the; 


baby-voiced metier with which she 
has long been identified, 

Of the acts not with the band 
there are the standard comedy hand- 
balancing turn of Walter Dare Wahl 
with his goggled male foil. They got 
over, as usual, The Ambassadorettes 
are a trio of femme acros who also 
rate fairly high, though the costum- 
ing needs improvement, particularly 
in flashing some s.a. 

Biz way off when caught, first 
show Saturday night (31). Naka. 


NEWMAN, K. C. 





Kansas City, Jan. 31. 
Four Ink Spots, Erskine Hawkins 
Orch with Moke & Poke, Red & 
Curly, Ida James; ‘Glamour Boy’ 
(Par). 





Habitually a straight film house 
varying between single features and 
duals this Paramount-owned house 
is veering from usual policy, offering 
this stage attraction as the first of 
several to presented during coming 
season. Ink Spots-Hawkins combo is 
a nifty package of sweet rhythm and 
unrestricted jive, providing 50 min- 
utes of fast, highly-acceptable enter- 
tainment by 26 colored performers. 

Hawkins and his company take over 
first half-hour to set a lively pace 
with the trumpeter doubling as m.c. 
Crew takes off with ‘Chattanooga 
Choo Choo,’ a fitting work-out for 
the seven brass (including Hawkins), 
five reeds, piano, drums, electric 
guitar and bass fiddle. Red and 
Curley are then on for a challenge 
routine, solo terping and closing bit 
with both beating rhythm out of a 
bass drum and traps. Featured 
vocalist Ida James is okay on per- 
sonality but weak vocally. She de- 
livers ‘Hotchkiss Corners’ nicely, 
nevertheless, but ‘This Love of Mine’ 
is unfortunate choice, for her. 
Hawkins then has the band in a 
round robin cutting capers with 
‘After Hours,’ winding up on the 
vocalling of Every Parish. Jimmy 
Mitchell at the piano does a featured 
jive bit with ‘St. Louis Blues.” Moke 
and Poke with their Harlem dialogue, 
jitterbug and _ eccentric routines 
roundout. Inks Spots, major attrac- 
tion, with their own piano accom- 
are assigned final twenty 
minutes. They move with solid audi- 
ence approval through five numbers, 
‘Java Jive,’ ‘Do I Worry,’ ‘Still With- 
out a Sweetheart,’ ‘Keep Cool, Fool’ 
and ‘Fire,’ from portfolio of their 
recordings. Boys vary selections 
at different shows. Combine with 
the Hawkins orch on ‘Tuxedo June- 
tion’ as a sock finale. Quin, 





HIPP, BALTO 


Baltimore, Feb. 1. 
All-American Girl Orch (23), Hol- 
lywood Co-Eds (2), Ginger Dulow, 
Nan Rae & Mrs. Waterfall; ‘Call Out 
the Marines’ (RKO). 








All-femme lineup is pleasant en- 
tertainment. It’s backed up by Paul 
Tisen’s All-American Girl band with 
specialties working in front and in- 
troed by band’s femme leader. 
Tisen’s ensemble is a musicianly 
group, breaking in here and showing 
good possibilities for further devel- 
opment. 

Nice looking aggregation is made 
up of six violins, cello, harp, four sax, 
four rhythm and five brass, with 
leader also playing fiddle on occa- 
ion. Sultry-voiced singer rounds 
out ensemble in pastel colored even- 
ing dress. Do considerably better on 
the sweet side, with swing the prob- 
lem at present. 

Series of band numbers opens with 


‘Lady of Spain,’ ‘Tango Mia’ and 
‘Elmer’s Tune’ foliowing in order. 
Band’s guitarist vocals ‘Tango’ in 


Spanish and vocalist steps down for 
handling of closing tune. Makes spot 
for Hollywood Co-Eds, duo of hoof- 
ing tumblers, who sell brace of rou- 


tines, especially the closing acro 
challenge, which draws hefty re- 
sponse. 


Brief swing sesh changes pace with 
a Gypsy Fantasy, a highlight. Ar- 
rianna, from the string section, takes 
hold with medley of smartly ar- 
ranged tunes in fine style. She sells 
to the hilt, backed up by supporting 
quintet of violins and brief vocal 
which drew solid response. 


Ginger Dulow, on next, did well 
with ‘Darling Daughter,’ followed by 
impression of dame selling cosmetics 
in the five-and-10. Another group- 
ing of band tunes follows with ‘Strike 
Up the Band,’ ‘Soft Lights and Sweet 
Music,’ ‘Tea for Two,’ ‘Make Believe’ 
and ‘Vagabond King,’ all good. 


Nan Rae and Mrs. Waterfall, a re- 
peat here but extra solid, nicely 
spotted for maximum results. Dumb 
Dora patter and tricky vocals by 
latter smartly timed and sold to the 
hilt with an encore song-and-dance 
clicko. Had to beg off when caught. 
Band closes with patriotic medley. 

Tisen’s girl crew needs contrasting 
swing treatment to highlight the 
sweet stuff currently well done and 
nicely worked in. Violin section is 
a standout and should be built for 
more active participation throughout. 

Biz okay. Burm, 


ja solo hula by Meymo Holt. 





ROXY, N. Y. 
Bob Hannon, Carr Bros. (2) 


Gower & Jeanne, Dave Apollon »3+7 
Nina Corda and Filipinos « 3), Roxye 
ettes (24), Paul Ash House Orch; 
‘Son of Fury’ (20th Fox), reviewed 
in ‘Variety,’ Jan. 7, °42. 





Bob Hannon, the radio tenor who 
has been going places, is evidently 
the new singing fixture at this de- 
luxer, which has also evidently 


dropped its permanent m.c. idea with 
the departure .of Archie Robbins 
Considering the fact that Robbins 
lasted several months, he was ag 
‘permanent’ as possible in view of 
~~ ore limitations of fresh ma. 

Trial. 


That the comedy in between the 
acts is not missed in this particuiar 
Fanchon & Marco presentation is 
chiefly due to the presence of Dave 
Apollon, the expert dialectician, and 
up ahead of him, the acrobatic Barr 
Brothers, whose good comedy stunt- 
ing gets laughs and sets ’em up well 
for the straight hand-to-hand bal. 
ancing that serves as an applause 
powoff. 


Show, in fact, is well rounded and 
paced, and one of its most important 
items is the dancing of Gower and 
Jeanne, whose stature grows with 
each appearance. Their  ballet- 
ballrooming, notably the work of 
Gower, is a corking stage picture. 
These kids have the goods, and the 
appearance and personality to sell 
it; right now they can stack up with 
any team of their type around—and 
a few months from now they should 
be way ahead of the field. They 
throw a melange of dancing at the 
customers, opening with their cute 
song-talk, and at their finale the 
customers were still asking for more, 


Apollon, plus his topnotch man- 
dolin playing, has an abbreviated 
Filipino band (3) behind him, and 
brunet Nina Corda, who worked a 
few weeks in South America, as 
singing assist. She’s a striking girl 
with a liquid voice okay for the 
Latin-American tunes she affects, 
Apollon’s comedy is per usual, but 
he might tone down the Yiddish 
idioms here and elsewhere. One of 
his Filipinos does ‘Chatanooga Choo 
Choo,’ in appealing fashion and the 
entire Appolon act is worked into the 
Roxyettes’ South American finale. 
This is one of two good routines the 
girls are doing this week, their 
opening rhythm _ dance being 
especially okay. 

Hannon, who follows the acrobats, 
sang ‘Listen,’ ‘This Love Mine, and 
‘Begin the Beguine’ in neat fashion 
and from there on made himself 
scarce, 

Second night (Friday) attendance 
was good for the last show, the 
Tyrone Power-Gene Tierney film 
evidently counting at the b.o. Scho, 


KEITH’S BOSTON 


Boston, Jan. 30. 
Ray Kinney Orch (11) with Aloha 
Maids (3), Meymo Holt, Lehua Paul- 
son; Four Franks, Whitey & Ed Ford, 
Rex Weber & Lee Leonard, Patricia 
Bowman & Paul Haakon; ‘All That 
Money Can Buy’ (RKO). 





Artie Shaw, originally booked in 
this week, was cancelled out because 
of illness and present lineup hastily 
rushed in to fill the gap. Result is 
one of the weakest vaude shows so 
far this season at this house. 

Kinney’s band act impresses as & 
good bet for niteries but lacks ap- 
peal on stage. Aloha Maids hold 
interest for a while with precision 
hip wriggling, one of the girls Lehua 
Paulson registering in two eccentric 
dance numbers. Another good bet 1s 
Dancing 
the band all the 


girls overshadow 


|way, but even in this department, 





hoopla 


extended session of hippy 


become monotonous. 


Most interesting act on the bill is 
the team of Paul Haakon and 
Patricia Bowman. Though in their 
first duet number it looks like a mis- 
mating of talent, Miss Bowmans 
stiffness is entirely overcome by the 
time of closing turn done to ‘When 
They Danced the Polka.’ Miss 
Bowman gets over okay in her sol0 
toe-struts and spins. Haakon clicks 
in his Russian solo, and gets only 
so-so results with a cape dance. 

Four Franks open in a mixed 
turn of dancing, musical novelty and 
comedy. In precision hoofing three 
of the Franks hit the groove. An 
eccentric burlesque dance bit by one 
of the girls misses, but same gal, 
doing an acro-rassle with one of the 
boys, is standout in a bit of clever 
funny business that must have re- 
quired months of rehearsals to In 
sure the couple against broken limbs. 


Whitey and Ed Ford, in the deuce, 
are okay in a familiar, slick 408 
routine.. Rex Weber, No. 4, fools 
around with a couple ballads accom- 
panied by comedy mugging then fol- 
lows with ‘Brother, Spare a Dime. 
Somehow that particular dish comes 
off the production line like col 
porridge. Weber's close is a fail 
ventriloquy bit with Lee Leona? 
who does the mouthing to his falsetto 
singing. Biz weak second show 
opening day. Fox. 
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STANLEY, PITT | 





a cn a Nae 30. 
Max Adkins Orch (16), George 
Murphy. Block & Sully, 3 Swifts, 
Lester Ohman’s Marionettes, Faludy 
Troupe (7); ‘Tarzan’s Secret Treas- 
ure’ (M-G). 





Pretty good first show for this 
vaude lay-out and holds material 
enough to shape up okay once the 
kinks have been ironed out. Open- 
ing performance ran more than 80 
minutes, much too long and mob be- 
came restless at the finish. Manage- 
ment of WB deluxer has been un- 
accustomed, lately, to old-fashioned 
variety, going in almost exclusively 
for band presentations in the last 
vear. This probably accounted for 
Stanley’s inability to get the. whole 
thing straightened at rehearsal. (By 
evening approximately half an hour 
had been cut with excellent results.) 

In place of usual name band, house 
has its regular pit orch, batoned by 
Max Adkins, on stage and outfit does 
all right backing acts and also for 
itself. Band is confined to two num- 
bers on their own, Adkins doing a 
crack clarinet solo in the first and in 
the second, near the close, a novelty 
sound effect routine that should be 
changed in favor of a current pop. 

George Murphy ‘(New Acts), 
launching a brief p.a. tour here, 
packs marquee draft and has some- 
thing to offer besides a movie name. 
Working next to closing, he had an 
easy time of it with his chatter, 
songs and hoofing. Emcee duties this 
week are handled by Jesse Block 
(Block & Sully), introduced by Ad- 
kins following opening band number, 
who takes over from that point on. 
Saddled with this assignment. Block 
is forced to break up his standard 
patter routine with Miss Sully into 
several sections before getting to the 
gist of it at the finish. It reduces 
their effectiveness as a whole, though 
once Block and Sully get into the 
act, it runs fast and smart, with the 
laughs coming rapidly as usual, Un- 
der circumstances would be better if 
he’d stick to straight announcing and 
keep femme off until ready to swing 
into their own specialty. 





Faludy Troupe, six men and a 
gal, start things off with dizzy doings 
on the tester-board, building neatly 
to smash finale in which one of their 
number, blindfolded, is hurtled up| 
into the air to land feet first atop 
a three-man high pole. Lester 
Ohman’s clever marionette act fills 
the next slot admirable. Ohman 
handles his little figures showily, 
several of them being off the beaten 
path. For an encore, a gal sings 
‘Since Grandpa Learned to Swing’ at 
another mike while a wooden octo- 
genarian does boogie woogie. 

Three Swifts clean up with their 
familiar juggling turn, now as al- 


Ways generously sprinkled’ with 
comedy. After second of Block- 
Sully briefies and band number, 


Murphy comes on to ease into mob’s 
affections immediately. Following 
his own act, he sticks around for a 
piece .of comedy business with the 
Blocks and then they stay on for the 
major portion of their turn—bit late | 
for them to level off. Cohen. 


EARLE, PHILLY 





Philadelphia, Jan. 31. 
Eddy Duchin Orch with Lew Sher- 
wood, June Robbins, Tony Leonard, 
Jean, Jack & Judy, Tom & Betty} 
Wonder, Bob Nellor; ‘Four Jacks and | 
a Jil’ (RKO). 





Eddy Duchin and his boys, backed 
by able support, entertain with a 
Swiftly paced show running 80 min- 
utes. The extra-long running time, 
almost a half-hour over normal, was 
caused by innumerable encores 
various performers were obliged to 
do to appease customers. 

_Duchin’s swell singer, June Rob- 
bins, was forced to warble five tunes 
before down-fronters were satisfied. 
It’s a little too much for any set of 
Pipes, and the gal’s last, ‘Chatta- 
nooga Choo-Choo,’ was tired. Her 
other numbers, al] netting plenty of | 
kudoes, are ‘1-A in the Army,’ ‘T | 
Said No,’ ‘Blues in the Night’ and | 
Old Man Mose.’ 

Other solid chirper Lew Sher- 
wood, trumpeter, who scored with 
a comic version of ‘Rose O’Day’ in 
doubletalk: ‘Sam, You Made the 
Pants Too Long’ and ‘Under the 
Spreading Chestnut Tree’ with ges- 
tures 

Band baritone Johnny Drake 
Opens proceedings with a_ nifyt, 
while Tony Leonard came through 
with mellow ‘White Cliffs of Dover.’ 

Duchin is socko at the keyboard. 
With tricky lighting effects he ac- 
centuates finger work with plenty 
of showmanship as he wows ‘em 
With faves such as ‘Stormy Weather,’ 
Prelude’ and others. He’s also per- 
sonable at the mike, announcing the 
acts clearly and with just enough 
buildup. 

Almost tieing up the 

ventriloquist Bob 
_Duchin acting as __ stooge, 
woodenhead ‘Reggie’ gets 
devastating digs. Novelty 
yrsd are Reggie’s recitaiton of the 
difficult ‘Peter Piper’ routine, toss- 
NS a baby voice into Duchin, and 

ellor’s ‘Oh Johnny’ sans dummy. 
P The Wonders are first-rate in their 
familiar comedy dance turn. They're 
M the initial slot. Jean, Jack and 





show is 
Nellor. 


in some 








Judy, two gals and a guy, display 
some difficult stunts in a knock- 
about acrobatic act. 

Jammed house at show caught 
(Sat. night). Shal., 


PALOMAR, SEATTLE 





Seattle, Ore., Jan. 27. 
Lord & Lyon, Marjorie Milward, 
Jack & June Gordon, Harrison & 
Carroll, Rancho Serenaders (4), Al 
Ules House Orch (6); ‘Road to Hap- 
pinesss’ (Mono). 





Jack and June Gordon were de- 
layed in Oregon, missing first day 
here, Jerry Ross, emcee and man- 
ager of the Palomar, stepping into 
the breach nicely and getting a big 
hand with songs and patter. Gor- 
dons arrived Monday night, going 
on as scheduled for the rest of the 
week. 


Lord and Lyon open, former do- 
ing some nice handstand balancing. 
Lyon is then called from audience 
and goes over as the nervous ama- 
teur who does expert balancing. Ac- 
companying comedy drew laughs. 

Marjorie Milward, on next for one 
song and terping, is followed by 
Jack and June Gordon, in a whirl- 
wind act including collegiate songs 





and comedy. Male scored with imi- 
tations of different types of horses 
while juggling billiard balls, while | 
June got a big hand singing ‘Land of 
the Free.’ 


Miss Milward back for conga and 
rhumba, followed by Harrison and 
Carroll, tapsters. Harrison scored 
with imitations. 

Rancho Serenaders, in a farewell 
stint before going into the army en 
masse, are a distinctive unit, regis- 
tering with ‘Rancho Grande’ and 
‘Tumbling Tumbleweeds.’ Special 
click with Norval Boyk, violinist, 
featured in ‘Estrellita,” and Glen 
Larson, in bass fiddler’s Swedish 
version of ‘Nobody’s Darling.’ 

Fair house first show. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 





Newsreel Theatres circuit of five 
houses, of which the Embassy is one, 
comes up this week with a highly 
interesting, enlightening clip of its 
own in the form of a roundtable dis- 
cussion on the war. Point at issue 
is who’s Public Enemy No. 1. H. V. 
Kaltenborn and Tex McCrary, who 
have figured in special material made 
up by and for the TNT organization, 
take part in the roundtable master- 
minding, with Clare Boothe and Vir- 
ginia Cowles, last-mentioned author 
of the book, ‘Looking for Trouble.’ 

Group analyzes the war from the 
point of view of whether it’s more 
important to beat Hitler or the Japs, 
although conceded that both must be 
whipped, Action shots background 
to give the clip body as well as color. 
Miss Cowles photographs well and 
speaks convincingly. Good impres- 
sion also made by Miss Boothe. Mc- 
Crary, who has an excellent micro- 
phone voice, doesn’t take such an 
active part in the discussions as the 
others. 

Show on the whole veers strongly 
to war, as should be expected, but 
room has been found for a generous 
sprinkling of sports and other items, 





not the least of these being Presi- 
dent Roosevelt’s 60th birthday anni- 
versary and little Jerry King’s invi- 
tation to Washington to put on the 
feed bag with the chief exec. Par- 
amount has done a neat production 
job on the kid, going into his Hell’s 
Kitchen, N. Y¥., home when he is be- 
ing prepared for the trip. 

Also quick te arouse big response | 
is the Par subject of Gen. Douglas 
MacArthur, who also had a birth-| 
day during the past week. The Cus- 
ter of the Philippines, a handsome- 
looking guy, is taken back to the last 








FLATBUSH, B’KLYN 


Blackstone & Co. (30); Sonny Dun- 
ham Orch (16) with Harriet Clarke 
Ray Kellogg; Shorts & Newsreels. 





Blackstone’s legerdemain and magi, 
along with Sonny Dunham’s band 
consume approximately 105 minutes 
of stage time this week. Dunham's 
combo is almost lost in the booking, 
being allotted about 25 minutes to 
itself and spending the remainder 
sunning its collective tonsils from the 


pit on Blackstone’s bright and almost | 


invariably interesting tricks. 
Dunham starts off. His is an im- 
proved outfit that does its best and 
cleanest work in a ride groove, a rut 
that it has always leaned toward. 
Styled somewhat after Jimmie 
Lunceford’s band in its playing, Dun- 
ham’s five sax, four rhythm, seven 
brass (including leader’s), has no 


mercy for delicate ear drms, with its | 


piercing brass-jump arrangements. 

There’s no denying that the band 
plays well in that groove and that 
it made a good impression in a 
packed house when caught (finale 
Friday), but it seems to brush off 
smoother, sweeter stuff. Dunham 
himself could take a page from Harry 
James and get more melody into his 
own trumpet 
sells neatly. 

Band’s work behind vocalists Har- 
riet Clarke (Mrs. Charlie Barnet) 
who’s starting with Dunham here, 
and Ray Kellogg, is barely adequate. 
There’s no inspiration in it except 
in rhythm tunes like ‘Watch the 
Birdie,’ done well by Miss Clarke. 
Then an exceedingly smooth, rocking 
dance tempo is set up. She does 
‘Somebody Else Is Taking My Place’ 
too. Kellogg handles ‘Tis Autmun’ 
and ‘Elmer’s Tune’ nicely. Dunham 
and an instrumental quartet set up 
a stage wait with two jive things 
while bandmen shift from stage to 
pit. 

Blackstone’s stuff moves at a speedy 
pace, helped much by his chatter 
and little tricks like tossing a cal- 
culating eye at the lookers scooting 
on and off stage in a never-ending 
stream, handing him new props or 
taking part in tricks. Glimmer busi- 
ness got instant appreciation. Ma- 
gician tees off in full stage, building 
an appealing, colorful setting with 
vari-colored bouquets of flowers pro- 
duced from a cape. 

From there on his stuff moved so 
fast and there’s so much of it that 
it’s impossible to detail. One of his 
best is done with an electric bulb 
brought onstage in a lamp. Remov- 
ing it and passing a ring around it 
to prove no connection, he carries 
it lighted among the payees. There 
are card tricks, trunk appearances 
and vice versa, girls coming out of 
crates, boxes, etc. Slightly disap- 
pointing, however is his widely 
heralded Indian rope trick. 

Stunt strong with audience is one 
of borrowing a hanky and having 
it jump all over the place as if it 
were live. At another point there’s 
a comical session with a neighbor- 
hood kid and the rabbit trick. In 
all. Blackstone remains immensely 
entertaining, even for the blase. 

Wood. 


ORPHEUM, MPLS. 





Minneapolis, Jan. 31. 
Les Brown Orch (16) with 


‘Sullivan’s Travels’ (Par). 





As purveyors 


of solid swing and 
all-around 


entertainers, the Les 


Brown band takes its place with the | 


topnotchers seen at this house. Per- 


} sonal endorsement of house manager 


Bill Sears in newspaper ads, after 
auditioning the outfit at the Black- 
hawk, Chicago, stated: ‘I will go on 
record with the prediction that it 
will head the list of favorites by the 
end of 1942.’ It’s the first time Sears 


>} men Miranda, a girl who smiled like 


up front, which he | 


Betty | 
Bonney and Ralph Young, Olsen &| 


| Shirley, Sibyl Bowan, Gil Lamb; | up a new theatre record in this|tertaining with best bit at finish a 


'by Bob Jacoby, also from the band, 
he climaxes with ‘Feet Too Big’ and 
a strip-tease ‘take-off.’ 

Sibyl Bowan also hangs up a good 
| laugh score with impressions of Car- 


Gloria Swanson, Beatrice Lillie and 
Gracie Fields. 

‘Marche Slav’ has been turned into 
a hot band number featuring Jimmy 


Felton, drummer, and Abe Most, 
clarinetist. Betty. Bonney, band 
singer, is a looker who makes the 


most of ‘I Got It Bad,’ ‘Jo Jo Di 
Maggio’ and ‘1-A in the Army,’ stop- 
ping the show. 

Gil Lamb, local boy fresh from his 
film debut, clowns, gives his ickie 
impression, eccentric dancing and 
comedy songs and ties the show up, 
as usual. His new soldier stuff is 
timely and funny. 

For wind-up band has another nifty 
number, ‘Bizet Has His Day.’ Fair 





opening day. Rees. 


j 


| COLONIAL, DAYTON 





Dayton, Jan. 31. 

| Great Lester (2); Bellit & English 
| brothers, (3); Johnny Downs & Fred 
|Sanborne (2); ‘Playmates’ on screen. 





Only four acts here this week but 
show runs regulation length, due 
to the extended offering of the Great 
Lester. It is bright, snappy enter- 
tainment all the way. 


This is Lester's first visit to Day- 
ton in 15 years and the audience 
went for him. Lester is a_ slick 
magician with effective patter who 
knows how to sell an act. Stunts 
like the cut rope trick is elaborated 
and familiar trick where young lady 
suddenly appears in a box has gal 
dressed as Miss Liberty, against a 
background of American flag, with a 


‘Remember Pearl Harbor’ slogan 
above. 
Lester’s climaxer is sawing a 


house for the second afternoon show 


OLYMPIA, MIAMI 





Miami, Jan. 30. 
Faith Bacon, Phil Regan, Lew 
Parker, Novak & Fay, Carlton Emmy, 
Margaret Faber dancers, Harry Reser 
House Orch (12); ‘H. M. Pulham, 
Esq.’ (M-G). 





Olympia gets in a solid entertain- 


ment lick this week, with Faith Ba- 
con and Phil Regan providing the 
candlepower draw, a well-balanced 
supporting bill, and interesting film. 


Miss Bacon, just out of the Latin 
Quarter after a two-week holdover, 
is utilizing the Margaret Faber dan- 
cers in a production sequence prior 
to her entrance. It’s highly effec- 
tive, as also her fan dance. Aside 
from the flesh connotation, Miss Ba- 
con rates recognition for her ter- 
pology. She can’t be classified 
merely as a fan flutterer, because 
she’s a good dancer. 


Phil Regan is as ingratiating as 
ever, running through a repertoire 
of pops and ballads in fine voice. He 
should, however, dispense with con- 
stant repetition of ‘I hope you like 
it,, a corny note in an otherwise 
smooth performance. 

Knockabout acrobatics of Novak 
and Fay were likewise well received. 
Pair are fast working muscular 
screwballs, uncorking some spectacu- 
lar stunts along with the fooling. 

Animal acts have always been 
popular in this house, and Carlton 
Emmy and his mad wags are no 
exception, wags being 14 canine cut- 
ups. Dogs are well trained and run 
through a sure-fire routine of tricks 
without a growl. 

Lew Parker emcees the show 
pleasantly and embellishes goings- 
on with his comedy. A smooth im- 
pressionist, he scores strongly. 

Biz good. Leslie, 


TOWER, K. C. 





woman in half. His secondary but 
also potent event is the levitation of 
a young woman resting with one arm 
on an upturned broom. Opening he 
changes water to wine and vice versa 
| while balancing himself on a chair 
with his table and glasses on a slack 
wire. 

Johnny Downs, fresh from Holly- 
wood, has pleasing personality and 
a nimble pair of legs. He closes with 
a jitterbug dance after. singing 
‘Aloha, Aloha,’ ‘Love of Mine’ and 
‘Middle of a Kiss’ in fine style. 


Fred Sanborne, sawed-off comed- 
ian, repeats success of former ap- 
pearances here with much the same 
act. Begins with a phoney magic 
act and then turns to the xylophone. 
‘White Cliffs of Dover’ is his best. 

Marian Bellit and English broth- 
ers open the show with a breezy 
comedy knock-about and acro turn 
in which the girl takes as much 
punishment as the two boys 

Cleaned up. 


MICHIGAN, DETROIT 


Kany. 





Detroit, Jan. 30. 
Jimmy Dorsey Orch with Helen 
O’Connell, Bob Eberly, Buddy 





Kansas City, Jan. 31. 
Betty Shayne, Mel Ody, Ross & 
West, Six Cressonians, Jimmy Bunn, 
Patricia Jakobe, Herb Six House 
Orch; ‘Lady for a Niyht’ (Rep). 





Regular combo of four standard 
turns with weekly am winner and 
house regulars, Jimmy Bunn as m.c. 
and the Herb Six band, stacks up 
above average for this type program 
and provides fairly diverting 45 min- 
utes of entertainment. 

Patriotic medley of current popu- 
lar tunes is opening by Herb Six and 
band, with Jimmy Bunn in for a 
vocal chorus of ‘Any Bonds Today.’ 
Initial act is Betty Shayne, in a duo 
of tap routines, both her modern 
clicking to ‘Begin the Beguine’ and 
her closing strut-tap going over, Mel 
Ody’s juggling fills second spot 
nicely. He combines comedy chatter 
and gestures with clever manipula- 
tion of bouncing balls, Indian clubs 
and umbrella and rubber ring. Turn 
is above par and might be improved 
by bigger role for his comely femme 
partner. 

Amateur winner Patricia Jakobe 
then tries out with singing and danc- 
ing, latter the better. Bunn then 
steps out for some first rate singin 

















Schutz, Joe & Jane McKenna, Tip, } 
Tap & Toe, Dell Parker, Phil Brestoff | 
House Orch (15); ‘Design for! 
| Scandal’ (M-G). 





Following Glenn Miller, who hung 
| house, the Dorsey crew has its work | 
cut out, but is coming through | 
| solidly. 
| Although a couple of acts have} 
| been dubbed in, Dorsey specialists | 
| get applause from the early appear-| 
j}ance of Helen O’Connell with ‘You 
| Made Me Love You’ and a vocal and | 
|}brass version of ‘Arthur Murray} 
|Faught Me Dancing’ until the} 
patriotic windup with the ‘Star| 
Spangled Banner.’ Dorsey wastes 


world war with a shot from the files| pas gone to bat in his ads for a band. | little time in putting the focus on his | 


showing him being decorated by Gen. | 
Pershing. 

First pictures (Par) of the Russian | 
offensive against the Germans con- 
taining actual battle pictures and 
the first from inside Moscow since 
the war began, with a rare recording 


of Stalin’s voice heard, are high-!} 
lights. Polish aid to Russia is the 
subject-matter of another Par clip 
1These lead off the show, with the 
Pan-American conference sans any 
soundtrack record of Welles’ voice, | 
tanker survivors, Army’s biggest | 
gun, Dempsey joining up, instruc- | 


tions to aliens from Washington, and 
others, following. 

Safety of silence is stressed in an | 
item in which a British seaman, Pani 
vivor of several sinkings, points up 
the importance of less lip action by | 
citing an actual instance which | 
tipped off enemy subs. Newsreels | 
have been doing a good job and a| 
patriotic duty in continually pounda- | 
ing home the warning that easy talk | 
is dangerous. 

Pathe shames thosa who would | 
hoard sugar in a special compilation | 
in which it has posed persons taking | 
advantage of the sugar situation. | 
Gets a couple of laughs, especially | 
the bit in which a gal, in a restau- | 
rant, empties the sugar-bow] into | 
her purse when no one’s looking. 

Fashions are out of the groove 
slightly, with Movietone concentrat- 
ing this week on uniforms for nurses, 
air-raid wardens, etc Char. 


Orch dishes out rhythmic swing to 
suit the jivers, but swell arrange- 
ments are melodious rather 


he 
than 


noisy. Deftly blending a sufficient 
amount of novelty stuff and comedy 
| business with its music, and being 
well supplied with singers, aggrega- 


| tion qualifies nicely as a stage pres- 


Constituted much like 
other grass outfits. band is a little 
loud at times. but this lone deficiency 
might have been due to an improp- 
erly- regulated house p.a. system. 

On this occasion, the band is nicely 
backed up by three 
acts that help te round out the 60 
pleasant minutes. Laughs are plen- 
tiful. 

Youthful. agreeable emcee Brown 
also conducts unobtrusively and per- 
forms on the sax. Nearly all num- 
bers give individuals and sections 
spotting. Fast swing arrangement of 
the ‘Anvil Chorus’ starter paves the 
way for Ralph Young, good-looking, 
smooth-voiced baritone, who clicks 
with ‘Love of Mine’ and ‘’Tis 
Autumn.’ Loose-jointed and limber 
Ralph Olsen and Lynn Shirley, first 
of three outside acts. uncork their 
unusual routine of acrobatic dancing, 
high kicking. somersaults and con- 


entation 


tortionist feats for good results. | 

‘Butch’ Stone. from the band,! 
whams ’em with his comedy singing | 
land eccentric stepping. With orch 
he goes big with ‘Mame Told Me’ 
and ‘Rives in the Night’ Then, nided | 


target-hitting | 


| stars, following his thrush with ‘John 
|Silver,” in which Buddy Schutz} 
stands up after his tom-tom beating. | 

The McKenna turn is_ inserted 
here, the male starting clowning 
drunk solo bit. Knockabout with 
femme later carried them off nicely. 

Smooth-voiced Bob Eberly had 
them yelling for more. He re- 
sponded with ‘Roses Bloom Again’ 
and ‘I’}l] Understand,’ when Dorsey 
himself took over with both sax and 


|clarinet in a dextrous and sultry| 
‘Fingerbuster.’ 

Tip, Tap & Toe, who give their 
foot-beating visual as well as oral 


jappeal, here move in opportunely | 
|for a sock spot. Eberle came back | 
| with a chorus of ‘Can a Lady Resist’ 
with Miss McConnell taking over 
janother chorus of the number. Pair 
also whacked up the song chores on 
| ‘Green Eyes’ which followed to make 
rit a brisk hour show. Brestoff’s| 
house orchestra did a ‘Swinging of | 
the Classics’ opening in which Dell 
Parker, pleasing local warbler did | 
\‘Ai, Ai, Ai’ in the Miranda manner, 
with the newsreel as a cut-off be- 





|tween the house and touring bands. 
|Business big at opening evening 
show. 





Pool. 
' 
1 


Comedy acts will be the prime) 
bookings for the 71 fairs in the Bad- | 
ger state this vear, according to the 
Wisconson A 


ociation of Fairs. ss 


of ‘Rose O’Day’ and ‘Sweet Leilani, 
but requires additional training and 
experience as m.c. 

Line of chatter and gags by Ross 
and West, based on radio serials and 
newsreels, spotted next to closing. 
Satirical takeoffs are moderately en- 


travesty on newsreel montage shot. 
It’s a bit of flash and might well 
wind the show. Close is left to the 


Cressonians, however, with their 
teeterboard specialties and gym- 
nastics, both outstanding. Quin. 














Groucho Marx | 


—= Continued from page I= 


} 





with heavy money, you undoubtedly 
have had to dig down for Uncle 
Sam, and it seems to me that a copy 
of my book, ‘Many Happy Returns,’ 
should be your constant companion. 

I have had considerable experi- 
ence with the income tax depart- 
ment since they first began operating 


|and when I say operating, I am not 


kidding. I am a professional de- 
linquent of many years’ standing—at 


| the moment I am being hounded for 


1933-34-35, so you can see that the 
tax information I dish out is right 
from the feed box. 

The whole purpose of this letter, 
if you can call it that, is to per- 
suade you to run it in your shifty 
sheet with a good, big heading—say, 
five-point Gothic, whatever that 
means. Briefly, I have been plug- 
ging for your throwaway for many 
years and it’s about time you turned 
around and helped boot this book 
of mine into a best seller. 

Lovingly yours, 
Groucho Marz. 





‘ROLLER FOLLIES’ SWITCH 

‘Roller Follies’ title has been 
changed to ‘Skating Vanities of 1942.” 

Arena operators decided first title 
conflicted with ‘Roller Derby’ and 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, February 4, 1942 








Variety Bills 





WEEK FEBRUARY 6 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


shew, whether full or split week. 














Paramount | 





NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (4) 


Glenn Miller Pd 
Lorraine & Rognan 
Trixie 


CHICAGO 


Chicago (6) 
Harold Stokes Bd 
Kingsjesters 
Nonchalants 
Olsen & Shirley 

Regal (6) 
E Hawkins Bd 
MIAMI 
Olympia (5-8) 
3 Guesses 
Jane Pickens 
Eunice Healey 
Jack Haley 





PEORIA 
Palace (6-7) 
Inkspots 
Erskine Hawkins Ra 
JOLIET 
Orpheum (8 only) 
Inkspots 
Erskine Hawkins Bd 
MADISON 
Orpheum (9 only) 
Inkspots 
Erskine Hawkins Bd 
ROCKFORD 
Coronado (10 11) 
Inkspots 
Erskine Hawkins Bad 
SOUTH BEND 
Palace (12 only) 
Tnkspots 
Erskine Hawkins Bd 








Warner 





NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (6) 
Frankie Masters O 
Arnaut B & S Nellie 

Chester Dolphin 
Robinson & Martin 


(30) 
Bob Chester Orc 
Ceorgie Price 
Kay, Katya & Kay 
BROOKLYN 
Strand (6-9) 
McFarland Orc 
3 Stooges 
Sunny Rice 
Del Rios 
(30-2) 
Orrin Tucker Ore 
Walter ‘Dare’ Wah: 
Ambassadorettes 
PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (6) 
Rob Chester Ore 
M Auer & J Hunter 
Kay, Katya & Kay 
(30) 
Eddy Duchin Ore 
Rob Neller 
Tom & B Wonder 
Jack, Jean & Judy 





PITTSBURGH 

Stanley (6) 
The Shyrettos 
Cappy Barra Boys 
Connie Boswell 
Ray Bolger 

(30) 

The Faludys 
Lester Oman 
Block & Sully 
3 Swifts 


George Murphy 
WASHINGTON 
Farle (6) 


Roxyettes 
The Maxellos 
Al Gordon 
Harris, Claire 
Diane Davis 


& S$ 


Sammy Kaye Ore 
Sue Ryan 
3 Smart Gis 
UTICA 
Stanley (3-5) 
Dick Powell Rev 
Clyde Lucas Ore 
Hal Sherman 
Rollo & V Pickert 








Loew 





NEW YORK CITY 
State (5) 
E Carroll Vanities 
WASHINGTON 


Reid & Mack 
Nelson Novelettes 
Cass Daley 

Ray English 











Capitol (5) Carmen Amaya 

BOSTON DeVal, Merle & Lee 

Boston (6) Laurel & Hardy 
Eddie Duchin Ore q 

(30) Folie Internationale 

4 Franks The Shyrettos 
Whitey & Ed Ford | Karin Zoska 
Paul Haakon i Diplomats 


Patricia Bowman 
Rex Weber 
Ray Kinney Orc 
CINCINNATI 
Shubert (6) 
Meet the People 
(30) 
*Hell-a-Belloo’ 
Milt Britton 
4 Skating 
Judy Starr 


3d 
Marvels 


Laurel & Hardy 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (ff) 

Clyfe McCoy Orc 


Dawn & Humanettes 


Charles & Celeste 
Franklin D'Amore 
Lambertie 


Frank Jean Hubert 
Novelle Bras 
Helene Mae 

Judith & Jacques 


The Chedwicks 
DAYTON 
Colonial (6) 
Hawaiian Nights 
(30) 
Bellit & English 
Johnny Downs 
Fred Sanborne 


B 





Great Lester 





Independent 





NEW YORK CITY 


Masie Hall 


Wynn Murray 
Ferry Bros 
John Tiebor 
Robt Shanley 
Eleenor Tennis 
Nicholas Daks 
Glee Club 
Kockettes 
Corps de Ballet 
Erno Rapee Syiaph 
Rexy (5) 
Dave Apollon 
Carr Bros 
Gower & Jeanne 
sob Hannon 
Apollo (5) 


(5) 


Louis Armstrong O 
Ann Baker 
Sonny Wood 


Louise Beavers 
Tim Moore 
Joe Byrd 
Pops & Louis 
Howard Boys 
(One to fill) 
Academy (2-3) 
Art Kahn Ore 
Farrell & 
Anthony & Rogers 
Mcore & Revel 
Bob Howard 
Hoffman Gis 
Riviera (8) 
Johnny Leonard 
Allen Tockman 
Dick Raymond Ore 
(Three to fill) 
Windsor (6-8) 
Blackstone 
Dick Rogers Orc 
BROOKLYN 
Flatbush (5) 
Maxie Rosenbloom 
Adrian Rollini 3 
Lou Breese Orc 
Moore & Revel 
Rod Rogers 
Marine (8 only) 
3 Reeds 


Mack Sis 


Al Robinson 
(Three to fill) 

(4 only) 
3 Madcaps 


Lew Fenner 
Yvette Rugel 
C Worth & Marcia 


Kathleen Byrne 8 
Mayfair (7 only) 
°° BRPasd 


Ai Robinson 
(Three to fill) 

Ridgewood (4-5) 
Barrie & Brenda 
3 Reeds 


Al Robinson 
Roberta Hines 
(One to fill) 


ASTORIA 
Steinway (6-8) 
Lucky Sis 
Big-Time Crip 
Katherine Perry 
Harris & Howell 
Will Mastin 3 
Edgar Hayes Orc 
BRIDGEPORT 
Lyric (2-4) 
Vici Spices of 1942 
BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (5) 
Martha Raye 
Philharmonicas 
Marty Bohn 
Condos Bros 
Ambassadorettes 
State (8-11) 
Wayne & Marlin 
6 Naval Cadets 
(Two to fill) 


(5-6) 
Continental Parade 
Royal (6) 


Charlie Barnet 
Jerry Taps 
BUFFALO 
Century (5) 
4 Le Ahn Sis 
CAMDEN 
Towers (6-8) 





Stapletons 


Orc 


Frank Hall 
Maude Hilton 
Britt Wood 
4 Jansleys 
ELIZABETH 
Liberty (5-8) 
Elton Britt 
Roberta Hines 
Kelleen & Edwards 
Beebe's Bears 
(One to fill) 

FALL RIVER 
Empire (3-5) 
‘La Vie Parisienne’ 
FREEPORT 
Freeport (6 only) 

2 Madcaps 
Lew Fenner 
Yvette Rugel 
C Worth & Marcia 
Kathleen Byrne 3 
JAMAICA 
Jamaica (6-9) 
Jacks 
Marjorie 
Mirth & 
Keaton & 


» 

jarretson 
Mack 

Armfleld 


R lalavera Dane 
HARTFORD 
State (6-8) 

Johnny Long Ore 


George Murphy 
Maxine Sullivan 
Rae & Waterfall 
LYNBROOK 
Lynbrook (7 only) 
3 Madeaps 
Lew Fenner 
Yvette Rugel 
C Worth & Marcia 
Kathleen Byrne 3 
NEWARK 
Adams (5) 
Gene Krupa Ore 
Shea & Raymond 
Catherine Westfield 
PASSAIC 
Central (5) 
Raymond Scott Ore 
Willie Howard Co 
Benay Venuta 
The Rillingtons 
PATERSON 
Majestic (10-12) 
Florette 
2 Reeds 
T O'Neil & Kuthie 
Flo Nickerson Rev 
(6-9) 
Taylor Glorified Rev 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (6) 
Wyman & White 
Emmy's Pets 


Johnny 


Fay’s (5) 
Eleanor Sheridan 
Lewis & Van 
Sammy Cohen 
Mark Dawson 
Stone & Lee 


PITMAN 

B’way (7 only) 
Wayne & Marlin 
Grant Fam 
6 Naval Cadets 
(One to fill) 

PROVIDENCE 
Metrepolitan (6-8) 
C Thornhill Ore 
Little Tough Guys 
Bab Easton Co 
bo Jenkins 


SO. MANCHESTER 
State (8) 
Brent & Marconi 


Kathleen Byrne 3 


4 Blenders 
Jed Dooley Co 
Johnny Leonard 


(Five to fill) 
SOUTH RIVER 
Capitol (6-7) 

4 Blenders 


| 


| Dick Lewis ¢€ 


| Dorothy Callahan 


Willie Bryant 

Winnie Johnson 

Audrey & Phil 

Willie Dukes 

Benny Carter Ore 
51 Club 


Carolyn Biddle 


| Marion Joyce 


Iris Kary! 
Wauneta Bates 
Frances Leslie 
Wilma Novak 
Irene Kaye 
Grooverneers 
Bobby Berna 


52d Swing Club 
Delmar 3 
Frankie Meadows 
Al Green 
Greenwich 
nn 
Henry Arthur 
Vera Neva 
Carroll Chappell 
Patricia Parker 
Lorna Rhode 
Gene Monet Ore 
Harlem Kendezvous 
Edna Mae Aarris 
l’rincess Valda 
Columbos Ore 
Bobbe Caston 
Phil & Audrey 
Johnny Taylor 
Savannah Churchill 
Reeve Sis 
Spordoe-O-De 
Havana-Madrid 
Julio Richards 
Kiki 
Felipe dea 


Village 


Flores 


Hector del Villar 
Eleanor Grecco 
Movita 

Maya Ore 





Leonard 


Don Gilberto Ore 





Hotel Sheraton 
(Murray Room) 
Ruth Lowe 
Sair Lee 
Francis King 
Henry Nobie 
Hotel Savoy-Plaza 
John Hoysradt 
Ernie Holst Ore 
Harold Cooke Ore 


Hotel Sr. Moritz 
(Cafe de la Paix) 
Stuart & Lea 
Milb’ne Christopher 
Peggy Norman 
Mack Perrin 
Ford Harrison Ore 

Hotel St. Begte 

(Iridium Room) 
Hal Saunders Ore 
Mme C Alphano 


Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Sonny Skyler 

Hotel Wakiorf- 
Astoria 


Hartmans 

Laura Deane Dutton 
Freddy Martin Orc 
Mischa Borr Ore 


Hotel Warwick 
(Raleigh Reom) 
E & E Roberts 
Vicki George 
Sande Williams 
Harricane 
Jimmy Shields 
Ray Parker 
Harry Rose 
Cabot & Dresden 
Honey Chiles 
Dave Dennis Ore 
Lolita Cardoba Orc 
Iceland Restaurant 


Ore 


Herman Chittison 


Cornelia Cedolban O 


Smiles & Smiles 





Danny White 


Robaa Bieu 
Paula Laurence 
Wally Boag 
Peters Sis 
Mabel Mercer 
Carrie Finnel 


R Dyer-Bennet 
Russian Kretchma 
Norma Lucero 
Lyda Swan 

Arecadi Stoyanovsky 
Adia Kuznetzoff 
Nastia Poliakova 
Marusia Sava 
Mischa Vzanoff 


Stork Club 
Grace Reilly 
Bob Grant Ore 
Frank Curbello Ore 
The Place 
Irené Barkley 
Pat Ring 
Evelyn Brock 
Skeets Tolbert 
Ubangi Club 
Savannah Churchill 





Hardin Bros Coa 


Babe Wallace 
Rosetta Le Noire 
Helena Smith 
Pauline Bryant 
Jackie Mabley 
Sooaras Orc 


Wivel 
Connie Joyce 
Baron & Bernay 

Versailles 
Bergere Orc 
Panchito Ore 
Billy de Wolfe 
Jane Kean 
Harold Barnes 
Kirk Alyn 
Paul Bartels 
Six Ver-Sighs 

Village Bara 
June Bentley 
Music Hall Boys 
Claytons 
Palmer Orc 
Trini Ore 
Village Vanguard 
Leadbelly Nero 
Josh White 
Debby Best 
Ann Robinson 


MIAMI 


Club Bali 


Blanch Bow 
Frederico & Rankin 
Gene Sheldon 
Loretta Fischer 
Mack Pepper 
Balliettes 

Tony Numez Ore 


Clover Clab 
Adelaide Moffett 
Anita Alvarez 
Samao Sirens 
Hernandez Orc 














NEW YORK 





BOOKING THE NATION’S LEADING INDEPENDENT 


VAUDEVILLE THEATRES 


BEVERLY HILLS, CAL. 


EDWARD SHERMAN AGENCY | 

















Crosby 
George 
Judson € 
3 Co-Eds 





Ward & King 
(Three to fill) 
WATERBURY 
Poli’s (5-6) 
Vici's ‘Spices of °42’ 
WOCDSIDE 
Sunnyside (7-3) 
Sis 
Kay 


(One to fill) 
WORCESTER 


Plymouth (2-4) 


M Auer & J Hunter 











Reynolds & White C Thornhill Ore 
5 Crackerjacts Bo Jenkins 
Cabaret Bills 
Armando’s Clichy 
Geo Morris Ore Ann Gale 
Peggy French Walter Lynch 
Beachcomber Club 18 
|Henny Youngman G Andrews Ore 
} Lenore Lemmon Eric Ore 
| April Ames Roberta Welch 
Manor & Mignon Jack White 
Salazar Ore Frankie lIlyers 


Sanabria Ore 
Ben Marden’s 
Winter Room 

Yvonne Bouvier 

Marie Atkinson 

Gypsy Markoff 

Guy Howard 

Freshmen 
Bill Bertolotti’s 

Lynn & Marianne 

| Claire Willis 

| Virginia Gibson 

Moya Gifford 

Dor Ore 
Bill’s Gay 90’s 

Lulu Bates 

Ethel Gilbert 

Spike Harrison 


1 Sylvio 








Harry Donelly 
silly Lorraine 
Gay 90's Quartette)} 


| Hazel 





J 
| Muriel A 


| 
| 


Vince Curran 
Roy Sedley 
McNulty 


Lillian Fitzgerald 
Susan Lang 

Cleb Gauche 
Ida Rodriguez 


Carmencita 
Strollers 
Joe Santiago 
Alberto Franco 
Don Cat Ore 
Club Midnight 
Ramor 
Vi Bradley 

Club 181 
Connie 
Billy & 


} 
ios 


Harris 
Ann 
Goldie 


he 


Jack 
Co 


Club Samoa 


Butler's New Room | Ching 


Murray Rev 


Lewis 


Steve 
Happy 
Cafe Madison 
Allan Cole Ore 
Marilynn 
Les Parker 
Cafe Montparnasse 
Aileen Cook 
Jean Brunseco 
Cafe Society 
(Midtown) 
John Kirby Ore 
| Hazel Scott 
| Golden Gate 4 
Eddie South Ens 
Cafe Society 
(Village) 


Teddy Wilson Orc 
Albert Ammons 
Pete Johnson 


Kenneth Spencer 
Connie Berry 
Frances Smith 
Cafe Vienna 
Ruth Barr 
William Hoffman 
Murray Miller 
Dolfy Margens 
Leo Pleskow Ore 


Casa Marta 


Antoinette Severin 
Tony & Estrella 
Hector Del Villar 
Monalito 
Juan Dimitri Ore 
Casino Russe 
Nina Te*rasova 
Gypsy Markoff 
Michel Michon 
Nadia & Sasha 
Mischa Novy 
Dmitri Matvienko 
Olga Vadina 
Nicholas Matthey 0 
Cerutti’s 
Mae Barnes 
Haywood & Allan 
4 Chanticleers 
Dan Parrish 
Chateau Moderne 
Charles Francis 
John Livio 
Ira Spector 





Ore 


Michael Co 


Elmer Snowden Ore 
Los Chamacos Ore 
Club Whitaker 
Maxine 
Rolly 
Lorna 
Arthur 
Alex 


tolls 
& Mario 
Knoller 
Batkin Ore 
Copacabana 
Joe E Lewis 
Loper & Barrat 
Fernando Alvarez 
Estelita 
Samba Si 
Walter 
Betty 
Carol Dexter 
N Brandwynne 
Frank Marti Ore 
Club Frisco 
| Patricia Brent 
Vicki George 


g 
Miss Victoria 


rens 
Long 
Jane Smith 


Ore 


Coq Rouge 
Dick Wilson Ore 
Bela Bizony Ore 
Diamond Horseshoe 
Nita Naldi 
Betty Compson 
Carlyle Blackwell 
Joe E Howard 
Ross Wyse, Jr 
June Mann 
Della Lind 
Geo Fontana 
Gilda Gray 
Charles King 
Mangean Sis 
Clyde Hager 
Noble Sissle Ore 

El Chico 
Don Alberto Ore 
Padilla Sis 
Teresita Osta 
Victoria Barcelo 
Antonio de Cordova 

El Morocco 
Chauncey Grey Ore 
Chiquito Ore 
Fefe’s Monte Carlo 
George Jessel 
Lois Andrews 
Cy Walter 

Famous Door 





Denise Mavity 


Hickory Hvuuse 
Norma Shepard 
Hoot Howley 
Larry Bennett 3 
Mercedes 
Carol Boyd 
Rollin Smith 
Ginger Wayne 
Biil Turner Ore 
Hotel Amb:ssader 
(Trianon Koom) 
Jules Lande (ire 
Claire & Arena 
Eric Victor 
Richard Lane 
Hotel Astor 
Harold Nagel Ore 
Dick Kuhn Ori 
Hotel Belmont 
Plazn 
(Glass Hat) 
Covert & Reed 
Barbara Perry 


Margaret Scott 
Belmont Lalladeers 
Howard J.ally Ore 


Joe Pafumy Ore 
Hotel Biltmore 
(Bowman Room) 

Heasley 2 
Hazel Franklin 
Maureen Holmes 
4 Little De-Icers 
Patricia Gilmore 
Madriguera Ore 
Hotel Bossert 
(Brooklyn) 
Virginia Hays 
Nye Mayhew Ore 
Hotel Commodore 
(Century Room) 


Peter Rotunda 
B & R Ambrose 
Charle Carrer 
Marylin Duke 
Hotel 
Blue 
Hotel 
Muriei 
Kvalyn Tyner 
Hotel 5th Ave 
(Salon Madrid) 


Klin 


Ore 


Edison 
Barron Ore 
Essex House 
Bird 

Orc 


Cass Fran 
DeMarlos 

Guy 
Fay 


Rodia n 
Marde 


Burton Gross Ore 
Hotel Lexington 

Ray Kinney Ore 

M:.ymo Holt 

Napua 

Leilani laea 

Nani Todd 


Lehua Paulson 
Hotel McAlpin 
Johnny 
Hotel New Yorker 
Benny Goodman O 
Peggy Lee 
Tommy Taylor 
Adele Inge 
B & B Wade 
Ronny Roberts 
ce Ballet 
Grace Harvey 
Lynn Clare 
Hotel Navarro 
(Midnight Club) 
Margo & Mann 
Midnight Gypsies 
Hotel 
(Cocoanut Grove) 
Elaine Jordan 
Dora Maugham 
Robdert Raymon 
Geoffrey Hale 
Rochelle & Beebe 


(Rhumba Room) 


Julia Gerrity 
Fish & Gold 
The Three Debs 
Hotel Pennsylvania 
Charlie Spivak Ore 
Hotel Piccadilly 
(Georgian Room) 
Kerry Ens 
Hotei Pierre 
(Cotillion Room) 
Ella Logan 
Stanley Melba Orc 
(Cafe Vierre) 
Pliner & Earle 
Charlie Murray 
Imogene Carpenter 
Hotel Plaza 
(Persian Room) 
Dick Gasparre Ore 
Raye & Naldi 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Guy Lombardo Ore 





| Kenny 


Gardner 


Vaughn Monroe Ore 


6 Greys 

Joan Brandon 

Ted Eddy Ore 
Angelo Orc 

Jack Dempsey’s 
B'’way Restaurant 


Milt Herth 3 

Linda Lark 

irv Carroll Orc 
Jimmy Kelly’se 


Marlowes 
Montmarte Boys 
Joe & George 
Raymond & Joan 
Helen Holmes 
Danita Rivera 
Margaret Grey 
Faith Arlen 
tene 
Glenda Hope 
Menya Del Ray 
Gwili Ardmore 
Isabel Brown 
Rése Withum 
Peggy La Plant 
Joe Capello Ore 
Kern's 
Jean Claire 
Cornel Tanassy Ore 
Kelly’s Stable 
Sabby 
Lee 
Kea 
Betty 
Ann Hallow 
Art Tantum 
Glenda Hope 
Ramon & Jo 
Linda Keene 
Billy Daniels 
King Cole 3 
La Conga 
Noro Morales Or« 
Jack Harris Orc 
lee Dixon 
Harris Co 


Sonia Cortes 


Lewis 
Lesiie 
Loke 
Behr 


Ann 





Messner Orc 


Park Centrai 


Juan Donrigues Ore 


Belmonte 
Marquise 
Ruth Winchell 
|} Dorothy Tanner 
Consuelo Flowerton 
Frances Connolly 
Al Carr Ore 
La Martinique 
Romo Vincent 
Rosita Rios 
Mata & Hari 
Val Olman Orc 
Martini Queens 
Herbert Curbello O 
Le Petit Palais 
Mme C Alphand 
Oscar Kariweis 
Tashoff 


|} Gloria 


La 


Sascha 
Julian Fubhs 
Sula Lester 


Leon & Eddie's 








Lov Martin Ore 
Nerida Ore 
Eddie Davis 
Spencer & Forman 
Eddie Manson 
} Suzann Dae 
|} Scott Sextette 
Eric Thorson 
Noe! To} 

Maison Louis 
Bill Drye 
Carrie M Beville 


Maison Pierre 
Tommy Lyman 
Pierre Beaucaire 
Nena Montes 
LeCarlos & Granada 
Magda Loy 
5 Madcaps 
Chung Ye Wha 
6 Can-Can Gis 
Gaston 

19th Hole Club 
Angel Velez Orc 
Snub Mosely Ore 

Nut Club 
Belle Sloane 
Lamour 2 
Jack Reynolds 
Little Joe Little 

Place Elegante 
Vhil Dante 
cliff Conrad 
Martin Locke 
Manya Borodkin 
Jeannette Garretts 
Ernest Franz Ore 

Rainbow Grill 
Russ Smith Ore 


Ashburns 
Sylvie St Clair 
Rainbow Room 


Charles Weidman 
Elsie Houston 
Walton & O'Rourke 
Carmen Cavallaro O 
Clemente Ore 





Frolic Club 
Diosa Costello 
Billy Vine 
Carol Vance 
Duke McHale 
Nano Rodrigo Ore 
Lyle Carlyle Ore 

Kitty Davis 
Jack Shea 
Alan Carney 
Lenny Kent 
Nirma Cardova 
Poll Mar Dane 
Johnny Silver Ore 

Versailles Hotel 
Sara Ann McCabe 
Estelle & LeRoy 
Charles Murry Orc 

Royal Palm Clab 
Gertrude Nisen 
Willys 


Six 





Helene Gardner 


Abe Lyman Ore 

Manchito Ore 

Jack Cole Dance | 
Beachcomber | 

Dr Giovanni 


Luba Malina 

Carla & Fernando 
Dell Casino Ore 
Canay Orc 

Five O'Clock Club 
Ruth Clayton 

Ray English 

De Castros 

The Warners 


Winnie's 
Paul Mall 
Beth Challis 


Doris Elliot 
Peggy Price 
Jose Tomas Ore 
Casanova Club 
Emil Woreo 
Henny Youngman 
Talia 
Tana 
Barbara Belmore 
Jackie Beekman 
Juanita Rios 
Muriel Page 
Carrie Fennell 
Ralph Rotger Ore 
Mother Kelly 
Raymon, Martini, L 


| 3 Guesses 


Pat Clayton 
Myles Bell 
Marion Joyce 
Muriel Dane 
Jack Eby Ore 
Paddock Club 
Frank Murtha 
Ries Martines 
jrisha & Brona 
Andre & Delphine 
Rumpus Room 
Arthur Blake 
Consuelo 
Mayla 
Rex Owens 
Red Thornton 
Ringo & Harris 
Latin Quarter 
Hudson Sis 
J ide Ling 
Diamond Bros 
Martell & Mignon 
Monica Moore 
Hermanos 3 


Faith Bacon 
Senor Wences 
Mildred Law 


The Reynolds 
Les Midinettes 
Sonny Kendis Ore 
Cortez Ore 


Jose 


CHICAGO 


Ambassador Hotel 
(Pump Room) 
Petti 

Buttery 

tay Benson Ore 
Bismarck Hotel 
(Walnut Room) 

Art Kasse! Ore 

Marion Holmes 


Emile 





| Dick 
| Bob 


| Mary 


| Mike 





Sherry 


| Duke 


| Maurice Ruocco 


|} Louis Jordan 


| Willie 


| Callahan 
Gaston’s Monte Carle | 





Wilfred DuBois 
Lydia & Joresco 
Hadley Gis 


(Tavern Room) 
Dave Pritchard Ore 
Ware 
Marshall 


| Annette Shields 
Blackhawk 
Orrin Tucker Ore 


Jose Rosado Ore 
Blackstone Hotel 
(Balinese Km.) 

Ken Thompson Ore 

Brass Rail 
Riley Ore 

Marion Miller 
Brevoort Hotel 
(Crystal Koom) 

Tony & 

Verna 

Bob Billings 

Kiddie Roth Orc 

Browa Derby 

Three R 

Sonia Czar 

Darlane 

Hoffman Sis 

Harriet Brent 

Beth Farrell 


ans 


Jane Howard i 





Ted Smith 
Yellman Or: 


Capitol Lounge 


Joe de Salvo 
Orc 
Che7 Paree 
Morton Downey 
Siore 
Paul & Eva 
Sis 
Raeburn Or 
Bobby Ramos Or 
Evans Gis 
Club Alabam 
Bernie Adler 
Mary Earle 
Paulette LaPierre 
Alan Rogers 
Harriet Norris 
Ginger Wood 
Del Estes 
Marion Moore 
Allan Coe 
Dave Unell Ore 
Eddie Roth Ore 
Colony Club 
Peter Higgins 
Colette Lyons 
Carlos & Carito 
La Fiesta Dance 
Sidelios Ore 
Jose Morando Ore 
Colosimos 
Chrystine Tremayne 
Don Lang Ore 
Prognaph Gls 
Henry Lishon Orc 
Congress Hotel 
(Glass Hat Rm) 
Barry Winton Orc 
Red Duncan 
Jo Anne Hubbard 
Drake Hote! 


Reyes 


Loyd 


Edgewater Beach 
Hotel 
(Beach Wotk) 
Russ Morgan Ore 

Phyliss Lynne 
Jana 
reddy & 
Alyce Cerf 
Nighthawks 
Dorben Gls 


885 Club 
Dan Rogers 
Shavo Sherman 
Janice Dale 
Deana Berry 
Vie Artese 
Mary Ruth Milam 
Julio Garcia Ore 
Johnny Honnert 
Eitel’s 
Heidelberg Octet 
Rathskellar 
Muenzer Ens 
5100 Club 
Danny Thomas 
June Carson 
job O Lin Gis 
Mark ®isher Ore 
Garrick Stagebar 
Ascot Boys 
Jimmy Noone 3 
June Price 
Downbeat Rm 
Fats Waller 
Sinclair Mills 
Graemere Hotel 
(Glass House Km) 
( rusaders Ore 
Mary Sinclair 
Dorothy Timmins 
Grand Terrace 


Han 


Andy Kirk Ore 
Mary I. Williams 
Phey Terrell 
Floyd Smith 

Helsings 

(Vodvil Lounge) 

Richard Gordon 
Frank Payne 
Jack Herbert 
hiope Lawrence 
Jeanne & J Wms 
Chet Roble 

Hi Hat 
Everett West 
tenee Villon 
Paul Baron 


Jacqueline Mignac 
Marion Kingston 
Nita Tindall 
Eddy Fens Ore 
Hi Martinez Ore 
Winnie Hoveler Gi 
Ivanhoe 
Florence Schubert 
Al Trace Ore 
Holly Swanson 
Vierra Hawaiians 
Helen Sumner 


L’ Aiglon 
Splros Stamos Ore 


Gwendolyn Veauseli 
& Cumming 


Murray 
George Deveron 
Isobel de Marco 
La Conga 
J Manzanarez Orc 
Hernandez&Car' lita 
Alfredo & Dulce 
Lolita 
La Salle Hotel 
(Pan-Am. Reom) 
Rio & Rita 
Ambassadors Ore 
New Yorker 





(Camillia House) 
mon Ramos Or 


} 
J 


Jackie Green 
an Jordan 


Flowerton 


B Roberts 


Malo 3 

Marjorie Lane 
Hank Seemon 

Starlets 

Arne Barnett Oro 
Al Milton Orc 
(Piccadilly Circle) 
3 Knights 

Billy Meyers 

Jim Marvin 
Rocky Elsworth 


100 Club 
Dick Bauer Ore 
Billy Carr 


Walter & J Brown 
Sophia Parker 
Inez Gamble 
Fernando & Fair 
Margo Wade 
Andre Andre 
Margie Garrison 
Cal Herbert 
Carl Barnet* 
Patmer Hons 
(Empire Koom) 
Xavier Cugat Ore 
Cardint 
Di Gatanos 
Lina Romay 
Maiguelito 
Abbott Dancers 
Shermar Hoetel 
iCecitic Cate} 
Gene Kerwin Ore 
Jaros Sis 
(Panther Room) 
Jan Savitt Ore 


Ambassador Hotel 
Bert Estlow Orc 
Chelsea Hotel 
Billy Van 3 
Claridge Hotel 
(Mayfair Room) 
Marty Magee Orc 
Club Nomad 
Helene Francis 
Al Cummings 
H Montgomery 
Tiny Kaye 
Anna Pastora 
Manny PDavis Ore 


Miller 


Paddock Int'l 
Bob Bell 


Al 


Band Box 


Pete Snyder 
3illy Snyder 
George Tibbles Ore 
Al Stone 
Stelita 
Billy Lankin 

Bar of Music 


Ann Triola 
Felix de Cola 
Roger Roland 
Ken Stevens 
Dick Winslow Ore 
Biltmore Bowl 
Ruth Craven 
Larry Stewart 
Petch & Deauville 
Paul Winchell 
Phil Harris Ore 
Casa Manana 
Frankie Carle 
Fred Lowery 
Dona & Don 
Ollie O'Toole 
ted Ferrington 
Doddles Weaver 
Horace Heidt Ore 
Larry Cotten 
Mimi Cobanni 
Cocoanut Grove 
Noble Ore 
Karl Carroll 
The Debonairs 
W West & McGinty 
Dick & Dotty Remy 
Gali Gali 
Willis West, 
Alec Morison 
La Vonn Moyer 
Rue Willie 


Ray 


Jr 


Morine Howell 
Beryl Wallace 

Sc Clair & Day 
Mar Sallero 

Bill Brady 

Michel Ortiz Bad 
Manny Strand Ore 


Florentine Garden 


NTG 


Jack Gardiner 


Club Ball 
Los Caballeros 
tobert B 


Jose Gonzales 


Andrews Sis 


Baliloolies 


Alan Fielding Orc 
Val Irving 

Ben Franklin 
Aileen Read 
Conrad 
Mae Allen 
Carole Rhodes 
Henry King's Ore 
Benny the Bum's 
Billie Lee 
Peter Chan 
Billy Woods 


Eduardo Candove! 
Jack Gibson 
Cadillac Tavern 
Gordella 
Jack Gibson 
St Clair 
Stepin Fetchit 
Hddie Black 
Henrique & 
Bill Romano 
Henriquettes 
Harry Dobbs 
Carroll's 
Gaines Ore 
Wilbur Rance 
Margy Smith 
Dawn Lovely 
Grace Gordon 
Carney, Bernard 
Pat Bernard 
Irene Dale 
Charles Robinson 
Lunatrix (3) 
Carrolloviies (12) 
College Inn 
Lillian Russo 
Barbara Jones 
Dixte Fenton 
Ann Dee 
Marie Holz 
Margie Hight 
Lillian Fitzgerald 
Jerry Delmar Ore 


Adrik 





(Continued 


Cosmopolitan Hotel 





Juans 





Vivian 


Dolly Michell 
Murray McEachern 
Buddy Weed 

Mike Pingatore 
Chiquita 

Corinne & T Valdez 
Paul Whiteman Ore 
Frank Howard 

Fred Scott 

Sugar Geise 

Charlie Foy'’s Club 
Charley Foy 

Les Burnett 

Phil Silvers 


‘ 


| Bob Crosby 


McDonald 





Penny Davis 
Delta Rhythm Boys 
Nitza & Ravell 


| Rose 


| Mickey 





| De Lloyd 


Ruth Robin 
Jeanne Blanche 
Nilah Brooks Re 
Carl Marx » 


Rhumba Casino 
Pan-Am Dance 
Tito Guiza, 

Pon Tannen 
Phil Leyant Ore 
Pierce & Roland 
Don Orlando Ore 
Jack Rodreguez 9 
606 Club 
Al Zimmey 
Ginger Britton 
Ann Howard 
Jeri Vance 
Beverly Lane 
Joyce & Ginger 
Midge Fellows 
Janeen 
Marion Miller 
Maxine DeShon 
Elaine 
606 Gis 
Dolly Sterling 
Sol Lake Ore 
Tripoli 3 

Stevens Hotel 
(Continental Room) 
Avis Kent 


; Dei Courtney Ore 


Yar Rest 
Geo Scherban Ore 
Lorraine Westfal! 
Peter Milnikoff 


ATLANTIC CITY 


Paddockeers Ore 
Penn Atlantic Note} 
(Palm Reom) 
Elliott Russell Ore 
President Hotel 
Pedro Albani Ore 
Ritz Carlton Hotel 
(Merry Go Round 
Room) 

Eddy Morgan Orc 
Traymore Hotel 

Wm Madden Ore 

Gables Inn 

(Black Horse Pike) 

Conchita & Antenilo 

Walter Walters 

Marley 

Nan DeMar 

Pete Miller Ore 


LOS ANGELES 


Margaret Whiting 
Leonard Sues 

Dick Harris 

Red Stanley Ore 
Grace Hayes Lodge 
B Reilly 

Inecito 

Tex Jim Lewis 
Lone Star Cowboys 


Hollywood Tropics 
Maxine Lewis 


Rurton 2 
Dick Thomas 


Paul Neighbors Ore 
House of Murphy 
Bob Murphy 

Jean Meunier 

Beth Reynolds 
Frankie Gallagher 
Gordon Bishop 
Burton 2 


Little Troc 
Katherine Dunham 
Lena Horne 


Garland Wilson 
Art Crippen Ore 
Eddie Steele 
Macambe Cafe 
Phil Ohman’s Ore 
Palladium 
Tommy Dorsey 
Pirates Dep 
& Stanley 
Dvorak 
Yeaton 
Andy 
Cochran Ore 
Seven Seas 
Benny Kaha 
Puanani Mathews 
Princess Luana 
Chief Sautini 
Stanley Wheeler 


Ore 


Gilberg 
Reggie 
Betty 
Black 
Nick 


Malua 

Charlie OGpenul 
Eddie Bush Ore 

Slapsy Maxies 

Ben Blue 

Billy Gray 
| Paule Gale 
Benny Lessy 
Patti Moore 
Sam Lewis 
Jerry Bergen 
| Joe Plumer Ore 
} Swannee Inno 


Dandridge 

Shelton Brooks, Jr 

Eddie Beal 

Turner 
Trianon 

Ore 


PHILADELPHIA 


Embassy 

Al Richards 
Geo Clifford 
Mildred Fentonar 
Billy Hey 
William & 
Claire Willis 
Tanya Tamara 
Pat Sherlin Orc 
Evergreen Casino 
Vivian 
Mildred VPerlee 

(H Walton Roof) 
Barbara Blane 
Pearl Robbings 
Barbara Perry 
Glamour GIs 
Helen Heath 
(‘havez Or 
Neil Fontaine Ore 
Gallo 
Session 
House 
Kretchmer 


Regina 


\ > 
Vance 


Jam 


Billy 
George Lutz 
Hopkins’ Rathskellet 
Cy White 
Dave Gold 
Flash Lane 
Anita James 
Margie Drummond 
Chang Lee 
Black-Eve 
David Gold 
Lexingion Casino 
Richard Bach 
Linda Lief 
4 Octaves 
Frank P 


Ore 


Peas 
Orc 


row 
McKay 
Garvin Buscheli O 
Vie Earlson 

Lido Venice 
Carmen Torrente 
Alan Gale 
Ann Massey GIs 
Frank Vallee 
Eddie Blum Ore 
Little Rathskeller 





on page 


Eddy McKinley 
Harriet Cross 
Jane & Jerry 
Sally Keith 
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Stagehands’ Demands for Bigger 


Crews and Higher Pay Rile Mors. 








When N. Y. managers and stage- 
hands union sat down to talk over 
terms of a new coniract, the show- 
men were handed a set of demands 
that set them winging. Two hud- 
dies were held last week, with none 
of the points decided definiteiy. 
Managers say that the union has 
asked for more than it really ex- 
pects and probably will settle for 


less. 

The demand that riled the man- 
agers most was that calling for 
d ubling the crew for one-set shows, 
and at the same time raising the 
pay 15%. 

Up to now three department heads 
—carpenter, electrician and prop- 
erty—plus a flyman for the curtain, 
are required for a one-setter, each 
head getting $82.50. Union wants 
three more men on the payroll, but 
not ordinary hands who get $54 
weekly. Added men are to be as- 
sistants to the heads, calling for 
$62.50 each per week, says the union, 
while the managers declare there is 
very little for the present crew to 
do. 

Stagehands also want to scrap the 
rule that requires heads to report 
daily from one to five in the aft- 
ernoon, idea being that the men may 
be able to handle jobs in shops on 
off-matinee days. They want to 
check in at seven in the evening 
otherwise. Matter of double pay 
when photographs are being taken 
for magazine usage was not taken 
up. 
Also pending is the scenic union 
demand for a maintenance man at 
$90 per week to be permanently on 
the backstage payroll. That union 
adopted such a rule and, since the 
managers refused to accept it, has 
been thinking it over. 





Reducing Mopls.? 


Minneapolis, Feb. 3. 
Queer quirk in legit roadshow 
bookings has Katharine Cornell com- 
ing into the Lyceum for a one-night- 
er in ‘Rose Burke,’ followed by full- 
week engagements of ‘Life With 
Father’ and ‘Claudia.’ 


It'll be first time within memory 
that this city has been a one-night 
stand. 


NO DECISION IN SUIT ON 
‘STAGE DOOR’ PIRACY 


Suit against Edna Ferber, George 
S. Kaufman and the estate of Sam 
H. Harris, alleging piracy of ‘Stage 
Door,’ was tried before Judge 
Conger without jury in the federal 
court southern district, New York, 
last week, decision being reserved. 
Plaintiff was Madge Christie, who 
claims a script, called ‘Through the 
Looking Glass,’ written in 1931 by 
Renita Randolph, had been sub- 
mitted to the Harris office and that 
the idea is the same as in ‘Stage 
Door,’ a Ferber-Kaufman comedy 
presented in 1936 at the Music Box, 
a 

Miss Christie testified that she col- 
laborated in writing the ‘Looking 
Glass’ play, Miss Randolph trans- 
ferring her interest. Miss Ferber 
and Kaufman testified they never 
saw the Randolph-Christie script. 
There are similarities in that both 
are scened within a girls club for 
stage aspirants, but the stories are 
different. 

‘Stage Door,’ with Margaret Sulla- 
van topping, was a hit. She was 
forced to leave the show before the 














ROSE CLOSING ‘CLASH’; 


end of the run to have a baby. 
of the O’Brien, 


FEUDS WITH TALLULAH eee hs pie onda office, represents 





Closing notice has been posted at | 
the Belasco, N. Y., for ‘Clash By 
Night,’ in which Tallulah Bankhead 
is starred. Billy Rose ordered the 
folding Sunday (1) by telephone 
from Miami Beach. While the Clif- 
ford Odets drama, now in _ the 
seventh week, has not earned back 
the cost of production, it has had an 
operating profit since opening. Last 


the Harris estate and the authors. 





Costs Money to Take 
‘Lady’ to the Dumps 


‘Lady Comes Across,’ which cost 
two fortunes in two seasons, en- 
tailed further expenditure after it 








week the net was 
gross being slightly under $10,000. 





arounti $2,000, | closed a three-day date at the 44th 


Street some weeks ago. Heavy set- 


Around the show it is felt that the | tings were hauled to a Long Island 
only reason for the closing is venge- |dump and burned, no one caring to 


ance on the part of the producer. | 
Rose and the star have been feuding | 
ever since ‘Clash’ went into re- 
hearsal and after it opened he rarely | 
went to the theatre. There were 
flare-ups between them, however, 
and recently, when Miss Bankhead | 


was quoted in a daily saying that | mated around $200,000. The settings |there was moving expression of re- 


she hoped the play would close, it 
didn’t help the situation. However, 
she promptly disclaimed any inten- 
tion of making such a remark. 

That publicity appears to have 
helped business, but attendance 
slipped in the past two weeks. Origi- 
nal date for the Broadway premiere 
Was set back when Miss Bankhead 
became ill with incipient pneumonia 
after the first night in Philadelphia, 
which date was never completed. 
‘Clash’ was originally slated for 
presentation last spring, with the 
then Group Theatre being interested. | 
Rose thereafter took over the play 
on his own. 

Critical opinion was mild for an 
Odets drama. Rose’s opinion was 
that the play drew mixed notices: 
Bad and very bad.’ Tuesday (3) 
evening Miss Bankhead started a 
Series of radio dramas over WEAF, 
Sponsored by Philip Morris ciga- 
rettes, the broadcast being timed 


hot to interfere with the stage per- 
formance. 


Willie Schneider Hurt 


Willie Schneider, company man- 
ager of ‘Life With Father’ on tour, 
Was seriously injured in Oklahoma 
City Saturday (31), where the show 
Completed a two-day stand. Hotel 
elevator started before he had fully 
entered and both legs were fractured 
— the ceiling of the second 
t Harry Kline, back with the other 
rouping ‘Father,’ which was in Mil- | 
bee, temporarily handled Schnei- | 
€fs company, which started south. | 
Another manager will be sent to 
take Schneider's place this week. 














buy the scenery. 
two double truckloads at the other 
end was $10 each, while the haulage 
was $80. Drapes, costumes, props 
and some electrical equipment were 
placed in temporary storage. 

Total cost of production is esti- 
and some other materials were orig- 
inally used last season for ‘She Had 
to Say 
phia by Dennis King and closed 
there. It emerged as ‘Lady’ with 
Charles R. Rogers, George Hale and 
Nelson Seabra on the managerial 
end. Latter, a wealthy Brazilian 
known in socialite circles, is said to 
have put up most of the coin. 





Carol Horton, of the singing 
chorus in ‘Best Foot Forward,’ at 
the Barrymore, N. Y., had an ap- 
pendectomy last week. 


Cost of handling | 


Yes,’ presented in Philadel- | 


Taken to the Cleaners 





Legit p.a. Richard Maney had 
a pair of pants pressed last week 
—at a cost of $280.50. When he 
sent the duds to the tailor he 
forgot to remove $210 from the 
pockets, and it was not re- 
covered. He went to a party 
that night to forget about his 
loss, and spent another $70. 

Remaining 50c was the price 
of having the pants pressed. 


Petition for Equity 
Referendum on !sm 
Law Beats Deadline 











Spring Is Near 





Cape playhouse, Dennis, Mass., 
will open July 3 for its 16th con- 
secutive season. Arthur Sircom, 
stage director for the last five sea- 
sons, will again supervise casting 
and stage all productions. 

Richard Aldrich, producing di- 
rector of the strawhat, is on leave 





The expected petition to Equity’s 
council demanding a referendum on 
the proposed amendment to the con- 
stitution barring Reds, 


in the association has been formally 
filed, quite in advance of the 30-day 
deadline, Feb. 9. Understood that 
there were well over the necessary 
100 sienatures. so that if some sign- 


enough to make the petition official. 


Petition makes it mandatory on 
the council to order the referendum, 
which formality was completed at 
yesterday’s (Tuesday) session. It 
will require another 30 days for the 
membership to mail in their ballots 
and by then the irritating anti-ism 
issue should be definitely disposed of. 
Equityites would like to see the ref- 
erendum decided by a preponderant 
majority, but when the issue was 
placed before the whole membership 
as a questionnaire last fall the re- 
sponse was not large, a majority of 
members disregarding it entirely. 

Because of the processes called for 
in Equity’s rules, the main issue was 
not disposed of at that time, although 
a majority favored barring the ism 
people. Dissenters allege they are 
not Reds as originally charged, but 
are out in the open as opposed to 
placing the amendment in the con- 
stitution. 

Petition was inspired by the 10 
members of council who resigned 
last summer when three independent 
candidates for that body were elect- 
ed. Charge that radicals control the 
council has never been proven. 
Amendment was adopted at a lightly 
attended quarterly meeting last 
month, but the required two-thirds 


majority was not polled. A simple 
| majority will decide in the refer- 
|} endum. 





Hot Air’s Beefsteak 





four surviving charter members but 
108 more or iess active participants, 
principally advance men, company 
and legit house managers, held its 
annual beefsteak in the auditorium 
of the Lambs clubhouse Saturday 
night (31). 

Chair forgot to limit the speeches 
and some went away overtime, but 


! 


| 


|gret over the passing of the late 
| Eddie Cooke, who was a chief boost- 
er for the organization, formed in 
1899. 





Victor In ‘Public’ 


Eric Victor, dancer who recently 
returned to the U. S. after appearing 
for several years in various Euro- 


| 
' 
' 


Nees vd “LA” TOUR MAY WIND UP. 


Fascists from office or employment} 


DUE TO PIC’S COMPETISH 


ers are disqualified there will remain | 


The Hot Air Club, which has but | 


| unannounced 


of absence to serve as lieutenant in 
the Naval Reserve. 








Pittsburgh, Feb. 3. 
End of the ‘Louisiana Purchase’ 
jtour is expected shortly, due to the 
inability of Paramount to hold up 
general release of screen version 
any longer. Show plays two weeks 
in Pittsburgh beginning Monday (9) 
and then goes to Washington, where 


hit musical is tentatively slated to | 
fold. 


Baltimore and Boston are two key 
cities which ‘Purchase’ hasn’t yet 
visited, but in former city, if it 
decides to gamble on a date, it would 
have to play day and date with film. 
Ditto in Hub. 

Whether management will take 
that chance hasn’t been determined 
yet, but it’s felt in certain quarters 
that it would be a big risk, partic- 
ularly with stage version operating 
under such a heavy nut. Although 
|show’s made money on the road, 
|; profits have been very small due to 
the stiff overhead. 


Plans 3-for-$5 Shows 
For Mass. Subscribers 











Springfield, Mass., Feb. 3. 

A ‘three-for-one’ special series to 
keep Springfield on the show map 
was outlined this week to the direc- 
tors of the Playgoers of Springfield 
by managing director Daniel J. Ma- 
loney. 

Figuring that 18,000 people have 
already seen seven productions here 
| this season, Maloney said he expects 
| to offer three shows for one price, 
| $5. System would be somewhat like 
that used here by Junior League 





Ben Hecht Gives Critics a Poetic 
Lacing, But Pens Paean to ‘Lily Cast 





The N. Y. critics were given the 
bird for the second time within two 
weeks and again the squawk ema- 
nated from an author, rather than the 
managers, who used to have priority 
in such activities. Samson Raphael- 
son did it first by way of his play 
‘Jason’ (Hudson, N. Y.), but Ben 
Hecht trained both barrels at the 
‘boys’ after they thumbed-down his 
‘Lily of the Valley,’ which opened 
and closed last week at the Play- 
house. 


Observers thought the reviews on 
‘Lily’ were generally appreciative of 
Hecht’s ability as a writer, though 
not rating it worthwhile drama. He 
scorned the notices and came forth 
with a rhyme in which he said the 
reviews or the critics or both ‘stink.’ 
Then he sat down and bylined an 
article for the Sunday (1) Times, in 
which he riddled ’em with harsh 
wordage over their opinions of 
‘Lily,’ localled in the city morgue. 
Yarn was headed ‘Lament for the 
Living,’ sub-head being ‘In which Mr. 
Hecht offers a definition of the low 
animal, critic.’ 

Author said he had often written 
such sereeds, ‘but after a healing 
beaker or two of bourbon destroyed 
them . . but the sense of wrong 
done me and the theatre is stronger 
than any highfalutin’ desire to ap- 
pear above the battle . . . the shock- 
ingly illiterate and flapdoodle type of 
bad reporting, of cruel heigh-de-ho 
inattentiveness on the part of the 
press men smote my stomach.’ 

Conceding there were certain 
things in the play to which there is 
aversion, he went on: ‘But for the 
majority of our critics to sit through 


‘Lily’ . . . open mouthed and empty 
skulled . . . for these critics to miss 
its theme . . for these same pon- 


tiffs to stare two hours at my stage 
and hear rothing but some goofy 
play about a morgue, is a wantonness 
on the part of these same local press- 
men that calls for a great deal more 
fancy drubbing than they gave or 
ever could give any work of mine 

. presumptuousness that usually 
goes hand in hand with the moth- 
eaten punditism in which play re- 
viewers seem to sink. 

‘I saw them as a group of 
esthetically exhausted old men with 
literary nerve centers worn out from 
too much slapdash service in the 
theatre . . a fungus egoed coterie 
of fretful and wearied scribblers ... 
wearily groping gentlemen of the 
aisles perpetual amateurs of 
letters and blank cartridge shooting 
ogres . critical moles crawling 
through their endless first nights.’ 

Recently a play (‘Johnny on a 
Spot’) by Charles MacArthur, with 





sponsor of Community Concerts. | 
Maloney plans return engagemnet | 
for Ballet Theatre, performance by | 
Philadelphia Opera Co., and third | 
attraction. ‘Watch on} 
the Rhine’ is next on schedule here. | 





China Harris Better | 


China Harris, widow of Sam H. | 
Harris, is reported having recovered |} 
from an appendectomy performed a | 
couple of weeks ago at the Good | 


Samaritan hospital, Palm Beach, Fla. 





pean countries, is set for a spot in 
the forthcoming Irving Caesar musi- 
cal, ‘My Dear Public.’ 

He’s also doing the choreography 
for several chorus numbers. 





' fore he was taken ill last year. 


hospital about a week and is resid- 
ing in a house built at the winter re- 


Mrs. Harris has been out of the | 
| 
sort by the late showman shortly be- | 








ON AN OMNIBUS BUILT 


FOR WHO? 











Katharine Cornell on the back 
seat of a bus. 

Helen Hayes bouncing around in a 
jalopy. 

Lynn reading instructions from a 
book to Alfred on how to jack up 
that left front. 

Ethel looking for that place she 
heard about where you can buy a 
retread, and cheap, for $87.50. 

A fine thing. 

But it can happen. 

Why? Well, your Uncle Samuel 
needs those baggage and flat cars. 
Besides which, those railroads have 
got to get those soldiers where | 
they’ve got to go when they’ve got 
to go—and no foolin’, So when a 
troupe starts out to hit the road in 
future it will probably have to fig- 
ure on doing it on rubber and with 
a couple of if’s—if any road and if 
any rubber. 

While the 





threatened railroad 


| for the duration of the war. 


transportation trouble for road 
shows, particularly those playing 
southern territory, has cleared up 
for the present, Equity is already 
considering moderating its rules con- 
cerning Pullman accommodations 
and other travel musts in standard 
contracts. 

If it is necessary to make jumps 
in buses, should no trains be avail- 
able, Equity is not expected to pro- 
test. Rules now call for lower 
berths for overnight travel. Mod- 
eration of the requirements will go 
In the 
first World War, railroad travel con- | 
ditions for shows became progres- 
sively difficult due to car shortages 
and steadily mounting costs. 





Green’s Help 
When it was reported there were 
no baggage cars available for ‘Hell- 


| zapoppin’, which is playing southern | 


stands, Equity appealed to William 
Green, head of the American Fed 
eration xf Labor. Green responded 
promptly and urged the railroad ad- 
ministration, treasury department 
and other federal agencies to make 
provision so that the show could 
make the dates. Shubeyts, who man- 
age ‘Hellz,’ sent a representative to 
the Capital and Richmond, from 
which point the show hops off fur- 
ther south. 

Over the weekend it was an- 
nounced that cars wOuld be avail- 
able, also that transportation had 
been arranged through the southern 
stands and into St. Louis, cOvering 
considerable camp territory. Same 
arrangements are reported having 
been made for the San Carlo Opera 
Co., which opened in Washington 
Sunday (1) and plays a number of 





southern one-nighters thereafter 


| hit ‘The Front Page,’ 


| per currently, is 


whom he collaborated in writing the 
was yanked 
after three days. MacArthur is not 
reported saying anything about the 
notices, explained by Hecht’s: ‘It is 


| more stylish to suffer misfortune in 


silence than to give comfort to the 
enemy by a parade of one’s wounds.’ 
Hecht is said to have been par- 
ticularly offended at the notice in 
(Continued on page 50) 


MARGIE HART GOES 
LEGIT FROM BURLEY 


Margie Hart, highest-salaried strip- 
going legit, being 
burlesque name to be 
‘elevated’ in recent seasons. Gypsy 
Rose Lee was the starter, Ann Corio 
following suit, latter now touring in 








the third 


| ‘White Cargo.’ 

Miss Hart's ‘find’ of Izzy Herk’s at 
the Gaiety, N. Y., commands as high 
as $1,000 weekly when appearing 
outside New York. She is slated to 


top a revival of “Alias, the Deacon,’ 
due to open at the Flatbush, Brook- 
lyn, early in May, with the Wind- 
sor, Bronx, and New England stands 
to follow. Atlantic Coast circuit of- 
fering popular price attractions will 
sponsor. It is said to be headed 
by J. J. Leventhal. 

Milt Bronson, burley actor and 
stage manager, is being sought for a 
part in ‘Strip for Action,’ new How- 
ard Lindsay-Russel Crouse comedy 
which Oscar Serlin will produce. It 
would be Bronson’s debut in the legit 
field in any capacity. 

‘Strip for Action’ will deal with a 
burley troupe at an army camp and 
will have Joey Faye, burley comic 
who made his legit tiebut in ‘Sing 
Out the News,’ in the lead. Billy 
Koud, burlesque dance director, is 


also set for the cast. 


’ 
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‘Porgy’ $22,500, Newest B’way Click: 
‘Angel’ SRO $13,000, Banjo’ OK 316, 


‘ ’ ‘ 9 e week solo here, ran into some nifty 
rown as rammin coin last week and looks set for at 
, b] 9 least another month. 


Premieres have slowed down. Two 
new plays last week, one of which 


Slightly off last week, when some 
shows dipped; quoted at better than 


closed abruptly Saturday; other’s | $13,000; plenty for long stayer. 
chances not yet clearly indicated; | «yy Sister Eileen,’ Biltmore (58th 
same goes for drama revival, third | week) (CD-891: $3.30). Quite satis- 
addition to list. ‘Porgy and Bess’ is | factory at around $9,500 and got as 
the newest money show. imuch the previous week, when 
Estimates for Last Week under-quoted; indefinite. 
Keys: C. (Comedy), D (Drama), ‘Papa Is All,’ Guild (4th week) 


CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 


M (Musical), O (Operetta). 


‘Angel Street,’ Golden (8th week) | 
(D-789; $3.30). Certainly in the) 
money, which is good news to back- | 
ers; getting $13,000 and more, ca- | 
pacity. | 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Fulton | 
(55th week) (CD-938; $3.30). Varies 
up and down with the trends, but 
continues well up among. the 
straight show leaders; topped $14,000 | 
last week. 

‘Banjo Eyes.’’ Hollywood (6th 
week) (M-1,563; $440). One of | 
Broadway's musical big four, though | 
off somewhat last week: $31,500. 

‘Best Foot Forward, Barrymore | 
(i8th week) (M-1,10«° $4.40). Should 
run well into spring period or 
longer; holds to better than $20,600 
weekly, exceptional for show sans 
names. 

‘Blithe Spirit,’ Morosco (13th 
week) (CD-936; $3.30). One of the 
season’s good things that has been 
approximating capacity since open- 
ing; dipped to a bit under $17,000 
last week, but that was general. 

‘Brooklyn, U.S.A.’ Forrest (6th 
week) (D-1,195; $3.30). A problem 
show; gets somewhat over $5,000 
weekly, with most of the gross on 
Saturday and Sunday; maybe even 
break. 

‘Cafe Crown,’ Cort (lst week) 
(CD-1,064; $3.30). Very good Satur- | 
day and Sunday, too, but first full | 
week of ‘coffee house comedy’ mild | 
at $6,000; figures to improve this | 
week. 

‘Claudia,’ Booth (5lst week) (CD- | 
712: $3.30). Is passing the year’s | 
run mark and still making fairly | 
good profit, with last week’s gate | 
around $8,500. 

‘Clash By Night,’ Belasco (D-1,000; 
$3.30). Final and seventh week ac- 
cording to announcement; very good 
Sunday night, first performance on 
that day; made fairly good operating 
profit, though eased under $10,000. 

‘High Kickers,’ Broadhurst (13th 
week) (M-1,142; $440). Making 
some profit weekly, but long way 
from recapturing production invest- 
ment; around $17,000; capacity first 
Sunday matinee. 

‘It Happened on Ice,’ Center (re- 
sumed engagement) (62d week) 
(R-3,026; $1.65). Indications are for 
continuance into spring and longer; 
some specialists from Sonja Henie 





show added; around $22,000 last 
week and okay. 
‘Jason,’ Hudson (2d week) (CD- 


1,094; $3.30). Hardly good enough 
and must improve to stay; first full 
week estimated around $4,500. 

‘Junior Miss,’ Lyceum (llth week) 
(CD-1,004; $3.30). Among the few 
season’s comedy favorites which | 
holds to virtual capacity all per- | 
formances; nearly $17,000. 

‘Lady in the Dark,’ Alvin (re- 
sumed) (42d week) (M-1,387; $4.40). 
While somewhat under high levels 











of last season, is runner-up to new | ally in rear orchestra seats. 


musical leaders and excellent busi- 
ness at $25,000. 

‘Lily of the Valley,’ Windsor (D- 
873; $3.30). Taken off Saturday after 
playing eight performances; ‘Guest 


in the House’ comes in late this 
month. 

‘Let’s Face It,’ Imperial (14th 
week) (M-1,450; $4.40). Class musi- | 


cal continues to sell out right along, 
with standees most times, with the 
gross $34,000 and upward. 

‘Life with Father,’ Empire (116th 
week ) (CD-1,082; $3.30). Only 
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| week) (R-1,519; $4.40). 


| auditorium. 


(C-956; $3.30). Has not been doing 
as well here as on the road, but get- 
ting by with operating cost lowered; 
$8,000 estimated. 

‘Solitaire, Plymouth (1st week) 
(CD-1,075; $3.30). Drew divided | 
press, with most reviewers favor- | 
able; mild business after opening, | 
around $6,000 estimated in first | 
seven times. 

‘Spring Again,’ Playhouse (12th | 
week) (CD-865; $3.30). Said to be! 
earning fair weekly profit at moder- | 
ate grosses, with last week’s 
again over $8,000. 

‘Sons o’ Fun,’ Winter Garden (9th | 
Getting ca- 
pacity all performances and will 
probably play through summer; 
quoted around $40,000. 


‘The Flowers of Virtue,’ Royale 
(D-1,047; $3.30). Presented by Chery] 
Crawford; written by Marc Con- 
nelly; mild out of town; opens 
Thursday (5). 


‘Watch on the Rhine,’ Martin Beck 
(44th week) (D-1,120; $3.30). Going 
on tour after another two weeks; 
excellent engagement for anti-Nazi 
drama, which is still making some 
profit around $10,000, but should do 
much better out of town. 


REVIVALS 


‘Macbeth,’ National 
(D-1,162; $3.30). 


pace | 


(llth week) 
Another show get- 
ting ready for the road; staying 
longer than _ originally planned; 
rated over $13,000. 


‘The Rivals,’ Shubert (3d week) 
(C-1,402; $3.30). Sunday drama 
column praise for Bobby Clark 
should help; doing fair business, 
with takings estimated around 
$12,500 

‘Porgy and Bess,’ Majestic (2d 


week) (M-1,175; $2.75). Jammed the 
house late last week and only weak- 
ness was at midweek matinee; 
bettered $22,500, which is fine busi- 
ness for revival at the scale. 

‘Gilbert and Sullivan,’ ‘Joos Bal- 
let, St. James (2d week) (1,520: 
$2.20). Light early in week, but well 
supported on last half; estimated 
around $9,000, which may better 
even break. 

‘Hedda Gabler,’ Longacre (ist 
week) (D-1,016; $3.30). Opened late 
last week; notices fair, but doubtful 
chances indicated for Ibsen work. 





| Indianapolis 
| bus, O. (5-7); Cass, Detroit (9-14). 


‘EILEEN,’ ALL ALONE IN 
BOSTON, NICE $11,500 


Boston, Feb. 3. 
‘My Sister Eileen,’ playing a fifth 








Comedy estimated $11,500 last 
week. 

Show biz is currently in slump 
|here, but ‘Student Prince’ opened 


Monday (2) for a couple weeks. 





Current Road Shows 


(Feb. 4-14) 


(2d Co.)\—Ford’s, 





‘Angel Street’ 
Baltimore (9-14). 
‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ (2d Co.)— 
Orpheum, Springfield, Ul. (4); Vir- 
ginia, Champaign, II. (5); Lincoln, 
Decatur, Ill. (6); Shrine Mosque, Pe- 
oria, Ill. (7); American, St. Louis 
(9-14). 
‘Blithe (2d Co.)—English, 


Hartman, Colum- 


Spirit’ 
(4); 


‘Blossom Time’ — Biltmore, Los 
Angeles (4-7); Arlington, Santa Bar- 
bara (9); Aud., Long Beach, Cal, 
(10); Civic Aud., Pasadena, Cal. (11); 
Civic Aud., Fresno, Cal. (12); Munic., 
Aud., Sacramento, Cal. (13-14). 

‘Candie in the Wind’ — Strand, 
Ithaca, N. Y. (4); Erlanger, Buffalo, 
N. Y. (5-7); Hartman, Columbus, O. 
(9-11); English, Indianapolis (12-14). 

‘Claudia’ (2d Co.)—Selwyn, Chi- 
cago (4-14). 

‘Claudia’ (3d Co.) — Music Hall, 
Kansas City, Mo. (5-7). 

‘Corn Is Green’ — Harris, Chicago 
(4-14). 

‘Guest in the House’ — 
Philadelphia (9-14), 


Walnut, 


‘Can't Get’ $2500, Doesn't Get Much 
In Chi, Folds; Hattie Nifty $24,000 





Shows in Rehearsal 


‘My Dear Public’—Irving Cae- 
sar. 

‘Guest in the House’—Stephen 
and Paul Ames. 

‘Under His Roof’ 
Lewis, Rita Hassan. 

‘Plan M’—Aldrich and Myers. 

‘They Shoulda Stood in Bed’— 
Grisman and Steinberg. 

‘Angel Street’ (road) — Shep- 
herd Traube. 


‘CANDLE,’ $19,000, NOT 
TOO BRIGHT IN PITT 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 3. 

Estimated $19,000 at the Nixon for 
‘Candle in the Wind’ last week was 
satisfactory, but not up to grosses 
Helen Hayes usually turns in locally. 
Figure, too, includes the nearly 
$11,000 from subscription sales, show 
having been presented here as 
fourth American Theatre Society- 
Theatre Guild attraction of the sea- 
son. That left the window take 
pretty unimpressive. 


‘Candle’ got a generally lukewarm 
press, reviews following for the most 
part the general line of the N. Y. 
notices, although not quite so sharply 
unfavorable. Show played to a $3.30 
top, first straight play to get that 
much here since opening show of 
season, Katharine Cornell’s ‘Doctor's 
Dilemma.’ 

Nixon is currently shuttered, only 





— Russell 














‘Heart of a City’—Shubert, New 
Haven (5-7). 
‘Hellzapoppin’ (N. Y. Co.)—For- 


rest, Philadelphia (4-14). 
‘Hellzapoppin’ (2d Co.)—National, | 
Greensboro, N. C. (4); Academy of | 
Music, Roanoke, Va. (5); State, 
Winston-Salem, N. C. (6); Aud., 
Asheville, N. C. (7); Carolina, Spar- 
tanburg, S. C. (9); Carolina, Char- 
lotte, N. C. (10); Munic. Aud., Sa- 
vannah, Ga. (11); Aud., Columbia, 
S. C. (12); Erlanger, Atlanta (13-14). 


‘Junior Miss’ (USO)—Ft. Jackson, 
S. C. (4-6); Charleston Navy Yard, 
S. C. (7); Parris Island Marine Base, 
S. C. (9); Camp Stewart, Ga. (10-11); 
Naval Air Station, Jacksonville, Fla. 
(12); Camp Wheeler, Ga. (13-14). 

‘Life with Father’ (2d Co.)—Pabst, 
Milwaukee (4-7); Wisconsin Univer- 
sity, Madison, Wis. (9-10); Chateau, 
Rochester, Minn. (11-12); Munic. 





‘HELLZ,’ ALL BY ITSELF 
IN PHILLY, OK $29,000 


Philadelphia, Feb. 3. 
‘Hellzapoppin’ had the legit field 
here all to itself last week. In 
sixth week at the Forrest, trade held 
up strongly although some matinee 
weaknesses were noticeable, especi- 


| 
| 


} Got es- 
| timated $29,000 and revue is set 
| through this month. 
| City’s other two legiters relight 

next Monday (9). Walnut gets | 


| crest in the House,’ a tryout, and 
the Locust gets the perennial ‘To- 
| bacco Road.’ Both engagements are 
| Skedded for two weeks here. 


‘Arsenic’ Big $12,500 
Despite K.C. Competish 


Kansas City, Feb. 3. 
| ‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ playing a 
three-day stand, Jan. 30-Feb. 1, rang 
up splendid estimated $12,000 at $2.75 
top in the Music Hall of municipal 
Play was originally set 
for Friday and Saturday dates but 


was extended to a Sunday matinee. | Del 
Gross was standout in view of heavy 14). 
President’s | : 
Birthday Party in the main arena | 
cuditorium Saturday night | attle 
(31), with performers from every | (11): Aud., St. Paul (12); Davidson, 


competition from the 


of the 


show and club in town, including the 
Four Ink Spots, on the program. 





‘Theatre’ 5'4G in Indpls. 


Indianapolis, Feb. 3. 

Advance sale for ‘Blithe Spirit’ at 
the English for three nights and mat- 
inee starting Monday (2) indicates 
good biz for the stay, helped by 
presence in cast of Annabella. 

‘Theatre,’ offering first local ap- 
pearance of Cornelia Otis Skinner, 
got estimated fair $5,500 for three! 
nights and Saturday matinee last} 
week at 1,500-seat English at $2.50} 
top. ‘ 


| 
} 





mount, 
Wichita, 





Aud,. St. Paul (13-14). 

‘Life With Father’ (3d Co.)—Con- 
vention Hall, Tulsa, Okla. (4); Para- 
Joplin, Mo. (5): Arcadia, 
Kans. (6-7); College Aud., 
Emporia, Kans. (9); Grand, Topeka, 





Kans. (10); Music Hall, Kansas City, 
Mo. (11-15). | 


‘Louisiana Purchase’ — Cass, De- | 
troit (4-7); Nixon, Pittsburgh (9-14). | 
‘My Sister Eileen’ (2d Co.)—!| 


Geary, San Francisco (4-14). 
‘My Sister Eileen’ — (3d Co.)—| 
Wilbur, Boston (4-14). | 


‘Native Son’ — Royal Alexandra, | 
| Toronto (4-7); Masonic Aud., Roches- | 
| ter, N. Y. (9); Empire, Syracuse, 
N. Y. (10-11); Erlanger, Buffalo, N. Y. 
(12-14). 

‘Out of the Frying Pan’ (USO)— 
March Field, Cal. (4); Camp Cooke, | 
Santa Maria, Cal. (6); Camp San 
Luis Obispo, Cal. (7-9): Camp Rob- 
| erts, Cal. (10-12); Fort Ord, Cal. (13- 
| 14), 





‘Pal Joey’—Grand Opera House, 
Chicago (4-14). 
| ‘Panama Hattie’—Erlanger, Chi-'! 
| cago (4-14). | 


| ‘Plan M’—Playhouse, Wilmington, | 
(7); National, Washington (9- | 
Burke’—Metropolitan, Se- | 
(4-7); Lyceum, Minneapolis | 


‘Rose 


Milwaukee (13-14). 

‘San Carlo Opera’ — 
Washington (4-7). 

‘Student Prince’ — Shubert, Bos- 
ton (4-14). 

‘Theatre’ — American, St. Louis, 
(4-7); Cox, Cincinnati (9-14). 

‘Tobacco Road’ — Ford's, Balti- 
more (4-7); Locust, Philadelphia 
(9-14), 

‘Under This Roof’ — Playhouse, 
Wilmington, Del. (13-14). 

‘White Cargo’ — Lafayette, De- 
troit (4-14). 


National, 





i (31) 


second dark week = since’ mid- 
September, reopening Monday (9) 
with ‘Louisiana Purchase’ for two 
weeks. 





‘Purchase’ Fine $28,000 | 
In First Detroit Week 


Detroit, Feb. 3. 
Set for two weeks, ‘Louisiana Pur- 
chase’ piled up nice figures in its 
first week at the Cass here to come 
out with estimated $28,000. Prices 
were scaled to $3.80, with the second 

week continuing to build strongly. 
Shubert-Lafayette was back in the 
running last week with the second 
dip into town of ‘Native Son,’ which 
held up to estimated $9,000 at $1.65 
top. House is continuing this week 

with Ann Corio in ‘White Cargo.’ 


‘Spirit’ 116 In St. L. 





St. Louis, Feb. 3. 
Noel Coward’s ‘Blithe Spirit,’ with 
Annabella, Dennis King, Esther 


Winwood and Carol Goodner in the 
top roles, wound up one-week stand 
at the American theatre Saturday 
with fair b.o. record. Eight 
performances, with the house scaled 
to $2.80, grossed estimated $11,000. 
‘Spirit’ grabbed raves from the crix. 

‘Theatre,’ starring Cornelia Otis 
Skinner, opened one-week stand at 
the American last night (Monday) 
with the house scaled to $2.80. 





Reducing to Act 


Alan Reed, who recently closed in 
“Hope for a Harvest,’ with Fredric 
March and Florence Eldridge, is ten- 
tatively set for the part of Hercules 
in the forthcoming Richard Rodgers 
and Lorenz Hart musical version of 
‘The Warrior’s Husband.’ He’s cur- 
rently on a strict diet to reduce his 
waistline for the role. Dwight Deere 
Wiman will produce the show with 
Rodgers. Ray Bolger, Kitty Car- 
lisle and Carol Bruce are set for 
leads. 

One of the more active character 
men in radio, Reed is currently a 
regular on the Fred Allen program, 
‘Duffy’s Tavern,’ ‘Abie’s Irish Rose,’ 
‘Meet Mr. Meek’ and ‘The Shadow.’ 


Cornell 106 in Port. 


Portland, Ore., Feb. 3. 

Katharine Cornell, always a 
favorite in this western spot, played 
a three-show engagement of ‘Rose 
Burke’ at the Mayfair last night 
(Monday) and tonight to well 
packed house. 

Grossed approximately $10,000 in 








1,500-seater. at $3 top. 





¥ 


Chicago, Feb, 3, 

‘They Can't Get You Down’ came 
into the Studebaker from the Coast 
on its way to New York, but it wil] 
never get there. The producers called 
off the attempt after a gander at the 
local reviews and the local biz. Show 
folded here Saturday (31). 

_ But the rest of the town was bril- 
liant, with the shine reflecting some. 
what the presence of the Cannersg' 
Convention. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Claudia,’ Selwyn (20th week) (1. 
000; $2.75). Perked up excellently 
on the closing notice. Two more 
weeks. Got excellent $11,000. 

‘Pal Joey,’ Grand (3d week) (1,300; 
$3.30). Jumped in _ third session, 
coming up with $20,000. 

‘Panama _ Hattie,’ Erlanger (2d 
week) (1,400; $3.30). Was capacity 
throughout the week and is power- 
house at the boxoffice at $24,000- 

‘The Corn Is Green,’ Harris (2d 
week) (1,000; $2.75). While not ca- 
pacity, it still got great business at 
$15,000 last week and looks for stay, 

‘They Can't Get You Down,’ Stude- 
baker (lst and final week) (1,400; 
$2.20). Rapped and business sad at 
under $2,500. Folded Saturday (31) 
and shipped back to the Coast. 


Hecht and Critics 


ontinued from page 49 

















PM, which paper ran a series of his 
articles, and he told the editor so 
in plain terms. 

Raphaelsorw ranned Himsetf 


Raphaelson wrote a special yarn 
for the World-Telegram last week, 
but expressed no rancor towards the 
critics, several of whom took ‘Jason’ 
as a personal affront and panned the 
play. Raphaelson said the notices 
were allright as far as he is con- 
cerned. He also stated that the 
author in ‘Jason’ is supposed to be 
himself, whereas the critics and most 
other observors thought it was sup- 
posed to be the one and only Wil- 
liam Saroyan. 

To the critics Hecht wrote: 

IN REBUTTAL 


Good critics who reject my fair- 
est song 
And spatter my fine shirt with 
printers’ ink 
I’'d bellow bitterly you do me 
wrong 
Were I not suffocated by your 
stink. 
Imperfect am I, full of faults, I 
know; 
And when I sing, a shade off 
key at times— 
As who is not who rashly tries 
to blow 
A paean from his lungs; but all 
my crimes 
Are amiable when matched be- 
side your own— 
You theatre moles with inat- 
tentive ears, 
A cough and now and then a 
kidney stone, 
Abristle with your dull 
fearsome spears— 
Who come to drama not to drink 
or sup 
But more to shine your little 

egos up. 

And to the cast: 

Shine on, my little actor pearls, 
despite 

The critic swine have sniffed and 
walked away. 

My heart is your small hall of 
fame and bright 

There glows the luster that yeu 
gave my play. 

Good, boisterous Sig and Myron, 
stormy lad, 

Clement and Pevney, 
Willie Lee 

Dear Johnny Filliber, I wish I 





but 


brilliant 


had 

More crowns to offer than this 
minstrelsy. 

Sweet Minnie and bright little 
Katy Bard, 

O'Malley, Taber, Hoffman, 
Skippy—all 

Who made the Lily live—I know 
how hard 

It is to fight so well and yet to 
fall. 


Here’s my press notice for your 
’ books—the part 
You played will run forever in 
my heart. 


‘Cargo’ OK 4G in Buff. 


Buffalo, Feb. 3. 
‘White Cargo’ at $2.20 top in the 
Erlanger three days last week, ap- 
proximated $4,000. 
Compared favorably 
grosses, 





with recent 
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New York, Feb. 3, 1942 


Editor of ‘Variety: 


I made my entrance into show business 
with a page ad in ‘Variety and make my 


exit the same way. 


Am very thankful for the many fine offers 
received this season but due to ill health am 


announcing my retirement. 


I take my leave with deepest gratitude 
to the public, my fellow actors, managers, 
producers, representatives, critics, press agents, 
authors, sponsors, musicians, stage hands and 
everyone connected with the profession. With 
every good wish for their continued success 


and for the theatre that I love so well, 


Sincerely, 


hed 
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Inside Stuff—Legit 


In a Pittsburgh interview last week, Helen Hayes, star of ‘Candle In 
the Wind,’ kiddingly told reporters that ‘it’s practically obscene for a | 
well-known author to have a success this season,’ and added that a great 
common bond has sprung up lately among such fellows as her husband, 
Charlie MacArthur, Clifford Odets, Ben Hecht and Maxwell Anderson as 
result of pannings their new plays have received. Actress spoke to 
MacArthur day after Hecht’s ‘Lily of the Valley’ opened and said he was 
more broken up by critical thumbs-down for that play than he was about | 
flop of his own ‘Johnny On the Spot.’ Miss Hayes also said that she took 
‘Candle In the Wind’ because at the time it was submitted to her she | 
was touring the midwest and was so shocked by isolationist talk she heard, 
she felt she wanted a play that had ‘something of importance to say in 
these troubled times.’ 








During the first nine months of ‘The Green Pastures,’ which opened at 
the Mansfield, N. Y., in March, 1930, the ticket top was $4.40, which 
accounted for the play getting as high as $25,000 weekly in a moderately- 
sized theatre. Price was lowered thereafter. Statement that ‘Porgy and 
Bess’ at the Alvin in 1935 was the first colored cast musical at $4.40 was 
questioned, but that still goes, as ‘Pastures’ was a comedy-drama. 

Revived ‘Porgy’ at the Majestic at $2.75 top commanded steady boxoffice 
lines throughout last week, while piles of mail orders included many 
remittances from out of town. Theatre Guild subscribers have the privi- 
lege of buying tickets at a reduced rate, but all such orders are required 
to go through the mail. 





Comments on the scores written by the late*George Gershwin, inspired 
by the revival of ‘Porgy,’ mention ‘La La Lucille’ as his first musical 
comedy. There appears to have been another skow with music by nim 
prior to ‘Lucille,’ but it never came to Broadway. It was called ‘Half 
Past Eight’ and was tried out in Syracuse, where it stopped. 

Joe Cook was the star, producer being Edward B. Perkins from the 
Coast. During rehearsals the chorus suddenly disappeared and it was 
then indicated the bankroll was not enough to buy costumes. Cook never 
did sing numbers assigned to him, because there were no chorines to 
back him up. 








Music Box, N. Y., dark since the closing of ‘The Land Is Bright,’ has 
never been idle so long in the middle of the season since the theatre was 
built. It is conceded to be one of the most desirable houses on Broadway. 
Pointed out that since ‘Land’ stopped, most of the new show entrants | 
failed to click, so the Music Box is figured to have escaped getting one of | 
the short-stayers. 

Katharine Cornell, in ‘Rose Burke,’ is a possibility as the theatre’s next 
tenant. That play was due in town this month, but more road dates have 
been added and the debut on Broadway will be late March or early April. 





When the law stepped in last week and closed the tobacco shop next to 
Loew’s State office building entrance, N. Y., because of creditors’ plasters, 
the ‘original’ Tyson glass enclosed ticket booth inside was forced to switch 
quarters, but fast. Ticket place which was operated by Bob Frey and 
Benny Kayden formerly of Leblang’s, moved to 5lst street and Broadway. 





Wayne Williams, pilot of the TWA transport in the wreck of which 
Carole Lombard and 20 others were killed recently, was the adopted son 
of Harry Williams, house electrician of the Fulton theatre, N. Y., where 
the origina] ‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ troupe is current. 


2 Plays on Broadway 


SOLITAIRE j in the acting, the directing or the 











; son, 


don, but when last seen over here 
she was in a play of her_native 
tongue. There may be a difference 
of opinion as to Miss Paxinou’s 
histrionic ability, but at the first 
night there was little doubt that the 


visitor's lack of familiarity with 
English interfered with her per- 
formance. 


The newest Hedda is just as ob- 
noxious a woman as the author in- 
tended, which is probably the best 
test of Miss Paxinou’s ability, but it 
never was an attractive character in 
its distinctly neurotic, tiresome per- 
Present version is the transla- 
tion by two socialites, with little 
change in the original lines noticed. 
There are revisions to make the 


drama more appealing, were that 
possible. 
‘Hedda’ has been enacted by a 


number of name actresses on this 
side, Nazimova having been seen in 
the part about five years ago. It did 
fairly well and encouraged Luther 
Greene to present that star in 
‘Ghosts.’ 

Story is of a woman who has had 
many love affairs, then lured a 
pedantic professor into matrimony 
only to discover she has trapped 
herself into boredom. It’s likely to 
have a negative reaction upon the 
average playgoer, for the perform- 
ance does not run to tense dramatics 
nor keen emotionalism. 

Miss Paxinou does dominate and 
she is on stage almost throughout. 
Ralph Forbes, as her unknowing 
husband, gives a good reading of the 
part. Henry Daniell plays the un- 
fortunate author, who was a lover 
and whom Hedda aims to destroy. 
Cecil Humphreys has the part of 
Judge Brack, cheated of his desire 
towards Hedda by her suicide. His 
playing is rather measured. Karen 
Morley does mueh better as Mrs. 
Elvsted, only attractive personality 
of the play. Ibee. 











| Joe Cook 


Continued from page le 


patcong, N. J. When he sold the 
Jersey place last year the star ex- 
plained he no longer needed it, since 
his children had grown up. 














First N. ¥. Appearance 


His first appearance in New York 
was in 1907 at Proctor’s 125th Street, 
vaudeville theatre, in a brother jug- 
gling act. The page ad which he 
mentions in his announcement was 
the front cover of ‘Variety’ about 18 
months after the paper was founded. 
It principally consisted of a photo 
showing him in knee pants. That 
ad was reprinted in ‘Variety's’ 25th 
anniversary issue, Dec. 30, 1930. 

As he matured Cook became a 
standard single in vaudeville, spotted 
number four or next-to-closing in the 
nation’s top two-a-day _ theatres. 

Cook brought laughter and is es- 
tablished in the annals of the stage as 
a star comedian. But he did not stop 
there. He hosted countless gather- 
ings at his Jersey estate, where the 
table was prodigal and his humor 
boundless. Cook had the neat trick 
of inviting guests in segregated 
groups, such as reporters, critics, au- 
thors, etc., the idea being that those 





production itself accounts for the 

Play in two acts, eight scenes, by John| fog which envelops Van Druten’s 
Van Druten, based on novel by Edwin] play. Part of the child is played 
Corle,, Produced by, Dwight Deere wiman:|flawiessly by Pat Hitchcock, nine- 
Mielziner. At the Plymouth, N. ¥., Jan. | year-old daughter of Alfred Hitch- 
27, °42. $3.30 top | cock, film director. Apart from the 
Celia........c.cceeeeseesees-Anna Franklin} length of the role, which she takes 
Virginia Stewart...........-: Pat Hitehe ek | right in stride, she wins the affec- 
Cisire Haste; ER ers et Joan pee emia , tions of the audience with each suc- 
Se. Gtewart wT TrETTrTT Tit ee Smith cessive scene. 

Ben .. Victor Kilian], As the old man of the ditch, Victor 
— Ee Which nial eat nen tase dc Acidic Har Be — Kilian turns sordidness and sloth into 
Pee ke How.sd Smith | a Kind of decency by the tenderness 
Dean Be Na ee Frederic Tozere| Of his affection for the little girl. 
Ws CIGGE a iccniascersasna Blair Davies | He’s a slightly whacky character in 
Second Officer...sesseee: .Charles George |g harmless sort of way. 

Third Offices... ..00086e0% .Robert Gibbert | , or . 

MME Ss. 8 e008 Cale s John D. Seymour| Two settings by Jo Mielziner are 


extraordinary. The hobocamp at the 
- ; : bottom of a gulley is fine stage real- 
This is a sometimes beautiful, but | ism, enhanced by excellent lighting. 
consistently bewildering, exposition | The patio of the home overhead is 
of the theme that the world in which | neatly designed. Action of the play 
we live is created within individual | aiternates between these two hack. 
consciousness, and a change of view- grounds 94 which are whirled into 
point brings about changed circum-| position with remarkable speed 

stances. It’s taking a long chance : : ; By Seed ce 

to epitomize in a sentence what John| Others in the cast are distinctly 
Van Druten seemed unable to ex-| Secondary to Miss Hitchcock and 
pound in two acts and eight scenes. |-Kilian. Sally Bates and Ben Smith 
Nevertheless, that appears to be the | 2re the parents; Howard Smfth, 
idea. In the Broadway competition, | Harry Gresham, Tony Albert and 
‘Solitaire’ will have a hard road | Frederic Tozere are the other arroyo 
ahead. | residents. Joan McSweeney, of Miss 


The passages which best held the | SERENEOCE S BGt, 1:08 SO-pomeenee 
audience are exchanges between a 
nine-year-old poor, little rich girl, 
possessing a weird imagination, and 
an elderly tramp, who lives the life 
of reilly in an improvised shack on 
the ground floor of a Pasadena ar- 
royo, far removed from the tempta- 








| has been back of footlights in some 
|time. It’s a pity that she only has a 
bit. Flin. 


HEDDA GABLER 


tion of a steady job. The child is in 
wee - . (REVIVAL 
quest of wisdom. The old man ex- 
pounds philosophically of the inner} , Drama In. saat a ia eg = oe 
’ * songacre, WN. ee an. s, , rv sutner 
self. Between them, they make out Greene; written by Henrik Ibsen; Katina 
a pretty good case tor the proposition | Paxinou starred; translated by Ethel 
that things aren’t as bad as they | Borden and Mary Cass Canfield; staged by 
seem, particularly when the little Greene; setting by Paul Morrison; $3.30 top. 






; “ Mis liana Tesman... Mz ar ly r 
irl brings canned goods to the os ageageings cee pps pa 
shi . FOPTR cc cccccesecseseeeese d more 
ramp which she pinches from her George Tesman..cccccecsss::: Ralph Forbes 
mother’s pantry. ; Hedda Tesman... ...Katina Paxinou 
As for making some effective use | Mrs. Elvsted..... eee - Karen Morley 
of these theories in a dramatic plot, | Jdee Brack..... a Seren 
: . BLIGE LiOVOOE. . covesetecenss Henry Daniell 

Van Druten fails completely. A bit 





of excitement occurs late in the play 
when the child’s life is endangered 
by advances of some extremely.tough 
c 


There are five revivals on Broad- 
way’s list, ‘Hedda Gabler’ being the 


|a youngster with a cute manner as | 


aracters, an ex-convict, a thief and 
a moron, unsavory neighbors of the 
old man. At this point all the po- 
etry flies out of the stage door, leav- 
ing only unpleasant implications of 
‘what can happen a little girl when, 
in disobedience of her parents’ 
wishes, she strays from the safety 
of a California patlo. The police 
enter in time to snatch her from 
harm. 

It cannot be said that, any laxness 


latest addition, and the indication is 
that it rates a distinct fifth in the 
group. It is regarded as a sort of 
classic, but in boxoffice terms hardly 
— more than a limited engage- 
ment. 


Whatever interest there may be in 
the drama is the first appearance 





over here of the Gree actress 
Katina Paxinou, in an_ English- 
speaking part. She appeared in 


‘Ghosts,’ another Ibsen play, in Lon- 


| out that way. 
{men, the only 


As for ‘newspaper- 
requirement was: 


your own.’ 
‘Hitchy Koo’ Click 

In his mid-twenties Cook entered 
musical comedy, his first showing be- 
ing a click in ‘Hitchy-Koo’ (Raymond 
Hitchcock) at the Liberty, N. Y., in 
1919. Soon afterwards he was in 
‘Vanities,’ but in 1929 and 1931 he 
starred in the musical standouts, 
‘Fine and Dandy’ and ‘Rain or Shine.’ 
followed by ‘Hold Your Horses’ lat- 
ter at the Winter Garden. Succeed- 
ing seasons found him in pictures 
| and radio, while last season he ap- 


| 


|} peared in ‘It Happens on Ice,’ 





cur- 
|rent at the Center, N. Y., from 
which he withdrew after several 


months. 
Cook was ill when he joined ‘Ice.’ 
He could skate and planned a rou- 
tine of his own, but was unable to 
go through with it. After leaving the 
ice revue he appeared last spring 
in ‘Cook Book,’ a biographical show 
of his professional life presented by 
the Catholic University in Washing- 
ton, D. C. It’s now revealed that it 
was a tremendous effort for him to 
go on the stage at that-time. 

No one knew Cook was sick, in- 
cluding Arthur M. Wirtz, who co- 
produced ‘Ice’ with Sonja Henie. 
That showman recently voiced the 
opinion of many others when he 
said; ‘Joe is the salt of the earth.’ 





Eddy in Toledo Concert 
Toledo, O., Feb. 3. 

Nelson Eddy will concert in the 
Paramount theatre here Feb. 23 in a 
benefit for the Toledo Symphony 
Orchestra’s operating fund. 

The next concert to be given by the 
Toledo Symphony will be March 23, 





with Helen Traubel as guest soloist. 
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Literati 





Mags See Trouble Ahead 


Magazines, particularly the week- 
lies, are approaching serious times 
under the new war economy, and a 
number of casualties may be ex- 
pected in coming months, according 
to well-informed publishing circles. 
One of the major weeklies, long un- 
able to attract sufficient advertising 
to float its large circulation, is re- 
ported being considered for a casket 
by its owners. 

Loss of advertising from firms 
which have been converted to war 
production is the main big facter 
in the coming crisis. Second is 
upped costs of personnel and paper. 
Although not serious yet, paper 
shortage is also said to be ahead for 
the slicks. There’s no difficulty 
about pulp, but certain chemicals 
needed to provide good grade paper 
are on the priority list and becom- 
ing scarcer. 

Weeklies are being hit hardest by 
the advertising decline. They de- 
pended principally on copy from 
automobile, tire, refrigerator and 
similar manufacturers, which have 
been the first to feel the effects of 
war priorities. 

Suffering least are the women’s 
mags, which have derived most of 
their income from ads for foodstuffs, 
clothing, household materials and 
cosmetics. 





Sees Paper Shrinkage 


Shrinkage in size and number of 
American newspapers before the end 
of the year appears likely, due to a 
shortage of paper, Norbert A. Mc- 
Kenna, chief of the Paper Pulp Di- 
vision of the War Production Board 
said last week. Rationing of news- 
print is inevitable, he declared. 

McKenna said there isn’t any 
shortage of newsprint currently, but 
that paper production is using too 
much critical material, too much 
transportation and too much labor, 
in view of the war program. In 
addition, he asserted, production at 
the present rate is using up copper 
and bronze parts in the mills’ equip- 
ment faster than priorities allow 
these parts to be replaced. 

How soon the‘rationing will come 
depends on how soon Canada de- 
cides to appropriate for aluminum 
production the power now being 
used by the paper mills. No plans 
for rationing have been made, Mc- 
Kenna said, but he opined that ton- 
nage will be allotted without re- 
strictions as to its use, that is, how 
much is to be used for news, how 
much for advertising, how many 
editions are to be allowed, etc. 





Sleuthin’ Editor 
Charles W. Leith, veteran Pitts- 
burgh newspaperman, was last week 
named chief of detectives in Alle- 


in the same field would be more at|gsheny County by newly-appointed 
| ease with one another, and it worked | District Attorney Russell H. Adams. | 


Leith, presently assistant city editor 


of morning Post-Gazette, will take | 
‘Come sober, after that you are on | over his new duties on March 1, and ! 


post is generally regarded as one of 
the plums of the year. 

He started in newspaper work in 
Pittsburgh 26 years ago as a police 
reporter and has held current P-G 
berth since 1936 except for one year, 
1940, when he left to take a job in 
the district attorney’s office He 
quit there several months ago to 


| return to his Post-Gazette desk. 





Philly Ledger’s AP Franchise Sold 


The U. S. District Court last week 
approved the sale of the Associated 
Press franchise of the defunct Phila- 
deiphia Evening Ledger to the Phila- 
delphia Inquirer for the sum of 
$10,000. The Ledger trustees told the 
Court that the Inquirer was the only 
bidder. The Inquirer has been pay- 
ing the weekly AP assessment since 
the Ledger folded last month. The 
transfer is subject to approval by the 
AP board of directors. 

Reason the Inquirer bought the AP 
franchise is not clear. Rumors are 
current that the Inquirer, a morning 
oe, is planning an evening edi- 

ion, 





Fulton Oursler’s Plans 


Fulton Oursler, whose resignation 
as editor of Liberty took effect Sat- 
urday (31), plans to devote the next 
couple months to production of the 
play which he co-authored with Al 
Lewis, ‘The Walking Gentleman.’ 
Victor Francan has been inked for 
the lead, and rehearsals will start in 
three or four weeks. Oursler said 
he is also working on several books. 

Sheppard Butler, an associated ed- 
itor with Liberty for a number of 
years, has been named _ executive 


editor, the post he held from 1928 


to 1931. Gerald Mygatt, former edi. 
tor of This Week supplement has 
been appointed editor. Lee Pasquin 
continues as managing editor. 





LITERATI OBITS 
Robert §S. Carver, 72, newspapers 
man who annually got congratula. 
tory telegrams from President 
Roosevelt, who became his close 
friend when the latter was Governor 
of New York, died in Dallas, Jan. 28, 


William H. H. MacKellar, 72, for 
many years a newspaper publisher 
or columnist, later a charcoal manu. 
facturer, died in Peekskill, N. Ye 
Jan. 27. He was founder of the 
Evening News, Peekskill, of which 
he was president and editor for some 
years. 


Frank J. Supple, 44, labor and re. 
ligious editor of the Boston Post, 
died in Everett, Mass., Jan. 28. 


Charles Merrill, Jr., 65, publisher 
of educational books and prominent 
in public welfare work, died in New 
York Jan. 28. 


Joe Toye, 52, veteran newsman 
and editorial writer on tke Boston 
Traveler, died in Boston Jan. 29. 


Samuel Ellsworth Kiser, author, 
poet and editor, died in New 
Rochelle, N. Y., Jan. 30. 


Edward Dale Appleton, 84, retired 
New York book publisher, died in 
North Andover, Mass., Jan. 29. 


Harriett Collins, 81, former Boston 
Globe columnist, died Jan. 31 in 
New Philadelphia, O. 


Robert Paul Crawford, 69, veteran 
Ohio newspaper editor and pub- 
lisher, died Jan. 28.~ 


Alberic Cahuet, 64, French jour- 
nalist and novelist, died in Lyons, 
France, Feb. 1. 

George W. Foster, 54, on advertis- 
ing staff of the Buffalo Courier-Ex- 
press, formerly managing editor of 
the Erie (Pa.) Dispatch, died in Buf- 
falo Jan. 30. 

F. Hartley Woolfall, 
|New York and Boston 
| died in New Rochelle, N. 
| William Monypeny Newsom, 
| broker and author, died in 
| York, Feb. 1. 

Emerson B. Penrose, 51, veteran 
news photographer on the Philadel- 
phia Record, died suddenly Jan. 27 
iat his home in Collingswood, N, J. 





85, retired 
publisher, 
Y., Jan. 30. 
54, 
New 


CHATTER 
H. Allen Smith due in Hollywood 
next week to do a Satevepost yarn 
on Bing Crosby. 


Verne Haugland, of the Los An- 
geles AP staff, left for an undesig- 
nated front as war correspondent. 

Quentin Reynolds in Hollywood to 
speak the foreword for Walter 
Wanger’s picture, ‘Eagle Squadron.’ 

















Arena Revue 


Continued from page |! 
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| quately reach the large arena audi- 
| ence without being too circusy. Pro- 
|ducers bidding on the production 
| claim that singing as well as com- 
edy acts can be effective, since most 
of the arenas are comparatively well 
equipped with p.a. systems. Acts of 
the circus type would be limited to 
risley, aerial and acrobatic routines, 

Indications are that arenas may 
cut down size of floor space for a 
musical revue, temporarily creating 
larger seating capacity as well as 
thereby keeping the stage in better 
view. 

A musical revue of the type which 
has been under consideration for 
past few months would be assured of 
a route of approximately 25 weeks 
playing time. In addition to the 16 
spots booked through Arena Man- 
agers, show would also be routed 
for state fairs and into municipal 
auditoriums in towns where there 
are no ice shows, such as Memphis, 
New Orleans, Louisville and Hous- 
ton. 

AMA circuit was increased by two 
arenas last week, when Clarence 
Linz, Dallas Arena, and Ray Rice, 
Pla-Mor Ice Arena, Kansas City, 
joined the Association. Linz and 
Rice were appointed directors of 
AMA, of which John H. Harris, 
Pittsburgh theatre operator, is pres!- 
dent, 

George Tyson, director of the an- 
nual ‘Miss America’ pageant at At- 
lantic City for past six years, has 
resigned that post due to increased 
activities as general manager of 
Arena Managers’ Association. 

‘Miss America’ show is reportedly 
to be continued although there has 
been some talk it might be cancelled 
due to the war. 
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Broadway 
Adolph Zukor back from Holly- 


ig Dembow, Jr., getting over a 
throat. 
ox Robert — to Washington 
this week. ‘ 
= = Buxbaum in Florida for a 
h’s vacation. , : 
eo Smith, Columbia studio pub- 
licist, here from Coast. ; 
Ike Weber still home, ill with 
heart ailment for nearly five months. 
Arthur M. Wirtz and his wife off 
to Miami Beach 


ion. ‘ 
1 Maurice Bergman recovering from 


oral operation for the removal of 
impacted tooth. 

Norma Bernstein, newsreel booker 
at 20th-Fox exchange, resigned. Sey- 
mour Jones to replace her. 

H. M. Richey, assistant to Bill 
Rodgers of Metro in_ charge of ex- 
hibitor relations, in Florida for va- 
cation. : 

Julia Sullivan, secretary to various 
Par h.o. executives, lastly Bob Gill- 
ham, has resigned to accept govern- 
mental post. } 

Larry Cowen, formerly with Fa- 
bian circuit, Albany, now a lieuten- 
ant in U. S. naval intelligenee, in 
town last week. 

George Raft in town over the 
weekend before returning to the 
Coast to start his next film, ‘Broad- 
way,’ for Universal. 

Bill Raynor, press chief on the 
Coast for Producers Releasing Corp. 
during the past year, enlisted in the 
Navy Saturday (31). 

Bob Bliss, formerly assistant to the 
publisher of the newspaper PM and 

reviously with J. Walter Thompson, 
~ joined the Compton agency. 

George Eisele hosted at lunch last 
week by 20th-Fox employees honor- 
ing his 25 years with the company. 
He’s assistant to the ad sales man- 


ager. 
Kitty Flynn, head booker at the 


Paramount exchange, left Friday 
(30) for a Florida vacation. Tessie 
Klausner, Par h.o., just returned 
from there. 


Ed Kuykendall, president of the 
Motion Picture Theatre Owners of 
America, left Saturday (31) for 
Washington, from there going home 
to Columbus, Miss. 


One of the historic stones in the 
Paramount theatre lobby display is 
from the causeway at.Singapore, re- 
cently blown up ky the Allied forces 
to halt the Jap advance. 


Homer Peters, who has been on 
Ripley’s program with his unique 
Style of echo comedy, is now an 
asst. pastry chef at the Lord Tarle- 
ton hotel, Miami Beach. 


Seymour M. Peyser, attorney with 
Phillips, Nizer, Benjamin & Krim, 
film business law firm, has been 
called for Army service. He’s been 
assigned to Ft. Hamilton, N. Y. 


M.G. (Mike) Poller, head of RKO’s 
playdate department, is seriously ill 
at his home. He suffered a relapse 
following return from hospital after 
an emergency operation two weeks 
ago. 

William J. Fadiman, Metro’s east- 
ern story ed, lectures today 
(Wednesday) at Contemporary Club, 
White Plains, N. Y., on ‘Picking the 
Winners or What Makes a Good 
Movie.’ 

Morris Kinzler, of Kayton-Spiero 
ad agency handling 20th-Fox, to 
Miami to combine vacash with preem 
of ‘Song of the Islands.’ A. M. Bots- 
ford, 20th ad and exploitation chief, 
left for Miami yesterday (Tues.), also 
for same preem, 

Paul D. O’Brien, for a number of 
years an associate in the law office of 


made a partner. His father, Dennis 
F. O'Brien, is one of the founding 
members of the firm, which repre- 
sents many show business clients. 





Mexico City 


By Douglas L. Grahame 





Florence MecMichel is vacationing 
ere. 

Gabriel Ruiz, composer . 
he elm , composer, back from 

Carole Lombard pix in 
cinemas Setting big play. 

raditional carnival, 400-vear-old 

show sponsored by the civic govern- 
ment, in full swing. 
Pe ce wand Boytler, film producer- 
lirector, has obtained a Mexican 
Icense as civilian aviation pilot. 
actretinia Zuri, ace juve dramatic 
anes featured on the ‘Dear Mother’ 

Uy 15-minute local radio program. 
oa uadalajara, Mexico’s second larg- 
: and most Spanish city, has started 
e. SiX-week celebration of its 400th 

rthday. 


anne of Fine Arts ‘National The- 
~ ©) organizing juve theatrical com- 
he, oe here and perhaps go on 


James A. Fitz i 
, ‘ patrick here to make 
was. 160, Monumental in colors. He 
a e i 
delegation. order by a special 
oan Alvarez, singer-dancer, re- 
aan y, eee ay a Latin-Ameri- 
7H tour, recoverin - 
dicitis ma a ay g from an appen 
bajintonio Sanchez, pro soccer foot- 
woe playing Sundays only, works 
oe a days as a local cinema inspec- 
a or the civic government. 
“Mrique Contel, manager 


for month’s vaca- | 


XEQ, dickering to buy the mansion 
at Orizaba, Vera Cruz state, which 
was retreat of Emperor Maximillian. 

‘Linda’ (‘Pretty’), authored by Lic. 
Miguel N. Lira, prominent local law- 
yer, declared the best stage comedy 
presented here in 1941 by the civic 
commish. 

Royer, Hollywood modiste, hired 
by Films Mundiales, S. A., leading 
producers. Got the contract when 
he was vacationing here and may 
stay for full term of six-months tour- 
ist permit. 

Alfredo Gomez de la Vega, Mexi- 
can dramatic actor, debuted Jan. 31 
in ‘Mons. Lamberthier’ at the Palace 
of Fine Arts (National Theatre) after 
a long retirement. He is supported 
by Clementina Otero. 

Emilio Azcarraga, head of syndi- 
cate operating Mexico’s two biggest 
radio stations, XEW (150,000 watts) 
and XEQ (50.000 watts), and Cines 





Alameda and Bucareli, cinemas, is 
member of company arranging a 
$3,000,000 (Mex) sheet metal works 
at Monterrey. 

Dramatist Xavier  Villaurrutia, 
whose ‘La Hiedra’ (‘Ivy’) was given 
civic award board as the best Mexi- 
can theatrical work of 1941, resigned 
as member of the administrative 
board of the Palace of Fine Arts 
(National Theatre). Disagreed with 
the board’s policies. 


Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 








Jerry Foerster of Hanna’s box- 
office father of boy. 


D’Arve Barton, head MCA booker 
here, bought a home. 


Evan Georgeoff moving music 
publishing biz to New York. 


Henry Lee, back in town after 
six years, to take charge Golden 
cafe. 

George Hanrahan appointed gen- 
eral manager of Puritas Springs 
Park. 

Arnold Wells, p.a.. reporting to 
air corps at Maxwell Field, Ala., 
Feb. 10. 

Peg O’Connell, femme _nitery 
owner, deserting Iroquois Club for 
defense work. 

Therese Laraway sold her Kit Kat 
Club to Frankie Russo. Enters 
nursing profession. 

Bob Desberg, quitting law prac- 
tice to learn theatre biz in Loew 
houses in Providence, R. I. 

Bee Williams, theatrical seam- 
stress, former soubret, first wife of 
Billy House, died last week. 

William Blair, Jr., former man- 
ager of the Hanna, taking a USO 
show over the army camp route. 

Frankie Longo, former first sax 
in Billy Culliton orch, bought half 
interest in Don Anthony’s tavern. 

No definite bookings for 
Hanna, with ‘Blithe Spirit’ Feb. 9 
date canceled, until ‘Rivals’ rolls in 
March 2. 

Eddie Sherwood, ASCAP rep in 
Baltimore for last ten years, opened 
new local branch office and moving 
family here. 

Juke-box dealers of Ohio awarded 
bronze plaque to Jimmy Dorsey, 
naming him best-selling phonograph 
bandmaster for °41. 

‘Student Prince’ principals col- 
labed with Alpine Village’s reper- 
tory company in raising $500 for 
‘Mile o’ Dimes’ Fund. 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 











O’Brien, Driscoll & Raferty, has been | 


Singing Marines currently at Club 
Continental, Hotel Jefferson. 

Frank X. Reller, Jr., now assistant 
to manager Rex Williams at Loew’s. 

Walter Norton, operator of picture 
houses in Mascoutah, Columbia and 
Dupo, IIll., has joined the U.S.N. 

Judy Garland warbled for 6,000 
trainees at the Jefferson Barracks 
training camp, south of city limits. 

Ezio Pinza, basso of the New York 





several | 





station } night at the Alhambra. 





the | 


Lait, 


| 


Miami Beach 


By Abel Green 





Hotels and restaurants starting to 
ration sugar. 

Lou Nova throwing 
gloves for Thespis. 

Ben Bernie the local show biz golf 
and bridge champ. 


Danton Walker 
columnist, arrived. 


away 


(N. Y. News), 


his | 





town. Average is $1.50 dinner or 
supper check. 

The Billy Roses (Eleanor Holm) 
rented Golden Beach home for six 
weeks. Al Jolson had considered 
buying it. The Nicky Blairs rushing 
down to guest with the Roses. Blair 
is g.m. for Rose’s enterprises. Show- 


|man, incidentally, on reducing diet; 


Steve Hannagan a seasonal visitor | 


to 0.0. local scene. 


Flock of drop-in spots, bars, etc., 
for the quick bucks. 


also learning golf. 

Reuben’s on 23d street off Collins, 
the rialto of the Beach, is no more. 
Now called Risman’s, which necessi- 
tates no change in crockery and 
silver, and caters to Lou Walters 
and Harry Heller’s Casanova Club, 


| around the corner, they being finan- 
| cially interested in both. 


Royal Palm disappointing b.o. This | 


is normally the No. 1 spot. 


Henny Youngman needs new ma- 
terial; otherwise he’s a click. 


' 


Jack Rosenberg, prez of Local 802, | 


N. Y. Musicians union, convalescing 
here. 

Patty Ortell, songstress at Car- 
rousel, is sportswriter Frank Ortell’s 
daughter. 


Major Albert Warner, his ear 
trouble better, back to New York 
for a spell. 

Jane Tompkins, radio scripter, 


here with the Kate Smith-Ted Col- 
lins entourage. 
Paul Grossinger now an exec of 


his mother Jennie Grossinger’s 
Beach hotel here. 

Carl Erbe, Ben Marden’s Riviera 
p.a., longtime winter publicist in 
Miami, back here. 

Joe Moss’ Frolics with Diosa 


Costello, Billy Vine and Lillian Car- | 


men getting a play. 

Harry Gold, United Artists sales 
exec, who left his yacht here, due to 
return end of March. 

CBS publicity boss Lou Ruppel a 
winter vacationer; ditto A. J. Mc- 
Cosker, MBS-WOR prexy. 

Sid Lewis band and Al Parker 
augmenting Jennie Grossinger’s Little 
Cafe in the Grossinger hotel. 

Bob Musel (N.Y. World-Telegram ) 
and Lionel Rand wrote ‘I Doubt It’ 
finale for Royal Palm revue. 

Music man Steve Levitz (produc- 
tion exec for Robbins, Feist and 
Miller) joined his family here. 

Steve Hannagan’s local rep, Niel 
Regan, now a lieut. in the Army, 
given a farewell blowoff by local 
press bunch. 

Harry Moss, MCA band booker, ac- 
companied by Jack Lear, MCA pub- 


surveying local scene. 
President’s Birthday Balls got ter- 


rific support here, many cafe acts 
rotating through sundry hotels to 


bolster the $l-per-head intake. 

Nick Kenny and the new Jack 
Jr.-Lee Mortimer Hollywood 
vs. Broadway columns getting new 


| outlet locally, in the Miami Beach 
Tropics. 
Ole maestro Ben Bernie, golfer 


| 


j 





| Maestro’s 


Craig Wood, and Al Jolson split their 
days between the track and links. 
first indef vacation in 
many years. 

Band booker Moe Gale and the 
Mrs. vacationing here; ditto Ed 
Wiener, Broadway p.a. Ed Sullivan 
due %n a week later. 


| 
| 
| 


| New York or Chicago 


| doing 


| 
{ 





Cafe props Lou Walters and Harry | 


Heller of Boston and here (Latin | 
Quarter, Casanova) look very unlike | 
saloonkeepers; more like benign 


schoolteachers. 

Hotel 
keep Jolson amused while touring 
the Dixie camps with gag wires, as 
the star has picked an extremely 
tough itinerary. 


Brook Club’s swank is on the 
quiet side, with Norma _ Terriss, 
| Dawn Roland and Charles Wright’s 
| band. Frakson, magician, joined 
show this week. 

Earl Carroll to Havana, thence 
Yucatan, Mexico City and Holly- 
wood, via Eastern Air-Panair on a 
new cutrate deal that spans the 


Met, to be guest artist with the St. 
Louis symph orch Friday and Sat- 
urday (6-7). 

Mary Wickes, local girl who has 
completed her third flicker assign- 
ment in Hollywood, made a p.a. at 
the Ambassador. 

Eddie Arthur, of Fanchon & 


Marco, presided at Civilian Defense 
meeting attended by 1,500 reps. of 
amusement and recreational 
ests. 

L. Kelly, chauffeui 
operator of a 


inter- 
for Bill Smith, 


was killed when his 
truck was struck by a freight en- 
gine near Hull, IL 


South Africa 


By H. Hanson 


Dudley Cassell, manager of Odeon 
theatre, Sea Point (Cape Town), is 
out. J. Rodack replaced him. 

Niedzielski, Polish pianist, gave a 








film delivery service | 
;} out of St. Louis, 





farewell recital at City Hall, Cape 
Town, prior to leaving for Australia. 

African Consolidated Theatres had 
sold-out preview of ‘No, No, Nan- 
ette’ (RKO) at Alhambra, Cape 
Town, for war funds. 

Packed to the doors, Cape Town 
gave a hefty response to the Girls’ 
Military Bugle Band attached to the | 
Johannesburg So. Africa Women | 
Auxiliary Services on its opening | 


country with sightseeing sidelines. 
Elaine Moore singing with Hughie 


Barrett’s band at Macfadden-Deau- 
ville hotel. Latter here for season 
direct from Capitol City Club 
Atlanta. Set here until March 15 or 
April 1. 

Benny Fields lost his voice and 
forced out of Carrousel couple nights 
ifter booming that spot to terrific 
biz Blossom Seeley (Mrs. Fields) 
getting unusual local press break 
despite her retirement 

M. J. Schanberg, Kansas City the- 
atre owner and hotel operator, now 


retired from the picture business, a 


daily race visitor with Herb Woolf, | 


his former Kaycee pard, who races 
his own Woolfarm entries. 
AFM prez emeritus Joe Weber 


resting here. Other AFM execs in- 
clude J. C. Petrillo, with whom J. C. 
Stein confabbed on Social Security; 
Fred Birnbach, Burt Henderson et 
al.. here on exec IATSE business 
pow wows. 

Sammy Walsh succeeded Henny 
Youngman as Casanova emcee. Bee 
Kalmus vice Donna Lawrence at the 
Paddock. Walsh, who drove down 
from Baltimore, tells of starvation 
biz in the hotels formerly getting 
tourist traffic by car. 





Estelle and Leroy, Sara Ann Mc- | 


Cabe and Chas. Murray band at the 
exclusive Versailles have the cinch 
job of the season; one show a night 
at 9:30 in the Gulfstream Room. 
Hotel Versailles so exclusive the 
customers don’t get in the way. 
Dwight Fiske added to Hotel Ver- 
sailles show; Frakson and Jean 
Sablon to Brook Club; Harry Rich- 
man coming in to _ bolster 
Quarter’s late-hour business at $3 
minimum tariff, the top minimum in 


| ist,’ 
Latin | 


| Anna Neagle and Robert 
Lord Tarleton show bunch | 


Keynote of all cafes is quantity, 
not quality, on theory the hinter- 
landers—since Florida draws from 
the other 47 states—want a lot for 
their money, and aren’t as impatient 
as more sophisticated audiences in 
where they 
prefer streamlined shows. 

Bad biz prompted hotels cutting 
rates, many using deceptive $3 and 


| $4 per-person comeone ads, but when 


applicants wanted these they were 
out. Biz picking up meantime, but 
the more legit hotels frown (1) on 
the cutrating and (2) at the general 
onus it casts on the hotel industry. 

Windup spot of the town is the 
Paddock where Jackie Miles is pull- 
ing them. Benny Fields, just opened 
at Carrousel with Al Bernie, also 
big; ditto Dr. Giovanni at 
Beachcomber and Monte Proser’s 
Copacabana show, augmented by 
Adelaide Moffett, at the Clover Club. 

Irving Kahn, 20th-Fox p.a., shep- 
herding Jack Oakie; Rodney Bush 
has Betty Grable in tow; Kate Smith 
and Ted Collins also here. All per- 
sonaling with ‘Song of the Islands’ 
opening Thursday (5) at Lincoln. 
It’s a world preem and Lincoln mer. 
Sonny Shepherd doing a great job 
of it. 

Boniface Walter Jacobs of the 
Lerd Tarleton getting top publicity 
breaks via newsreel, a ‘Life Goes to 
Miami Beach’ layout, President’s 
birthday ball, etc. His showmanage- 
ment attracting top show 


Jacobs has added Ringo & Harris, 


strollers, and E. Raymond Cox, mag- | 


ico, to permanent stock company at 
his hotel, which includes a legit 
group for Thursday night plays. 

J. C. Stein (MCA), huddling with 
Al Busiel, head of ‘Lady Esther’ 
radio program, to New York and 


licist, arrived. Vacationing and also | cee back to Hollywood; Bud Ab- 
| 


(and Costello), who owns a 
house here, going to the Coast 
via N. Y., following brief vacation: 
also back to New York, WHN sports- 


caster Dick Fishell, songsmith Milton | 
radio columnist Nick Kenny | 


Ager, 
(N. Y. Mirror) after being here a 
month, and Harry Kalcheim, who 
joins Morris agency in N. Y. 





London 





The Empire, Newport, sustained 
serious damage in a recent fire. 


Charles Thomas, for 12 years 
manager for C. B. Cochran, left 
$15,000. 


Wilfred Lawson and_ Elizabeth 
Allen to co-star in a film on the life 
of Randel. 

The new Herbert Wilcox film for 
Newton, 
based on the life of Amy Johnson, 
will be called ‘They Flew Alone.’ 

Leslie Posner, general manager 
for Hyams Bros. cinema circuit, 
tours his amateur discoveries every 
Sunday, also acting as emcee under 
moniker of Leslie Page. 

On hearing Churchill’s broadcast 
phrase, ‘Some chicken, some neck,’ 
David Heneker and Arthur 
wrote a song on that theme. Peter 
Maurice Music Co. accepted it for 
publication and Flanagan and Allen 
are now singing it in ‘Black Vani- 
ties.’ 

Columbia Pictures executives 
got big disappointment when they 
made everything ready to receive 
Joe Friedman, its London c®fef, who 
has been away for over a year, only 
to learn he wouldn’t arrive fo! 
time. No intimation as to when he 
s coming 

Sutherland Felce and troupe off to 
Middle East this month to entertain 
troops Unit. which j 
by Frances Day, will broadcast once 
veekly Stay is for five months, 
after which they may go to America 


ay T omer 


to work with Gertrude Lawrence on | 


Philadelphia 


Robert Benson, WDAS news gab- 
ber, resigning. 

WIBG has added an hour and a 
half to daily broadcasting time. 

Sam Ettinger, new WIP news edi- 
tor, back after tussel with the grippe. 

Reese Dupree to run name dance 


arrangement. 





bands at Strand Ballroom twice 
monthly. ‘ 
WHAT studios in the Ledger 
building being boarded up as air raid 
precaution. 
Rex Riccardi, secretary of Local 


77, A.F.M., in Florida for executive 
committee meeting. 

Lou Pierce, ex-WIP spieler, came 
through unscathed in the attack on 
Pearl Harbor where he’s stationed. 

Powers Gouraud, WCAU ‘column- 
acted as mc. at President’s 
Birthday Ball in Camden, N. J 
Clarence Fuhrman’s KYW orchestra 
provided music. 


people. | 


Young | 


here | 


some 


Hollywood 


Noel Madison laid up with eye 
trouble. 

Tony Martin in town recruiting for 
the Navy. 

Commander John Ford in 
on Naval business. 

Nelson Eddy east this week on his 
yearly concert tour. 

Robert Speers named casting die 
rector at Universal. 

Smiley Burnette shoved off for a 
midwest stage tour. 

Don DeFore, film player, to wed 
Marion Holmes, singer. 
| Binnie Barnes, recovered from ill- 
ness, back at Republic. 

Eddie Rubin, RKO attorney. to 
Washington for a Government job. 

Gene Autry to Houston. Tex. to 
open his rodeo tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Rise Stevens back at Metro after 
singing with the Met in New York. 


town 





Judy Garland back for picture 
work after eastern tour of army 
camps. 

Dick Wilson shifted fron. Repub- 


lic’s home office legal staff to the 
studio. 


Carl Sandburg in town lecturing 


on his favorite subject, Abraham 
i Lincoln. 
Abe Montague here from New 
; York to discuss sales policies at 
| Columbia. 
| Lewis D, Collins, film director, to 
|Palm Springs to recuperate after 
| eight days in the hospital. 
| Louis Blaine, Dave Sigal and 


| Bobby Cohn, ;tudio publicity men, 
joined the armed services. 

James Cagney pinch-hitting for 
Clark Gable as chairman of Actors 
Committee on War Activities. 

Lou Costello and Bud Abbott drew 
a salute from Hollywood American 
Legion for contributions to veterans’ 
hospitals. 
| Y. Frank Freewan back at his 
Paramount desk after two weeks in 
New York and Washington on na- 
tional problems. 

Zane Grey’s son, Romer. nego- 
tiating with Paramount for the sale 
of his father’s last book, ‘Thirty 
Thousand On the Hoof.’ 


~ Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 











Gertrude Niesen booked into Yacht 
Club Feb. 27. 

Betty Smiley singing with Jimmy 
Gamble’s orch at Bill Green’s. 


| Buddy Blaine, night club come- 
dian. signing off to join the navy. 
| Eddie Rubin, Coast p.a., with 


| George Murphy on current p.a. tour. 

Cliff Lewis in town visiting an old 
| pal, Ken Hoel, head of Harris pub- 
| licity. 

It’s a boy for the Gino Robertis. 
Father owns the New Hillcrest, local 
nitery. 

| Les Lindow, former 
| Manager, now 
| Wolters, Texas. 
| William Penn will close its 
| tinental Bar this summer for 
plete remodeling. 

Jack Hollister, p.a. and sportscast- 
| er, named to a deputy sheriff's berth 
| in Allegheny County. 

Mike Strange bowed out of singing 
|} engagement at Riviera, Columbus, 
O., account laryngitis. 

Club: Petite’s Picolo Pete looking 
for a new drummer to replace army- 


WCAE sales 


lieutenant at Camp 


Con- 
com- 


| bound Bernie Lambert. 
Wally Feldman, son of Joe Feld- 
|man, WB exec, coming along after 
emergency appendectomy. 
| Ray Bolger booked into Stanley 
| for week beginning Friday (6), co- 
| starring with Connie Boswell 
Dancer Marie Harmon to wed 
Lieut. William McCarthy, of U. S. 
Army Medical corps, shortly 
| Stanley stagehands donated their 
$95 salary from infantile paralysis 
benefit show to March of Dimes 
Harry Essex, company manager of 
|‘Candle in the Wind,’ a gra wid- 
owe! His wife’s in ‘Heart of the 
City’ 
Mi _ 
inneapolis 
By Les Rees 
Minneapolis Symphony Orch off on 
five-week tour 
Margie Hart. booked into Alvin 
week of Feb. 6 
Mickey Coen, veteran M-G sales- 


man, resigned. 


| Esther Singer, Universal, to wed 
| Jose ph Kates, Detroit. 
Sammy Kaye and Wayne King 


pencilled in at Orpheum. 

RKO Carole Lombard reissues do- 
ing big business in this territory. 

Merle Potter, Bennie Berger cir- 
cuit, visiting W. A. Steffes in Florida. 

Ray Hurwitz, National Screen 
Service special service salesman, en- 
listed in Army. 

Lyle Carisch, Wayzata, Minn., ex- 
hibitor, off to Sun Valley. Idaho, 
with wife for annual mid-winter va- 
cation. 

Jimmy Joy Orch into Hotel Nicol- 
let Minnesota Terrace with Gene 
Fields, Leslie & Carroll and Robberts 
& White. 

Gordie Greene, former Minnesota 
theatre manager and _ bankruptcy 
trustee, off to Omaha to become 
manager of Paramount theatre there. 

Attractions pencilled into Lyceum 
current month are Katharine Cor- 
nell in ‘Rose Burke.’ for a one- 
nighter, and ‘Life With Father’ and 
‘Claudia,’ scheduled for week each 
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M. SAYLE TAYLOR 

M. Sayle Taylor, 53, profession- 
ally known as ‘The Voice of Ex- 
perience,’ collapsed Sunday (1) on 
a street in Hollywood of a heart at- 
tack and died shortly after. From 
1933 to some six months ago he was 
active on the networks as a coun- 
selor of the perplexed, but exposure 
in Time Magazine that he was an 
ex-convict precipitated a cancella- 
tion of his network programs, al- 
though _he continued on transcrip- 
tions. 

Taylor had been active in the 
Lambs Club, New York, before go- 
ing west. Three times married, he 
was a colorful figure of the old- 
fashioned spieler type who adapted 
himself to radio. Despite all raps 
he was generally popular among 
show people who knew him. 

More details in radio news section 
of this issue. 


WILLIAM A. ‘BILLY’ PARTELLO 
William A. ‘Billy’ Partello, 67, for- 
mer vaudeville and circus performer 
and theatre manager, died in Mans- 
field, O., Jan. 28. He started in show 
business as an acrobat at 16, later | 
appearing in vaudeville in an act 
billed as The Partello Brothers, with 
his partner unrelated to him. 
The Partellos played with Barnum 
Bailey-Ringling circus for 12 years. 
n 1902 he organized the Partello 
Stock Company, which toured the 
U. S. and Canada. 


Partello went to Mansfield in 1927} 


and managed the Grand and Majestic 
theatres and the Mansfield Opera 
House there, all then controlled by 
the Grand Theatre Amus. Co. He 
left show business in 1930 for munici- 
pal and state jobs. 

Widow and son survive. 


THOMAS WOOD STEVENS 

Thomas Wood Stevens, 62, former 
director of the Goodman (repertory ) 
theatre, Chicago, lecturer and head 
of the University of Arizona Dra- 
ete Arts Department, died in 

ucson, Ariz., Jan. 29. 

Stevens was head of the drama 
department of the Carnegie Institute 
of Technology, 1913-24. During 
World War I he directed his own 
work, ‘Drawing of the Sword,’ for 
the Red Cross. It was a masque 
omnes at the Metropolitan Opera 

ouse, N. Y., with the Barrymores, 
E. H. Sothern and other prominent 
players. Stevens also had a novel, 
‘Westward Under Vega,’ to his credit. 

Widow and a sister survive, 


OBITUARIES 








Francis hospital, Pittsburgh. She ha 
been ill only a few days. 

Widely known as just ‘Sara’ by 
hundreds of managers and exhibit- 
ors, she had been a member of tl.2 
working staff of the old Independent 
Display Co, for 30 years, remaining 
on the job after Independent was 
acquired by National Screen Serv- 
ice, 





GEORGIA BRYTON 

Georgia Bryton, 60, former star of 
the London and New York stage, 
died Jan. 27 at Hermosa Beach, Cal., 
|after a long illness. 

On the British stage Miss Bryton 
starred in “Three Live Ghosts,’ ‘A 
Trip to Chinatown’ and other pro- 
ductions. She toured the English 
colonies and appeared on Broadway 
in 1915. Since the death of her 
husband, Frederick Lawrence, news- 
paper writer, she had been in re- 





Harry Arras, 60, character actor, 
whose film career dates back to the 
old Balboa Studio in Long Beach, 
Cal., died Jan. 28 in Hollywood after 
a heart attack. He was stricken on 
the set of ‘Escape From Crime’ at 
Warners. 

In Hollywood since 1918, Arras 
played in practically every studio 
and was often cast as a cop. 

Surviving are his widow and two 
sisters. 


PERCIVAL LEE WATERS 

Percival Lee Waters, 74, film in- 
dustry pioneer, formerly president 
of the Triangle Film Co., died Jan. 
31 in New York. Waters became 
president of Triangle in 1919, four 
years after it was reorganized. In 
1923 he was appointed the Triangle 
receiver. Prior to going with Tri- 
angle Waters was one of the large 
preferred stockholders in the Gen- 
eral Film Corp. 

A sister survives. 





WILLIAM J. HUSTON 

William J. Huston, 92, old-time 
vaudeville comedian and _ baseball 
player, died Feb. 1 at his home in 
Yeadon, near Philadelphia. During 
his career on the stage in the late 
’80s and and ’90s, Huston was Fields 
of the team of Murphy and Fields. 
He played on the Philadelphia 
| Athletics in his youth. 





MRS. LEW FISCHER 





WILLIAM J. DALY 


William J. Daly, 75, formerly with | 


Mrs. Lew Fischer, who with her| 
| husband was the owner of the Brad-| 
| ley Opera House, Fort Edward, N.Y., | 
which they operated for several | 


Jan. 26, in Newark, N. J. He’s bass 
player with Les Hite’s orchestra. 


Jan. 29, in Cleveland. He’s the Mu- 
tual Broadcasting System cOmmen- 


tirement. tator. 
Lieut. Paul Capron, Jr., to Jill 
HARRY ARRAS Stern, in Haddonfield, N. J., Feb. 


field, Mass., announcer, to Jeanette 
M. LaBonte, non-pro. 


ter, in Hollywood, Jan. 27. 
is independent radio producer. 


of opera singer Katheryn Ross, died | 
in Rehoboth Beach, Del., Jan. 28. 
Husband also survives. 





Mother of Ed Tucholka, WEBR, 
Buffalo, announcer, died Jan. 26 in 
Buffalo. 





MARRIAGES 


Beatrice G~*ber to Herbert Horn, 
in Philadelphia, Feb. 8. Bride's a 
former secretary at Warners in New 
York and on the Coast. 

Nancy Dixon to George Mock, in 
Pittsburgh, Jan. 28. She is KDKA, 
Pittsburgh, shopping commentator. 

Miriam Jones to Earl McCarron, in 
Moncton, N. B., recently. He’s pro- 
gram director of CKOW, Moncton. 

May Gatch to Wayne Howell, in 
Charleston, S. C., Jan. 31. Howell is 
announcer over WLAC, Nashville. 


Safina Threet to Benny Booker, 


B. S. Bercovici to Katherine Hahn, 


2. He’s former feature editor of 
the Boston Transcript, now with U. 
S. Army; she’s a former thesp, now 
a reporter on the Philadelphia Rec- 
ord, owned by her father, J. David 
Stern. 


Charles Haaser, WMAS, Spring- 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Sam Kerner, daugh- 
Father 


Mr. and Mrs. Henry Swartwood, 
daughter, in Portland, Ore., Jan, 26. 
Father is program manager of 
KOIN, CBS outlet in Portland. 

Mr. and Mrs. William Kane, daugh- 


Delta Rhythm Boys 
Victor Hugo’s Ore 
Lou's Chancellor Bar 
3 Aces and Queen 
Sally La Marr 


Renolda (4) 
Mayos 

3 Queens of Rhythm 

Dutch & Dutchie 

Bernice Arnold 

Louis Wright Orc 


Minstrel Tavern 
Warner & Valerie 


Don 


Ed McGoldrick, Sr 
Moravian Bar 
Kenny Shafer (3) 
Dick Wade 
Curt Weiler (4) 
Nell Dieghan’s 
Margie Green 
Norma Krieger 
Rhythm Maniacs 
Guardsmen & Mar'n 
Geo Marchetti Ore 
Walter John 
Taylors (2) 
Old Falls Tavern 


Ray & Dale 

Dot Garcey 

Al Kirkbride 

Eddie Thomas 

Billy Hayes’ Ore 
Open Door Cafe 

Honey Chile & C'b'd 

Grace Edwards 

Jeannettes (10) 

Margie Drummond 


Viola Klaiss Ore 
Palumbo's 
Yvonettes 
Kaye & Greye 
Banks & Faye 
Biltmorettes 
Htenry Patrick 
Johnny Canhiil 
3 Peppers 
Philadelphia Hotel 
Vera Cruz 
Cliff & Carmody 
Isabelle Johnson 
Dick Wharton Ore 





ter, in Pittsburgh, Jan. 8. Father 
owns Nemo theatre, Pittsburgh. 

Mr. and Mrs. Clark Smith, daugh- | 
ter, in Pittsburgh, Jan. 15. Father | 
is with the National Theatre So- 
ciety in Pittsburgh. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Esposito, 
daughter, in New York, Jan. 28. 
Father is trumpeter with Vaughn 
Monroe orchestra. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Hicks, son, in 
Fort Worth, Texas, Jan. 23. Father 
is member of KGKO, Fort Worth, 
newscasting department. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bob Turner, son, 
Jan. 26 in Buffalo. Father is WEBR, 
Buffalo, announcer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Brundo, 
daughter, Jan. 25, in Buffalo. Father | 
is guitarist in WGR-WKBW, Buffalo, | 
house band. 

Mr. and Mrs. William Hanna, | 





the William Morris Agency for over | years, died Jan. 30 in Fort Edward | daughter, in Hollywood, - Jan. 27. | 


80 years and latterly a house man- 
ager for the George Skouras the- 
atres in New York for 13 years, died 
in New York Feb. 1. While with 
the Morris office he managed road 


| 


tours of Eva Tanguay, Vincent Lo- | 


pez, Harry Lauder, Annette Keller- 
man and Gertrude Ederle, among 
many others. He managed the 
Riverside theatre, N. Y., and other 
upper Broadway houses for Skouars, 
being active until about six months 
ago. 

Widow, two daughters and two sis- 
ters survive. 


ELMER P. RANSOM 

Elmer P. Ransom, 79, director and 
publisher of the Sphynx Publishing 
Co., publisher of Sphynx, magazine 
devoted to magic and magicians, died 
in Essex Fells, N. J., Feb. 2. 
responsible for exposing many spu- 
rious spiritualists. 

In his youth Ransom did a magic 
turn at Tony Pastor’s, and in later 
years he lectured on the Chautauqua 
eircuit He was 
Parent Assembly of the Society of 
American Magicians, 

Surviving are his widow, a daugh- 
ter, a granddaughter and two great- 
granddaughters. 


STACY WOODARD 


Stacy Woodard, 39, film producer | 


and photographer who made ‘Ad- 
ventures of Chico’ in 1938 with his 
brother Horace, died in New York 
Jan. 27. Woodard recently made a 
series of shorts for Shell Oil. He 
and his brother collaborated in pro- 
ducing a series of one-reelers called 
‘Battle of Life’ for Educational-Fox, | 
using a microscopic camera devised 
by Stacy. 

The Woodards shared Academy 
awards for the shorts, ‘City of Wax’ 
and ‘The Sea.’ 


He was | 


a founder of the| 


after an illness of several weeks. 

Survivors, besides her husband, | 
include four sisters and one brother. | 
| 


HENRY FREES 
Frees, 63, former acrobat, | 
who entertained crowds with his| 
tricks during a recent unsuccessful | 
campaign to win the Democratic | 
nomination as Congressman from| 
|} the 22nd Illinois District, died last 
| week at St. Elizabeth’s Hospital, 
| Belleville, Ill. 
| vials 
ADIN A. HALL 

Adin A. Hall, 79, who played part | 
of the ox-team driver in ‘The Old | 
Homestead,’ Denman Thompson play, | 
|for over 20 years, died in Keene, 
| N. H., Jan. 28. He retired to a@ farm | 
from the stage, later becoming a | 
road patrolman and school janitor. 

Widow, daughter and son survive. 


Henry 


MRS. LOUISE 8S. KOEHNE 
Mrs. Louise Schellschmidt Koehne, 
concert harpist and De Pauw (In- 
dianapolis) University music _in- 
| structor, died in Indianapolis Feb. 1. 
| She formerly played with the Cin- 
| cinnati Symphony Orchestra. 


| 


Milton ‘Mickey’ Black, 34, attorney | 
identified with the film _ business, 
died Feb. 2 in Beverly Hills, Cal., 
| after a long illness. 





Bertha Ailman Poke, 81, widow 
of Henry W. Poke, pioneer Pitts- 


home in that city last week. Leaves 


Harry W. Meyers, wife of Wilmer- 
ding, Pa., exhib. 


Rosa Wolfson, mother of Mitchell 
Wolfson and Mrs. Sidney Meyer, 
died Feb. 1 in Miami. Wolfson and 





SARAH EICHELBERGER 
Sarah Eichelberger, 65, one of old- | 
est employees of Film Row, died of | 
pneumonia last week at the st] 


| powerful Wometco theatre chain in 


Sidney Meyer are partners in the 


Florida. 





either being cast or in rehearsal for 
08 | a one-act festival on a Sunday night 
burgh film exhibitor, died at her | soon. 
; the Music Box theatre, which Moss 
three sons and one daughter, Mrs. | Hart has promised te provide. 
will all be new plays and all about 
young actors and their problems. 


American Theatre Wing war relief. 
In a moment of zeal at an American 
Theatre Wing mass meeting about 
six weeks ago, someone got up and 
pledged $500 from 
crowd. 

— |; ways of getting 
Mrs, Frederick A.’ Ross, 72, mother | good the pledge. 


Father is cartoon supervisor at! 
Metro, 

Mr. and Mrs. Cassius Smith, | 
| daughter. Jan. 27, in Detroit. Father 


is manager of Annex theatre, Detroit. 

Mr. and Mrs. Edwin L. Marin, son, 
in Santa Monica, Cal., Jan. 31. Father | 
is film director; mother is Ann Mor-|} 
screen actress. 


riss, 














B’way Hopefuls 


Continued from page 1 





| 
to see the work of young directors, 
playwrwhts and actors | 

Same group, under the leadership 
of Leo Shull, who publishes an of- | 
ficial daily gazette for the Walgreen- 
ites, Actor’s Cues, is running a se- 
ries of Sunday afternoon lectures 
and classes at the Hotel Edison 
Among those who have already lec- 
tured have been Jane Cowl, Con- 
stance Collier, Moss Hart, Lee Strass- 
burg, Sanford Meisner and Michael 
Chekhov. Scheduled are Ben Hecht, 
Morris Carnovsky, Tallulah Bank- 
head, Clifford Odets, Gertrude Law- 
rence and Howard Lindsay. 

Admish to the lectures and classes 
is 10c, if you can afford it, other- 
wise it’s free. Large room at 
the Edison is rented for $15 a ses- 
sion and is usually full to overflow- 
ing, with as many as 400 present. 
Walgreen gang also has three plays 


It probably will be held at 


They 


Proceeds of the festival will go to 


the Walgreen 
they’re figuring out 
the coin to make 


Now 


Peggy 


Bills Next Week 


Sam’s Cafe 


Joe McFadden 

Sonia La Dare 

Babe La Tour 

Walter Lane 

3 King’s Rhythm 
Silver Lake Inn 

Col Geo Reed 


Monya 


Alice L 
Duchess & Herman 


Moro & 
Frank 


I'abe Cummings 
Sun Kay Gardens 
Beatrice & Danny 
Agnes Willis 

Don Anton Ore 
Janine Reese 
Joanne Ware 

John Lucyen 


69th St. Rathskeller 


Swan Club 


Buddy Lewis 
Charioteers 
Grace C 
Adrienne 

Jess Altmiller 
Earl Denny Ore 


20th 


3 Peppers 
Florenz Johnny 
Frankie Schluth Sally La Mar 
Blanche Saunders 
A Strohman (3) 


Ven 


Nick Varallo Ore 

Joe Altee 

Zola Gray 

Conchita & Antonio 

Heavens 
Warwick 

Roger Stanley Ore 


Weber’ 


Camden 
Toni 


Hassel Ore 


ontinued from page 4 
Estelle Sloan 


Max & Gang 


Pancho Ore 
Saks 
Buddy Lester 


Alba 
ucey 
Chita Marian 


Del Cartier 


Cliff Arvin 
Al Alexander 


Everett & Cor 
Bill Harris 


Irene Burke 
Tiny Gorman 


June Gardner 


H Smith Dane 


Aylene Mason 
Skeeter Palmer Ore 


Statler Hotel 


Daro & Corda 
Powers 
Bob & M Gates 


Ed MeGoldrick, oe eee psig Leonard See! Ore 
JO 20 ra 
ee Mae Laurie San Diego 
Margie March Rusty Sachs Gene Emerald 
Sally Foy Jack Spangler Glenn Dale 
Sissy Ginnle Loftus| Continentals (4) The Bordens 

. Caro) Phillips Dotty Sloan 


Ore 


Stevadora 


nway 


Roland & Rito 


Fran Rago 
Balconades 
Hara H Fritschie Ore 


Don Andre 
Obie Obinauff 


Brad Hunet 1 


Contury Blue Ridge 


Pick (3) Benny Austin 
Harry Mannin 
Cornell Coope 
Sylvia Starr 

ice Grill 
Maxie Simon 


Buddy Blaine 
J Comorada 

Hotel 
Patti Gene 


¢ Hof Bras | 5 2 Lb Marks 


Nelson Maples 


Bill Green’s 


os 
Inn 


Lou Lucky Ore 


& 
r 


Boogie-Woogie Club 
Bovug Sherman 


Harry Comorada 
Club Petite 

Piccolo Pete Ore 

Georgie Claire 


Cork and Bottle 


— Jack Moss Colonial 
nen renee Cafe Fred & Sonia Eddie Weitz Ore 
Frank Ponte Martinet Gerry Richards 
Nan O'Rourke lial & Honey Bee _ Eddie Peyton's 
Charlie Ray Temple City (4) Kenny Clark Ore 
Rose Jovinelll Dave Pierson 51 Club 
Newt Parker Ore Pen Bannerman Lyda Rodnok 

Red Hill Inn Jules Flacco’s Ore | Ray Englert Ore 
Valdez & Peggy Syd Golden _ Hotel Fort Pitt 
Billy William ‘aths’r Eldoradians| Ken Bailey Ore 
Pat Purcell Wilson’s sonnay mene 
wunettee Joe ‘Hough pease Wheaties 
mewn erg Art Mathues Hotel Henry 

Roman Grill Ross & Ross (Silver Grill) 

° bd Lorraine King Dorothy Matthews 


Al Capron Ore 
Smythe & Dolores 
Toni Sorrell 








Candy & Pepper 

Margaret Watkins 

Tondelayo & Lopez 

Sengo Ore 

Earl Dancer 
Corktown Tavern 

Don Harris 

Karl Parchman 

Hart & Allison 

Geo Bell 

Panchita Villa 

Phil Skillman Ore 
Frontier Ranch 

Denny McCurtin } 

Gloria Shayne 

Jean & Earl Coe 

June Brooks 

Rancheros Ore 

Irving Spector 
Grand Terrace 

Four Dukes 

Billy Joy & Juanita 

Earl Parchman 

Phil 





Haymarket 


Ray 


Les 


Don 


Geo Baquet Ore 
Yacht Club 


Leonard Seel Ore 


North 


Dale Rhodes 

Theresa Rudolph 

Don Amato 

Carlin Ore 
Olde Wayne Club 

Charles Costello Ore 

McColl Sis 

Jack London 

Palm Beach 
Paimer 

El Cota Co 

Harbers & Dale 

Monnie Drake 

Pablo Ore 
Penobscot Club 

Patricia Willis 

Diane Dale 

Pamela Britton 

| Freddie 

| Barney 

| Huck’s Redford Inp 

Skillman Ore |Mac McGraw Ore 


Royale 


Escorts 


Dorothy 















Milton George 

(Rhumba Ca 
Room) 
Charles Wolk 
Hi-Hat 

Pete Herman 
Terry Andre 
Frank Petty 


wood Inn 


(Cireus 


(Bermuda Ter 


Ken Travers O 
Jack Manning 
Billy Kelly 
Ada Marova 
Bill Groin 

Vin Daley 
Jean Monti 


Busch Ore 
Greene Ore 


Hotel Lene 
(Lenox Arn 
Bob Hardy Or 





(Gay 90's) 
Nesbitt 


Fox & Hounds 


Or« 
sino 


Ore 
Ore 


Hiotel Bradford 

Room) 

Lucille & J Maloney 
Hote? Brunswick 


race) 


Lionel Hampton O 
Hotel Pssex 


re 
Ore 


Eleanor Boland’ 


x 
ns) 
c 


Dick Hughes | Alice Dawn Kay Ivers 
| Phelps & { ullenbine 4 ip Top Dane Hotel Minerva 
Ray Samuels 3 iPierte & Harrls Bunny McVey Ore 





—— 





Jack Phomas Ore 
The Tropics 
Johnny Pine 
= apple Q 
Vernes 
Carl Dulany 
Jack Manners 
Stirling & Rubia 
Laura Jean 
Chuck Stevens Ore 
Whittier Hotel 
(Gold Cub Room) 
Herman Fine 
Wonder Bar 


Manuel Lopez Ore 
Sammy Dibert Ore 


509 Club 
Dale Rhodes 
Di Giovanni 
Good & Goody 
Dottie Ard 
Jean Moore 
Joy & Juanita 
Delia & Drigo 
Horace Houck Ore 





Bill Atkinson PITTSBURGH 
Raymond & Raye 
Pauletta Lambert Anchorage Jackie McCarthy 
Relle Belmont Maynard Dean Ore | Babe Rhodes 
Tony Bennett Oro Arlington Lodge Dick Mack 

Phil Cavezza Orc Billy Douglas 


Fee Wee Louis 
Sonny Faigen 
(Continental Bar) 
Frank Andrini 4 
Merry-Go-Round 
Gary Lee Ore 
Jeanne Boaz 
Bill Shaffer 
New Hillcrest 
Benny Burton Ore 
Betty Lee 
Skip Nelson 
Nixon Cafe 
Al Marisco Ore 
Bob Carter 
Pancho & Dolores 
Carol Gould 
Dowling Sis 
Faith Hope 
Orchard Inna 
Rudy Gale Ore 
Oasis 
Charlie Laun Ore 
Pines 
Don Rutter 
Bill LeRoy Ore 
Squirrel Coop 
Tiny Miller 
Joey Reynolds 
Dale Harkness 
Ted Delmonico 
Eddie Miller 
Yacht Club 
H Middleman Ore 
Jackie Heller 
Van Kirk 
McKays 
Don Ostro Ore 
Sandra 
4 Adorables 
Birdie Dean 
Shirley Heller 
Sky-Vue 
Clyde Knight 
Fran Eichler 


Ore 


Janet Lee 





Gloria Dale Harry Holly H ~ Tos . 
: _ ’ otel 
Billy Kelley Yacht Club Bovs . ith Avenue Union Grill 
Victor Nelson Ore Mike Barker 4 Sammy Walters 
Rendezvous Josephine Hotel Roosevelt Frank Natals 
(Hotel Senator) was 4 Art Baker 4 Mike Sandretto 
Yvonne Kerr Tol y 
The Continental Mary Love — Villa Madrid 
Beale St Boys Al Gold worse Daye me, Cavase See 
: Hotel Schenley Mark Lane 
CLE Billy Hinds Ore Michael Strange 
VELAND Joy Lind : Texas Tommy 
a ; Hotel Wm Penn Wonder Pony 
Alpine Village Poison Gardner (Chatterbox) Sherry Marsh 
Burns & White Coralli Baron Elliott Ore Anne O'Connor 
Ross Sis Hotel Hollenden Mary Krieg Purnell Danc 
Orpha Towle Carolyn Marsh 
Del Kay }; Richards & Carson 
Willie Matthias Orc} Patricia BOSTON 
tob onfe Rolling Stones , 
Bot Copter — F epee Wathine _ Beachcomber Barbara Douglass 
Eldorado Club Hotel Statler Harry Morrissey Orc Hotel Somerset 
Johnny Kaaihue O Clint Noble Ore Chico Simone Oro , (Balinese Room) 
Freddie's Cafe La Conga Club Argentine M a G Frothingham 
Larry Vincent Freddie Carlone Ore eaen & AnGte Russell Swan 
apg FED os Li 1s: * Skyb 3 Co-Eds Harry Marshard 0 
Mi a nd@say’s Skybar | eddie & Eddie Hotel Statler 
| Manhattanettes Kokomo 311 ’ = 
Herb Ross Ore Ras Ravyscr : Blinstrub’s (Terrace Room) 
1. =n ts eter Lodge Ore | Leighton Noble Ore 
Gourmet Club Sue Sanders 301 eather | . 
Roval Hawa ans re) 7S Inpson t -¥ le rt 's : inne | Sal er ae 
4 mone | onaco’s C egg eine ae et De. 7 
Jules & Webb i curt i. Cine Kt al lynn : Hotel Vendome 
Hotel Allerton Dorothy Barlow } Goodrich & Nelson | (Fife & Drum Rm) 
Joe Baldi Ore Julianna Club Mayfair Jolene 
Hotel Carter Mar ate Gin Ranny Weeks Ore Victor 3 
7 i » ' > 
Thixton Sprenger Regal Club | Nick Jerret Ore ferry Pepin 
may . : . a Julia Barbour ‘rnation;: 
peter mente Ore |} Ducky Malvin Ore | Jobn teak | tnternational : afe 
arles < 3700 Club tonite Sanna Havlicamenran tent : 
Hotel Cleveland Joey Bishop Boots McKenna Rev !|Norman Bolster 
Herbie Kay Or Bert Gilbert Club Vanity Fale | Jan Stalling 
Hotel Fenway Wals Al Cova Ore | George Allen 
ay Halli Don Walsh Ore Deone Parrish Billy. Hunt 
DETROIT ost oy . Harrington Ken Club 
Stella Ray Farren Bros Ore 
; Ginnie O'Keefe |Russ Howard 
| Book-( adillac Hotel} Art Mee Cocoanut Grove | Jerry & Lillian 
(Book Casino) | Charme tes Ore Mickey Alpert Ore | Latin Quarter 
Meta Stauder _ Hund’s Don Ric o Ore . |} Anthony Bruno Ore 
Frank Gagen Ore Sun Val § i a Keim Rev | Rhumboliers Ore 
: ’ i Serenaders | Bill) -aine | Do Richards 
(Motor Bar j . Barer 
ened hank ) | London Chop House) Marianne Francis Hal Le Roy 
Bowery | Chet Everhart smmett Oldtie'd Co} Yola Galli 
Belle Baker _ tRuby Or — Johnson Stuart Morgan Dane 
Wesso } Clut tomero & Rosita Charlo & Dupree 
Nace. ah < s eid TV etieen » Mayfair (Melody Lounge) | Wally Wanger Gls 
Pp aH , ' ‘ ~ U Mart) Joyce Gertrude Woodsum | (Lounge Bar) 
: “& Jue Stor — ge cS | Herb Lewis Hum & Strum 
> age age D *s _ Mer ensen Copley Plaza Escudero & La Plata 
King oc othy Gerron (Sheraton Room) Miami Grove 
n e Carliatl }#hil Olsen Ore +Tommy Tucker Ore | Jimmy McHale Ore 
Re ae | a } a: Rae Mickey - Amy Arnell | Lennie Fitz 
5 7 . Billy Meaghe, Donald Brown 'Tom Chales 
Casanova j ne | Kerwin Somerville Ella May Waters 
Danie & Dave | M e s & Car ta |Dr Rolf Passer Phillips & Breen 
Ny e Ros v i Thompson | (Merry-Go-Round) | Charles Homer 
Haze Kennedy \-ay we rd te Gilbert 3 Georgine Stevens 
Andy Arnold Co S ah Woods Crawford House Arthur Martel 
Elaine Vargo Mickevettes | Freddy Rubin Ore Rio Casino 
lessica Garwood Joe Banket Or: Crawfordettes George Harris Ore 
Lee Walters Ore Nebiolo’s Regie White | Kay Doyle 
Club Congo | Fay & Andre thea gg | Harrison Aulger 
; . } Johnny Polic ork & racy Zarbara Lee 
Bob Parrish | Laskey Sis y Bobby Bernard | ‘Tom Brooks 
larry Steele iClem Hawkins Marya Breen Carl Hoffman 


Patrick Rogers 
Louise Sherwood 
Jane Giddings 
Don Muckel 
Benny Drohan 
Marty Dupree 
(Garden Lounge) 
Mai & F Dearbon 
Steuben’s 
(Vienna Room) 
Lew Conrad Ore 
Don & Darrow 
Nancy Day 
Doris Abbott 
Jimmy Marr 
Adele Corev 
The Cave 
Don DiBona Ore 
Jeck Fisher 
Tamara Doriva 
Sally Dobbs 
Pir-ettes (5) 
Adele Corey 
Tic-Toe 
Joe Nevils Ore 
Tiny Sinclair 
Durants ; 
Howard Fuller & Sis 
Tremont Plaza 
Duke Lorenzo Ore 
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at new po a phe 
of the kingdom of con- 
Se atieah the war correspondent 
who just got back. 
alists with war eget ae 
‘.+ themselves as high as - 
peg hon by telling Aunt Tillie 
from Tallahasee and a couple hun- 
dred of her friends why the Russians 
just can't lose the war or how the 
y. S. will lick the Japs in the Pa- 
cific within six weeks. 

Dates are bringing the writers 
anywhere from $100 to $1,000 each, 
with the average probably around 
$300-$350. Amount depends, of 
course, on the reputation of the jn- 
dividual writer. Seasonal earnings 
hinge on how long « tour the speaker 


waits to th 


Journ 
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Gone With the Peace 








One of the most unusual and 
successful of the season’s lec- 
ture programs blew up with the 
ships in Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7. 
It was a debate between a Jap- 
anese and a Chinese gal on 
‘Modern Japan vs. Modern 
China,’ with a great many book- 
ings ahead. 

Gabbers were Haru Matsui and 
Helena Gin-Chiu Kuo, 








wants booked—which depends on 

his stamina and his ability to get 

leave-of-absence from his job. 
Shirer a Topper 

William Shirer, for instance, the 
hottest thing of the year, could have 
talked himself breathless twice a day 
from Town Hall, N. Y., to a mudhole 
in Seattle if he wanted the dafes. 
He couldn’t and didn’t want to get 
too far away from the CBS news- 
room in New York and so bookings 
were accordingly restricted. He’s 
doing about 30 dates at from $500 to 
$750 each, most of them at the latter 
figure. 

(W. Colston Leigh, biggest of the 
managers, who now agents almost 
all of the correspondents, takes 50% 
commish, out of which he pays the 
gabber’s expenses and railroading. 
Other managers take 25%, with the 
lecturer paying own transportation. 
It amounts to about the same thing.) 

Leland Stowe, of the Chicago 
Daily News Foreign Service, was 
another demang speaker this year, 


War Lecturers’ Mint 


f 


| 


| 
| 
| 


| 


| 
| 





with many dates set at $300 to $400 | 


each, but Stowe was in the Orient 
and couldn’t get back to fill them. 


| 
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porter for CBS, has restricted him- | 
self to three weeks of touring (which | 
he’s doing currently). He’s getting | 
unusually high fees, around $1,000, 
because most of the 10 dates are 
sponsored by CBS affiliated stations. 
which are using Murrow’s presence | 
as a promotional stunt. Harry Flan- | 
nery, who succeeded Shirer as CBs | 
mikester in Berlin, is also touring. | 
He has 51 dates at $200 to $350 each. 


Unusually long tour, more than 
100 engagements, is being made by 
James R. Young, former INS writer. 
He gets around $150 a date. Hallett 
Abend, New York Times Far East- 
ern expert, is doing 30 talks at $200 
to $300. Kenneth Downs, who just 
got back from Libya for the UP, is 
only starting to be booked now. Big 
tour is expected for the remainder 
of the season at $200 to $300. 


Arthur Menken, newsreel camera- | 
man, back with some good Far East- | 
ern films, has about 50 dates, also | 
at $200-$300. Louis Fischer, of the | 
Nation, has 63 at $175-$250. Sheilah 
Graham, of North American News- 
paper Alliance, was ill when she re- 
turned to the U. S. and could only | 
take a few engagements, for which 
she got $200 each. Edna Lee Booker, 
former Shanghai correspondent for 
INS, has about 45 dates at $100 each. 


M. W. Fodor, now of the Chicago 
Sun, is limited to short distances 
from Chi and is doing 30 spots at 
$150-$200. Helen Kirkpatrick, of the 
Chicago Daily News, didn’t get back 
this season, but has a big tour on 
the way for next year. 

Not exactly a foreign correspond- 
ent, but in somewhat the same cate- 
gory, is Douglas Miller, former U. S. 
commercial attache in Berlin, whose 
‘You Can’t Do Business With Hitler’ 
was a best-seller. He’s a big money- 
maker with 40 dates at $350 each. 

Foreign journalists like Genevieve 





Leroy has re-tagged him Steve Cor- 
nell), and Maxine Lynch. 
Tom Moon, assistant manager o 


Lonel 


| the State, tumbled from the marquee 


and broke a couple of ribs—and a 
gob of neon. 

Fay Honey, of. the Tecumseh. 
Tecumseh, Neb., has branched out 
into the restaurant biz. 


Will Keep ’Em Flying 
Des Moines, Feb. 3. 


Robert Lowe, assistant manager at 
the Des Moines theatre. and Donald 


Knight, assistant manager at the 
Paramount, have passed their tests 
for the aviation corps and will be 
leaving the theatres soon. 

Successors have not yet been 
named. 

Adler with PRC in Det. 
Detroit, Feb. 3. 


Replacing Herbert Ives, resigned. 
Robert Adler, who for 15 vears 
worked in the New York territory 
for Columbia, has been seamed city 
salesman and booker here for PRC. 











Cleric in Jail | 








Tabouis and Ande Geraud (Perti- 
nax) have Jost some of their former 
popularity. Audiences want men 
who just got back, regardless of the | 
fact that most of them tell little | 
more than they have already writen | 
in their day-to-day dispatches. 


Most newspaper foreign services 
and mags encourage the lecture 
tours by their correspondents. Only 
AP and UP forbid them. Others see 
them as prestige-building and good 
promotion for themselves and their 
client papers. Some editors also feel 
it’s a good idea for their writers to 
be back in the United States part of 





ithe year and in the hinterlands get- | 
|ting questions shot at them so that | 


Of the guys who were able to get | 


heme, Vincent Sheean 
moneymaker. Available for most of 
the season, he has better than 75 
Spiel-sessions booked, each at from 
$350 to $500, for a total of $40,000. 
The Ladies 

femmes, oddly enough, 
however, who are getting the top in- 


is the top 


It's two 


dividual fees. No. 1 is Dorothy 
Thompson, who grabs herself bet- 


ter than $1,000 a date and has been 
known to get as high as $2,500. The 
other High Priestess of the Platform, 
Eve Curie, who tosses in a soigne 
appearance with exciting talk, re- 
portedly collects to the tune of $750 
to $1,000 a date. Mlle. Curie takes 
only 30 or 35 engagements a year. 


| signed, 


Quentin Reynolds is another of the | 


Scribes in demand—but not avail- 
able until last week. Between a ses- 
sion in a Cairo hospital with sun 
Poisoning and shrapnel in his knee 
he wasn’t able to start his tour until 
last Friday (30). Reynolds is on an 
Casy Schedule through March at 
$350 to $500 an engagement, with 
such things to talk about as dinner 

with Joe Stalin. 
or van Paassen is another en- 
—_ = better than $20,000 tour 
he - fe has about 50 dates at $300 
— John T. Whitaker, of the 
i a Daily News, has 55 at $250 
Pee eneh. Jay Allen, of North 
75 en ean Newspaper Alliance, has 
agement at around $250 each. 
iis R. Knickerbocker, former 
srg Part of his tour when he be- 
a snip editor of the new Chi- 
un, could have been in the 


writer who was forced to | 


Colossal class with a $45,000 tour. As | 


ae he hit around $17,000 by doing 
di a anzas at $350 to $500 each. He 
128 dates last season. 

Another could-have-been is Walter 
— former New York Times 
write et in Moscow. Busy 
cepted” a book on the Coast, he ac- 

. only 20 dates, getting trom 
sachin $600 apiece for them. ‘T. R. 
is _, another former Timesman, 
$15 ae some 85 sessions at around 

WY each 


— Murrow Under Auspices 
“ward Murrow, European re- 


' ola, 
'completed a re-leasing deal on the 


they know what their reading pub- | 
lic is thinking and wants to know. | 


Continued from page 1 


tion with an arrest for a liquor-law 
violation. 

In a ‘farewell’ 
supporters, the minister 
his ‘hands are clean and conscience 
clear’ and he'll continue from his 
cell in Stillwater penitentiary his 
fight against liquor, vice and gam- 
bling. . 


declared 


Church organizations and other 
supporters have announced they'll 
petition the Minnesota Pardon Board 
in an effort to reduce the vice cru- 
sader’s sentence. He also is head of 
the Anti-Saloon League in the state. 
Recently he started damage suits 
against several night club owners 


statement to his | 


WHAT THEY THINK 


One Comic Hails Another 


Editor, ‘Variety’: 
Ed Wynn has nt the following 
Eddie 


birthday telegram to Cantor: 


‘Two score and ten years ago 
your father brought forth on 
this continent a new baby, con- 


ceived in dedicated 


lihoartw na 
woeriy ana 


to the proposition that all men 
need amusement. Now we are 
engaged in a great world war, 


testing whether anyone is quali- 


fied to deliver that amusement 
so sorely neeced by men. I can 
thir’ ¢* no one in our vwrofes- 
sion who has contributed more 
wuail 3 OU rus that ena. You 
have done more than amuse 
them; you have given to them of 
your time and vour fortune. 


Svoo0000, on your 50th birthday, 
to you, dear Eddie Can.or, who 
has done so much for ‘the 
people’ and who is so loved ‘by 
the people’ and who undoubted- 
ly is ‘of the peopie’.. . I re- 
peat, on your 50th birthday may 
I wish you at least ‘one son,’ so 
that the name of Cantor shall 
not perish from the earth.’ 
I think this is pretty nice. 
Jack Miley. 





Fannie Hurst's Tour 
New York. 


| Editor, ‘Variety’: 


for allegedly beating him up during | 


a raid. 
Several of his operators were 
found guilty of extortion in connec- 


tion with their raids on slot ma- 
chines at Shakopee, Minn., near 
here. 

. 


| questions. 


| tour, 


The Treasury Department 


j the various denominations of these 


has | 


‘drafted’ Miss Fannie Hurst to help! 


us inform the public as to the whys 
and wherefores of Defense Savings 
Stamps and Bonds. Each day here 
at headquarters, we get hundreds of 
letters from people in high and low 
places, asking the most elemental 
Miss Hurst has volun- 
to perform an ‘educational’ 
which will graphically illus- 
trate the variety of places where 
stamps and bonds are sold, and also 


teered 








Continued 








| cause based on the ‘gallega’ Spanish 


type. 

Pepe Arias: Most popular male 
comic. Kind of Latin W. C. Fields, 
except that his admirers think he’s 


One Yank In Argentine ~ 


from page 3 


| 











| cluded 


studios. Termed the John Ford of 
|local production. Outstanding pic | 
lof the season: ‘Quiero Morir Con- | 


| paperman, he 


better. Favorite stage comic, spe- | 
cialty is putting across roles as a 
constantly frustrated, often brow- 
| beaten character. ‘Napoleon,’ which 
dealt with a theatrical boarding 
houses his outstanding °41 film. 
Delia Garces: Dark, beautiful, 
looks like Olivia de Havilland and 
| frequently plays similar roles; only | 





Exchanges 


ng Continued from page 16 








from the manager's post at the Isis, 
subsequent run, to become manager 
of the Regent, Winfield, Kansas. | 
Hugh Siverd moves from the Regent 
to the Granada, first-run, where he 
replaces Dale Hevelone, who re- 


Harold Hume, of the Fox Midwest 
office, is temporarily 


22, she was recently married to mil- 
lionaire film director Alberto de 
Zavalia. 

Hugo del 
gets Latin 
Taylor and Ty 
fans. Puts 
discs much as 
across U S 
back from smash p.a. tour t 
and Cuba. 

Pedro Lopez Lagar: Span 


Carril: Juvenile who 
women the way Robert 
Power excite U. S 
across tangos, 
Bing 


numbers. Recently 
) 


ish-born, 


booking man- | he came to B. A. with a stage com- 
aging the Isis. |pany. Made a hit on the radio and 
| then entered films. Handsome lead- 

Williams’ Ist Texas House |ing man in the Charles Boyer- 


Hooks, Texas, Feb. 3. 
The K. Lee Williams Theatres have | 
opened their first house in Texas | 
here. It’s the Lone Star, seats 700 
and is managed by Victor Farrar. 
Theatre here makes the 19th in the 
chain of hcuses operated by the Wil- 
liams circuit in Arkansas and Okla- 
homa. 


Close Syracuse House 

Feb. 8. 
Declared unsafe by Fire Marshal 

Charles Wilkes, the Lyric theatre 

has been closed. The closing order, 

according to Wilkes, followed an in- 

member of 


Syracuse, 


Ronald Colman metier, he specializes 
in mellers. 
Paulina 


Singerman: Argentine- 


| born of Russian descent, she’s 
| glamorous, blonde and _ beautiful, 
especially popular in Cuba _ and 
Central America. Also big in stage 


comedies. Has toured with her own 


}company in Spain, Mexico and 

| Central America 
Legrand Sisters: Although they’ve 
appeared in only two films, Legrand 
twins, Mirtha and Sylvia, are al- 
reaaqy among the most popular of 
Latin star Gi are ofter com- 
vestigation asked by a pared with the Deanna Durbin of 
lla nce attending a recent her earlier picts and nov busily 


Wilkes found defective wiring and 
fixtures and doors intended to serve 
as emergency exits stuffed with bur- 
lap, apparently to keep out cold, he 
said. 

Another Mgr. in Army 
Lincoln, Neb., Feb. 3. 


Alvin Hendricks, manager of the 
Varsity, goes to the quartermaster 


corps today (Tuesday), and is being 
shipped first to Ft. Leavenworth, 
Kan. He is being replaced by Dean 
Davis. 

John Metzger. of the Oriental, 
Beaver City, Neb., is the state’s 
busiest exhib, head of the draft | 
board, a school board member, and | 
secretary of the county fair. 

Mrs. Jack Logan came on to Osce- 
Neb., from Las Vegas, Nev., 


Muse, then ducked back in time to 
be in Las Vegas for the wedding of | 
her nephew, Leonard East .(Mervyn 


learning English 

Ange] Magana: Rising voung Ar- 
gentinean. Freelances with practical- 
ly all companies in comedy roles 
and often teamed with Elisa Galve. 
One of leading figures in new co- 
operative setup, Artistas 
Argentinos. 

Amanda Ledesma: Young, pretty, 
she was recently taken to Holly wood 


Asociados 


tigo’ (‘Want to Die with You’). Com- | 


edy with juve team of Elisa Galve 
and Angel Magana. 
Manuel Romero: 
mental of directors. 
Was a 


Most experi- 
One-time news- 
successful the- 
atrical producer, then turned to 
films. Specializing in money-mak- 
ing comedies. Outstanding pic of the 
season: ‘Yo Quero ser Bataclana’ (‘1 


Want To Be a Chorus Girl’) with 


Nim Marshall. Big a‘ b.o. 
Lucas Demare: Only 29, consid- 
ered one of the most promising 


young Latin directors, he started as 
a cutter, then worked in Spain and 


France. Very U.S.-minded. Out- 
standing film of seasor ‘El Cura 
Gaucho’ (The Gaucho Priest’). 
Francisco Mugica: Look like 
Frank Capra, but directs in style of 


Former new 
Hollywood as a 
correspondent Picked up 
Outsianding pic of the 

on: ‘Los Martes, Orquideas’ (‘On 
Tuesdays, Orchids’), biggest b.o 
grosser of the year and rated a 
precedent-setter for here. 

Luis Saslavsky: Son of a wealthy 
family, he went to Hollywood as a 
correspondent, worked with Sidney 
Franklin and W. S. Van Dyke; came 
back to direct. Outstanding picture 
of season: ‘Historia de Una Noche’ 


Sam Wood. 
he went to 


paperman, 
pre 
many 


ideas. sea- 


(‘History of a Night’), which 
duced Pedro 
achieved unusual ef! of suspense 
Luis Cesar Amadori: Italian- 
icated in Argentina, he’s 
working 


tent Latin meggex One-time cut- 


intro- 
Lopez Laval and 


ect 


the hardest and most con- 
ter, he’ credited witl developing 
Libertad Lamarque and Pepe Aria 
Latin star 
Outstand- 


into two of the 


Usually writes 


1eadcing 


own stuff 


ing pic, ‘Sonar, no Cuesta Nada’ 
(‘Dream, It Costs Nothing’). 
Carlos Borcosque: Born in Chile, 


one-time a pioneer aviator, he went 


| to the States years ago, stayed 15 


| spondent. 


for a try, but failed to make the | 
: | themes. 


grade. Nevertheless v- popular in 
Latin-America and often compared 
to Jeanette MacDonald. 


THE DIRECTORS  #é'| 





Argentine films are mainly di- 
rector-films. Here are the outstand- 
ing meggers at present: 

Mario Soffici: Clever, 
painstaking, a one-time Stage actor 
and then a theatre director, he’s 
worked for ] 


practically aJl Argentine 


intelligent, 


| Dyke. 


years, directing Spanish-language 
films and acting as tnagazine corre- 
Returned here in ’38 and 
has since specialized in patriotic 

Luis Bayor Herrera: Expert on 
comedy, he directs Nini Marshall 
and Luis Sandrini, two of the best 
Latin laugh getters. Spanish-born, 


defense securities. 


The idea is roughly ‘birth of the 
bond,’ starting with a 10-cent De- 
fense Saving Stamp and later blose 


soming into a bond. 


Miss Hurst and a representative of 


th department meets the press in 
her apartment today (Tuesday). 
Her itinerary will be as follows: 
A. & P. store at 67th St. and Coe 


lumbus ave. 


Liggett’s Drug. Store, Columbus 
ave. and 66th st. 
Post Office, 67th st. and Colume 


bus ave. 
Jay Thorpe, 24 West 57th st. 
Backroom of the Hote! Plaza. 
Woolworth’s. 


Central Hanover Bank, 60th st. 
and Sih ave. 
As you will see, this represents 


what any housewife can do towards 
subs.antially helping the war effort 
right in her own neighborhood on a 
typical day of shonping. 
Peter Finney, 
Director of Publicity. 


Constructive Criticism 
New York. 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 

In the awareness that I may be 
breaking with all precedent I am 
taking the liberty of writing to thank 
you for your kindly review of my 
debut recital in Town Hall on Jan. 
26. 

Naturally, I am much gratified by 
your commendation of my work in 
general. Most especialy do I wish 
to thank you for your highiy con- 
structive criticism which I shall en- 
deavor to utilize toward better future 
performances. 

With appreciation. 

Lura Stover. 


An HUluminating List 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 

Your current issue names on page 
35 former FCC employees now cole 
lecting counsel fees from broadcast- 
ing stations. This list was not com- 
plete, since it should also have in- 
the names of employees of 


ths former Federal Radio Commis- 
sion. We suggest you secure these 
and print them, also. There is an 


illuminating list. 
H. O. Stevens. 





~ M-G Dise Biz 
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erence 
in with Metro, if Schenck gives the 
nterprise a green light. 

It is reported that Metro is ready 
to earmark $500,000 for the record- 
making venture, with Dorsey cut in 
for an interest. Mayer’s interest was 
further whetted by two illuminating 
facts: that two tudic War- 
RKO, are rec- 
firms, and that more 

1941 than in any pre- 
Warners has a small in- 
Records, and RKO 
RCA-Victor, but 


its ope 


other 
ners and interested in 
records 
were old in 
vious year. 
Decca 
is associated with 
Without voice in ration, 
Maver last week 
Link, identified with the Me 


head 


Harry 


tro music 


dispatched 


and studio biz of mu- 
ic, to N.-Y. in an effort to interest 
Eli Oberstein in joining the projected 


Metro pancake outfit. Latter is vet- 
‘ran of the dise business and now 
heads Classic Record Co. Covere 
ing all angles before making h re- 
port to Schenck, Mayer has been 
red that record-making will not 
r ffected } r 0 € ind that 
nee ec te A f é 
Oberstei vas to e flown here 
fre y Nev y OrK ¢ I t eek for 
huddle nut | . 4 ( Frank 
Walke prez of Victor, is here. howe 
eve ettir ! ere in trying to 
induce Dorsey to rene Dorsey re- 
centiy tf id friend tnat he had made 
ip his mind to go back with that 


yutfit, but with the MG thing get- 
ting hot, changed his mind. 


In checking over the list of recard- 


ling talent at Metro, it is revealed that 


one-time poet and author, he’s never | 
been to the States, but watches U‘S. | 
pictures closely and has been com- | 


in method with W. S. Van 
Outstanding pic of the year: 
‘Candida, Millionaire,” comedy with 


i 
4 Wlarchall * 
N y Ii ' 1] +} + 


all that dpgew excellently 


pared 


Judy Garland is under contract to 
Decca: Katherine Grayson, Jeanette 
MacDonald with Victor; Nelson Eddy 
and Rise Stevens with Columbia. 
Contracts are for one year, with op- 
tions and are studio-approved. 

If Dorsey goes into the Metro ven- 
ture, which he inspired, he may cur- 
tail his band work to take active 
part in its operation. 





Milton Raskin has left Gene Krupa 
to massage the keys for Tommy Dore 
who 


sey.. He replaces Joe Bushkin, 
traded the  black-and-whites for 
live drab 





| 
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IMPORTANT 


Eastman Motion-Picture Film Cans and 


MUST BE RETURNED 





OTICE 


Cores 








WAR requirements have sharply curtailed the 
supply of metal and plastics needed to manufacture 
35-mm. motion-picture film cans and cores. Conse- 
quently, the Eastman Kodak Company urges the 
prompt return of these essential supplies. They, 
must be used over and over again. 

Help maintain the supply of motion-picture 
film by seeing to it that all Eastman cans and cores 
are kept in good condition, collected, and shipped 
to the Kodak Park Works, Rochester, N. Y. 

By doing your part in this emergency, you 
help yourself and everyone connected with the 
motion-picture industry—as well as all those who 
depend more than ever on the screen for vital 


information and entertainment. 


Write for prices and detailed shipping information. 




















Motion Picture Sales Division 


EASTMAN KODAK COMPANY, ROCHESTER, N. Y. 











